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Hmdutva, alleges Uddhav Thackeray
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Smha reets
people on
Kabir Jayanti

LG Manoj Sinha today
extended his heartiest
greetings to the people on
the auspicious occasion of
Sant Kabir Das Jayanti,
which will be celebrated
tomorrow.

"On the auspicious oc-
casion of Sant Kabir Das
Jayanti, I extend my
heartiest greetings and
good wishes to all," he
said in his message.

"Sant Kabir Das re-
mains an eternal beacon
of wisdom, illuminating
the path of humanity. His
timeless message of uni-
versal oneness, harmony,
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CBregisters
FIRin Grameen
Bank fraud case

The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Crime
Branch on Sunday regis-
tered an FIR into an al-
leged fraud of more than
Rs 68 lakh in Jammu and
Kashmir Grameen Bank
after an internal vigilance
inquiry uncovered sus-
pected fake loan accounts,
unauthorised transactions
and diversion of funds.

The case was filed under
sections 420 and 120-B of
the Indian Penal Code af
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Ladakh welcomes
Dalai Lama

The Dalai Lama re-
ceived a grand welcome
on his arrival in Ladakh
on Sunday for a two-
month visit, with thou-
sands of devotees, monks
and well-wishers lining
the Technical Airport
route here to greet him.

The 14th Dalai Lama,
who recently underwent
a knee surgery in Delhi,
will celebrate his 9ist
birthday in Leh on July 6,
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Justice Narasimha
to be part
of SC collegium

NEW DELHI, JUN 28:
Justice P S Narasimha is set
to become a member of the
Supreme Court Collegium
with the retirement of Jus-
tice J K Maheshwari on
Sunday.

Being the fifth senior-
most  judge, Justice
Narasimha will officially be a
part of the Collegium until
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After 15-¥r-wait, 263
CRPF officers get

first promotion

NEW DELHI, JUN
28: More than 250 officers
ofthe country'slargest para-
military Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) finally
received their first career
promotion after a 14-15-
year wait, officials said on
Sunday.

Their much-delayed ele-
vation came about after
prolonged litigation and
conditional resolution of
pending service issues re-
lated to seniority and vacan-
cies.

On June 26, the CRPF
headquartersissued orders
promoting 263 Assistant
Commandant-rank (AC)
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'‘Mann Ki Baat'

From seas to skies, India hecoming
increasingly self-reliant: Modi

NEW DELHI, JUN 28:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday
highlighted several
milestones achieved by
the country to become
self-reliant as he cited
the maiden flight of the
made-in-India C-295
aircraft and the suc-
cessful test of the in-
digenous Long-Range
Land-Attack Cruise
Missile.

In his monthly radio
broadcast 'Mann Ki Baat',
he noted that in June itself,
the country had achieved a
major success in the avia-
tion sector.

Noting that the C-295 air-
craft has been made in In-
dia, he said, "As many as 40
such aircraft are being built
right here in India and this
is giving new strength to
MSMEs and the aerospace
sector”.

It will also increase em-
ployment opportunities, he
noted.

The first made-in-India C-
295 military transport air-

o
craft successfully completed
its maiden flight on June 10.

The IAF is procuring 56 C-
295 transport aircraft at a
cost of around Rs 21,935
crore.

Forty of these aircraft will
be assembled by Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Limited in
cooperation with Airbus ata
production facility in Vado-
dara.

Modi said in June too, the
country achieved some
other milestones that fill
every citizen with pride.

"Recently, I got the oppor-
tunity to participate in a
Navy-related programme in
Kolkata. There, INS Duna-
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giri, INS Shanshak and INS
Agrya were inducted into
the Indian Navy's fleet.
From the design to manu-
facturing of these ships,
everything is indigenous,"
he said.

The prime minister said in
June, the Defence Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) also success-
fully tested an indigenous
Long-Range Land-Attack
Cruise Missile (LRLACM).

"In other words, from the
seas to the skies, our India is
becoming increasingly se-
cure and self-reliant," he
said.

