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Continuing his commit-
ment to taking governance
to the people’s doorstep,
MLA Chenani-Ghordi Bal-
want Singh Mankotia today
organized a comprehensive
Public Outreach Pro-
gramme at Government
Higher Secondary School,
Sewna, where a large num-
ber of residents from Sewna
and adjoining areas partici-
pated to highlight their
grievances and develop-
mental needs. 

The programme wit-
nessed the presence of offi-
cers from several govern-
ment departments,
including Public Works
(R&B), Jal Shakti, Power
Development Department,
Rural Development, Educa-
tion, Health, Revenue and
other line departments.
Former DDC members, for-
mer BDC Chairpersons, for-
mer Sarpanches, Panches,
senior BJP leaders, promi-
nent citizens and a large
gathering of local residents
were also present on the oc-
casion.

During the interaction,
people raised various issues
related to road connectivity,
drinking water supply, elec-
tricity infrastructure, edu-
cation, healthcare, irriga-
tion and other civic
amenities. MLA Balwant
Singh Mankotia patiently
heard each grievance and
directed the concerned de-
partmental officers to take
immediate action for the
timely redressal of genuine
public issues. Several griev-
ances were resolved on the
spot, while the remaining

matters were referred to the
concerned departments
with clear directions for
prompt follow-up.

Addressing the gathering,
MLA Mankotia reiterated
that since assuming office
as the elected representa-
tive of the Chenani-Ghordi
Constituency, he has
adopted a people-centric
approach by regularly orga-
nizing Public Outreach Pro-
grammes and Public Dar-
bars across the
constituency. He empha-
sized that the objective of
these programmes is to en-
sure that people receive
government services and
solutions at their doorstep
without being forced to
make repeated visits to gov-
ernment offices.

On the developmental
front, MLA Mankotia an-
nounced ?20 lakh from his
Constituency Development
Fund (CDF) in two phases
for various developmental
works in the Sewna area. He
informed the gathering
that, as per the existing
norms, only ?10 lakh can be
sanctioned in a single

phase, therefore the total
amount of ?20 lakh has
been approved in two sepa-
rate phases to ensure the
completion of priority de-
velopment works for the
benefit of the local popula-
tion.

Highlighting the develop-
mental achievements wit-
nessed in the constituency
over the past years, MLA
Mankotia stated that under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), more than
10,000 houses have been
sanctioned across the
Chenani-Ghordi Con-
stituency, providing perma-
nent housing to thousands
of deserving families. He
further informed that over
100 roads have been sanc-
tioned under the PMGSY,
significantly improving
rural connectivity in far-
flung areas.

He also stated that major
initiatives have been under-
taken to strengthen the
electricity infrastructure,
with several new projects
being launched to improve
power supply and reduce
transmission-related is-

sues. In the education sec-
tor, he said that multiple
new school buildings and
educational infrastructure
projects have been sanc-
tioned and completed after
he assumed office as MLA,
reflecting the government’s
commitment towards
strengthening quality edu-
cation in rural areas.

MLA Mankotia assured
the people that his priority
remains the overall and bal-
anced development of every
village in the constituency.
He reaffirmed that no gen-
uine public issue would re-
main unattended and that
his office would continue to
work in close coordination
with all departments to en-
sure transparent, account-
able and people-oriented
governance.

The programme con-
cluded with the local resi-
dents expressing gratitude
to MLA Balwant Singh
Mankotia for personally vis-
iting the area, listening to
their concerns and taking
concrete steps towards re-
solving long-pending devel-
opmental issues.

‘MLA Mankotia holds public 
outreach programme at Chenani’
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The Jammu and Kash-
mir National Conference
senior leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary on wednesday
said the restoration of
statehood has emerged as
the defining demand of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir, asserting that the
party's proposed "Delhi
Chalo" protest on July 20
is a decisive push against
the Centre's prolonged de-
lay in honouring its com-
mitment.

Addressing public meet-
ings at Udhampur Chaired
by Sunil Verma District
President Udhampur Ur-
ban and Katra Chaired by
District President Reasi
Raj Kumar Sharma and
arranged by Jugal Kishore
Zonal President Udham-
pur Reasi Zone YNC,
Choudhary said the time
for assurances has passed
and the time for action has
arrived. 

He urged people to join
the movement demanding
the restoration of Jammu
and Kashmir's constitu-
tional status.

"The Centre continues to
hide behind the vague
phrase 'at an appropriate
time'. But how long is 'ap-
propriate'? Delimitation
has been completed. As-
sembly elections were held
in 2024. Every condition
cited by the Government of
India has been fulfilled—
except its promise," he
said.

