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Govt Should Amend Legal Framework To Make Passport,
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Let the victory over Polio continue with
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India is polio free. But polio still exists in few countries and it may come
back. Ensure your child's complete protection. Make sure polio vaccine
is given every time so that India maintains its victory over polio.
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LG, CM pay tributes
to Imam Hussain

LG Manoj Sinha and
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today paid tributes
to Hazrat Imam Hussain
on the occasion of Ashura.

"The supreme sacrifices
of Hazrat Imam Hussain
(AS) and his companions
at Karbala remain a time-
less beacon for humanity,
upholding truth, justice,
and human dignity," the
LG said.

He asked people to re-
solve to imbibe these uni-
versal ideals and work to-
gether to build a peaceful,
progressive, and equitable
society.

Cont. on P9 >
Dulhasti project
gates to remain
open for 2 days

The gates of Dulhasti hy-
del power project, Kisht-
war, would remain open on
June 27 & 28 for the peri-
odicsilt flushing process.

A public advisory, asking
people to stay away from
the banks of mighty
Chenab river & its tribu-
taries, in this regard was is-
sued by the Ramban dis-
trict administration.

The administration cau-
tioned that the release of
water might lead to a sud
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Army Chief calls
on Ladakh LG

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUN 26

Chief of Army Staff Gen
Upendra Dwivedi today
called on Ladakh LG Vinai
Kumar Saxena at Raj Ni-
was in Leh, during his visit
to the Union Territory.

His visit to Ladakh
comes amid the Army's
continued focus on main-
taining operational pre-
paredness and promoting
close coordination with

Cont. on P9 >

Al to determine
contours of future
growth: Jitendra

NEW DELHI, JUN
26: Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh today said
that AI, Nuclear, Space
and Quantum technolo-
gies would determine
contours of future growth
& global competitiveness.

"Indiais rapidly emerg-
ing as a major force in
frontier technologies,
with the National Quan
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NDPS Act to be amended to

crush narco-syndicates: Shah

NEW DELHI, JUN 26:
Vowing tougher action
against drug networks,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah today an-
nounced that the Centre
was going to amend
NDPS Act to plug all
loopholes exploited by
narco-syndicates, and
underlined the need for
aruthless approach to-
wards drug peddlers
and suppliers.

He asked the states to
submit their suggestions to
the Centre regarding the
proposed amendments be-
ing brought by the finance
ministry to effectively plug
the existing loopholes.

The home minister also
spoke about "success
achieved" by agencies in
tackling the drug menace in
the country.

"During 2004 to 2014, 26
lakh kilograms of synthetic
drugs were seized. In con-
trast, from 2014 to 2026, we
seized 1.18 crore kilograms
of synthetic drugs. This
shows that our campaign is
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steadily progressing to-
wards success," he said
while addressing the 10th
apex-level meeting of
Narco-Coordination Centre
(NCORD) here.

Shah said the value of the
drugs seized between 2004
and 2014 was approxi-
mately Rs 40,000 crore,
whereas the value of the
drugs seized between 2014
and 2026 was approxi-
mately Rs 1.84 1akh crore.

"This reflects the remark-
able increase in the effec-
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tiveness and scope of the
government's actions," he
said.

The home minister said
the government will amend
the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act to plug all loop-
holes exploited by narco-
syndicates.

He called on the states to
share their suggestions on
the proposed amendments
by the finance ministry with
the Centre.

He also asked the state

India flags attacks on

schools, children at UN

UNITED NATIONS,
JUNE 26: India has called
for those targeting schools
and children during armed
conflicts to be held ac-
countable, stressing that
protecting children without
ensuring accountability re-
mains incomplete.

"Education must con-
tinue to be protected even
during conflicts," India's
Permanent Representative
to the UN, Ambassador
Harish Parvathaneni, said
while addressing a UN Se-
curity Council open debate
on "Strengthening the Pre-
vention of and Protection
of Education for Children
Affected by Armed Con-
flict: From Normative
Commitments to Effective
Implementation" in New
York.