The DRDO on

‘Better to look inwards'
India trashes Pak allegations

on Karachi terror attack

NEW DELHI, JUN 28:
India on Sunday rejected
Pakistan's claims linking it
to an attack on a military
base in Karachi that left four
paramilitary  personnel
dead, while also urging Is-
lamabad to look inwards
and take action against ter-
rorists on its own soil.

Reports from Islamabad
said Pakistani security
forces killed six terrorists
and captured another alive
after foiling a brazen attack
by militants on a Sindh
Rangers compound in
Karachi on Saturday night.

The attack left four para-

military personnel dead and
marked the city's first major
terrorist strike since Octo-
ber 2024.

Certain elements in the
Pakistani establishment al-
leged an Indian link to the
attack.

"We have seen Pakistani
reports making baseless al-
legations against India re-
garding the recent incident
in Karachi," External Affairs
Ministry  spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

"We categorically reject
them. Instead of pointing
fingers at others, Pakistan
would do better to look in-

wards, take credible action
against the terror infra-
structure on its territory and
rid itself of its proclivity to
rely on terrorism as an in-
strument of state policy," he
said.

Jaiswal was responding
to amedia query.

Pakistan's Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi has
strongly condemned the at-
tack and alleged, without
proof, an Indian link to the
strike.

It may be mentioned that
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) has warned
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India, Seychelles unveil 19
outcomes spanning def, space

VICTORIA (SEY-
CHELLES), JUN 28: In-
dia and Seychelles on Sun-
day unveiled 19 outcomes
following talks between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Patrick
Herminie, expanding coop-
eration in areas ranging
from defence and maritime
security to digital pay-
ments, space, healthcare,
agriculture and education.

The package of outcomes
reflects the broadening of
New Delhi's engagement
with the strategically lo-
cated Indian Ocean archi-
pelagic nation across secu-
rity, connectivity, capacity

building and development
partnership.

According to the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA),
the outcomes included an
extradition treaty, an
agreement on cooperation
in the peaceful uses of outer
space, an agreement to ad-
vance UPI-based digital
payments in Seychelles, an
umbrella line of credit
agreement with the Export-
Import Bank of India and
an agreement for prelimi-
nary preparations for a new
Seychelles National Hospi-
tal.

The two sides also an-
nounced the gifting of a fast

patrol vessel to Seychelles,
the handover of 10 utility
vehicles and five Laser Ra-
dial class boats to the Sey-
chelles Defence Force, the
completion of the refit of PS
Zoroaster for the Seychelles
Coast Guard and the upgra-
dation of a Dornier aircraft
with a glass cockpit.

Other development ini-
tiatives included the han-
dover of six ambulances,
500 metric tonnes of rice
and 8,500 metric tonnes of
cement, the launch of a
commemorative logo
marking 50 years of diplo-
matic relations and the vir
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Putin vows to ensure Russia's
security amid Ukrame strikes

MOSCOW, JUN 28 :
Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Sunday
vowed to ensure security
and overcome challenges
as Ukraine stepped up its
retaliatory strikes inside
Russia amid Moscow's
four-year war.

Kyiv calls the attacks fair
retribution for Russia's
near-daily barrages on
Ukrainian civilians and en-
ergy infrastructure since its
February 2022 offensive.

"Yes, we see the prob-
lems, we are aware of them
and are responding to
them, but we will certainly
ensure the security of both
the country and our citi-

zens, as well as the inviola-
bility of Russia's borders,"
Putin said at the United
Russia party congress. "We
will undoubtedly overcome
all the challenges facing us
today, including terrorist
attacks on our territory and
infrastructure facilities," he
added.

Putin's speech came
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hours after a Ukrainian
drone strike killed one per-
son in Russia's southern
Krasnodar region and
sparked a fire in a refinery,
according to regional gov-
ernor Veniamin Kon-
dratyev.

Kyiv claimed the hit, with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky call-
ing it a part of the "opera-
tions that weaken Russia's
ability to wage this war".

