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Women’s T20 World Cup: India beat
Bangladesh by 5 wickets to stay in hunt

MAMCHESTER. JUNE 25: India

rache an Shatali Verma's g4-ball 5% 1o
defeat Bangladesh by five wickets and
rermain i contention for a semiabimal
Berth in the Waormen's Teo Waorld Cup

biereom Thursday.

Asked to bowl first, India limited
Bangladesh to 136 for 8 despite drop-
pitg four eatehes to continie their
wireful fiebding inthe tourmament.

Orpener Juairiya Perdous (33) and
skipper Nigar Sultana (32 were the
contributors

significant
Bangladesh,

Coming back into the side, left-amm
spinner Badha Yadav (3,28 in g overs)
pricked up three wickets for Incia during
an impressivee suting, even as berother
collesignies chipped in with coonomical

b ling.

India completed their chase in 16,5
overs. Rita Moni (2249 in 4 overs) was

thie busst Bangladhesh boaler

Bangladiesh: 136/8 in 20 overs
{Juairiya Ferlous 93, Nigar Sultana

iz Rdha Yadav 3./28).

Inddiia: 136/5 in 16.5 avers (Shafali

FEhatia 55; Ritv Moni 2/2q)
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HNEW DELHL, JUNE
250 Star  drag-flicker
Decpikn Schrowat says the
toughest challenge of her
CiPeer wis not seoring goals
but coping with months
away from hochey after a
serloys hamstring infury, a
pericd that beft her frus
trated, emotional and quees-
tioming whien she woulbd re-
turn to the field,

Naonw, after plaving a piv
ool robe in India’s tithe-win-
ririg FTH MNatioins Cup coim-
paign in Now Zealand, the
s-year-obd focls she has re-
dispovered both her eoafi-
dereee and rhyvthon at a e
cial time, with the World
Cup and Asian Gasees on
the horizon,

Decpilka, who missed last
viar's Adia Cupafter suffer-
g a Grade 11 harmstring
tear, made an impressive
return by finishing as the
_i-::-i1|.| I"'-H-"-"-'“" senrer al the
Wations Cup with six goals,
alongside American Ashley
Seaa,

“Katians Cuapwas my first
teamarmeent after nehab and
regaining full fitness. It had
Byt i B e sdne 1 haed
played at this kevel, =0 1 was
a little nervous inthe begin-
Alg.

Bk it turmed oot to be s
o tomrmament and this
performmanee has given me
2 bat af confidence affer re
turming  from  injury,”
Deepika told PTT Bhasha in
i,

The |'.!'n|i|'||_'~ tarward ad-
mitted that the months
spseril o e sidelines tested
hier mientally ns mueh as

fier

physically,

"The time away from
hockey was very difficult. 1
woubd get angry and ey,
wondering why | was ot of
the beam. While the team
wils ioarring Argentina and
Anstralin, 1 was still in res-
hab. It was only at the Na-
thons Cup theat 1 truly felt 1
hacl rifturnied,” szl
Dicpika, Hockey India's
best emerging plaver for
ZOEE,

At a time when doubts
crept in about her come-
bk, ek sanbed the sanp-
port anmd taith shown by
hiead coach Sjoerd Marijne,
stremgth and conditioning
eruieh Winynie LoanExard
the support staff played a
cruckal role in restoring her
corlaliEme

" Last :n'-r:lf_!'!r i||j|_|1':.' Wi
50 merios that T wasn't sune
when 1 would return, The
credit for my comehack
goes  loe ecoach  Sjoerd,
Wayme, tralner Clara and
Ramhit, who worksd tire

and cry, wondering
the team: Deepika

besshy om my rehabilitation,”
sl said,

"Their support gave me
comfidence throughout the
recovery preccss. Coach
Sjoerd has built this team in
a short perbod. It wasn't
casv. bt he has waorked
very hard and the players
hevwe fully Backed him. The
ceswching staff diss=rees o ol
of credit.” Deepika also
highlighted the impact of a
specialised drag-Mick eamp
canducted by Duteh great
Tacke Tackema, one of the
et exponemis of the skill.

