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As part of the ongoing
Cooperative Week being
observed from June 29
to July 06, 2026, the
Department of Cooper-
atives, Bandipora on
Saturday organised a
Plantation Drive under
the theme "Green Coop-
erative Day" at NM Gov-
ernment Higher Sec-
ondary School
Bandipora.

The programme was or-
ganised in line with the ob-
servance of Cooperative
Week, commemorating
five years of the Ministry of
Cooperation, Government
of India. 

The initiative aimed to
promote environmental
conservation while high-
lighting the role of the co-
operative sector in advanc-
ing the vision of "Sahakar
Se Samriddhi."

The plantation drive was
attended by Deputy Regis-
trar Cooperatives Bandi-
pora, Adnan Nazir; Assis-
tant Registrar
Cooperatives, Aatif Ma-
jeed; PACCS Development
Officer, BCCB, Zahoor Ah-
mad Andrabi; and In-
charge Principal, NM Gov-

ernment Higher Secondary
School Bandipora, Muneer
Ahmad Pintoo.

Besides, officials of the
Cooperative Department
Bandipora, staff and stu-
dents of the Eco Club of the
School Bandipora also par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme.

Students, staff and offi-
cers of the Cooperative De-
partment enthusiastically
participated in the planta-
tion drive and planted
saplings within the school
premises, reaffirming their
commitment towards envi-
ronmental protection and
sustainable development.

Green Cooperative Day observed at NM Govt 
Higher Secondary School Bandipora
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The Jammu & Kashmir
Real Estate Regulatory Au-
thority (JK RERA) has is-
sued a strong advisory to
the general public, request-
ing citizens to refrain from
investing in real estate pro-
jects that are not registered
with the Authority.

The advisory follows a se-
ries of stringent enforce-
ment actions on the
ground. Under the supervi-
sion of the Chairperson of
JK RERA, Satish Chandra,
a team of officers including
Deputy Secretary JK
RERA, Esha Chib, and
Naib Tehsildar, Gias-u-din

carried out extensive in-
spections of various illegal
and unregistered colonies
across multiple locations.
The enforcement drive tar-
geted unauthorized devel-
opments at 90 Feet Road,
Nowgam, Zakoora, and
Gulab Bagh in Srinagar, as
well as several areas in
Budgam district.

To protect hard-earned
money and avoid falling
into legal or financial traps,
JKRERA strongly advises
prospective buyers to fol-
low a strict verification
process before making any
financial commitments.
Before investing or booking
a property, citizens must
first ensure that the real es-
tate project is explicitly reg-

istered with the JKRERA.
If a project lacks a valid
RERA registration num-
ber, individuals should not
invest in that project under
any circumstances.

Furthermore, buyers
must ensure that the real
estate agent facilitating the
transaction is also regis-
tered with JK RERA. Un-
der the Real Estate Act
2016, only a RERA-regis-
tered real estate agent is
authorized to market, pro-
mote, or facilitate transac-
tions for a RERA-regis-
tered real estate project.

Dealing with unregis-
tered individuals or entities
leaves buyers exposed to
significant risks. Investing
in unregistered projects or

dealing with unregistered
agents strips buyers of their
legal protections under the
Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act.

Chairperson, JK RERA,
Satish Chandra, reiterated
the Authority's commit-
ment to bringing trans-
parency and accountability
to the region's real estate
sector. He warned develop-
ers and agents operating
without valid registration
to halt activities immedi-
ately or face strict legal and
penal action. He further
advised citizens to verify
the registration status of
both projects and agents by
visiting the official JK
RERA portal before finaliz-
ing any property deals.

JKRERA inspects various Illegal 
Colonies across multiple locations
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The Food & Drugs Ad-
ministration (FDA),
Jammu & Kashmir, has is-
sued a comprehensive ban
on the manufacture, stor-
age, transportation, distrib-
ution, and sale of all food
products containing to-
bacco and nicotine as in-
gredients.

The order is issued by
Commissioner FDA, J&K,
who is also designated as
Commissioner of Food
Safety, J&K, in the interest
of public health and in ex-
ercise of powers under Sec-
tion 30(2)(a) & (b) of the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, in accordance

with Regulation 2.3.4 of the
Food Safety and Standards
(Prohibition and Restric-
tions on Sales) Regula-
tions, 2011, keeping in view
directions of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India,
and advisories issued by
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) and the Govern-
ment of India.