"The Slavyansk oil refin-
ery in the Krasnodar region
was hit -- about 300 kilo-
meters from the frontline.
We also reached a refinery
in the Yaroslavl region, ap
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June 15 conducted success-
ful flight-test of the LR-
LACM off the coast of
Odisha.

The LRLACM is an in-
digenously built missile with
all sub-systems developed
by various DRDO laborato-
ries and industry partners.

During the broadcast,
Modi thanked citizens for
heeding to his appeal to
avoid buying gold for some
time, holidaying abroad and
opting for car pool in view of
the West Asia situation.

"I am grateful to every cit-
izen of the country; not only
have they supported my ap-
peal, they are also actively
cooperating in every way,"
hesaid.

The prime minister said
he had also requested farm-
ers to adopt chemical-free
farming, protect their farm-
lands, and maximise the use
of natural fertilisers.

Referring to an initiative
to prepare the youth for new
technology while keeping
them rooted in their her
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Cabinet reshuffle
buzz gains

momentum

NEW DELHI, JUN 28:
A reshuffle in the council of
ministers of the Modi gov-
ernment seems imminent,
with indications from the
top echelons of the ruling
dispensation that the exer-
cise may be carried out any-
time from now - possibly be-
fore the Monsoon session of
Parliament begins.

Sources aware of the de-
liberations said the reshuf-
fle in the Union Council of
Ministers will be carried out
in tandem with the an-
nouncement of a new BJP
team under its president
Nitin Nabin.
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Pak intruder
caught near LoC

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 28

A Pakistani intruder was
today apprehended by
Army troops near the Line
of Control (LoC) in Bal-

akote  sub-sector  of
Poonch.
He was identified as Ray-

ees Khan of Pakistan-occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir.
He was taken into custody
soon after he entered the
Indian territory, officials
said.

His sustained question-
ing was in progress, the of-
ficials added.

This was the third such
incident this month.

VB G RAM G will
only guarantee

centralisation: Cong

NEW DELHI, JUNE
28: Flagging concerns
raised by multiple states,
the Congress on Sunday
said the VB G RAM G Act,
proposed as an alternative
to MGNREGA, would guar-
antee only centralisation
and further financial stress
on states.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
the Modi government,
"vengeful and petty" as ever,
bulldozed the repeal of
MGNREGA through Parlia-
ment without any thorough
consultation with the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural Develop-
ment, state governments, or
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Shri Amarnathji Yatra

LG visits Baltal, reviews
preparatlons for pllgrlmage

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 28

Ahead of the upcoming
Shri Amarnathji yatra to
the South Kashmir Hi-
malayas, LG Manoj Sinha
today visited Baltal and re-
viewed preparations made
by the authorities con-
cerned for the annual pil-
grimage.

On the occasion, he
chaired a high-level meet-
ing with senior officials, and
reviewed the infrastructure,
security measures, and
overall arrangements to en-
sure that all preparations
were complete.

The LG directed all the
stakeholder departments to
make certain that all
amenities were in place and
that devotees of Almighty
Shiva were welcomed into
an environment that was
safe, comfortable, and well-
organised.

"My priority is that every
pilgrim can enjoy the spiri-
tual journey and leave with a
truly enriching and fulfill-
ing experience. The sacred
yatra is a moment of faith,
and shared joy. I want the
arrangements to reflect that
spirit, ensuring that Teerth
Yatris are well cared for," he
said.

Hereviewed the arrange-

ments in place with regard
to sanitation, evacuation
plan, weather forecasting,
holding areas for pilgrims,
parking facilities, langars,
transportation, healthcare
services, drinking water
and power supply, buffer
stock of essential commodi-
ties, road maintenance,
flood mitigation measures,
disaster management pre-
paredness, animal hus-
bandry services, registra-
tion counters and other
essential infrastructure.
The LG directed police
and other security agencies
to maintain the highest
level of vigilance and ensure
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Iran attacks Bahrain, Kuwait
following US strikes

DUBALI, JUN 28: Iran's
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard launched drone and
missile attacks Sunday tar-
geting Bahrain and Kuwait
in response to US airstrikes
that hit the Islamic Repub-
lic, and threatened a "com-
plete halt" could come to ne-
gotiations to end the war if
Washington continues its
attacks.