"The drag-flick camp
with him was a greal expe-
rhenee. We not only wor ke
on drag flicks but also
analysed videos of opposi=
tlon teams, stindving the
movermenis of first roshers
and _g,-:q;.'ll.;u_h'p-r-.'. That
helped me  understand
where to place my shals.”

Sl saied thae |'|i3$l‘7a.1 li=s=
s was Lo brust her in-
stinets and play withoul
femir,

*1 was tobd not to pul oo
much pressure on myself
and ko trust my skills, Even
if wewere trailing, 1 was en-
opuraged to take drag Mlicks
with confidence. That ap-
proach helped me a lot”
Despite finishing among
the tournament’s leading
soorers, Decpika insisted
the achbevement wis the re
sult of o collective effort,

“As @ striker and drag
flicker, it i my responsibility
to seone goaks, But withorn
the toam's support it would-
n't have been possible be-
canese [ ean only showease
my skills when the team
cams penalty corners. The
ter backed me  com-
pletely,”

Inslin’s Mations Cup tri-
wmph also seciired promo-
tion back to the FIH Pro
League after relegation last
season, something Deepika
|Jl:'“1"|-1'!'i kL I“ ]x' |r|1.':||1u|'|:-|n'
for the team’s development.

"It was very important for
s i win this tourmameent
hecanse plaving in the Pra
League gives us the oppor-
minity to compete regularly
aganst thi Loapr b,

“That helps us under-
stamd where we stamd and
“]Iil1 SN III:"l'I:I. | {4] TN LS.
We went there with the 1n
tention of winming and the
feeding of Hiting the trophy is
vy sperinl

With the World Cupand
Asglan Games fast  ap-
progaching, Deepika said In-
dia is determined to cCATTY
forward the momentum
generaled by the Nations
{'|||'| LTSS,

FIFA World Cup 2026 emerges as
highest-scoring WC in last 68 years

NEW DELHI, JUNE
25 (ANT): The ongalng edi-
tan of the FTEA Waorld Cu i
heas been the highest-soor-
ing World Cupinthe last 68
vears, with several super-
stars of the game finding the
el

s T 'l"I'|:-1f|'I"n|.|1.-'. with a
ralenl 208 goals per ratch,
this World Cup is the high-
est-gearing in the last 68
vears, sinee the 1058 WC,
where the average was 3.6
HI'\GI!:" perm ibeh.

Lo far in the loumament, a
total of 163 goals have been
seored. The all-time record
for most geals in a single
Waorld Cup is 172 goals in
the 20622 esclytion, which wis
wian by Laomel Messi-lel Ar-
gentina.

Advertisement

The biggest win of the
toarrrsnrment 15 Canacka's 6-0
winover Clatar.

The leading goal-scorer in
the ongoing edition is Ar-
genlinas Messi, who has
=cored five so far. This in-

cludes his first-ever FIFA
WO lat-trick :|_.;_;|.i|'_'\.'l .-'l.|;|.:|;'-
ria in the campaign opener.
The browee in the next clash
against Austria made him
HUTpHEsS Lsenmany's
Miroslay Klose{16]) for most

goals in the tournament’s
history, with 18,

el I'|'t:||1l b o s s
possibde...": SA's Molfokeng
after team scals first=cver
FIFA WC knockouts quali-
fication’

I aeonnd ]:-Iill"'L' are
Fraxils Vinseis I, Frameoe's
Exlian Mbappe amd Nor-
way's Erling Haaland with
foiuar poals ench.

