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JJB Shopian conducts inspection of Juvenile - Commissioner SMC reviews major capacity
augmentatlonprOJect at WTP Nishat

Observation Home Harwan Srinagar
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In a significant step to-
ward reinforcing the pro-
tective framework for chil-
dren in conflict with the
law, the Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) Shopian led by
Principal Magistrate,
Bazila Bashir, conducted a
comprehensive,  unan-
nounced inspection of the
Juvenile Observation
Home (JOH) at Harwan,
Srinagar today.

The inspection delega-
tion comprised a multi-dis-
ciplinary team of legal and
welfare professionals, in-
cluding Rafie Ahmad
Ganie, Chief Legal Aid De-
fence Counsel, Shopian;
Amir Ayoub, Assistant Le-
gal Aid Defence Counsel;
Farooq Ahmad, Special Ju-
venile Police Officer, and
Sumaira Imtiyaz, Legal-
cum-Probation Officer.

The visit was meticu-
lously organized in strict
compliance with the provi-
sions and mandates of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015, along with the model
rules.

The primary objective
was to conduct a rigorous,
ground-level assessment of
the living conditions, reha-
bilitative measures, and
procedural adherence at
the observation home,
thereby ensuring that the
rights and well-being of
every juvenile resident re-
main inviolable.

Upon arrival, the Super-
intendent of the Observa-
tion Home facilitated an
exhaustive, room-by-room
tour of the facility. The in-
spection team methodically
evaluated all critical infra-
structure components, in-
cluding residential dormi-
tories, educational and
vocational training class-

rooms, indoor and outdoor
recreational spaces, and
the in-house medical unit.

Special attention was de-
voted to assessing the stan-
dards of hygiene and sanita-
tion, nutritional quality of
the Kkitchen and meal
preparation areas, struc-
tural integrity of the build-
ings, and robustness of ex-
isting safety and
emergency response proto-
cols, including fire safety
equipment and child-
proofing measures.

Inaparticularly poignant
segment of the visit, the
Principal Magistrate and
her team engaged in ex-
tended, empathetic, one-
on-one conversations with
the juvenile residents.
These confidential interac-
tions were designed to elicit
unfiltered feedback on
their daily treatment, the
progress of their individual
rehabilitation and reinte-
gration plans, and their ac-
tual access to essential sup-
port systems.

The team probed into the
availability of legal counsel,
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the contanIty of educa-

tional instruction, the reg-
ularity of psychological
counseling sessions, and
the quality of healthcare
services extended to each
child.

Concurrently, the visiting
team undertook a painstak-
ing, desk-by-desk verifica-
tion of all legal and adminis-
trative records pertaining
to every juvenile currently
housed in the facility. This
exhaustive audit was aimed
at cross-verifying strict ad-
herence to statutory proce-
dures, including the timely
production of juveniles be-
fore the JJB, prompt dis-
bursement of legal aid
through the Legal Services
Authority, proper mainte-
nance of individual case
histories, and timely dis-
posal of pending proceed-
ings as mandated by law.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Magistrate,
JJB Shopian, Bazila Bashir,
stated, “This surprise in-
spection is a reflection of
the Board's unwavering
zero-tolerance stance to-

wards any form of negli-
gence, indifference, or pro-
cedural lapse in the care of
juveniles. We are not
merely inspectors; we are
the custodians of their fu-
ture. Every child residing in
this observation home is
entitled to dignity, compas-
sionate protection, and
meaningful rehabilitative
support—precisely as en-
shrined in the Juvenile Jus-
tice Act."

At the conclusion of the
inspection, the Board is-
sued a detailed set of on-
the-spot directives to the
Observation Home admin-
istration, emphasizing the
urgent need for enhanced
recreational infrastructure,
strengthened psycho-social
counseling frameworks,
and improved coordination
with the District Child Pro-
tection Unit to ensure
seamless after-care sup-
port. The Board has also
scheduled a follow-up re-
view within the next thirty
days to verify the imple-
mentation of its recom-
mendations.

Over 4.49 lakh Stakeholders participate in 4th
Round of mass PTMs across Kashmir

SRINAGAR, JUNE 29:
Directorate of School Edu-
cation Kashmir (DSEK) to-
day organized the fourth
round of Valley-wide Mass
PTMs, witnessing a signifi-
cant participation of
4,49,141 stakeholders, in-
cluding students, parents,
teachers and community
members.

