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Municipal Council Ra-
jouri today organised the
District-Level PM
SVANidhi Mahotsav at Dak
Bungalow Rajouri with par-
ticipation of around 150
street vendors and repre-
sentatives from all five Ur-
ban Local Bodies (ULBs) of
the district: Rajouri, Now-
shera, Thanamandi,
Kalakote and Sunderbani.

Guests were welcomed by
Executive Officer Municipal
Council Rajouri Yousuf-ul-
Umar. Street vendors were
felicitated for their contri-
bution to the urban econ-
omy and awareness ses-
sions were conducted on the
PM SVANidhi Scheme, dig-
ital transactions, financial
inclusion, sanitation, hy-
giene and public health.
Representatives from banks
and departments sensitised

vendors about government
welfare schemes and en-
couraged adoption of digi-
tal payment mechanisms.

Addressing the gathering,
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri Ravi Ku-
mar Sihag highlighted the
role of the PM SVANidhi
Scheme in empowering
street vendors through ac-
cess to institutional credit
and social security benefits.
He urged vendors to avail

scheme benefits and use
digital platforms for ex-
panding their businesses
and appreciated the efforts
of the ULBs in promoting fi-
nancial inclusion.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of thanks
by the Executive Officer,
who reiterated the adminis-
tration's commitment to the
welfare and socio-economic
upliftment of street vendors
across the district.

Among those present
were Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue Mohd Ja-
hangir Khan, District Sta-
tistical and Evaluation
Officer Sandeep Sharma,
Executive Officers of vari-
ous ULBs, bank officials,
SHO, members of the
Town Vending Committee,
former President Munici-
pal Council Mohd Arif, for-
mer Councillors and other
distinguished guests.

PM SVANidhi Mahotsav organised at Rajouri;
around 150 street vendors participate
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SAMBA, JUNE 24:
Deputy Commissioner
Samba Ayushi Sudan
chaired a review meeting to
assess flood preparedness
and finalise preventive
measures ahead of the mon-
soon season.

The meeting focussed on
strengthening inter-depart-
mental coordination for ef-
fective flood management
and minimising risks in vul-
nerable areas across the dis-
trict.

The DC directed Rev-
enue, Police, Health, Irriga-
tion and Flood Control and
other line departments to
maintain close coordination
for prompt response during
any flood-related emer-
gency and remain fully pre-
pared to safeguard life and
property.

Ayushi Sudan reviewed
the status of ongoing flood
mitigation works, including
desilting of rivers and nal-
lahs, construction and
strengthening of embank-
ments, retaining walls and

identification of flood shel-
ters. The Irrigation and
Flood Control Department
briefed the chair on
progress at vulnerable loca-
tions across the district.

All flood protection works
are to be completed well be-
fore the onset of heavy
rains. Officers concerned
were directed to earmark
adequate funds for protec-
tion measures within their
respective jurisdictions,
particularly at spots requir-
ing immediate attention,
maintain a close watch on
water levels and establish
an effective early warning
mechanism for timely dis-
semination of alerts to resi-
dents near rivers and nal-
lahs.

The DC further directed
departments concerned to
conduct awareness cam-
paigns in flood-prone areas
to educate residents about
flood risks, safety protocols,
evacuation procedures and
emergency response mea-
sures.

DC Samba reviews flood 
preparedness ahead of monsoon
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Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha has notified
the Jammu Kashmir Viksit
Bharat–Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) [VB-G RAM-G]
Scheme, 2026, which will
come into force across all
notified rural areas of the
Union Territory from July
1, 2026.

Issued under Section 3(1)
read with Section 8 of the
Viksit Bharat–Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act,
2025, the new scheme re-
places MGNREGA and
marks a major reform in
rural employment and
livelihood generation,
aligned with the vision of
Viksit Bharat @2047.

The scheme guarantees
125 days of wage employ-
ment annually to every eligi-
ble rural household willing
to undertake unskilled
manual work, up from the
earlier 100-day guarantee.
Employment is to be pro-
vided within 15 days of de-
mand, failing which appli-
cants will be entitled to
unemployment allowance.

Wage payments will be
made on a weekly basis or
within a fortnight, with
compensation for delays.

To protect agricultural
productivity, the scheme in-
troduces a mandatory 60-
day pause in public works
during peak sowing and
harvesting seasons, ensur-
ing adequate labour avail-
ability for farming activi-
ties. At the same time, it
prioritises the creation of
durable community assets
and sustainable livelihood
infrastructure.

VB-G RAM-G focuses on
four priority sectors includ-
ing Water Security, Core
Rural Infrastructure, Liveli-
hood Enhancement and
Climate & Disaster Re-
silience. Planning will be
undertaken through Viksit
Gram Panchayat Plans
(VGPPs) using GIS-based
tools and PM Gati Shakti
layers, ensuring conver-
gence, saturation-based de-
velopment and avoidance
of duplication.

The scheme provides spe-
cial support for the vulnera-
ble groups, including single
women, persons with dis-
abilities, senior citizens,
members of Particularly

Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs), released bonded
labourers and transgender
persons through dedicated
Gramin Rozgar Guarantee
Cards. At least one-third of
beneficiaries under the pro-
gramme shall be women.