Grermany’s Dhenis Uinday,
Switaerland's Johan Man-
i, Brazil's Matheos
Cunha, Morooeo's Tsmael
Sthari  and Canada’s
Jonathan David {three
each) are at the third spot,

Vinicius Jr (one assist)
and Unday (two assists)
have secuped a tolal of five
p;u;ﬂ'inl.-'-;l!\'a,'n'.l,-nl;s'in1||q'|_|n-
going tournament. (AN
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Women’s Baskethall team Emerge Champions
at Women Ballers League in Srinagar
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Demonstrating determi-
matbon amd tesmwork, the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Sports Complex, Women's
Basketball Team emerged
champions at the Women
Kallers League, hedd in eol-
labaration with the Men's
Basketball Loague umder the
aepis of the J&EK Sports
Council at Girdun Stadium,
Seinagar, from June 14 to
10, kL,

Shri Muta Vaishng Devi
Sports Complex, under the
et roaage ol SMYVTHSE qom-
prising two men's teams
and one wormen's team, to-
talaf 11 players participated
in the prestighons loarm-
ment. While both mien's
I1':|.||:|:~.1]ir:]|-!.l:r-:~:i|.'-'|:|1r|1|':|||:|.-
abde performances and ad-
vaneed to the quarterfinal
stage, However, it was the
wornen's e Uhal stobe e
spotlight by securing the
championship title with an
ocutstanding display of grit
and consistency throawghout
the competition.

For their tith=winning
performanee, the women's
(EE<T4) IR THES il“h“ll"l:l. ik 1'iL""i|1
prize of 28000, absng with
the championship trophy
and medals by the organis-

9 ‘-r-"Il

ers. Adiding anct e r feather
to the Sports Complex Cap,
Ani Priva wos adjudged the
Flaver of the Tournament
for her exeeptional all-
roungl |'n'1'l'nrm.'|nn*- for
which she recelved a cash
awird of 72,500 :_|.I|_|r||_q| with
an individual trophy.

Shri Aok Kumar Maunya,
Additional Chief Executive
{wrer. while |'I|‘|I1-|‘|11I'i.|'|E_r|":|"
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players tockay congratulated
thirm for emerging as win-
ner in the tourmament.

He highlighted the Shnne
Board's sustained commit-
ment towards the promo-
tion of sports inthe region
umwber the l'.']i._|ir:|1:_||'|-,hip il
Shri Mangj Sinha, Hon'ble
Lt., Governor JE-UT. He
alan appreciated the dediea-
o, e[it.ripl'inr and hard
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work exhibited by the play-
ers and copching stafl, ad
eypresssd eonfidence that
guch achievements would
inapine mone youth to pair-
s sports with passion and
conmitrsent. Among those
present on the occasion
wiere Shri Dhiruy Gupta, Di-
rector Sports, SMYL Sports
Cormple, Bashethall Coach
and ather officinls,

Inter-Zonal District Level Kabaddi Championship
for Under-17 Boys commences in Baramulla

HIMALAYAN MAILXEWS
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The Inter-Zonal Dhstriet
Lovel Ealaddi  Chamjpi-
arship for Under-17 Boys,
organkeedd by the Deprt-
ment of Youth Services &
Sparts (DVSS) Baranulla,
commeneced with great en-
thusinsm amd competitive
spirit al BHES Baramulla
ticlaay.

The championship was
officially inaugurated by
Mubeen  Ahmad  Khan,
Phivsical Ediseation Masder
(PFEM} and Aetivity In-
charge DYVSS0 Baramulla,
in presence of Mohammied
Anf Bhat, ]-“|1:.*:~:i|;_:|| Eduica-
tion Lecturer (PEL) and
Canvenor ' Chiel Seleetor ol
thie com petition, along with
other senbor officials and
technical experts of the de-
peartment.

Atatal of 13 monal teams
Irom aenoss etrict Bara-
miulla are participating in
the prestigions champi-
onship. The tournament s
'I_:-e;'i|:|||.'.1_'-:_:-|'.-|_f||_||.1|._'|:|.i.|1;,'|||_-1|;.;_l.||;'
format, with cach beam
seheduled 1o pliy  four
matches, providing ample
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oppartunitics for players to
showense thear skills, hit=
ress, and sporting excel-
lence.

