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NEW DELHI, JUN 24:
Tennis legend Vijay Amri-
traj, actors Mammootty
and Satish Shah, cricketer
Rohit Sharma, and play-
back singer Alka Yagnik
were among eminent per-
sonalities conferred with
the coveted Padma awards
by President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday.

In the second civil investi-
ture ceremony at the
Ganatantra Mandap of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
president presented Padma
Vibhushan to former
Supreme Court judge K T
Thomas for public affairs
and eminent Malayalam
journalist P Narayanan for
contribution in literature
and education.

Alka Yagnik, Mam-
mootty, American oncolo-
gist Dattatreyudu Nori, ten-
nis player Vijay Amritraj,
industrialist S K M
Maeilanandhan and social
worker and educationist
Vellappally Natesan re-
ceived Padma Bhushan
from the president during
the ceremony.

Rupi Soren, wife of JMM
founder Shibu Soren, re-
ceived the Padma Bhushan
on behalf of the late leader.

The president conferred
Padma Shri to cricketer Ro-
hit Sharma, who led India
to victory in the last T20
World Cup, and hockey
player Savita Punia.

Vladimir Mestvirishvili,
the Georgian coach who
mentored Indian Olympic
medallists like Sushil Ku-
mar, Yogeshwar Dutt, Ravi
Dahiya was awarded
Padma Shri posthumously.
His wife received the award
on his behalf.

The function was at-
tended by Vice President C P
Radhakrishnan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah among
other dignitaries.

The arrival of 83-year-old
folk artist and cultural
guardian from Nagaland,
Guru Sangyusang Pon-
gener, added a dash of vi-
brant cultural touch to the
ceremony. Dressed in tradi-
tional Naga attire, his spir-
ited entry drew a huge
round of applause from the
audience, including Prime
Minister Modi. He received
the Padma Shri.

Social worker Budhri
Tati, who worked in the
field of education and
women empowerment in
the previously naxal-af-
fected Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh, also received
Padma Shri. She, too, pre-
ferred her traditional dress
and received warm ap-
plause as she walked up to
accept the honour.

The president also con-
ferred Padma Shri to actor

Satish Shah posthumously.
The actor was known for es-
saying prominent roles in
the  country's first sitcom Ye
Jo Hai Zindagi, Sarabhai Vs
Sarabhai and cult movie
Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro. His
brother received the award
on his behalf.

Former CEO of Prasar
Bharati Shashi Shekhar
Vempati who is now the
CBFC Chairman was also
awarded Padma Shri by the
president.

In the ceremony, the
president conferred 65
Padma Awards, including
two Padma Vibhushan,
seven Padma Bhushan and
56 Padma Shri.

Actor R Madhavan, In-
dian aerospace scientist in
Defence Research and De-
velopment Laboratory,
Chandramouli Gad-
damanugu, who led the
Akash Missile system from
development to deploy-
ment during Operation Sin-
door, former MHA under
secretary RVS Mani and a
self-made entrepreneur
from a Dalit cobbler family
Ashok Khade who estab-
lished a cutting-edge off-
shore fabrication company
were awarded Padma Shri.

Dalit author Asok Kumar
Haldar, who wrote inspir-
ing literature while being a
railway guard, Ranjani and
Gayatri (counted as one
award) for Carnatic music,

famous actor Anil Kumar
Rastogi and chemistry pro-
fessor Mahendra Nath Roy
were also conferred Padma
Shri.

In a post on X, Prime
Minister Modi said the
Padma Awards celebrate
exceptional service and
dedication across diverse
fields.

"Each awardee repre-
sents the best of our com-
mitment to society. Their
life journeys inspire count-
less citizens and remind
everyone of the power of
hard work and service," he
posted on X.

On Republic Day eve, the
government had an-
nounced 131 Padma awards
including two duo cases (in
a duo case, the award is
counted as one). The
awards included five
Padma Vibhushan, 13
Padma Bhushan and 113
Padma Shri.

The president had con-
ferred 65 Padma Awards  --
two Padma Vibhushan, six
Padma Bhushan and 57
Padma Shri in the first civil
investiture ceremony held
on May 25. The remaining
65 awards (including a duo)
were presented during the
ceremony on Tuesday.

The Padma Awards -- one
of the highest civilian
awards of the country, are
conferred in three cate-
gories -- Padma Vibhushan,
Padma Bhushan and
Padma Shri.

The awards are given in
various disciplines of activ-
ities -- art, social work, pub-
lic affairs, science and engi-
neering, trade and industry,
medicine, literature and ed-
ucation, sports, civil service,
etc.

Padma Vibhushan is
awarded for exceptional
and distinguished service;
Padma Bhushan for distin-
guished service of high or-
der and Padma Shri for dis-
tinguished service in any
field. (PTI)

President confers Padma awards to
Mammootty, Satish Shah, Rohit Sharma
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The Inter-Zonal District
Level Tournament organ-
ised by Youth Services &
Sports Doda continued un-
der the overall supervision
of DYSSO Doda Ashok Ku-

mar, with more than 180
girls from across the district
competing in the U/19 Girls
Kho-Kho and Chess compe-
titions.

Zone Gundna clinched
the Kho-Kho championship
title with a dominant dis-

play of teamwork, speed
and tactical play, while Zone
Ghat finished as runners-
up. In Chess, Zone Bhagwah
emerged champion and
Zone Doda secured the run-
ner-up position.

The DYSSO appreciated

the efforts of players, tech-
nical officials and organis-
ing committee members.
Certificates and trophies
were presented to the win-
ning and runner-up teams
at the conclusion of the
competitions.

