Lodakh enforces
ban on single-use
plastics

The Ladakh adminis-
tration has ordered strict
enforcement of the ban on
single-use plastics (SUP),
plastic water bottles and
littering across the Union
Territory to protect its
fragile environment and

promote sustainable
tourism.
As per a GAD circular,

the use and procurement
of plastic water bottles has
been prohibited in all gov-
ernment offices, educa-
tional institutions, univer-
sities, boards,
corporations and au-
tonomous bodies, which
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Woman BSF cop
found hanging

A young woman consta-
ble of BSF was found hang-
ing in her room at the
force's frontier headquar-
ters here today.

The dead, who was iden-
tified as Bishnu Priya Roy,
was undergoing a three-
month Lab Assistant
Course that began on May
25 and was staying in an
accommodation allotted to
her at the command hospi-
tal inside BSF frontier
headquarters at Paloura
here, officials said.
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2 suspended after
their arrest hy ACB

The Directorate of Fire
& Emergency Services
has suspended two of its
officials, following their
arrest by ACB in connec-
tion with an FIR regis-
tered against them at po-
lice station, ACB Central
Jammu.

According to an official
order issued by Director,
Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices J&K, Alok Kumar,
the department acted af-
ter receiving an official
communication  from
ACB regarding the arrest
of the two officials.

The suspended officers
included Bilal Ahmad
Shah, Divisional Fire Offi
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Bihar Guv, Mo$S
Margherita to
represent India at

Khamenei's funeral

NEWDELHI, JUN 29:
Bihar Governor Lt Gen
(retd) Syed Ata Hasnain and
Minister of State for Exter-
nal  Affairs Pabitra
Margherita will represent
India at the funeral cere-
mony of Iran's former
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei next
month.

Khamenei was killed in
the US-Israeli strikes on
February 28.

According to the Iranian
sources, the two dignitaries
are expected to attend the
funeral ceremonies in Iran
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‘India doesn't
take notice
of such events'

NEW DELHI, JUN
29: Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri today said the
government has no involve-
ment with retired diplomats
and military officials partic-
ipating in overseas discus-
sions on India-Pakistan ties
in their personal capacities
and that New Delhi does not
even take cognisance of
such deliberations.

Hisremarks to the media
at Victoria in Seychelles
came in the wake of reports
that Indian and Pakistani
experts comprising retired
military officials, diplomats
and politicians participated
in Track 2 discussions on <
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Modi calls meeting of secys; to
review deregulatlon push reforms

NEWDELHI, JUN 29:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has called a
meeting of the secre-
taries of all central min-
istries and departments
tomorrow to discuss
various issues, includ-
ing deregulation &
other reforms that his
government has been
advocating to improve
'ease of living' and 'ease
of doing business'.

This marks his second
major institutional interac-
tion with the top bureau-
cracy in less than two
months. On May 21, he had
chaired a joint meeting of
the Union Council of Minis-
ters and the Central Secre-
taries to develop regulatory
roadmaps to realise the vi-
sion of a Viksit Bharat (De-
veloped India).

In addition to deregula-
tion and other reforms, the
discussion on Tuesday was
likely to focus on promoting
Atmanirbharta  (self-re-
liance).

Some of the secretaries
will make presentations on
their respective ministries,

giving details on the func- ‘.

tioning as well as on the
progress made on various
reform measures and other
people-centric steps, ac-
cording to sources.

Modi has already set the
government's goal of turn-
ing India into a developed
country by 2047, when it
celebrates 100 years of Inde-
pendence.

The prime minister will
review with the secretaries
the next-generation reforms
through which the govern-
ment wants to make peo-
ple'slives more comfortable
and ensure ease of doing
business, the sources said.

He is expected to advise
the secretaries to remain fo-
cussed on governance and
delivery, and enure that
thereis no pendency in gov-
ernment work, especially
people-centricinitiatives.

Modi had earlier outlined
the reform priorities for the
next 10 years, asserting that
his government's "Reform
Express" has delivered sys-
temic transformation and
benefitted citizens in a sig-
nificant way.

The meeting may take
note of the GDP growth rate
of 7.7 per cent in Financial
Year 2025-26 and 7.8 per
centin Q4.

India leads major democracies
in electoral transparency: CEC

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 29

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar to-
day said India was leading
the world's major democra-
cies with a transparent elec-
toral process in which every
stage of the exercise was au-
dited by the political parties
and candidates.

"We discussed the com-
ponents of the world's most
transparent electoral
process - preparation of the
voter list, polling and count-
ing. These are concurrently
audited by all political par-
ties and candidates," Ku-

mar, who is on a three-day

visit to the UT, told re-
porters here.

Earlier in the day, Kumar
addressed a gathering of
booth-level officers (BLOs)
in Budgam district, about 12

km from Srinagar.

He said India currently

holds the chair of Interna-

tional Institute for Democ-

racy and Electoral Assis-

tance (International IDEA),
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International buyer-seller meet
will boost exports. Omar

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 29

Stating that the interna-
tional buyer-seller meet
would boost exports, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
today said that the govern-
ment has taken several
measures to boost the ex-
port of products from the
Union territory to the out-
side world.

