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Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts,
Surjeet Singh Slathia, today
chaired a meeting of the
Committee at the Assembly
Secretariat here to examine
the C&AG's audit paras
pertaining to the Jal Shakti
Department including PHE
and I&FC.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Legislators
Mubarik Gul, Shamim Fir-
dous,  Qaysar Jamshaid
Lone, Altaf Ahmad Wani
(Kaloo), Abdul Majeed
Bhat (Larmi), Ranbir Singh
Pathania, Ch Mohammad
Akram, Vikram Randhawa
along with Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) Jal Shakti
Department Shaleen
Kabra,  Secretary JKLA

Manoj Kumar Pandit and
senior officers of the Jal
Shakti Department, includ-
ing the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) and Irriga-
tion & Flood Control wings.

During the meeting, the
Committee held detailed
deliberations on the audit
observations and examined
the issues raised in the audit

paras.
After detailed discus-

sions, the Committee, upon
the assurance of the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Jal
Shakti Department, di-
rected the concerned offi-
cers to furnish a compre-
hensive report on the audit
paras discussed during the
meeting within the 15 days

for further examination by
the Committee.

The members of the
Committee actively partici-
pated in the deliberations
and offered valuable sug-
gestions and constructive
inputs aimed at improving
the functioning, trans-
parency and accountability
of the department.

Slathia chairs PAC meeting, examine C&AG's
audit paras pertaining to Jal Shakti Department
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Speaker Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly, Abdul Rahim
Rather, today chaired a
high-level review meeting
to assess the progress of
development works being
executed by the Public
Works (R&B) Department
in district Budgam, with
special focus in his con-
stituency, Charar-i-
Sharief.

During the meeting, the
department made a de-
tailed PowerPoint presen-
tation highlighting the
works completed during
the previous financial year
under various compo-
nents, including Roads &
Buildings (R&B), Connec-
tivity, pothole repairs and
the UT Capex Budget. The
meeting also reviewed the
new works proposed and
approved for execution
during the current finan-
cial year.

The Speaker took stock
of the physical and finan-

cial progress of the ongo-
ing projects and empha-
sized the need for their
timely completion to en-
sure that the benefits of de-
velopment reach the peo-
ple without delay.

He stressed that the ben-
efits of developmental
works must reach the peo-
ple at the grassroots level
and that every project
should translate into im-
proved public infrastruc-
ture and better civic
amenities. Drawing the at-
tention of the engineers to
several critical issues per-
taining to his constituency,

Charar-i-Sharief, the
Speaker directed them to
address and resolve these
issues at the earliest in the
larger interest of public
welfare.  The Speaker di-
rected the department to
expedite the pace of execu-
tion of all ongoing works
and ensure that they are
completed within the stipu-
lated timeframe. 

Abdul Rahim Rather un-
derscored that there
should be no compromise
on the quality of works and
instructed the officers to
maintain the highest stan-
dards in execution.

He emphasized that all
developmental initiatives
should translate into tan-
gible benefits and im-
proved public facilities for
the people of Charar-i-
Sharief.

CE R&B Central Kash-
mir, SE R&B Circle
Budgam, Director Finance
(PWD), Joint Director
Planning (PWD), CPO
Budgam, XENs Chadoora,
Charar-i-Sharief, Budgam
division besides other se-
nior officers of the Public
Works (R&B) Department
were present during the
meeting.

Speaker reviews PWD works in Charar-i-Sharief,
Stresses timely completion, quality execution
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Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and School Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, today
chaired a high-level review
meeting to assess develop-
mental issues and public
service delivery in the
Khansahib, Hazratbal,
Pampore, Sopore and Zain-
pora Assembly constituen-
cies.

The meeting was at-
tended by the MLAs in-
cluding Hasnain Masoodi,
Salman Ali Sagar, Showkat
Hussain, Ganai, Saif Ud
Din Bhat and Irshad Ra-
sool Kar, who highlighted
key issues and develop-
ment priorities pertaining
to their respective areas.

Senior officers from the
concerned departments
were also present.