The prohibition covers
Gutkha, Pan Masala con-
taining tobacco/nicotine,
and all chewable or
flavoured food products
containing tobacco and/or
nicotine, whether sold as a
single product or in sepa-
rate packages intended to
be mixed and consumed to-
gether. The  order will re-

main in force across the en-
tire Union Territory for a
period of one year starting
June 2026.

The measure aims to
safeguard public health,
particularly protecting chil-
dren, adolescents, youth
and other vulnerable
groups from the harmful
effects of tobacco and nico-
tine consumption.

The Commissioner has
directed all Designated Of-
ficers, Food Safety Officers
and enforcement teams
across the Union Territory
to intensify market surveil-
lance, inspections and en-
forcement drives. Special
focus has been laid on edu-
cational institutions, pub-
lic places, transport hubs,

wholesale markets and ar-
eas frequented by young
consumers.

The Food & Drugs Ad-
ministration has appealed
to general public, educa-
tional institutions, civil soci-
ety organizations, traders'
associations and other
stakeholders, to support
the initiative and report
any instances of manufac-
ture, storage, transporta-
tion or sale of prohibited
products to the concerned
authorities through the
Toll-Free Number 104, by
email at
cfsjandk.fnd@jk.gov.in , or
through the FSSAI con-
sumer grievance portal,
https://foscos.fssai.gov.in/
consumergrievance.

FDA imposes Prohibition on Gutkha, Pan Masala,
and Tobacco-Mixed Food Products for one year
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As part of the ongoing
Nasha Mukt Jammu &
Kashmir Abhiyan, a series
of Dosti Discussions were
organised on Saturday at
various educational insti-
tutions across Bandipora
district to raise awareness
among students and the
community about the
harmful effects of drug
abuse and to promote a
healthy, responsible and
drug-free lifestyle.

At Government Higher
Secondary School Shadi-
pora, the programme was
attended by Deputy Chief
Education Officer Bandi-
pora, Dr. G.M. Puju, who
participated as the Nodal
Officer. 

Principal HSS Shadi-
pora, Anees Farhat, also
addressed the gathering
and highlighted the im-
portance of collective ef-
forts in safeguarding
youth from the menace of
substance abuse. The
event witnessed active
participation from mem-
bers of Civil Society
Shadipora, parents, teach-
ers and students of the
cluster.

A Dosti Discussion
along with the "Maa Se
Guft-a-Gu" programme
was also held at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary
School Gadakhud, Sum-
bal. District Treasury Of-
ficer Bandipora, Imtiyaz
Ahmad attended the event
as the Chief Guest and

stressed the vital role of
families, educational in-
stitutions and society in
nurturing responsible and
drug-free youth.

Similarly, a Dosti Dis-
cussion was organised at
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School Purana Tu-
lail, where the Principal,
Government Degree Col-
lege Tulail, attended as
the Chief Guest and en-
couraged students to stay
away from drugs and con-
tribute positively towards
society.

Another Dosti Discus-
sion was held at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary
School Mantrigram,
where Deputy District
Election Officer Bandi-
pora, Er Hilal Ahmad, at-
tended as the Chief Guest
and witnessed participa-
tion of Chief Education
Officer Bandipora. Er Hilal
Ahmad urged students to
make informed choices,
remain focused on their
goals and actively support
the vision of a drug-free
society.

The programmes fea-
tured interactive discus-
sions on the ill effects of
substance abuse, the im-
portance of early aware-
ness and the shared re-
sponsibility of families,
educational institutions
and the community in
preventing drug addic-
tion.  Participants reaf-
firmed their commitment
to making Bandipora a
drug-free district through
sustained awareness,
community participation
and collective action.

Dosti Discussions strengthen community
resolve against Drug Abuse across Bandipora
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As part of the ongoing
100-Day Nasha Mukt J&K
Abhiyan, a "Dosti Discus-
sion" programme was or-
ganised at Higher Sec-
ondary School (HSS)
Mantrigam on Saturday to
raise awareness among stu-
dents about the harmful ef-
fects of drug abuse and the
importance of leading a
healthy and responsible
life.

