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Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Minga Sherpa,
today chaired a review
meeting in his office cham-
ber to assess the progress of
key road infrastructure
projects being executed by
the Border Roads Organi-

sation across the district.
During the meeting, the

Deputy Commissioner un-
dertook a comprehensive
review of the status of the
Dhar road and other ongo-
ing BRO projects. He di-
rected the executing agen-
cies to expedite the pace of
work by mobilising ade-
quate manpower and ma-
chinery to ensure comple-

tion of all projects within
the stipulated timelines.

The DC also instructed
the BRO to undertake im-
mediate filling of potholes
and clear all choked drains
within its jurisdiction to fa-
cilitate smooth traffic
movement and prevent wa-
terlogging.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized the

need for maintaining the
highest standards of qual-
ity while accelerating the
work. He stressed the im-
portance of close coordina-
tion among all concerned
departments to resolve on-
ground issues in a time-
bound manner and ensure
the timely completion of
the road projects for the
benefit of the public.

DC reviews progress of BRO projects in Udhampur,
Stresses timely completion, quality execution
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In a major step toward
enhancing rural healthcare
accessibility and advancing
the goal of a Tuberculosis-
free India, a mega health
camp and Nikshay Shivir
was organized at Village
Karthie, Sub-Division Pad-
dar.

The comprehensive med-
ical camp was held under
the direction of District De-
velopment Commissioner
(DDC) Kishtwar Pankaj
Kumar Sharma and under
the supervision of the Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) Dr.
Sanjay Kumar Bhat. The
initiative was executed in
close coordination with
Hans Foundation Hospi-
tals, a prominent non-gov-
ernmental organization

(NGO) dedicated to health-
care mobilization.

Block Medical Officer
(BMO) Paddar, Dr. Kris-
han Singh Katoch was pre-
sent at the venue to lead the
operations and ensure
seamless execution. Under
his direct monitoring, the
collaborative healthcare
team provided multi-spe-
cialty evaluations, diagnos-
tic tests and immediate

pharmaceutical relief to a
large turnout of locals.

The camp uniquely inte-
grated the objectives of the
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
alongside broader commu-
nity health services.

Utilizing advanced mo-
bile diagnostic equipment,
the team performed digital
chest X-rays for 130 pa-
tients. Individuals exhibit-
ing presumptive TB symp-

toms were identified on the
spot and routed into the
National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP)
framework for further test-
ing and follow-up care.

Dedicated eye checkups
were conducted to identify
patients suffering from
cataracts. Individuals re-
quiring surgical interven-
tion were registered for
cataract surgery to be done
by the Hans Foundation.

Beneficiaries received
comprehensive physical
checkups, primary health
consultations and essential
medicines completely free
of charge.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the medical authori-
ties expressed deep appreci-
ation for the vital support
provided by the Hans
Foundation. 

District admin Kishtwar in collaboration with Hans
Foundation organize Mega Health Camp in Paddar
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The Department of Agri-
culture Poonch under the
Agricultural Technology
Management Agency
(ATMA), today organized a
one-day farmer training
programme at the Commu-
nity Hall, Panchayat Ghar,
Lower Jhullas. The pro-
gramme was aimed at en-
hancing farmers' knowl-
edge of modern
agricultural practices, gov-
ernment welfare schemes
and scientific farming tech-
niques.

The training programme
witnessed the participation
of progressive farmers,
Chief Agriculture Officer,
District Agriculture Officer
(Ext) and representatives
from allied departments,
including Horticulture, An-
imal Husbandry, KVK,

Lead District Manager and
representative of General
Insurance Company Lim-
ited.

Experts from allied de-
partments delivered lec-
tures on the latest agricul-
tural technologies, crop

management practices,
horticulture development,
livestock management,
crop insurance, financial
assistance and other flag-
ship government schemes.
The interactive sessions
provided farmers an op-

portunity to seek expert
guidance on issues related
to farming and allied sec-
tors.

CAO Jograj Slathia em-
phasized the importance of
adopting scientific and sus-
tainable farming practices
to improve agricultural
productivity and farmers'
income. He urged farmers
to make full use of govern-
ment schemes and exten-
sion services available
through the Agriculture
Department and allied
agencies.

The programme con-
cluded with an interactive
session, during which
farmers actively asked their
questions to experts and
clarified their queries. Par-
ticipants appreciated the
initiative and expressed
their willingness to adopt
the improved technologies
and practices shared dur-
ing the training.