During the meeting, the
Minister conducted a de-
tailed review of issues re-
lated to health infrastruc-
ture, school education,
social welfare and ongoing
developmental works. She
directed the concerned de-
partments to ensure
prompt redressal of public
grievances and timely im-
plementation of all ap-
proved projects.

Reviewing the Health
and Medical Education sec-

tor, the Minister stressed
the need for strengthening
healthcare facilities across
the constituencies. She di-
rected officials to expedite
the operationalisation of
identified Primary Health
Centres as 24×7 facilities,
complete pending infra-
structure works, improve
ambulance services, under-
take mapping of medical
blocks and ensure account-
ability in project execution.

The Minister also called
for enhanced diagnostic fa-
cilities, including CT scan
services at the Trauma
Centre, besides taking up
the reconstruction of un-
safe health buildings on
priority.

The Minister also di-
rected that necessary ac-
tion be initiated against any
officer found responsible
for unauthorized changes
in Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs). She emphasized
transparency in tendering

processes and instructed
officials to discourage be-
low-estimate tendering
while ensuring contractors
adhere to quality standards
and timelines.

Reviewing the School
Education sector, Sakeena
Itoo directed officials to ac-
celerate the upgradation of
schools, address infrastruc-
ture gaps and ensure equi-
table distribution of re-
sources across institutions.

In the Social Welfare sec-
tor, the Minister stressed
the need to expand out-
reach under various Cen-
tral and UT-sponsored
schemes. She directed offi-
cials to organize awareness
camps to maximize public
awareness and ensure that
benefits reach all eligible
beneficiaries. She also
called for intensified ICDS
outreach in uncovered and
left-out areas.

The Minister also re-
viewed constituency-spe-

cific development issues,
including the completion of
Government Degree Col-
leges, Schools and hospi-
tals buildings and regula-
tion of unauthorized
constructions and identifi-
cation of unsafe buildings
for appropriate action.

Interacting with the
MLAs, Sakeena Itoo as-
sured them that all genuine
issues raised during the
meeting would be exam-
ined on priority. She di-
rected the concerned de-
partments to maintain
close coordination with the
elected representatives to
ensure timely resolution of
public issues and effective
implementation of devel-
opmental initiatives.

The Minister emphasized
that strengthening public
services and accelerating
development across all
constituencies remain the
top priorities of the govern-
ment.

Itoo reviews development issues 
of 5 constituencies of Kashmir
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Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperatives and Elec-
tion Department, Javid Ah-
mad Dar, today chaired a
high-level review meeting
of senior officers of the
Rural Development, Agri-
culture, Horticulture, Ani-
mal Husbandry, Sheep
Husbandry and Coopera-
tives Departments to assess
the progress of ongoing de-
velopmental programmes
and key flagship schemes.

The meeting primarily
reviewed the implementa-
tion of Capital Expenditure
(CAPEX) works and Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes
(CSS) across the depart-
ments.

While reviewing the
progress, the Minister di-
rected the concerned offi-
cers to ensure close moni-
toring of all developmental
works for optimum utilisa-
tion of funds and timely
completion of infrastruc-
ture projects. He stressed
that every department
must adhere to prescribed
timelines, maintain quality
standards and adopt a re-
sult-oriented approach in
project execution to ensure
tangible benefits reach the
people.

Reviewing the Animal
and Sheep Husbandry sec-
tors, Javid Ahmad Dar in-
structed the officers to in-
tensify efforts for bringing
the maximum number of
livestock under the live-
stock insurance scheme,
thereby providing greater
financial security to farm-
ers and livestock rearers.

The Minister also di-
rected the Enforcement
Wing of the Agriculture De-
partment to strictly enforce

the prescribed guidelines
and strengthen field in-
spections to ensure trans-
parency, accountability
and adherence to quality
standards.