"Education is a right that
should endure in times of
conflict. It is a right whose
fulfilment is among the
most powerful contribu-
tions to lasting peace. India
remains unwavering in its
commitment to protecting
children in armed conflict
and to upholding their right
tolearn, to grow, and to re-
alise their full potential," he

Emphasising the need for
accountability, Parvatha-
neni said, "Protection with-
out accountability is in-
complete. Those who target
schools and children with
impunity must be held to
account.”

The UN Secretary-Gen-
eral's latest report on Chil

Cont.on P9 >

Transformational growth prime
focus of India-UK FTA: Goyal

LONDON, JUN 26:
Commerce & Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal to-
day told business leaders at
a plenary session in Lon-
don that 'transformational
growth should be the prime
focus of India-UK Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

He is in the UK on a
three-day visit to review
the preparedness of both
countries for the imple-
mentation of the Compre-
hensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA),
which comes into force on
July 15.

During an interactive
event organised by the
High Commission of India
in London, Goyal heard
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from members of a Feder-
ation of Indian Commerce
and Industry-led delega-
tion on the sector-wide op-
portunities on offer from
CETA, such as advanced
manufacturing, consumer
goods, renewable energy,
healthcare and tourism.
"Collaborations, coopera-
tions, partnerships will be,
in my humble opinion, the

right way to come in
quickly for both British
businesses and Indian
businesses," he told the
gathering.

"It will wedge your way
faster; not compulsory, of
course, your choice. If you
are confident, you can do it
on your own, that's great.
But that could also be one
pathway which will make
your journey faster.

"International trade nor-
mally grows at 4 to 6 or 5
per cent. If that is the level
of ambition that we will
keep as a nation, it will be
completely a betrayal of the
trust that the world has on
us today... the world's trust

Cont.on P9 >
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governments to ensure real-
time information sharing
under all circumstances.

"For this, the Narcotics
Control Bureau has devel-
oped several portals. I urge
all chief secretaries and po-
lice chiefs to upload crime
details for their respective
states to these portals in a
time-bound manner. This
will enable the government
of India to review these
cases and provide you with
necessary feedback and sug-
gestions," Shah said.

He urged all chief secre-
taries and police chiefs to
move towards making
NCORD meetings result-
oriented.

"The number of meetings
is certainly increasing, but it
is also essential that they are
result-oriented.

"Is effective implementa-
tion taking place on the deci-
sions taken in the meetings?
Are those decisions re-
viewed in the next meeting?
Is there a rigorous and seri-
ous analysis of them? Ef

Cont. on P9 >

Nadda calls for
stren%thening
party at booth level

PATNA, JUN 25:
Union Health Minister
and former BJP national
president Jagat Prakash
Nadda today called upon
newly appointed
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) office-bearers in
Bihar to strengthen the
organisation down to the
booth level and actively
disseminate the party's
ideology, policies, and
programmes among peo-
ple.

Cont.on P9 >

'Ulta chor kotwal
ko daante"; Omar on
'hackdoor' appointments

o~

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUN 26

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today strongly
rejected allegations of
backdoor appointments
against his government,
describing the accusa-
tions as a case of "ulta
chor kotwal ko daante
(the thief scolding the po

Cont.on P9 >

Sinha joins Muharram procession,
distributes refreshments

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, JUN 26

LG Manoj Sinha today
joined Muharram proces-
sion of Shia mourners on
Ashura - the 10th day of
Muharram - in the summer
capital city of Srinagar. In
Jammu too, the day was
observed with deep reli-
gious reverence.

Marking the martyrdom
of Imam Hussain (AS) and
his companions in the Bat-
tle of Karbala, the proces-
sion was taken out through
the traditional route in the
interior areas of the sum-
mer capital here.

The LG joined the pro-
cession in Zadibal area,
and distributed refresh-
ments among the mourn-
ers. He paid his respects by
offering a 'chadar' to the
symbolic 'Zuljanah', offi-
cials said.

He interacted with the
mourners and assessed the
arrangements for the pro-
cession, officials said.

"I pay humble tributes to
Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS)
and his companions. Their
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supreme sacrifice for
peace, love, and compas-
sion remains an eternal
guide to building a society
rooted in equality and har-
mony," he said.