"There are two ways to
boost exports - either take
the artisans to other places
or bring the buyers here.
Since we cannot take so
many artisans outside, we
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are organising the J&K In-
ternational Buyer-Seller
Meet 2026. We hope it will
boost exports," he told re-
porters after inaugurating

an event at the Sher-i 1—

Kashmir  International
Conference Centre (SKICC)
in Srinagar.
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SC rejects urgent hearing on

Ram temple donation row plea

NEW DELHI, JUN
29: The Supreme Court on
Monday declined an ur-
gent hearing on a petition
seeking a fair and time-
bound probe into the al-
leged embezzlement of do-
nations at the Ayodhya
Ram temple.

Abench of Justices M M
Sundresh and Sheel Nagu
said the matter will be
listed for hearing after the
summer break.

"Heavens are not going
to fall... What is the ur-
gency," the bench observed
orally.

The petition, filed by ad-

vocates Ajay Kumar Rai
and Dinesh Kumar Yadav,
said a CBI-led multi-disci-
plinary special investiga-
tion team (SIT) should in-
vestigate the alleged
financial irregularities and
other purported illegalities
concerning the affairs and
administration of the Shri
Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust.

The petition calling for
an FIR in the matter also
sought directions to the
Centre, the Uttar Pradesh
government and the tem-
ple trust to constitute and
operationalise such regula-
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tory, supervisory and audit
mechanisms as may be
necessary to safeguard
public interest and main-
tain the confidence of mil-
lions of devotees and
donors.

"Whether or not the re-
ports regarding missing
funds and other alleged ir-
regularities concerning the
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust are
ultimately found to be true,
such reports have caused
deep concern among the
generations that struggled
for the restoration of the
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India's economy ex-
panded by 7.8 per cent in
the the January-March
quarter, exceeding forecasts
on strong domestic demand
and government expendi-
ture.

The GDP growth com-
pared with a 7-per cent ex-
pansion a year ago. The full-
year growth accelerated to
7.7 per cent from 7.1 per cent
in FY25, supported by
healthy consumption and
robust investment activity.

At ameeting of the council
of ministers on June 21,
Modi had said the govern-
ment shall leave no stone
unturned to further "Ease of
Living", "Ease of Doing
Business" and increase op-
portunities for youngsters.

Atthat meeting, the prime
minister had given a broad
outline of the reform initia-
tives through which the
country will become devel-
oped by 2047.

He had repeatedly con-
veyed to the ministers that
their aim and objective
should always be bringing
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Pak airstrikes
kill 36 in
Afghanistan

KABUL, JUN 29:
Overnight airstrikes by Pak-
istani forces have killed at
least 36 civilians and in-
jured more than 160 others,
Afghan officials said Mon-
day, as tensions between the
neighbours further esca-
lated.

Pakistani security forces
carried out a ground opera-
tion along the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border late
Sunday, followed by strikes
against militant hideouts
and safe havens, killing 29
fighters, Pakistan's Infor-
mation Minister Attaullah
Tarar said. They said the op
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8 newly-elected
MPs take oath

as RS members

NEW DELHI, JUN
29: Eight newly-elected
MPs of the Rajya Sabha, in-
cluding Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and
BJP leader Tarun Chugh,
took oath as members of
the Upper House on Mon-
day.

Rajya Sabha Chairman C
P Radhakrishnan adminis-
tered the oath of office to
the new members.

While Kharge took the
oath separately in Rad-
hakrishnan's chamber, the
seven other members took
oath in the Rajya Sabha
chamber.

Apart from Kharge and
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AKrifle, grenades
recovered from
terrorist hideout

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 29

Security forces today
busted a hideout of terror-
ists in Sopore area of Bara-
mulla district of the valley
and recovered a cache of
arms and ammunition from
there.

According to officials, se-
curity personnel came
across the hideout during
searches in Warpora area of
Sopore.

The search of the hideout
led forces to the recovery of
arms & ammunition, in-
cluding an AKrifle, a maga
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Shri Amarnathji Yatra

performs '‘Pratham
Puja’ at hon cave shrme

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 29

LG Manoj Sinha today
performed 'Pratham Puja’
at the holy cave shrine of
Shri Amarnathji, marking
the ceremonial start of an-
nual pilgrimage which offi-
cially begins on July 3.

He sought the divine
blessings of Baba Barfani
and prayed for the peace,
prosperity, health and well-
being of all.

The LG extended a heart-
felt invitation to all the
devotees of Baba Amatr-
nath, encouraging them to
join the holy pilgrimage in
great numbers and experi-
ence the spiritual journey.

"As the yatra commences
on July 3, administration,
Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board, Army, police, secu-
rity forces, locals, service
providers and volunteers
are working in complete
synergy. Every stakeholder
is devoted to ensuring a
safe, hassle-free and a
memorable pilgrimage for

all pilgrims," he said.