Agriculture Department Poonch organizes
Farmer Training Programme under ATMA
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Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environ-
ment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana, along
with Advisor to Chief Minis-
ter, Nasir Aslam Wani to-
day chaired a high-level re-
view meeting at the Civil
Secretariat, Srinagar to as-
sess the functioning and
progress of the Irrigation
and Flood Control (I & FC)
sector across Kashmir Di-
vision.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Chief
Secretary, Jal Shakti De-
partment, Shaleen Kabra,
senior officers of the de-
partment and representa-
tives of various wings asso-
ciated with the irrigation &
flood management and
PHE.

While addressing the
meeting, Javed Rana
stressed the need for fur-
ther strengthening the
flood protection infrastruc-
ture across Kashmir Valley,
particularly along vulnera-
ble stretches of River
Jhelum and its tributaries,
to enhance resilience
against flood-related risks
and safeguard the lives,
property and public assets.

The Minister reviewed
the physical and financial
progress achieved under
various flood management
and mitigation projects. He
directed the concerned of-
ficers to expedite the exe-
cution of ongoing works
while ensuring strict adher-
ence to quality standards
and stipulated timelines so
that all critical interven-
tions are completed ahead
of the monsoon season.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of continuous moni-
toring, inter-departmental

coordination and proactive
planning, Javed Rana
called for a comprehensive
and preparedness-driven
approach to flood manage-
ment in the Valley. He in-
structed the officers to
identify and promptly ad-
dress the bottlenecks hin-
dering the progress of flood
protection works. He asked
to ensure their timely com-
pletion in the larger public
interest and for the safety
of vulnerable communities.

Rana also emphasised
upon prioritising restora-
tion of defunct irrigation
canals, repair of canal
breaches and maintenance
of irrigation infrastructure
across the Valley to ensure
uninterrupted water sup-
ply to agricultural fields.

Advisor Nasir Aslam
Wani underscored the need
for a proactive and long-
term approach towards
flood management in
Kashmir. He stressed the
importance of strengthen-
ing embankments, enhanc-
ing river carrying capacity
and ensuring timely execu-
tion of flood protection
works. He called for im-
proved preparedness, reg-
ular maintenance of flood
channels and greater inter-
departmental coordination
to safeguard vulnerable ar-
eas and minimise the im-
pact of future flood events.

He emphasised the need
for sustainable water use
and the importance of rain
water harvesting through
installation and use of water
storage tanks.

During the review, a de-
tailed presentation was
given on the measures un-
dertaken to mitigate the
flood risks across vulnera-
ble areas and the progress
achieved under various on-
going schemes and pro-

jects. The presentation
highlighted the status of
desilting and dredging op-
erations, strengthening
and restoration of embank-
ments, construction of
flood protection works. It
also covered the physical
and financial progress of
various flood management
projects being executed un-
der different schemes and
funding components.

The officers apprised  of
the status of irrigation in-
frastructure, water dis-
charge levels and measures
being taken to meet the re-
quirements of farmers
across the Valley.

The Minister was in-
formed that under the
Prime Minister's Develop-
ment Package (PMDP)
launched in the aftermath
of the devastating 2014
floods, under PMDP
Phase-I, most works for
flood management and
restoration have been sub-
stantially completed.  Ac-
cordingly, Phase-II (Part-
A), involving works worth
?1,623.43 crore under the
Flood Management and
Border Areas Programme
(FMBAP), is under imple-
mentation from FY 2022-
23.

The meeting also re-
viewed the safety audit of
embankments along River
Jhelum and assessed the
progress achieved under
the Prime Minister's Devel-
opment Package (PMDP)
Phase-II. Progress of ongo-
ing projects being executed
under the UT Capex Bud-
get, NABARD and SASCI
Disaster Component was
also reviewed threadbare.

Regarding the initiatives
after September 2025, in
view of the persistent flood
threat posed by River
Jhelum and to strengthen

preparedness for the forth-
coming monsoon season, it
was informed that the de-
partment had initiated a
comprehensive post-mon-
soon safety audit in Octo-
ber 2025 to assess the vul-
nerabilities and identify
critical intervention points.

