
NEW DELHI, JUN 30:
The protest by the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) at Jantar
Mantar in Delhi entered its
eleventh day on Tuesday,
with activist Sonam
Wangchuk's blood sugar
level dropping during the
third day of his hunger strike
and CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke raising concerns over
his health while intensifying
attacks on the government
over examination irregular-
ities and its response to the
agitation.

A health update shared by
the organisers said that
Wangchuk's blood pressure
was recorded at 117/60, oxy-
gen saturation at 96 and
pulse rate at 92. His blood
sugar level was 66, below the
normal range, they said.

"There is extreme heat
here. Staying without food in
such conditions is difficult.
We are taking care of his
health," the doctor who ex-
amined Wangchuk said.

CJP spokesperson
Ashutosh Ranka said that
Wangchuk's health condi-
tion should be taken seri-
ously and warned that Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan would be
responsible if anything hap-
pened to him.

Reacting to BJP president
Nitin Nabin's remarks com-
paring those at the protest to
a "virus", Dipke questioned
the language used against
those demonstrating.

He pointed out that while
the education minister had
allegedly labelled protesters
as "terrorists" and the BJP
president likened them to a
"virus", the demonstrators
were merely raising issues
concerning students and ac-
countability.

"We are not a virus. We are
the vaccine against the virus
Dharmendra Pradhan," he
said.

Dipke also addressed the
issue of a leak in the Ra-
jasthan Paramedical Council
examination papers, alleging

a history of failures in the ex-
amination system. He
claimed the paper was leaked
from a college in Jaipur, and
in recent months, several ex-
aminations had encountered
irregularities.

"Do not think this is only
about the NEET paper leak.
If you do not raise your voice
today, tomorrow your paper
can also be leaked, and your
job can also be at risk," he
cautioned, urging students
and parents not to deter
young people from partici-
pating in the protest out of
fear. He encouraged stu-
dents to join the movement,
emphasising that the issue
affects everyone connected
to education.

Regarding restrictions on
entry to Jantar Mantar,
Dipke noted that core team
members and supporters
were stopped near the
protest venue, but clarified
that entry was denied to
some due to a lack of identity
cards. He questioned
whether an ordinary citizen
required an ID card to access
Jantar Mantar.

Previously, Dipke alleged
heavy police deployment at
the protest site, claiming that
farmer leaders and student
activists were being pre-

vented from attending. He
remarked that several
farmer leaders were placed
under house arrest, ques-
tioning why similar mea-
sures were not taken against
those involved in paper
leaks.

"I wish such pressure had
been created on the paper
mafia. These students would
not have lost their lives," he
said.

He also claimed that police
were not acting against those
responsible for violence
while protesters were facing
restrictions.

"People who broke some-
one's head are not being ar-
rested, but there is so much
focus on stopping those com-
ing here," he said.

Dipke alleged that police
presence at the venue was
aimed at restricting arrange-
ments for protesters rather
than maintaining security.

He affirmed that the
movement would continue
despite the limitations. "We
are going to stay here. One
person is risking his life;
what else do you expect us to
do?" he said. Attacking the
government over its re-
sponse, Dipke said the re-
sponsibility for the situation
rested with Pradhan and also

targeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, alleging that
the government was focused
on  political activities instead
of addressing the concerns
raised by students.Politics

He said the prime minister
was busy with political mat-
ters, including 'breaking par-
ties', buying MPs and travel-
ling abroad, and "gifting
Melody chocolate", which
prompted cheers from the
crowd.

He also held Pradhan ac-
countable for student sui-
cides, asserting that the min-
ister should have resigned
after the first incident.

"More than 20 students
have lost their lives. The
blood of these students is on
Pradhan's hands," he said,
adding that Pradhan should
speak to the families of stu-
dents who died.