While reviewing the Hor-
ticulture Department, the
Minister instructed officers
to optimally utilise the ex-
isting canning centres by
converging them with Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) to
promote value addition,
generate employment op-
portunities and enhance
farmers' income. He fur-
ther directed the depart-
ment to establish a robust
monitoring mechanism for
registered nurseries sup-
plying planting material,
ensuring that only quality-
certified and disease-free
planting stock is distrib-
uted among growers while
eliminating the supply of
substandard material.

Taking stock of the Rural
Development Department,
the Minister directed offi-
cers to ensure that the sur-
vey of beneficiaries under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) is com-

pleted in a transparent, fair
and time-bound manner,
with no eligible beneficiary
left out or rejected without
due justification.

He further instructed the
department to compile and
submit all requisite docu-
ments relating to pending
liabilities prior to the transi-
tion to the G-RAM-G
regime so that the demand
for release of the remaining
funds could be effectively
pursued with the Govern-
ment of India. He also
asked the department to
furnish complete details of
the pending 14th Finance
Commission (14FC) liabil-
ities without delay.

Reviewing the Coopera-
tive sector, Javid Ahmad
Dar emphasised the need
to strengthen the dairy co-
operative movement across
Jammu and Kashmir to
improve farmers' incomes
and enhance rural liveli-
hoods. He also directed the
department to expedite the
audit of cooperative soci-
eties and ensure strict com-
pliance with statutory regu-
lations for transparent and

efficient functioning.
The Minister reiterated

the Government's commit-
ment towards strengthen-
ing rural infrastructure,
improving governance and
ensuring effective imple-
mentation of welfare and
development programmes.
He called upon all depart-
ments to work in close co-
ordination, maintain regu-
lar monitoring and adopt a
proactive approach to
achieve the desired out-
comes within the stipulated
timelines.

Later, several public dele-
gations from different parts
of Jammu and Kashmir
called on the Minister and
apprised him of various de-
velopmental and public
welfare issues concerning
their respective areas. The
Minister gave a patient
hearing to the delegations
and assured them that all
genuine demands and
grievances would be exam-
ined on priority and ad-
dressed in a time-bound
manner in coordination
with the concerned depart-
ments.

Javid Dar reviews CAPEX, CSS Implementation; Stresses
Timely Execution, Better Inter-Departmental Coordination

GANDERBAL, JULY 01: Sher-
e-Kashmir University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology of Kashmir
(SKUAST-K) on Tuesday inaugu-
rated a 10-day DHR–ICMR-spon-
sored national workshop on “Next-
Generation Biomaterial Scaffolds for
Stem Cell Therapeutics in Regenera-
tive Medicine” at the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Sciences and Animal Hus-
bandry (FVSc & AH), Shuhama,
Ganderbal.

The national-level workshop aims
to strengthen capacity building in re-
generative medicine by integrating
fundamental science, translational
research, biomaterial technologies,
and clinical applications.

The inaugural session was presided
over by Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K,
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai; Dean,
School of Life Sciences, Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir, Prof. Abid Hamid;
Head, CD Hospital, Dr. Naveed Nazir
Shah; Scientist and Consultant (Cell
& Gene Therapy), ICMR, New Delhi,
Dr. Sangram K. Samal. Senior univer-
sity officials, faculty members, scien-
tists, clinicians, researchers, and stu-
dents were also present.

Addressing the gathering, Prof.
Nazir Ahmad Ganai described the
workshop as a significant initiative
bringing together academia, medi-
cine, industry, and government on a
common platform. He commended
the faculty for organizing a program
of national importance and empha-
sized the need for institutional collab-

oration, innovation-driven research,
and affordable therapeutic solutions.
He also stressed the importance of
launching short skill-based programs
to expand certification opportunities
and support continuous professional
development.

Prof. Riaz Ahmad Shah, Dean,
FVSc & AH, highlighted the transfor-
mative potential of regenerative med-
icine in both human and veterinary
health care.

Prof. Abid Hamid termed the work-
shop a timely intervention for devel-
oping skilled human resources in the
emerging field of regenerative medi-
cine. Building on this, Dr. Naveed
Nazir Shah underscored the impor-
tance of translational research in
bridging laboratory discoveries with
clinical applications and stressed the
need for stronger multidisciplinary
collaborations.

