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The 10th batch of 9,182
pilgrims, including women
& children, left the Bhag-
wati Nagar base camp here
today to pay obeisance at
the holy Amarnath cave
shrine in south Kashmir
Himalayas.

The pilgrims included
2,435 women, 256 sadhus,
46 sadhvis and 31 children.
They left for the twin base
camps of Nunwan in
Anantnag district and Baltal
in Ganderbal district in
separate convoys under
tight security arrange-

ments in the early hours,
officials said.

While 5,877 pilgrims
headed for the Pahalgam
base camp in a convoy of
206 vehicles, 3,305 pil-
grims onboard 127 vehicles
left for the Baltal route, offi-
cials said.

Over two lakh pilgrims
have so far visited the
shrine this year.

Officials have repeatedly
announced that only regis-
tered pilgrims would be
permitted to proceed to
Kashmir, while unregis-
tered devotees would be
stopped at designated
checkpoints until fresh reg-
istration quotas become

available.
The 57-day pilgrimage to

the cave shrine was offi-
cially flagged off by LG
Manoj Sinha on July 2
morning from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here si-
multaneously for the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pa-
halgam route in Anantnag
district and the shorter but
steeper 14-km Baltal route
in Ganderbal district. The
yatra will conclude on Au-
gust 28.

Authorities have put in
place multi-layered secu-
rity arrangements along
the Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway and at all 

AUCKLAND, JUL 11:
Announcing a major
leap in security cooper-
ation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today
said that India and New
Zealand had resolved to
fight terrorism "shoul-
der to shoulder" by es-
tablishing a dedicated
Joint Working Group,
while simultaneously
strengthening their
commitment to a free
and open Indo-Pacific
and comprehensive re-
forms in the United Na-
tions.

"The two nations stand as
reliable partners capable of
navigating contemporary
global challenges together,"
he said while addressing a
gala lunch hosted in his hon-
our by New Zealand Prime
Minister Christopher Luxon
in Auckland.

"Friends, on the global
stage as well, India and New
Zealand are reliable part-
ners and close friends. We
believe that to face the chal-
lenges of the current times,
reform is necessary in global

institutions, including the
UN. To move forward
shoulder to shoulder on the
issue of terrorism, we have
formed a Joint Working
Group today. Cooperation
between India and New
Zealand is extremely impor-
tant for peace, stability, and
security in the Indo-Pacific,"
PM Modi said.

Reflecting these priorities,
the India-New Zealand
Joint Statement reaffirmed
both countries' commit-
ment to "a free, open, peace-
ful, and prosperous Indo-

Pacific region, where sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity are respected, and
the rules-based interna-
tional order is upheld."

The two leaders also reaf-
firmed "freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight" in accor-
dance with international
law, particularly the 1982
United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UN-
CLOS), and stressed the im-
portance of the peaceful res-
olution of disputes through
dialogue and international
law.

On multilateral coopera-
tion, the Joint Statement
emphasised the need for
"bold and effective UN re-
form" and affirmed support
for the expansion of the UN
Security Council in both
permanent and non-perma-
nent categories. New
Zealand also reaffirmed its
support for India's perma-
nent membership of a re-
formed and expanded UN
Security Council.

The two Prime Ministers
also reiterated their "ab-
solute condemnation of ter-
rorism in all its forms and
manifestations, including
cross-border terrorism,"
while strongly condemning
the terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam in Jammu and Kash-
mir on April 22, 2025, and
the terror incident near Red
Fort in New Delhi on No-
vember 10, 2025.

Calling for a "zero-toler-
ance and consistent ap-
proach to terrorism," the
leaders stressed the need to
dismantle terror infrastruc-
ture, disrupt terrorism fi

Move forward shoulder to shoulder
on issue of terrorism: Modi 
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In a major success during
the ongoing Shri Amar-
nathji Yatra, police today
detained an OGW after the
Facial Recognition System
(FRS) generated a real-time
alert at the X-ray Point of
Nunwan base camp in
Anantnag district of the val-
ley.

Officials identified him as
Mohammad Iqbal Wani,
son of Ali Mohammad Wani
of Hajin in Bandipora dis-
trict. Acting promptly on the
alert generated by the Facial
Recognition System, police 
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In a show of strength
ahead of the proposed Jan-
tar Mantar protest for the
restoration of J&K state-
hood, the ruling NC held a
grand workers' convention
in Srinagar today.

NC chose to hold the
convention on the 26th
death anniversary of Be-
gum Akbar Jehan, the wife
of NC founder Sheikh Mo-
hammad Abdullah, and
mother of party president
Farooq Abdullah.