The attacks on Bahrain
and Kuwait came as a multi-
national maritime body
overseen by the US Navy
said Saturday that it would
expand a route near Oman
in the Strait of Hormuzto al-
low for both inbound and

outbound traffic - setting up
a new flashpoint with
Tehran.

An interim deal between
the US and Iran to end the
war called for the Strait,
which once saw a fifth of the
world's oil and natural gas
pass through it, to see tran-
sits resume. However, Iran
has twice attacked vessels
going through the Oman
route, backed by a United
Nations agency, as Tehran
insists that it must control
passage through the crucial
waterway despite American
and Gulf Arab opposition.

Early Sunday, the US mil-
itary's Central Command

said it struck Iranian mili-
tary "surveillance infra-
structure, communication
systems, air defence sites,
drone storage facilities and
minelayer capabilities" fol-
lowing an attack on a ship at
sea early Saturday morning.
That ship, the Panamanian-
flagged tanker Kiku, carried
crude oil for the state-run
energy company of Qatar, a
key negotiator between Iran
and the US

In a social media post,
Trump said the US had
"struck Iranian missile and
drone storage locations, and
coastal radar sites, for vio
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CEC arrives; to interact with
grassroots-level poII officials

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUNE 28

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar arrived in the valley to-
day on a three-day official
visit to the UT of Jammu &
Kashmir.

During his stay here, he
will undertake various pro-
grammes across the valley,
aimed at engaging with
voters, electoral stakehold-
ers and field-level election
machinery, besides review-
ing electoral initiatives be-
ing carried out at the grass-
roots level.

He was received upon ar-
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rival at Srinagar Airport by
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Electoral Officer Sanjeev
Verma, Budgam Deputy
Commissioner Athar Amir
and other senior officers
from the administration
and election department.

He also greeted the vot-
ers of Jammu and Kashmir
and praised the region's
scenic beauty.

Speaking to media per-
sons at the airport, Kumar
said he would be interact-
ing with voters from across
the "beautiful valleys" of
Jammu and Kashmir, with
special focus on strength-
ening connect with grass-
roots-level functionaries.

"I'will be interacting with
voters across the beautiful
valleys of Jammu and
Kashmir, particularly with
the grassroots-level booth
level officers of Budgam
district, who serve as the
cornerstone of the Election
Commission," he said.

The CEC will hold an in-
teraction with voters, BLOs
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3 Pak Rangers killed in
terrorist attack at Karachi

KARACHI, JUN 28 :
Pak military said today that
three members of its para-
military Rangers force were
killed and four others
wounded in fighting after
militants launched an at-
tack the previous night on a
regional headquarters in
the southern port city of
Karachi.

A militant rammed an ex-
plosives-laden vehicle into
the provincial headquarters
of the paramilitary Pakistan
Rangers in Karachi on Sat-
urday night, triggering an
intense exchange of gunfire
with security forces, accord-
ing to police and witnesses.

In a statement, the mili-

tary said security forces had
killed three attackers and
captured a fourth, who was
wounded. It identified the
captured suspect as an
Afghan national.

The military said opera-
tions were continuing in the
area and warned that Pak-
istan would retaliate
against those responsible
for the assault. Pakistan has
carried out airstrikes inside
Afghanistan in recent years,
saying they targeted mili-
tants responsible for at-
tacks inside Pakistan. Kabul
has repeatedly denied al-
lowing militant groups to
use Afghan territory to
launch cross-border at-

tacks.

The militant group Ja-
maat-ul-Ahrar, a break-
away faction of the Pak-
istani Taliban, claimed the
attack shortly after it oc-
curred.

The military described
the group as an Indian
proxy, but provided no evi-
dence to support the allega-
tion. There was no immedi-
ate comment from India,
and New Delhi has denied
similar allegations in recent
years.

President Asif Ali Zardari
paid tribute to the three
Rangers personnel "mar-
tyred" in the assault, ex
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