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DDC Doda hears public grievances at Gundna,
directs prompt action on key development ISsues

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 15

District Administration
Doda today organised a
Block Diwas-cum-Public
Outreach Programme at
Gundna, Block Gundana,
providing residents a plat-
form to interact with the
administration on develop-
mentand public welfare is-
sues.

District Development
Commissioner Doda Kris-
han Lal chaired the pro-
gramme, which was at-
tended by senior district
and sectoral officers, PRI
representatives and a large
gathering of local residents.

During the interaction,
residents raised concerns
spanning road connectivity
and safety, school infra-
structure and staffing, elec-
tricity supply, health facil-
ities, drinking water and
irrigation, MGNREGA and
labour welfare, sanitation,
agriculture support and
pending welfare cases.

Responding to the griev-
ances, the DDC directed
the PMGSY Department to
expedite road repair and
drainage works and the
Health Department to im-
prove hygiene, ensure
availability of medicines
and prioritise healthcare in
far-flung areas. The School
Education Department in-

formed that addltlonal
classrooms and school
upgradation  proposals
were under process. The
Power Development De-
partment said new electric-
ity lines and pole-replace-
ment works were already
under way, with the DDC
directing early completion.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat, Tehsil
Supply Officer and Labour
Department were directed
to step up awareness pro-
grammes, survey welfare
beneficiaries, ensure regu-
lar functioning of Fair Price
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Shops and expedlte re-
newal of labour cards re-
spectively, while pending
marriage assistance cases
were ordered to be cleared
on priority.

Assistant Commissioner
Development Doda urged
the public to participate ac-
tively in MGNREGA by
submitting genuine de-
mands for development
works. Addressing the
gathering, the District De-
velopment Commissioner
reaffirmed the administra-
tion's commitment to de-
velopment through public
participation and said regu-
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lar review meetings are be-
ing held to address electric-
ity and other service-re-
lated issues, with priority
for remote areas.

Calling drug abuse one of
the biggest challenges fac-
ing society, he urged citi-
zens to support the Nasha
Mukt Campaign and reiter-
ated the administration’s
commitment to making
Doda a TB-Mukt District.
He also appealed to the
people to promote commu-
nal harmony and bring
genuine grievances to the
notice of the administra-
tion.

Secretary RDD chairs Steering Committee

on Lakhpati Didi Initiative

2.40 Lakh SHG Women Achieve Lakhpati Didi
Status; 3.64 Lakh Target Set for J&K by 2029

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 15

Secretary, Rural Devel-
opment Department
(RDD) and Panchayati Raj,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, to-
day chaired the meeting of
the Union Territory Level
Steering Committee on the
Lakhpati Didi Initiative un-
der the Jammu & Kashmir
Rural Livelihoods Mission
(JKRLM-UMEED), direct-
ing all stakeholder depart-
ments to adopt a mission-
mode  approach  for
transforming women Self-
Help Group (SHG) mem-
bers into sustainable entre-
preneurs through effective
convergence, skill develop-
ment and financial inclu-
sion.

The meeting was at-
tended by Mission Direc-
tor, JKRLM, Dr. Shubhra
Sharma,; Director, Agricul-
ture & Farmers Welfare,
J&K; Directors, Animal
Husbandry, Jammu and
Kashmir; Directors, Social
Welfare, Jammu and Kash-
mir; Chief Operating Offi-
cer, Himayat (DDU-GKY),
J&K; Additional Secretary
RDD, Waseem Raja,
Deputy Director, Fisheries,
Kashmir; and other senior
officers.

Addressing the meeting,
the Secretary said the Gov-
ernment is accelerating im-
plementation of its flagship
Lakhpati Didi Initiative
with a renewed focus on
enabling rural women to
establish sustainable mi-
cro-enterprises and
achieve annual household
incomes exceeding ?1 lakh.

Aijaz Asad informed that
2.40 lakh women in
Jammu & Kashmir have al-
ready attained Lakhpati
Didi status, while the over-
all target for the Union Ter-
ritory has been fixed at 3.64
lakh women by 2029, re-
quiring focused efforts to
cover an additional 1.24
lakh beneficiaries through
convergence, enterprise
development, access to
credit and skill enhance-
ment.

Emphasising conver-
gence as the cornerstone of
the initiative, Secretary di-
rected all stakeholder de-
partments to integrate
their flagship schemes with
JKRLM and prioritise eli-
gible SHG households un-

der their respective pro-
grammes.

He stressed the need for
preparing household-level
enterprise plans, ensuring
timely institutional credit,
providing continuous
handholding support, and
facilitating market linkages
for women entrepreneurs.
He called upon every de-
partment to identify con-
vergence opportunities un-
der its schemes and
communicate clear benefi-
ciary targets and imple-
mentation strategies.