Expressing sincere grati-
tude to parents and the
wider community for their
active and enthusiastic
participation, Director
School Education Kash-
mir, Naseer Ahmad Wani,
lauded the successful con-
duct of the fourth round of

Mass Parent-Teacher
Meetings (PTMs) held
across all schools in the
Kashmir Division.

Held as per the academic
calendar for the session
2026, atotal 0f 5,333 PTM
events were conducted si-
multaneously across the
Valley.

According to official fig-
ures, participation in-
cluded 3,10,890 students,
1,05,673 parents and com-
munity members and
32,578 teachers and school
heads, reflecting a strong
and growing commitment
towards collaborative edu-
cational development.

The impressive turnout
across districts highlights
the strengthening bond be-
tween schools and commu-
nities and underscores the
increasing trust in the ed-
ucation system. The PTMs
served as an effective plat-
form for meaningful inter-
action between parents
and teachers, focusing on
students’ academic
progress, behavioural as-
pects and overall well-be-
ing.

Senior officials, includ-
ing Chief Education Offi-
cers (CEOs), actively mon-
itored and participated in
the meetings, engaging di-

rectly with parents, ad-
dressing their concerns
and ensuring timely re-
dressal of issues.

Reiterating his apprecia-
tion, Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir, thanked
all stakeholders for their
continued supportand co-
operation in building a re-
sponsive, inclusive and
progressive education sys-
tem. He further directed all
officers and teaching staff
to act promptly on the
feedback and suggestions
received during the PTMs,
ensuring accountability
and sustained improve-
ment.

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 29

Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal  Corporation
(SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb, to-
day conducted a compre-
hensive inspection of the
ongoing Development of
Allied Infrastructure for
the 3 MGD Rapid Sand Fil-
tration Plant (RSFP) at the
Water Treatment Plant
(WTP), Nishat, and re-
viewed the progress of the
projectaimed at enhancing
the city’s potable water
supply infrastructure.

During the inspection,
the Commissioner was
briefed by officers of the
Water Works Division on
the scope and progress of
the project, which is being
executed at an approved
cost of ?406.00 lakh under
the Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Fund (SMC CapEx).

The Water Treatment
Plant, Nishat, commis-
sioned in 1895, is Srina-
gar’s most vital water sup-
ply facility, presently
serving nearly 6.38 lakh
population across major
residential, commercial, in-
stitutional, administrative
and tourism areas. The
plant currently has an in-
stalled treatment capacity
of 19 Million Gallons per
Day (MGD) through five
Rapid Sand Filtration
Plants commissioned be-
tween 1935 and 2000.

Given the rapid urban ex-
pansion and increasing wa-
ter demand across the city,
the Commissioner ob-
served that augmentation
of the plant’s treatment ca-
pacity has become essential
to bridge the existing sup-
ply gap and ensure reliable
drinking water services for
the growing population.

The project includes the
commissioning ofa3 MGD
Rapid Sand Filtration
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Plant, laying and restruc-
turing of supply and trunk
mains, strengthening of
treated water conveyance
systems, upgradation of
electro-mechanical equip-
ment, and construction of
allied infrastructure, in-
cluding protection walls
and sluice chambers. Upon
completion, the project will
enhance the treatment ca-
pacity of WTP Nishat from
19 MGD to 22 MGD, mark-
ing the first major capacity
augmentation of the facil-
ity in 26 years.

The upgraded infrastruc-
ture will significantly im-
prove potable water supply
to the existing command
areas of Nishat, Brein,
Boulevard, Gupkar, Son-
war, Shivpora, Lal Chowk,
Karan Nagar, Babarshah,
Munawarabad, Khayam,
Khanyar, Rainawari,
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Saidakadal, Dal habita-
tions, Mir Behri, Dal Bund
and other adjoining locali-
ties. Besides augmenting
water supply to the existing
6.38 lakh population, the
project will bring nearly
one lakh additional popu-
lation under the ambit of
safe and reliable potable
water supply with im-
proved service levels.

The Commissioner em-
phasized that the project
will substantially
strengthen Srinagar’s wa-
ter supply network by im-
proving both the reliability
and efficiency of drinking
water services. He directed
the executing agency to
maintain the highest stan-
dards of quality and work-
manship while ensuring
timely completion of all
components of the project
within the stipulated time-

The Commissioner reit-
erated that strengthening
essential urban infrastruc-
ture remains a key priority
of the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation.