Calling the delay "unjus-
tifiable and undemocra-
tic", Choudhary said

Jammu and Kashmir, with
its unique geography, his-
tory and administrative
challenges, cannot be ef-
fectively governed through
a Union Territory arrange-
ment that leaves an elected
government with limited
powers.

"A one-size-fits-all
model cannot work in
Jammu and Kashmir. This
is a historic state, not an
administrative experi-
ment. Our people deserve
a government that has the
authority to govern, not
merely occupy office," he
remarked.

He said the continued
denial of statehood weak-
ens the spirit of coopera-
tive federalism and has
compounded governance
challenges faced by the
people.

"The aspirations of our
people cannot be kept in
cold storage forever. State-
hood is not a favour—it is a
solemn promise made to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, and promises
must be honoured,"

Choudhary asserted.
National Conference

Provincial President
Jammu Rattan Lal Gupta,
who also addressed the
gatherings, called upon
party workers and the pub-
lic to make the July 12
mega rally in Jammu a his-
toric success as a precursor
to the "Delhi Chalo"
Protest at Jantar Mantar.

"We have waited pa-
tiently for nearly 18
months after the Assembly
elections. 

Patience should not be
mistaken for acceptance.
The people of Jammu and
Kashmir are now prepared
to peacefully and democra-
tically raise their voice for
their constitutional rights,"
Gupta said.

He noted that despite
Jammu and Kashmir's vast
developmental require-
ments and its status as a
former state, it continues
to function under an
arrangement that falls
short of people's expecta-
tions.

"The July 12 rally will

send a loud and clear mes-
sage from Jammu that the
demand for statehood is
non-negotiable. It will mo-
bilise our cadre and elected
representatives for the
July 20 march to Delhi,
where the voice of Jammu
and Kashmir will be heard
with full force," Gupta
added.

Among others who were
present in the meeting in-
cluded Akash Verma Addi-
tional Spokesperson
Jammu, Javid Iqbal, Rafiq
Mohd, Sardar Gurmeet
Singh, Ch. Abdul Rashid,
Dr. Jatinder Prashar,
Prabha Devi Rtd district
Planning Officer, Gh. Has-
san Kant, Inder Prakash,
Satish Walia, Atta Mohd,
Mohd Iqbal, Om Parkash
Sanyal, Amar Nath Rtd
Principal, Ajay Kumar,
Sanjay Kumar, Geet Ku-
mar, Raj Kumar Sharma,
Mohd Ajhar, Mohd Rashid
, Dev Raj, Rakesh Kumar
and other party func-
tionaries were also pre-
sent.

Dy CM, Gupta ramps up 'Delhi Chalo' campaign
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The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Jammu &
Kashmir Branch Office
(JKBO), on Wednesday or-
ganized a Resident Welfare
Association (RWA) Sensi-
tisation Programme for
members of the Bank Wel-
fare Association at Shiv
Shakti Temple Hall, New
Green Model Town, Ja-
landhar, to promote aware-
ness about quality stan-
dards, consumer rights and
the importance of purchas-
ing BIS-certified products.

More than 30 residents
participated in the pro-
gramme, which was aimed
at educating consumers
about the role of BIS in en-
suring the quality, safety
and reliability of products
through Indian Standards.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ashish Dwivedi, Stan-
dard Promotion Officer
(SPO), BIS-JKBO, high-
lighted the organisation's
initiatives in consumer
awareness, standardisa-
tion, product certification,
hallmarking of gold jew-
ellery and quality assur-
ance. He urged participants
to prefer standardised and
quality-certified products
and become informed con-
sumers. The technical ses-
sion was conducted by BIS
Resource Person Sanjiwan
Singh Dadhwal, who ex-
plained the significance of
the ISI Mark on certified

products and the Hallmark
on gold jewellery. 

He also informed partici-
pants about the mandatory
Quality Control Orders
(QCOs) issued by the Gov-
ernment of India and ad-
vised them to verify the au-
thenticity of products
before making purchases.

Dadhwal also demon-
strated the features of the
BIS Care App, showing

participants how to verify
ISI-marked products,
check the registration de-
tails of hallmarked jew-
ellery, lodge complaints
against substandard prod-
ucts and access informa-
tion about BIS-certified
manufacturers.

The programme con-
cluded with an interactive
question-and-answer ses-
sion, during which BIS of-

ficials addressed partici-
pants' queries related to
product certification, hall-
marking and consumer
safety.

Participants appreciated
the informative session,
while BIS JKBO reiterated
its commitment to promot-
ing quality consciousness
and empowering con-
sumers to make informed
purchasing decisions.

BIS JKBO holds Consumer Awareness Programme
for Bank Welfare Association in Jalandhar
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