The protest by CJP began
on June 20 over alleged ir-
regularities in the examina-
tion system, including
NEET. Dipke has said the ag-
itation will not remain lim-
ited to education-related is-
sues and that other
accountability issues, includ-
ing electoral matters such as
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, will
also be raised. (Agencies)

CJP Protest Day 11: Wangchuk's Sugar Level Drops;
Dipke Slams BJP's 'Virus' Jab, Flags Paper Leak

WASHINGTON, JUN
30: Emerging technologies
would define the next phase
of India-US cooperation, In-
dia’s Ambassador to the US
Vinay Mohan Kwatra said
here, listing out biotechnol-
ogy, artificial intelligence and
semiconductors as priority
sectors.

Addressing the USISPF
Leadership Summit here,
Kwatra said India has posi-
tioned itself as a preferred
destination for companies
seeking to diversify produc-
tion and supply chains be-
yond traditional manufac-
turing hubs.

He said India has stepped
up investments in strategic
sectors including semicon-
ductors, electronics, artificial
intelligence, clean energy
and defence manufacturing,
strengthening its role in
global value chains.

Kwatra said that India,
currently a USD 4.3 trillion
economy, was on course to

become a USD seven trillion
economy by the end of the
decade, around USD 14 tril-
lion by the middle of the
2030s and between USD 25
trillion and USD 30 trillion
by 2047.

He described India as an
"indispensable anchor" of
global economic growth and
stability at a time of mount-
ing geopolitical uncertainty

and supply chain disrup-
tions. According to Kwatra,
India's economic transfor-
mation has placed it at the
centre of the evolving global
order, making it a trusted
growth engine and strategic
partner for both advanced
and emerging economies.

that has meant domesti-
cally for us in India under the
leadership of Prime Minister

since 2014, has been a series
of economically transforma-
tive measures on the ground,
which have resulted in our
consistently high growth of
seven plus per cent, which is
uniquely driven by domestic
demand," he said.

Kwatra said India's eco-
nomic rise is increasingly in-
tertwined with global pros-
perity, making international
partnerships more impor-
tant than ever.

Referring to the govern-
ment's vision of Atmanirb-
har Bharat, he said it is not an
inward-looking policy but
one aimed at creating glob-
ally competitive manufactur-
ing and resilient supply
chains.

"The prime minister has
propounded... a mixture of
self-reliance and self-suffi-
ciency, but an ecosystem
which has positive externali-
ties, which is not insular in
nature," Kwatra said. (Agen-
cies)

Emerging Technologies Will Define Next
Phase Of India-US Ties: Ambassador Kwatra

NEW DELHI, JUN 30 :
Lt Gen Dhiraj Seth, the
country's next Chief of the
Army Staff, Navy Chief
Adm Krishna Swaminathan
as well as Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai
and Air Marshal Awadhesh
Kumar Bharti, who both
played key roles during the
Operation Sindoor last
year, were on Monday hon-
oured with prestigious mili-
tary decorations for their
distinguished service of ex-
ceptional order.

President Droupadi
Murmu conferred 105 dis-
tinguished service decora-
tions to the personnel of the
defence forces and the In-
dian Coast Guard during
the Defence Investiture
Ceremony 2026 (Phase-II)
hosted at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan here.

"These decorations --
seven Sarvottam Yudh Seva
Medals, 30 Param Vishisht
Seva Medals, 12 Uttam
Yudh Seva Medals and 56
Ati Vishisht Seva Medals --
have been given to the per-
sonnel for their distin-
guished service of excep-
tional order," the defence
ministry said.

It also shared the names
of the awardees in a list,
mentioning different cate-
gories of military decora-
tions.

Sarvottam Yudh Seva
Medal recognises the dis-
tinguished service of the
most exceptional order dur-
ing war, conflict or hostili-
ties.

Lt Gen Pratik Sharma,
Commander, Army's
Northern Command; Lt
Gen Ghai, who served as the
Army's Director General of
Military Operations
(DGMO) during Operation

Sindoor; Deputy Chief of
the Air Staff, Air Marshal
Bharti, who served as the
IAF's Director General of
Air Operations during the
operation in May 2025,
IAF's Vice Chief Air Mar-
shal Nagesh Kapoor, and
former Vice Chief of Air
Staff, Air Marshal Nar-
mdeshwar Tiwari (retd)
have been conferred the
Sarvottam Yudh Seva
Medal.