He stated that the Corpo-
ration is committed to de-
veloping resilient and sus-
tainable public utility
systems capable of meeting
the city’s growing needs
and ensuring uninter-
rupted access to safe drink-
ing water for residents, in-
stitutions, tourist
destinations, government
establishments, security in-
stallations, and other criti-
cal service areas.

Senior officers of the Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion and the Water Works
Division accompanied the
Commissioner during the
inspection.

Power Shutdown by KPDCL

SRINAGAR, JUNE 29: Chief En-
gineer, Distribution, KPDCL has in-
formed that the Shutdown of 33 kV
Safakadal-Wanganpora line will be ob-
served due to which power supply to
Noorbagh, Safakadal, Eidgah, Rathpora,
Saidapora, Safakadal, Baghwanpora,
Ganderpora, De-addiction & Rehabili-
tation Centre and adjoining areas will be
affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 30

Juneand 02 July 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV Budgam
line will be observed due towhich power
supply to Ompora, SIDCO, Nasrullah-
pora, Bemina, Budgam Town and ad-
joining areas will be affected from 08
AM to 02 PM on 30 June 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 KV Po-
tushai-Bandipora-Ajar line will be ob-
served due to which power supply to
Panzigam, Kuloosa, Kazipora, Khayar,
Ajar, Town Arin, Arin, Aham Shariefand

Likewise,
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adjoining areas will be affected from 08
AMto 02 PMon 28 June 2026.
Similarly, shutdown of 33 KV Po-
tushai Ajas line will be observed due to
which power supply to Nishat, Papchan,
Ajas, SK Bala, Sadunara, Bazipora,
Nadihal, Guroora, Argam and adjoining
areas will be affected from 08 AM to 02
PMon 28 June 2026.
shutdown of 33 KV
Manigam Tapline will be observed due to
which power supply to Manigam, Gut-
libagh, Wayil & PTS and adjoining areas
will be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on

Further, shutdown of 33 KV Kani-
pora-1GC Aglar line will be observed due
to which power supply to IGC Aglar,
Mega Fruit Mandi and adjoining areas
will be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on

Similarly shutdown of 33 KV Kani-

pora-Pinjooraline will be observed due to
which power supply to Pinjoora, Puh-
noo, Trenz, Mohanpora, Imam Sahib,
Kiloora, Arhama, Zawoora, Chowdri-
gund, Reshinagar, Vehil, Palpora, Benim-
poraand adjoining areas will be affected
from 08 AM to 02 PM on 30 June & 02
July 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 KV Awan-

tipora- Tral-2nd line will be observed
due towhich power supply to Batagund,
Lurgam, Nanar, Taki, Lam, Jawahar-
pora, Aripal, Khangund, Satooraand ad-
joining areas will be affected from 29

June and 01 July 2026 from 08 AM 02

PM.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV Wanga-
pora-Takenwari line will be observed
due to which power supply to Shangli-
pora, Sangam and adjoining areas will

be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 30

June 2026.

IM Jammu organises 'Somnath Swabimaan Parv' celebrating India’s
Timeless Civilizational Heritage and Cultural Values

JAMMU, JUNE, 29: The
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Jammu, under the aegis
of Anandam - The Centre for
Happiness in collaboration with
Student Affairs, organised
Somnath Swabhimaan Parv, a
vibrant cultural and intellectual
programme celebrating India's
rich civilizational heritage, spir-
itual values, and artistic tradi-
tions on 29th June 2026 at
Mandapam Auditorium. The
event brought together faculty
members, officers, staff, stu-
dents, and distinguished guests
for an evening of reflection, mu-
sic, dance, and cultural expres-
sion. Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director,
1M Jammu, presided over the
inaugural ceremony. Prof.
Shyam Narayan Lal, Chairper-
son, Anandam - The Centre for
Happiness, 1 IM Jammu, along
with Prof. (Brigadier) (Retd.)
Neeraj Soni, Prof. Lt Gen (Dr)
Sunil Kant (Retd.), SM, VSM,
Chairperson Healthcare, Prof.
Sanjay Gupta, and Prof. Pankaj
Maheshwari, Professors of
Practice, graced the momen-
tous occasion and shared their
thoughts on the significance of
Somnath as a symbol of re-
silience, faith, national con-

sciousness, and cultural conti-
nuity.