Addressing the partici-
pants on the oocasion,
Mubeen Ahmad Khan high-
lighted the i|:|||14|r|i||1|'|' af
sparis in shaping e char-
acter and personality of
voung stedents. He urged
theathletes to display disci-
pline, teamwark, commin-
mendt, awd :-;|r:-rt-|t|.|||.x|'|i|1
throughout the competi-
tion. He also appreciated
the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Youth Services &
Sparts in providing a vi-

brant platform for nurtur-
ing talent mnd o |I_E|1|:'1 A
healthy sporting  euliure
among vouth

Mohammad Arif Bhat,
Corvenor and Chief Selee
bt e thee chiampéomeship, en-
|'||'||1r:|_§q~rl I|1|~|'q|:r|iri|11r|t'\.' ik
ke the most af the oppos-
tunity and perform to the
best of their abilities. He
emphasized that such com
petitions ot only help in
identibving talewted |||. VTS
fior higher-level events bt
alsocontribute significanthy
towirds the overall phoysical,
mental, and social develop
meend af shudents.

o

The opening  day's
mutehes witnessed intense
commnpelition amd remark-
able performances from
various teams, At the con-
clusion of the league-stage
fixtures played today, etght
s '\1I1I'l'l‘:~h|'|l||:|.'||I_I:I|i|-ll'1|
for the quart erfinal stage of
the tournament

Thequarterfinals, semifi-
nals, and grand finale of the
champlonship are sched-
wled ey e |,ILI:|.|‘|:| oy e
a7, age, al the same venoe,
where the district chamipion
will e cremmied following a
serics of high-voltage en
CoIniera

Shree Charani secures most wickets hy
Indian in single Women's T20WC edition
L TR

MANCHESTER |[UK],
JUNE 25: Indian spinner
Lhree Chorand macde his-
oy, CvercoHming Poonam
Yadaw for most wickets by
an Indian in a *u'll'ua.h.' [
Winnens T2a0 World l".||:|
edition.

Shree Charani, the newly
crownved world number one
Taal bowler, achieved the
mibestone churing her side's
groap st “E"Tﬂ: ".'|.'|:r|||l['1t|:|
makch against Bangladesh
in Manchester on Thursday.

During the match, Cha-
rauni took 221 in four overs,
::;l.'llil'l;e; wickels of Mahida
Akiernnd Shormpn Akber,

Moaw, in four matches in
this tourmsumient, she has 12
wickiets ot an average of 7.08
and an sconomy rate of .31,
with her best figuresof 4/ 19,

She is the beading wicket-
taker in the tournament 5o
tar. For Indin, the old recornd
was in the hands of
Poanam, with 10 wickets in
five matches al anaverage of
100 andd an seomomy rale
of 5.05, with best fignres of
4/ 19 in the 2019y 30 edition,

Mew Zealand all-rounder
Amelia Kerr has the most
wicketsin a single Women's

Tao WC eompetition, with

15 ~;r.|.||'|-. in =ix matches at
an average of 7.33 and an
coomy rade of 4.85, with
b=zt figures of 4,26 in the
206t 25 SCason

"We'll fight togoas faras
possible..": S4% Mofokeng
after team seals first-ever
FIFA W knockouts quali-
fication' Coming to the
miptch, Banghadesh opted to
bt first aned put up 123678 in
20 0vers.

JULEITY ]"u:h_h,ll_lti[;j;j 1031
halls, with five fours) and
Babhana Mestary (22 in 26
bl ks, with twis foars) st ups
# halt=resmtury staned for the
sevond wicket and skipper
Migar Sultaing (22 In 27
halls, with four boundaries)
helped Bangladesh to a
middesi total.

Radha Yoclaw (3)28) and
Charani (2/21 ) were ansong
the lead wicket-takers for
India, with Renuka Thalouwr
and MNandni Sharma also
getting awicket cach.