"With significantly up-
graded infrastructure, en-
hanced facilities, and in-
valuable support of people
of Jammu & Kashmir, we
are fully prepared to wel-
come devotees for a spiritu-
ally fulfilling journey," the
LG added.

DGP Nalin Prabhat, spe-
cial DG (coordination,
PHQ) S J M.Gillani, LG's
principal secretary & SASB
CEO Mandeep K Bhandari,
divisional commissioner
(Kashmir) Anshul Garg,

~ JKPDCL managmg director

Rahul Yadav, IGP (Kash-
mir) V K Birdi, CKR DIG
Rajiv Omprakashn, deputy
commissioner (Ganderbal)
Jatin Kishore, deputy com-
missioner, Anantnag, Bilal
Mohiuddin Bhat, director
information Shreya Singhal
and several other senior of-
ficials were also present on
the occasion.

Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board (SASB) organises
'Pratham Puja' annually at
the holy cave on Jyeshtha
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Govt considers 50 pc increase
in LS seats for all states

NEW DELHI, JUN 29:
The government is learnt to
be working on multiple for-
mulations to increase the
number of Lok Sabha seats
for all states by 50 per cent
to assuage the concerns of
southern states, as it seeks
to operationalise a fresh
draft of the Constitution
Amendment Bill on
women's quota law.

The draft is being readied
keeping in mind the con-
cerns of the southern states
that a population-based de-
limitation exercise would
shrink their political power
in the Lok Sabha.

The first Bill failed to clear

the Lok Sabha test on April
17, as the government could
not muster the two-thirds
majority required to pass it.

Building on the earlier
Bill, the fresh draft is learnt
to have proposed keeping
the existing inter-state seat
ratios intact based on the
1971 Census.

But this is one of the for-
mulations the government
is working on, and no final
decision has been reached,
sources said.

Lok Sabha and Assembly
seats will be redrawn based
on the 2011 Census figures,
as the numbers of the ongo-
ing census are yet to come

out.

The Bill will be tabled in
Parliament only after the
government is confident of
the numbers, the sources
said.

Asofnow, the ruling NDA
has around 300 MPs in the
Lok Sabha with three vacan-
cies. It needs 360 votes to
achieve the two-thirds
mark.

Under the current law,
reservation for women
would not be enforceable
before 2034, as the process is
tied to the completion of the
delimitation exercise post
the 2027 Census.
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Yasin Malik named as main
accused in Sarla Bhat's killing

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 29

The State Investigation
Agency (STA) today filed an
over 700-page chargesheet
naming banned JKLF's
Yasin Malik as key accused
in the kidnapping and bru-
tal killing of young Kash-
miri Pandit nurse Sarla
Bhat by terrorists in April
1990.

The agency described it
as a "historic milestone" in
the pursuit of justice for
victims of terrorism.

The SIA, which reopened
the case after it was handed
over to it in 2024, submit-

ted the chargesheet before
the designated NIA court,
36 years after Bhat, work-
ing as a nurse at Sher-e-
Kashmir Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (SKIMS),
Soura, was found dead in
downtown Srinagar, sev-
eral kilometres away, a day
after she went missing.
Besides Malik, who was
the self-styled comman-
der-in-chief of the JKLF
terrorist outfit at that time,
his four accomplices --
Khursheed Ahmad
Chalkoo, Abdul Hamid
Sheikh, Ghulam Moham-
mad Taploo and Moham-
mad Yousuf Sofi -- have
also been named as ac-

cused in the case. Chalkoo
is said to be in Pakistan.

The accused have been
charged under various sec-
tions of the Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (TADA), 1987,
and Indian Arms Act, 1959.

In a statement, the STIA
said time can never be-
come a shield for terrorism
and those responsible for
atrocities will continue to
remain answerable before
the law.

The case was handed
over to SIA in March 2024
and the investigation
agency carried out raids at
several places over the past

Cont.on P9 >

Kavinder calls upon youth to stay
rooted in rlch cultural traditions

SOLAN, JUNE =29:
Stating that Unity in Diver-
sity' is the foundation of
'Viksit Himachal & Viksit
Bharat', Himachal Pradesh
Governor Kavinder Gupta
today called upon youth to
stay rooted in rich cultural
traditions.

"Himachal Pradesh is not
only renowned for its
breathtaking natural
beauty but is also revered
across the country as Dev
Bhoomi-the sacred land of
gods and goddesses," he
said while addressing a
function after offering
prayers at the ancient Maa
Shoolini Peeth Temple in
Ganj Bazar as part of the

annual Maa Shoolini Mela.

The governor, who was
accompanied by his wife
Bindu Gupta, sought the
blessings of Maa Shoolini
for peace, prosperity and
well-being of the people of
Solan and the entire nation.

Mlmster for Health &
Family Welfare, Social Jus-
tice & Empowerment and
Sainik Welfare, Dhani Ram
Shandil and MLA Vinod
Sultanpuri were also pre-
sent on the occasion.
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