Deputy District Election
Officer, Er. Hilal Ahmad,
attended the programme as
Nodal Officer and under-
scored the importance of

collective efforts in com-
bating the menace of
substance abuse.

Chief Education Offi-
cer Bandipora also at-
tended the programme
and appreciated the ini-
tiatives being under-
taken under the cam-
paign to sensitise youth
and promote a drug-free
society.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students
and faculty members,
who pledged to play an
active role in spreading
awareness against drug
abuse and contributing
towards building a drug-
free society.

'Dosti Discussion' held at HSS Mantrigam 
under 100-Day Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
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The five-day Farm-
ers’ Exposure Visit
Programme, orga-
nized by the Direc-
torate of Agriculture
Kashmir, concluded
today at the Direc-
torate Hall, Lal Mandi,
Srinagar, with Direc-
tor Agriculture Kash-
mir,  Sartaj Ahmad
Shah, presiding over
the valedictory func-
tion as the chief guest.

The programme was de-
signed to provide partici-
pating farmers with first-
hand exposure to modern
agricultural technologies,
innovative farming prac-
tices and successful mod-
els of sustainable agricul-
ture. Throughout the
five-day programme,
farmers interacted with
subject experts, visited im-
portant agricultural insti-
tutions and gained practi-
cal insights into improved
crop management, re-
source-efficient farming
and value addition in agri-
culture.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Director Agriculture
Kashmir, emphasized that
exposure visits are an im-
portant component of ca-
pacity building as they en-
able farmers to learn from
successful experiences,

adopt scientific interven-
tions and replicate best
practices in their own
fields. He said that such
initiatives help bridge the
gap between research and
field-level implementa-
tion, ultimately contribut-
ing to enhanced agricul-
tural productivity, higher
farm incomes and sustain-
able agricultural develop-
ment across the Kashmir
Valley.

Shah appreciated the
enthusiasm, dedication
and active participation
displayed by the farmers

during the programme and
urged them to act as am-
bassadors of modern agri-
culture by sharing the
knowledge and experi-
ences gained with fellow
farmers in their respective
villages. 

He stressed that the
Agriculture Department
remains committed to em-
powering the farming
community through con-
tinuous skill development,
farmer-centric training
programmes, exposure vis-
its, field demonstrations
and technology dissemina-

tion under various devel-
opmental initiatives.

On the occasion, the Di-
rector distributed certifi-
cates among the participat-
ing farmers in recognition
of their successful comple-
tion of the programme.
The participants expressed
their gratitude to the Agri-
culture Department for
providing them with a
valuable learning platform
and affirmed their com-
mitment to adopting the
improved technologies and
practices demonstrated
during the exposure visit.

5-Day Farmers’ Exposure Visit concludes 
at Directorate of Agriculture Kashmir
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Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner
(ADDC), Shopian, Dr.
Nasir Ahmed Lone today
chaired a meeting at the
Mini Secretariat, Shopian
to review and discuss the
implementation of the
saturation campaign of
deepening financial inclu-
sion by ensuring universal
access to banking and fi-
nancial services for the
un-served and under
served population at
Gram Panchayat (GP) and
Urban Local Body (ULB)
levels being conducted
from June 15 to July 15,
2026.

During the meeting, the
ADDC stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring 100 per-
cent coverage of eligible
beneficiaries under differ-
ent government welfare
schemes and directed all
departments to work in

close coordination for ef-
fective implementation of
the campaign.

He also emphasized ex-
tensive awareness gener-
ation, extending financial
and banking services in
un- served and under-

served areas.
Officers were instructed

to intensify field-level ac-
tivities and submit regular
progress reports for
achieving the objectives of
the saturation campaign
within the stipulated

timeframe.
ACD, Muzaffar Ahmed;

ALC, Dr. Nida Yousuf;
LDM, Farooq Ahmed,
BDOs, CSC, Manager, Dis-
trict Manager, NRLM, and
other concerned attended
the meeting.

ADDC Shopian chairs reviews Saturation of Banking,
Financial Services Campaign at GP, ULB levels