Hundreds of party work-
ers gathered at the venue

and stood united with the
party leadership amid
growing criticism of the
Abdullah government.

Party's senior leaders,
MPs, ministers and MLAs
from Kashmir attended the

event, as workers came
from different parts and
far-flung areas of the val-
ley.

After the 'fateha' ritual
(special prayers) for Be

Ahead of Delhi protest, NC pushes for
J&K statehood in show of strength 

NAGPUR, JUL 11:
Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari today called for deeper
cooperation among BRICS
nations to build transport
systems that are sustain-
able, resilient, inclusive and
future-ready, stating that
the grouping's collective
strength presents a unique
opportunity to shape the fu-
ture of global mobility
through innovation, part-
nership and shared respon-
sibility.

Welcoming transport
ministers, delegation heads
and senior officials from the
member countries, Gadkari

said the meeting was a sig-
nificant step towards
strengthening transport co-
operation among emerging
economies.

"India's BRICS Chairship,

guided by the theme 'Build-
ing for Resilience, Innova-
tion, Cooperation and Sus-
tainability', reflects a people
centric, humanity-first ap

Gadkari calls for cooperation to
shape future of global mobilityThe government has

approved the rehabilita-
tion & resettlement of
shopkeepers and kiosk
occupants affected by the
Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Ex-
pressway Road widening
project at Nai Basti, Sat-
wari Chowk, here.

According to an official
order, three kanals of
state land at Gole Gujral
would be transferred to
the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) for
developing a new munici-
pal market.

A total of 33 eligible
shopkeepers would be re-
habilitated at the new
site, while ex-gratia assis

A police constable was
dismissed from service in
Kathua district for re-
maining absent from
duty for more than two-
and-a-half years without
obtaining requisite au-
thorization.

Identified as cop
Bachan Sharma, a resi-
dent of Dhaloti, he was
posted at the district po-
lice lines (DPL), Kathua.

According to officials,
he was appointed as con
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J&K Bank, as convener
of the Jammu & Kashmir
Union Territory Level
Bankers' Committee
(UTLBC), organised a
Mega Financial Inclusion
Saturation Campaign-
2026 in collaboration with
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) under the theme
"Together Towards Finan-
cial Empowerment."

The programme, held at
the Government College of
Education, Srinagar, was
attended by Chief General
Manager-in-Charge

(FIDD), RBI, Nisha Nam-
biar, Regional Director RBI
(Jammu) Chandrashekhar
Azad, ADDC Srinagar Rifat
Aftab Qureshi, J&K Bank
Chief General Manager
Imtiyaz Ahmed Bhat, Gen-

eral Manager
(UTLBC/FID) Khursheed
Muzaffar, senior govern-
ment officials, representa-
tives of member banks,
banking correspondents, 

J&K Bank, RBI hold mega 
financial inclusion campaign

NEW DELHI, JUL 11:
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), in its
All-India Weather Sum-
mary and Forecast Bulletin
issued today, has forecast
an active monsoon spell
over northwest India, in-
cluding J&K, during the
next six days.

The weather office has
warned of heavy rainfall
over Jammu & Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi, while thunder-
storms, lightning and gusty

winds are expected across
parts of central and eastern
India.

According to the IMD,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi are likely to witness
isolated to scattered rain-
fall from July 11 to July 16.
The intensity of rainfall is
expected to increase during
the first three days, with
isolated heavy rainfall
likely between July 11 and
July 13. The weather condi-
tions could trigger water-
logging in low-lying areas,
traffic congestion and lo-
calised flooding, particu-

larly in urban centres.
For Jammu & Kashmir,

the weather office has fore-
cast fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall on July
11 and 12. Thereafter, rain-
fall activity is expected to
reduce slightly, with iso-
lated to scattered showers
likely from July 13 to July
16. Heavy rainfall is likely
at isolated places on July 11
and 12, particularly in hilly
areas.

Punjab is also expected to
remain under the influence
of an active monsoon sys

Heavy rains likely in J&K,
neighbouring states

Fresh batch of 9,182 pilgrims
leaves for Amarnathji cave shrine

In view of the latest
weather forecast issued by
the India Meteorological
Department, the adminis-
tration has issued a
weather advisory warning
of light to moderate rain-
fall, thunderstorms, light-
ning and gusty winds
across the district till July
14, 2026, urging people to
remain vigilant and avoid
vulnerable areas.