Lt Gen Ghai and Air Mar-
shal Bharti were also the
Army's and IAF's faces dur-
ing the tri-Service briefing
conducted here on Opera-
tion Sindoor last year.

Lt Gen Ghai was recently
appointed as the Military
Adviser to the National Se-
curity Council Secretariat
(NSCS).

Operation Sindoor was
conducted to avenge the

deadly Pahalgam terror at-
tack on April 22 last year.

India launched Operation
Sindoor early on May 7 last
year and decimated multi-
ple terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied-Kashmir (PoK).

Pakistan also launched
offensives against India,
and all subsequent counter-
offensives by India were
also carried out under Op-
eration Sindoor.

The military conflict be-
tween the two nuclear-
armed neighbours halted
after they reached an un-
derstanding on the evening
of May 10.

Murmu on Monday also
conferred Param Vishisht
Seva Medals to Navy Chief
Admiral Swaminathan;
Flag Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, Vice Admiral

Sanjay Vatsayan; and Chief
of Integrated Defence Staff
(CISC), Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit, among
other officers, serving and
retired.

Admiral Swaminathan
assumed charge as the 27th
Chief of the Naval Staff of
the Indian Navy on May 31.

In the Uttam Yudh Seva
Medal category, the
awardees include Lt Gen
Seth and Vice Admiral
Tarun Sobti, among others.

The government on June
13 had announced the ap-
pointment of Lt Gen Seth,
presently serving as the
Vice Chief of the Army Staff,
as the next Chief of the
Army Staff with effect from
the afternoon of June 30.
He will succeed Army Chief
Gen Upendra Dwivedi.
(PTI)

Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal for Lt Gen Ghai, Air
Marshal Bharti of Op Sindoor; PVSM to Navy chief

LUCKNOW, JUNE 30: BSP chief
Mayawati on Tuesday described the al-
leged embezzlement of donations at the
Ram temple in Ayodhya as "extremely
serious and worrying", while caution-
ing against politicising the issue.

In a post on X, the former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister said, "The media
reports appearing every day regarding
the theft, embezzlement and misappro-
priation of offerings at the Shri Ram
Temple in Ayodhya are extremely seri-
ous and worrying. Such people should
not be spared under any circumstances,
but it is also not right to politicise this
issue."

She further said, "At the same time,
to ensure that no complaints arise in fu-
ture regarding the offerings made by
devotees at the temple, it would be ap-
propriate to adopt the system followed
by other renowned and famous temples
in the country for maintaining accounts
of donations and offerings, and resolve
this matter at the earliest."

"Criminalisation of politics, the politi-
cisation of crime, the politicisation of re-
ligion and the blind religiousisation of
politics should all be avoided. This
would be proper and in keeping with the
Constitution. 

This is the BSP's advice to  political

parties in the interest of the nation and
the people, and at the same time an ap-
peal to the people of the country," she
said in the post.Politics Her post comes
amid ongoing probes by Ayodhya Po-
lice and a State Government-formed
Special Investigation Team into the
theft of donations at the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

So far, eight people linked with count-
ing the donation cash have been ar-
rested and sent in judicial custody in
connection with the case, even as clam-
our rose for action against high-rank of-
ficials involved in the temple manage-
ment. (PTI)

Mayawati says embezzlement of donations
'serious', cautions against politicising issue

NEW DELHI, JUN 30:
Union Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Monday said
the dream of a developed In-
dia cannot be achieved un-
less villages become prosper-
ous and self-reliant, as he
held deliberations with the
rural development ministers
of 29 states and Union terri-
tories at the Rashtriya
Gramin Vikas Sammelan.