The Secretary instructed
all line departments to pre-
pare acomprehensive con-
vergence blueprintindicat-
ing the number of
beneficiaries they can sup-
portin sectors such as agri-
culture, horticulture, live-
stock, dairy, poultry,
fisheries and other allied
activities, ensuring coordi-
nated implementation
down to the village level.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of quality skill devel-
opment, he directed the
Mission to strengthen part-
nerships with reputed na-
tional institutions and spe-
cialised training
organisations while study-
ing and adopting best prac-
tices from leading States.
He also advised organising
exposure visits for officials
and stakeholders to repli-
cate successful livelihood
models in Jammu & Kash-
mir.

Aijaz Asad further di-
rected the Mission to en-
gage with leading private
apparel brands and manu-
facturers to explore out-
sourcing opportunities for
women-led enterprises, ob-
serving that such partner-
ships could create sustain-
able employment and
significantly enhance
household incomes. He
emphasised the need to up-
grade the existing skill
ecosystem to meet industry
standards and improve
market competitiveness.

He stressed that capacity
building should go beyond
classroom-based training
and focus on practical,
market-oriented skills that
enable women to establish
viable enterprises. Depart-
ments including Agricul-
ture and Horticulture were
directed to provide hands-
on technical training in sci-
entific farming, apple culti-
vation, vegetable
cultivation, protected culti-
vation and other high-
value agricultural activities
capable of generating sus-
tainable incomes.

The Secretary also called
for expanding convergence
beyond traditional sectors
by involving institutions
working in digital services,
handicrafts, handloom, ap-
parel manufacturing, food
processing and other
emerging livelihood sec-
tors, observing that a diver-
sified livelihood portfolio

would create greater eco-
nomic resilience for rural
women.

The meeting was in-
formed that the Digital Aa-
jeevika Register (DAR) is
being utilised for house-
hold identification, benefi-
ciary tracking and progress
monitoring, while the En-
terprise Planning Digital
Tool (EPDT) is facilitating
preparation of customised
enterprise plans, invest-
ment assessment and in-
come forecasting for indi-
vidual households, thereby
strengthening evidence-
based planning and moni-
toring.

Reviewing financial in-
clusion measures, the Sec-
retary was informed that
under the SHG Bank Link-
age Programme, institu-
tional credit worth 21,200
crore is targeted for poten-
tial Lakhpati Didis. Addi-
tionally, 4,200 women will
be supported during the
current financial year un-
der the Lal Ded Stree
Shakti Scheme, imple-
mented in collaboration
with J&K Bank, through in-
dividual micro-loans
amounting to ?42 crore.

The meeting further re-
viewed banking outreach
initiatives under which 372
Bank Mitras and 710 Bank-
ing Correspondents are
providing doorstep bank-
ing services across rural ar-
eas. Financial literacy
camps and enrolment dri-
ves under various social se-
curity schemes are also be-
ing organised across all
blocks to strengthen the fi-
nancial security and re-
silience of SHG members.

Concluding the meeting,
Aijaz Asad reiterated that
the Lakhpati Didi Initiative
isnot merely an income en-
hancement programme but
a transformative move-
ment aimed at empowering
rural women through en-
trepreneurship, financial
independence and sustain-
able livelihoods.

He directed all stake-
holder departments to
work in close coordination
with JKRLM, adopt a re-
sults-oriented approach,
and ensure timely achieve-
ment of the Union Terri-
tory’s targets through mea-
surable outcomes, strong
institutional convergence
and sustained field-level
support.

Rajouri admin marks Brigadier Mohammad
Usman S 114thbirth anmversary

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JULY 15

As part of events marking
the 114th birth anniversary
of Brigadier Mohammad
Usman, MVC, the "Lion of
Nowshera," District Ad-
ministration Rajouri, in
collaboration with the In-
dian Army and My Bharat
Rajouri, today organised an
Awareness-cum-Registra-
tion Camp at the Usman
Memorial, Jhanger, to pro-
mote awareness of and fa-
cilitate access to govern-
ment welfare schemes.

The programme saw par-
ticipation from local resi-
dents, youth, students, ex-
servicemen, public
representatives and offi-
cials from various govern-
ment departments. Depart-
ments including Skill
Development, Health, Ed-
ucation, Social Welfare,
Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal and Sheep Hus-
bandry, JK Bank, Centre
for Financial Literacy and
My Bharat Rajouri set up
information and registra-
tion counters, guiding ben-
eficiaries on eligibility, doc-
umentation and online
registration for schemes re-
lated to employment gen-
eration, skill development,
self-employment and social
welfare. Special emphasis

ADDC Shopian chairs Block Diwas at Chltragam
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Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner
(ADDC) Shopian, Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lone  today
presided over the Block Di-
was programme at Block
Chitrigam, where an exten-
sive public outreach pro-
gramme was conducted to
hear and address the griev-
ances and developmental
concerns of local residents.