Zone Gundna wins Kho-Kho title;
Bhagwah champions Chess at 
inter-zonal tournament in Doda
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The KVS 54th Regional
Sports Meet (Girls) 2026,
which commenced on 23rd
June in different
KendriyaVidyalayas of the
Jammu Region, concluded
successfully today with
great enthusiasm and
sportsmanship. PM Shri
Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 1
Jammu hosted events in-
cluding swimming, diving,
boxing, skating, archery,
and shooting for categories
U-14, U-17, and U-19.

The event witnessed en-
thusiastic participation
from students of various
KendriyaVidyalayas across
the Jammu Region along
with their escorts. Through-
out the meet, participants

displayed remarkable tal-
ent, dedication, discipline,
and team spirit.

The successful comple-

tion of all events marked the
grand culmination of the
Regional Sports Meet. The
programme concluded

smoothly under the able
guidance and leadership of
Venue Principal Shri Akash
Gupta.

54th KVS Regional Sports Meet held

BUENOS AIRES, JUNE 24: Ar-
gentina’s passion for Lionel Messi has
taken monumental form during the
2026 World Cup: A statue stands 26
meters tall in a remote town in Patago-
nia, and a mural signed by over 1,300
fans celebrates the captain who con-
tinues to inspire devotion across the
country.

A 26-meter-tall (85-foot) figure of
Messi made of 70 tons of steel and iron
towers over the outskirts of Cutral Co, a
remote southern town in Patagonia.
The player is kneeling, with the World
Cup trophy he won in 2022 between
his legs and one arm raised, as if greet-
ing motorists traveling along Route 22.

Even the strong Patagonian wind
cannot topple this tribute, inaugurated

on June 16 during Argentina’s World
Cup debut, when the team once again
dazzled under Messi, who sealed the
victory over Algeria after scoring three
goals.

Local authorities and the sculptor
who designed it say it is the largest
monument ever dedicated to the team
captain, who turns 39 on Wednesday.

“He is Argentina’s natural ambas-
sador. For me, it was very important,
not only as an artist but as an Argen-
tine,” Aldo Beroisa, 61, told The Associ-
ated Press.

The sculptor has designed giant di-
nosaurs and monuments to his coun-
try’s independence heroes in Cutral
Co, an oil-producing town that has
never attracted nearly as much atten-

tion as other Patagonian communities
surrounded by picturesque lakes and
mountains.

Now, the town is filling up with ad-
mirers who want to see the statue of
the soccer player who has scored 18
goals since making his World Cup de-
but in 2006. He achieved the record as
the tournament’s top scorer this week,
after netting both goals in Argentina’s
2-0 victory over Austria.

The statue, which took 18 months to
complete, depicts Messi falling to his
knees on the grass at Lusail Stadium
in Qatar during the 2022 World Cup
final after Gonzalo Montiel sealed Ar-
gentina’s 4-2 shootout victory over
France and crowned the country world
champion.

Goal! Messi mania overtakes Argentina
as legend breaks scoring record
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Ongoing 100-Day Nasha
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir
Abhiyan today witnessed
multiple activities across
Shopian district through a
series of awareness, out-
reach, educational, and
sports-based activities
aimed at fostering a drug-
free society.

As part of the campaign,
various departments, edu-
cational institutions, and
community stakeholders
organized programmes to
raise awareness about the
harmful effects of substance
abuse and promote healthy
lifestyle choices among the
public, particularly the
youth.

Government Degree Col-
lege Shopian actively par-
ticipated in the campaign
by organizing awareness ac-
tivities, including pledge-
taking ceremonies and sen-
sitization programmes on
drug abuse prevention. The
institution also promoted
constructive youth engage-
ment through sports and
other co-curricular activi-
ties, reinforcing the mes-
sage of responsible living
and social responsibility
among students.

The Department of Youth
Services & Sports Shopian
continued its efforts under

the campaign by organizing
sports events and competi-
tions across the district.
These activities witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from young athletes and
highlighted the role of
sports in promoting disci-
pline, teamwork, physical
fitness, and positive en-
gagement while encourag-
ing youth to stay away from

substance abuse.
As part of the ongoing ef-

forts under the Abhiyan, a
special drive for the identifi-
cation and destruction of
wild Bhung (wild cannabis)
was also carried out across
various areas of Sub-Divi-
sion Zainapora.

The initiative aims to
curb the illegal growth of
narcotic plants and

strengthen preventive mea-
sures against substance
abuse.

Awareness sessions,
community outreach pro-
grammes, and interactive
engagements were also
conducted at various loca-
tions, emphasizing the im-
portance of collective action
in addressing the issue of
drug abuse.

Sports activities, wild bhung destruction drives
held under Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan in Shopian
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The 55th Regional Sports
Meet 2026 of Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan,
Jammu Region, concluded
successfully at PM SHRI
Kendriya Vidyalaya Nagrota
on 24 June 2026. The two-
day event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from students of various
KendriyaVidyalayas in Girls'
Handball and Yoga
competitions.

A notable achievement for
the host school was PM
SHRI KV Nagrota securing
First Position in the Under-
17 Girls' Handball Competi-
tion. 

In Yoga (Traditional Cate-
gory), the first positions
were secured by Ananta Va-

sudev (U-14, PM SHRI KV
No. 1 Udhampur), Bagisha
(U-17, KV Jyotipuram), and
Bhumika Devi (U-19, KV Jy-
otipuram), who were se-
lected for the KVS National

Sports Meet 2026.
The meet showcased ex-

cellence in sportsmanship,
discipline, and teamwork.
Dr. Ram Kishan Dahiya,
Principal, PM SHRI KV Na-

grota, congratulated the
winners and appreciated
the efforts of all partici-
pants, coaches, escort teach-
ers, and officials for making
the event a grand success.

55th Regional Sports Meet 2026 
concludes at PM SHRI KV Nagrota