Addressing the second day
of the two-day conference, ti-
tled "Gramodaya Se
Rashtrodaya", at the Pusa
Campus here, Chouhan said
villages are not merely clus-
ters of soil, fields and village
squares but they represent
India's strength, conscious-
ness and the country's soul.

The conference reviewed
the implementation and
progress of major rural-de-
velopment schemes and dis-
cussed strategies to realise
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of "Developed
Villages-Developed India
(Viksit Gram-Viksit
Bharat)", according to an offi-
cial statement.

"National progress is im-
possible without the
progress of rural India,"
Chouhan said, stressing that
villages have a central role in
the country's development
journey.

The conference saw the
participation of senior offi-
cials and policymakers from
29 states and Union territo-
ries. Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, Chhattis-
garh Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma and other state
representatives attended the
meeting.

Chouhan said the vision of
a developed India can only
be fulfilled when villages be-
come economically self-re-
liant, employment-oriented
and equipped with quality
infrastructure and essential
public services.

He announced that the
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission

(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G)
scheme will be implemented
across the country from July
1, replacing the existing Ma-
hatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS).

An interim approval of Rs
95,682 crore has already
been granted for the imple-
mentation of the new pro-
gramme, the minister said,
urging the states to complete
procedural formalities with-
out delay for a smooth roll-
out.

The "Lakhpati Didi Dash-
board" was launched at the
conference and the digital
platform -- "SHE LEAPS
(Self Help Entrepreneur -
Livelihoods and Enterprise
Application for Prosperity
and Sustainability)" -- was
inaugurated for women as-
sociated with self-help
groups. Chouhan said the
target of creating Lakhpati
Didis has been increased
from three crore to six crore
women and a roadmap has
been prepared for bank link-
age worth Rs 10 lakh crore
over the next five years.

Reviewing the implemen-
tation of rural-development
programmes, he asked the
states to ensure a timely re-
lease of their financial share
to prevent delays in projects
and payments.

He also stressed the need
to fill vacant posts related to
rural development at the ear-

liest and said frequent trans-
fers of officers affect continu-
ity and accountability. Offi-
cials handling key
responsibilities should ordi-
narily remain at the same
posting for two to three
years, Chouhan said.

He also called for wider
awareness campaigns about
government schemes,
stronger social audits and
greater use of artificial intelli-
gence-based monitoring sys-
tems to improve trans-
parency and efficiency.

During the review of Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin, Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana and
Deendayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana,
Chouhan said while several
states have shown good per-
formance, others need to ac-
celerate implementation.

He laid emphasis on pro-
viding land to landless bene-
ficiaries eligible under the
rural-housing scheme and
resolving pending housing
cases.

Referring to initiatives un-
dertaken by states, such as
Jharkhand, Bihar, Maha-
rashtra and Andhra Pradesh,
including multi-channel
marketing models, commu-
nity-based enterprises and
household livelihood credit
schemes, Chouhan said suc-
cessful practices would be
documented and shared
with other states.

He also assured the states
that the Ministry of Rural
Development would work
with the Union Cabinet and
the Ministry of Finance to
bring suitable amendments,
wherever required, if exist-
ing rules or procedures cre-
ate practical difficulties.

Expressing concern over
the possibility of below-nor-
mal rainfall, Chouhan urged
14 states to remain vigilant
and prepare for any adverse
situation.

He directed the states to
strengthen water-conserva-
tion structures and make
preparations to generate ad-
ditional employment oppor-
tunities in rural areas if re-
quired.

Calling for Centre-state
partnerships, Chouhan said
this is not a time for competi-
tion but for collaboration.
The Centre should focus on
policy formulation, states on
implementation, panchayats
on grassroots leadership and
citizens on participation in
the development process, he
said. The conference con-
cluded with the felicitation of
the winners of logo-design,
quiz and digital-content
competitions organised un-
der the VB-G RAM G initia-
tive. Several publications on
new ideas, innovative mod-
els and emerging approaches
in rural development were
also released during the
event. (PTI)

'Developed India' vision depends on 
prosperous villages: Shivraj Chouhan
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