At the outset, a Nasha
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir
Abhiyan pledge was ad-
ministered to all partici-
pants, reaffirming their
commitment to building a
drug-free society. The at-
tendees pledged to abstain
from the use of drugs and
intoxicants, spread aware-
ness about the harmful ef-
fects of substance abuse
and actively support the vi-
sion of a healthy and drug-
free India.

During the programme,
people from different pan-
chayats projected demands
relating to road connectivity
in Chitragam, drinking wa-
ter, power supply, health-
care, education, irrigation,
sanitation, widening and
macadamiation of roads,
shifting of electric poles, re-
solving of pipeline leakage
issues, illegal mining, seiz-
ing of vehicles operating
without number plates, re-
moval of encroachments,

was laid on the Viksit Vi-
brant Village Programme
and My Bharat, encourag-
ing young people to regis-
ter as volunteers for na-
tion-building and
community service.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Nowshera, Dr

Pritam Lal Thapa said the
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programme was organised
to pay homage to Brigadier
Mohammad Usman and to
ensure the benefits of gov-
ernment welfare schemes
reach every eligible citizen,
particularly in border and
remote areas.

Participants paid tribute
to Brigadier Mohammad
Usman for his leadership
and sacrifice while defend-
ing the nation during the
1947-48 Indo-Pak War, de-
scribing him as a symbol of
bravery, integrity and self-
less service.

establishment of dumping
sites, desilting of streams
and other essential public
services. The ADDC gave a
patient hearing to every is-
sue and directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure
prompt redressal within
stipulated timelines.

He directed the con-
cerned officers present on
the occasion to take imme-
diate action for on the spot
redressal of the issues
needing urgent attention,
while instructing that other
matters be taken up on pri-
ority and resolved at the
earliest.

Interacting with the
gathering, the ADDC reaf-
firmed the District Admin-

istration's commitment to
transparent, accountable
and people-centric gover-
nance. He emphasized that
Block Diwas serves as an
effective platform for
strengthening public par-
ticipation, ensuring
doorstep governance and
accelerating development
atthe grassroots level.

The ADDC also reviewed
the implementation and
progress of various flagship
government schemes and
developmental projects in
the block. He instructed of-
ficers to maintain close co-
ordination, improve ser-
vice delivery and ensure
that the benefits of welfare
schemes reach every eligi-
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ble beneficiary without de-
lay.

District and sectoral offi-
cers briefed the ADDC
about the status of ongoing
development works and
public welfare initiatives in
their respective sectors.

Necessary  directions
were issued for expeditious
disposal of public griev-
ances and timely comple-
tion of all ongoing projects.

The programme was at-
tended by GM, DIC, Shur-
jil Naik; SDM Zianapora,
Bilal Ahmad; Tehsildar,
Chitragam, district and
sectoral officers, Exens, lo-
cal representatives and a
large number of residents
from the area.

DC Kulgam presides over Public
Outreach Programme at Frisal

KULGAM, JULY 15:
Under the Public Outreach
Initiative aimed at taking
governance to the
doorsteps of the people,
Deputy  Commissioner
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, today visited Frisal
and presided over a Public
Outreach Programme to
hear the grievances and de-
velopmental demands of
the local population.

During the programme,
residents of Frisal and ad-
joining areas projected sev-
eral public issues and de-
velopmental demands.
These included upgrada-
tion of the Primary Health
Centre (PHC), proper solid
waste management, repair
and restoration of street
lights in the market, estab-
lishment of Fire & Emer-
gency Services Station, de-
siltation of Lakti Kul,
construction of a foot-
bridge over Badi Kul to fa-

cilitate farmers' access to

their agricultural land,
strengthening of flood pro-
tection bunds, construction
and macadamization of
link roads, enhancement of
PHH/BPL ration quota,
ensuring adequate and un-

mterrupted irrigation wa-
ter through canals, provi-
sion of filtered drinking
water, and deployment of
doctors at Kujjar Hospital
and other developmental
requirements of the area.
During the interaction,

officers of the concerned
departments also briefed
the gathering on the issues
raised and informed them
about the measures being
taken for their resolution.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner patiently listened to
all the grievances and de-
mands and assured the
public that every genuine
issue would be examined
and taken up with the con-
cerned departments for
timely redressal.

He directed the officers
to address issues falling
within their jurisdiction
on priority and ensure
prompt follow-up and ef-
fective implementation of

decisions.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of sanitation, the
Deputy Commissioner in-
structed the concerned au-
thorities to ensure proper
collection and scientific
disposal of solid waste.