Dr. Sangram K. Samal highlighted
the importance of One Health ap-
proaches, interdisciplinary research,
and structured capacity-building ini-
tiatives to accelerate progress in re-
generative medicine.

The inaugural session also wit-
nessed the release of a documentary
showcasing SKUAST-K’s milestones,
infrastructure, academic excellence,
research achievements, and future vi-
sion. A book on evidence-based re-
search and practical guidance in stem
cell therapeutics was also released,
along with a compendium document-
ing the university’s academic, re-

search, and outreach achievements.
Organizing secretary, Dr. Mudasir

Bashir Gugjoo reported an over-
whelming response to the workshop,
with 120 applications received for just
20 seats, including participation from
an international candidate from
Grenada.

Over the next 10 days, participants
will undergo intensive expert lectures
and hands-on training in stem cell
and exosome isolation, biomaterial
fabrication through 3D printing and
electrospinning, preclinical evalua-
tion, regulatory frameworks, and
clinical applications.

A major highlight of the workshop
will be an industry–academia–policy
dialogue focusing on opportunities,
challenges, and the regulatory
roadmap for veterinary stem cell
therapeutics in India.

The workshop features an impres-
sive lineup of international experts
from the Harvard Stem Cell Institute,
University of California, San Fran-
cisco (UCSF), University of Michigan,
and Queen Mary University of Lon-
don, as well as leading Indian institu-
tions, including IITs, AIIMS, IVRI,
ICMR, SKIMS, and NIT Srinagar.

Concluding the inaugural session,
Prof. Amatul Muhee, Head, Division
of Veterinary Clinical Complex, FVSc
& AH, reaffirmed the university’s
commitment to strengthening regen-
erative medicine through research ex-
cellence, innovation, and strategic
collaborations.

SKUAST-K hosts DHR–ICMR National Workshop on Regenerative
Medicine, focuses on Next-Generation Stem Cell Therapeutics

GANDERBAL, JULY
01: District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA), Gander-
bal convened a meeting of
the Legal Services Unit for
Persons with Mental Ill-
ness and Persons with In-
tellectual Disabilities
(LSUM), under the guid-
ance of Abdul Nasir, Chair-
man, District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (Principal
District & Sessions Judge),
Ganderbal, and under the
supervision of  Sheikh
Babar Hussain, Secretary,
District Legal Services Au-
thority, Ganderbal,  to re-
view and strengthen the ef-
fective implementation of
the NALSA (Legal Services
to Persons with Mental Ill-
ness and Persons with In-
tellectual Disabilities)
Scheme, 2024, in compli-
ance with the directions is-
sued by the Jammu &
Kashmir Legal Services Au-
thority.

The meeting was at-

tended by Mehraj Din, Se-
nior Prosecution Officer,
representing the Depart-
ment of Police, Ganderbal;
Mohd. Amin, Sub-Inspec-
tor, representing Sub-
sidiary Jail, Dignibal; Sha-
bana Hamid, Chairperson,

Child Welfare Committee,
representing the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare;
Members of the LSUM
Unit; Panel Lawyers; and
Para Legal Volunteers of
DLSA Ganderbal.

uring the meeting, the

Secretary, DLSA Gander-
bal, emphasized the need
for coordinated efforts
among all stakeholders to
ensure effective implemen-
tation of the Scheme and
directed all concerned de-
partments to strengthen in-
stitutional coordination, fa-
cilitate timely identification
and referral of beneficia-
ries, ensure access to free
legal aid, undertake regular
awareness and outreach
programmes, and strictly
comply with the guidelines
issued by NALSA and J&K
Legal Services Authority.

The stakeholders were
further instructed to work
in close coordination for
safeguarding the legal
rights of persons with men-
tal illness and persons with
intellectual disabilities, en-
suring that legal services
remain accessible, inclu-
sive, and responsive in ac-
cordance with the provi-
sions of the Scheme.

DLSA Ganderbal convenes meeting of LSUM 
to review implementation of NALSA Scheme