"Hazrat Imam Hussain
(AS) gave the timeless mes-
sage of selfless service and
compassion for the under-
privileged. The society
must draw inspiration
from his noble life and
virtues, walking the right-
eous path of truth, justice,
and humanity," the LG
added.

DGP Nalin Prabhat, divi-
sional commissioner,
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, and
other senior officers of po-
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lice and civil administra-
tion were among those pre-
sent on the occasion.

Elaborate security
arrangements were made
on the occasion for the
safety of mourners and
other participants. The cel-
ebrations, however, passed
off peacefully.

Officials said the admin-
istration had put in place
elaborate arrangements to
ensure the smooth conduct
of the event. Healthcare fa-
cilities, drinking water,
sanitation, traffic regula-
tion and emergency re-
sponse services were
arranged along the proces
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Govt officially releases names
of 6 Op Sindoor martyrs

NEW DELHI, JUN
26: For the first time since
the conduct of Operation
Sindoor in May last year,
which Army had carried
out against Pakistan to
avenge the Pahalgam mas-
sacre of 25 Hindu holiday-
ers and a local at Baisaran
meadow, the government
has released the names of
six soldiers who were mar-
tyred in line of action.

Five Indian Army per-
sonnel and one belonging
to Air Force were among
six martyred in the line of
action during Operation
Sindoor.

The names of these sol-
diers will be inscribed at
the National War Memor-
ial in the national Capital.

Sub Maj Pawan Kumar,
Rifleman Sunil Kumar,

Lance Naik Dinesh Kumar,
Agniveer Murali Naik,
Havildar Sunil Kumar
Singh, and Indian Air
Force Sergeant Surendra
Kumar were among those
killed in the line of duty.

The names of these he-
roes of Operation Sindoor
were released alongside the
list of all soldiers who made
the supreme sacrifice dur-
ing various military opera-
tionsin 2025.

The '"Tyag Chakra' (Circle
of Sacrifice) at the National
War Memorial is dedicated
to the nation's bravehearts.
It comprises 16 circular
granite walls; the name,
rank, and unit of every sol-
dier who made the
supreme sacrifice for the
country after Indepen-
dence are inscribed on the

bricks of these walls.

Now, these six heroes
from Operation Sindoor
will also become a perma-
nent part of this memorial.

India launched strikes on
May 7 last year, targeting
what it described as terror-
ist camps in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kash-
mir in retaliation for the
terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam that
claimed 26 lives.

Pakistan retaliated im-
mediately, triggering aerial
engagements, drone at-
tacks and heavy shelling
across the border.

The military operation,
named "Operation Sin-
door", carried deep sym-
bolic messaging.

The word "Sindoor"
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6 cr names deleted so far; exercise

continues in 19 states, UTs

NEW DELHI, JUN
26: The Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls,
which has so far led to the
deletion of nearly six crore
voters and triggered acri-
mony between the Opposi-
tion and the Election Com-
mission, has completed one
year as the poll roll clean-
up exercise continues in 19
states and Union Territo-
ries.

The pilot SIR exercise
was commenced in Bihar
on June 24 last year, ahead
of the Assembly polls.

Post Bihar SIR, its voters'
list was pruned by nearly
65 lakh amid allegations by

the Opposition and ac-
tivists that the poll authority
was working at the behest
of the BJP to disenfran-
chise citizens for want of
documents.

In March, the Supreme
Court unanimously upheld
the constitutional validity
of the EC's move to carry
out SIR.

Individuals whose names
were deleted during SIR
are being excluded from
state welfare benefits in
West Bengal and Bihar.
Following recent state as-
sembly elections, both gov-
ernments announced that
voter roll purification data

is being linked to social se-
curity.

SIR is now part of the
NCERT's Social Science
textbook, describing it as
an exercise to ensure that
no eligible citizen is left out
and no ineligible person is
included in the electoral
roll.

In the second phase of
the exercise-announced on
October 27, last year-in Ut-
tar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Puducherry, the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Lak-
shadweep, Gujarat, Mad
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