Based on the findings of
the audit, 62 flood mitiga-
tion works were identified
at an estimated cost of Rs
71.56 crore. Of these, 16
works involving an expen-
diture of Rs 27.31 crore
were completed under the
ongoing FMBAP, Regular
UT Capex and DMRRR
(UT Capex) programmes.
The remaining 46 works
were tendered under MH-
4711 (Flood Sector–UT
Capex) at an estimated cost
of Rs 43.25 crore. So far, 28
works have been com-
pleted, while eight others
are in advanced stages of
completion, significantly
enhancing the flood protec-
tion infrastructure along
the river system.

Under the UT CAPEX
Budget 2026–27, the Irri-
gation and Flood Control
(I&FC) Kashmir sector
recorded substantial
progress across major irri-
gation, minor irrigation
and flood control sectors.

For the financial year
2026–27, the department
has taken up 129 works for
execution, comprising 124
ongoing works and five
new works. It was also
given out that sector-wise,
the department has taken
up 20 Major Irrigation
works, 46 Minor Irrigation
works, and 63 Flood Con-
trol works, reflecting the
government's continued
focus on strengthening ir-
rigation infrastructure and
flood management across
Kashmir Division.

Jal Shakti Minister, Advisor to CM review
I&FC sector of Kashmir Division
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Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar Pankaj Kumar
Sharma today convened a
meeting of district and sec-
toral officers to finalise elab-
orate arrangements for the
smooth, secure and success-
ful conduct of the Annual
Shree Hudh Mata Trisand-
hiya Yatra–2026, scheduled
to commence on July 15,
2026.

As per the notified sched-
ule, the Holy Mace (Charri
Mubarak) shall reach Shri
Gauri Shankar Mandir
Sarkoot Kishtwar on July 16,
2026.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner undertook a compre-
hensive review of all logisti-
cal, infrastructural and
safety-related arrangements
to ensure a seamless and
hassle-free pilgrimage expe-
rience for devotees. Stress-
ing inter-departmental co-
ordination and proactive
execution, he issued a slew
of directions aimed at aug-
menting public convenience
and ensuring strict adher-
ence to safety protocols.

Key directions included
desilting of drains, ensuring
uninterrupted potable water
supply, provision of clean
and adequate sanitation fa-

cilities at critical locations
including Shri Gauri
Shankar Mandir and upkeep
of roads along the Yatra
route. He further directed
improvement of infrastruc-
ture from Kishtwar to Shri
Hudh Mata Bhawan.

The concerned depart-
ments were directed to en-
sure adequate solar lighting,
uninterrupted power sup-
ply, sanitation management,
accommodation facilities,
transportation arrange-
ments and robust healthcare
services. Special emphasis
was laid on the deployment
of medical teams, availabil-
ity of ambulances and provi-
sion of free of cost medicines
for pilgrims.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also reviewed security
and disaster preparedness
measures.

The Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Kishtwar

Naresh Singh assured com-
prehensive security arrange-
ments, including advance
deployment of personnel,
strategic surveillance and ef-
fective crowd management
mechanisms. SDRF teams
shall also be deployed at vul-
nerable points along the Ya-
tra route.

To maintain environmen-
tal sanctity and cleanliness,
directions were issued for in-
stallation of dustbins, sani-
tation drives at all Langer
(community kitchen) sites
and dissemination of aware-
ness messages encouraging
eco-friendly practices
among pilgrims. A public
advisory shall also be issued
in this regard.

The Chief Executive Offi-
cer Municipal Council Kisht-
war and Block Development
Officer, Kishtwar, were
specifically directed to en-
sure meticulous sanitation,

cleanliness and desilting of
drains in and around Shri
Gauri Shankar Mandir,
Sarkoot.

The District Traffic In-
spector Kishtwar was di-
rected to formulate and im-
plement a foolproof traffic
management plan to regu-
late vehicular movement
during the Yatra.

During the meeting, rep-
resentatives of the Sanatan
Dharma Sabha, led by its
President, Mahant Ram
Saran Dass Ji Maharaj,
along with members of the
Shri Hudh Mata Yatra Man-
agement Committee, raised
various issues and sugges-
tions. The Deputy Commis-
sioner responded with on-
the-spot directions and
reiterated the unwavering
commitment of the District
Administration towards fa-
cilitating a safe and spiritu-
ally enriching pilgrimage.

DC Kishtwar finalises arrangements for Annual
Shree Hudh Mata Trisandhiya Yatra–2026