According to the advi-
sory, light to moderate
rainfall was expected to
affect the higher reaches
and mountainous areas of
the district during the 

Trump threatens Iran after  Khamenei's 
funeral saw open calls for his killing
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Weather alert 
issued for 
Kishtwar

Cop dismissed 
from service

Sing Geetham OTT Release: When And Where To Watch 
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao’s Film Online P- 10

Govt approves 
rehabilitation of Nai
Basti shopkeepers

NEW DELHI, JUL 11 :
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that the
Government of India had
given approval for estab-
lishing a "Street Food Hub"
at Lakhanpur in Kathua dis-
trict under the PM
SVANidhi initiative. 

Lakhanpur is among 50
towns selected pan-India 

'Street Food Hub' to
be developed at

Lakhanpur: Jitendra
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HANOI, JUL 11: Fif-
teen Indian tourists were
killed after the speedboat
they were travelling in cap-
sized off Vietnam's Phu
Quoc Island on Saturday,
the Indian Embassy in
Hanoi said.

There were 36 people on
board, including 32 Indian
tourists and four local crew
members, of which 21 were
rescued.

Phu Quoc, Vietnam's
largest island, is a major
tourist destination, known
for its white-sand beaches,
coral reefs and island-hop-
ping excursions. The
tourists in this case were
reportedly returning from 

15 Indians 
killed in Vietnam

boat capsize
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OGW detained 
at Nunwan 
base camp

LEH, JUL 11: In a major
step towards positioning
Ladakh as a hub for clean
energy innovation and fu-
ture-ready technical educa-
tion, LG Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena today inaugurated a
Centre of Excellence for
Smart Energy and Electrical
Systems at LREDA Campus
in Leh. 

The centre has been es-
tablished to equip local 

Saxena inaugurates
Centre of

Excellence
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The State Investigation
Agency (SIA) of police has
secured an Interpol Red
Corner Notice (RCN)
against designated Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist
Imtiyaz Ahmad Kandoo in a
2013 terror case.

"It marks a significant
milestone in the investiga-
tion of the 2013 terrorist at-
tack case in the Tarzoo area
of north Kashmir's Bara-
mulla district, in which four
police personnel were
killed," officials said.

SIA secures 
RCN against
HM terrorist
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VISAKHAPATNAM, JUL 11: De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh today said
that 'future wars may be fought with Artifi-
cial Intelligence, but they will still be won by
national resolve, trained soldiers and ro-
bust military power'.

"Andhra Pradesh has emerged as a new
powerhouse of India's defence and aero-
space manufacturing," he said while
speaking at the commissioning ceremony of
INS Mahendragiri here.

Highlighting the government's balanced
approach towards defence modernisation,
Singh said India was investing in next-gen-
eration technologies while simultaneously
strengthening conventional military capa-
bilities.

He cited Operation Sindoor as an exam-
ple of the effective integration of conven-
tional and modern capabilities to safe-
guard national security.

"Future wars may be fought with Artifi-
cial Intelligence, but they will still be won by
national resolve, trained soldiers and the
capable military power. So, I would say
that new technologies and conventional
platforms are not opposed to each other,
but supplement each other, complete each
other. Without conventional platforms,
new technologies are incomplete in them-
selves," he said.

According to Singh, it is certain that new
technologies have reshaped warfare, but
they have not diminished the role of con-
ventional warfare means.

The strong conventional capability that is
still necessary for the fulfilment of basic

principles of war is as important as it was
before.

Emphasising that maritime security and
economic security are closely intercon-
nected, Singh said the seas remain vital for
trade, supply chains, energy security and
economic growth.

He reaffirmed the government's com-
mitment to the Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR) vision in the Indo-
Pacific.

Calling India a net security provider and
trusted regional partner, Singh said the In-
dian Navy has consistently demonstrated
its commitment through humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief operations,
anti-piracy missions and the evacuation of
Indian and foreign nationals from conflict-
hit regions, earning recognition as both a
first responder and a preferred security
partner.

Referring to the Indian Navy's role during 

Future wars will still be won by 
military power, not just AI: Def Min
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On July 11, 2025, at
around 8 pm, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi con-
veyed to  Kavinder Gupta
that he should be prepared
to shoulder a constitutional
responsibility in the service
of the nation.

Thereafter, on July 14,
2025, Gupta was appointed
as the Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh. Subsequently, on
March 5, 2026, he was ap-
pointed as the Governor of
Himachal Pradesh.

Recalling the moment as

one of the most significant
and unforgettable in his
public life, Gupta expressed
his heartfelt gratitude to the

Prime Minister for the trust
and confidence reposed in
him.

A defining moment in Kavinder 
Gupta's public life
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