The programme commenced
with the welcome of the digni-
taries, followed by the tradi-
tional lighting of the ceremonial
lamp, symbolising the pursuit
of knowledge and wisdom. The
audience was then enthralled
by a series of soulful Bandish
performances that beautifully
blended devotion with Indian
classical music.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, [IM
Jammu, highlighted Somnath
temple as a timeless symbol of
India's civilizational resilience,
cultural continuity, and na-
tional self-respect. He re-
marked that the celebration of
Somnath Swabhiman Parv, en-
visioned by Shri Narendra
Modi, The Hon'ble Prime Minis-
ter of India, is a tribute to In-
dia's enduring heritage and
serves as a powerful reminder
of the nation's unwavering
spirit, faith, and collective re-
solve. He noted that the obser-
vance encourages every citizen,
especially the youth, to recon-
nect with India's rich civiliza-
tional roots while drawing in-
spiration from its glorious

Iegacy to bund a stronger and
more confident nation. He em-
phasized that Somnath is not
merely a sacred temple but an
enduring symbol of resilience,
reminding generations that
while challenges may arise, de-
termination, faith, and collec-
tive will always pave the way for
renewal and progress. Refer-
ring to the reconstruction of
Somnath tempe, he observed
that it represents the triumph of
national self-confidence and
cultural consciousness, demon-
strating that civilizations rooted
in strong values continue to
flourish despite adversity.
Highlighting the role of
higher educational institutions
in nation-building, he re-
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marked that 1IM Jammu is
committed to nurturing leaders
who combine knowledge with
character, innovation with
ethics, and modern manage-
ment with India's timeless wis-
dom. He stressed that Virasat
(heritage) and Vikas (develop-
ment) are not opposing forces
but complementary pillars of a
strong nation and that India's
progress must always remain
anchored in its cultural ethos
and civilizational values. Call-
ing upon the youth to become
the architects of adeveloped In-
dia, he urged students to ac-
tively contribute towards the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat @2047, as
envisioned by Shri Narendra
Modi, The Hon'ble Prime Minis-

ter of Indla by embracing inno-
vation, responsible leadership,
self-reliance, and a deep sense
of cultural rootedness. He ob-
served that realizing the aspira-
tions of 2047 requires agenera-
tion that harmonizes Pragati
(progress) with Sanskriti (cul-
ture) and Netrutva (leadership)
with national values. Conclud-
ing his address, he encouraged
young minds to draw inspira-
tion from India's civilizational
heritage, transform challenges
into opportunities, and emerge
as responsible global leaders
committed to building a confi-
dent, inclusive, and prosperous
Indiafor generations to come.
Delivering an insightful ses-
sion on the History and Signifi-

cance of Somnath Temple,
Prof. Shyam Narayan Lal,
Chairperson, Anandam - The
Centre for Happiness, [IM
Jammu, presented a concise
overview of Somnath's histori-
cal, cultural, and spiritual sig-
nificance. He described Som-
nath as a timeless symbol of
India's resilience, civilizational
continuity, and collective self-
respect, highlighting its associ-
ation with Prabhas Patan, Lord
Shri Krishna, and its signifi-
cance as the first Jyotirlinga.
He noted that despite being de-
stroyed several times through-
out history, the temple was re-
peatedly rebuilt, reflecting
India's indomitable spirit, un-
wavering faith, and enduring
cultural identity. He concluded
that the nation's timeless civi-
lizational values continue to in-
spire resilience, ethical leader-
ship, and a progressive society
rooted initsrich heritage.

The programme was further
enriched with captivating dance
and solo musical performances
by children from a partnering
NGO, whose enthusiasm and
talent received heartfelt appreci-
ation from the audience. A
lively groove dance perfor-

mance and a melodious music
recital added colour and vi-
brancy to the celebration, re-
flecting the spirit of inclusivity
and cultural diversity.

As a mark of appreciation,
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, [IM
Jammu felicitated the child per-
formers from the NGO
(Guideance and Counselling
Cell for Youth Development,
Gurha Slathia) for their inspir-
ing cultural presentations and
encouraged them to continue
pursuing excellence in their
artistic and academic endeav-
ours.

The event concluded with a
spiritually uplifting Somnath
Aarti, followed by the Vote of
Thanks, a group photograph,
followed by the National Song
and the National Anthem,
bringing the celebration to a
dignified and patriotic close.

Through Somnath Parv, IIM
Jammu once again reaffirmed
its commitment to holistic edu-
cation by integrating academic
excellence with India's cultural
ethos, promoting value-based
leadership, happiness, and a
deeper appreciation of the na-
tion's enduring civilizational
legacy.