A key feature of the
scheme is its robust digital
governance architecture,
incorporating biometric
and face-authenticated at-
tendance, geofencing, GPS-
enabled project monitor-
ing, AI-driven analytics,
real-time dashboards, bilin-
gual electronic muster rolls
and mandatory public dis-
closures at worksites. The
contractors and labour-dis-
placing machinery are pro-
hibited to preserve the em-
ployment-generation
objective of the pro-
gramme.

The implementation
framework provides for
strengthened institutional
oversight at the UT, district,
block and Gram Panchayat
levels. The Gram Panchay-
ats will continue to serve as
the frontline implementing
agencies responsible for
registration of households,
receiving work applica-
tions, issuance of guarantee

cards and execution of ap-
proved works.

The scheme will operate
as a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme with a 90:10 cost-
sharing pattern between
the Government of India
and the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir. Admin-
istrative expenditure has
been enhanced to
strengthen staffing, moni-
toring, grievance redressal
and accountability systems,
with substantial resources
earmarked for Gram Pan-
chayat-level functionaries.

A time-bound grievance
redress mechanism,
mandatory social audits, in-
dependent evaluations and
multi-tier monitoring
arrangements have been
built into the framework to
ensure transparency, effi-
ciency, and citizen account-
ability.

With its enhanced em-
ployment guarantee, agri-
culture-sensitive design,
technology-enabled gover-
nance and focus on resilient
rural infrastructure, VB-G
RAM-G is expected to usher
in a new era of inclusive,
sustainable and future-
ready rural development in
Jammu Kashmir.

J&K notifies VB-G RAM G scheme,
replacing MGNREGA from July 1
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BJP Jammu & Kashmir
President and Rajya Sabha
MP Sat Sharma (CA)
chaired a series of meetings
at the party headquarters,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu, to
review preparations for the
upcoming Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mookherjee Smriti
Pakhwada (fortnight pro-
grammes) and digital train-
ing programmes aimed at
strengthening the party  at
the grassroots level.

The first meeting focused
on the observance of Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mookherjee
Smriti Pakhwada, which
was attended by party office
bearers and convened by
BJP Vice-President and
Pakhwada Incharge Rajeev
Charak. The second meet-
ing deliberated on the forth-
coming training pro-
grammes to be conducted
through the party's digital
learning platform, under
the guidance of Training
Department Incharge Dr.
Parneesh Mahajan.

J&K BJP Vice-Presidents
Bharat Bhushan, Priya
Sethi, and Rekha Mahajan,
General Secretaries Sanjita
Dogra, and Baldev Singh
Biallwaria, Secretaries

Reema Padha, Arun
Sharma, and Pawan
Sharma, district prabharis,
district presidents, and oth-
ers participated in the meet-
ings.

Sat Sharma, while ad-
dressing the meetings, said
that Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mookherjee's life and sacri-
fice continue to inspire gen-
erations of nationalists. He
said that the Smriti
Pakhwada, commencing
from June 23, 2026, the
Balidan Diwas of Dr.
Mookherjee, and conclud-
ing on his 125th birth an-
niversary on July 6, 2026,
must be observed with full
dedication and public par-
ticipation. He informed that
booth-level tribute pro-

grammes, plantation drives,
seminars for college and
university students by Yuva
Morcha and Mahila Mor-
cha, district-level events,
and awareness campaigns
highlighting the circum-
stances surrounding Dr.
Mookherjee's mysterious
death would be organized
across Jammu & Kashmir.

Sat Sharma, reviewing
the organizational training
programmes, stressed the
importance of continuous
cadre development and di-
rected the training commit-
tee members on the training
through digital learning
platform to ensure exten-
sive effective implementa-
tion of training sessions for
booth committees, and

mandal committees of vari-
ous morchas.

Rajeev Charak detailed
the preparations for the
Smriti Pakhwada and said
that comprehensive pro-
grammes have been
planned at every organiza-
tional level to commemo-
rate the life, vision, and
supreme sacrifice of Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mookher-
jee. Dr. Parneesh Mahajan
briefed the meeting about
the upcoming training
schedule and digital learn-
ing modules. He said that
the training programmes
are designed to equip party
functionaries with organi-
zational skills, ideological
clarity, and effective com-
munication techniques.

Sat reviews Dr Mookherjee Smriti
Pakhwada, digital training preparations
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Divisional Commissioner
Jammu, Ramesh Kumar,
and Inspector General of
Police, Jammu Zone, Bhim
Sen Tuti today reviewed
arrangements for the
smooth conduct of Shri
Amarnathji Yatra 2026 at
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Ni-
was and the Tawi River-
front Token and Registra-
tion Centre.

Inspector General of Po-
lice, CRPF Jammu, DIG
Jammu-Samba-Kathua,
DIG Traffic, Commissioner
JMC, Deputy Commis-
sioner Jammu, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Jammu (Nodal Officer
Jammu SANJY 2026), Di-
rector Tourism, SSP
Jammu, SSP Security, Di-
rector Health Services,
Chief Engineers of execu-
tive agencies, Joint Direc-
tor Information (Jammu),
RTO, officers from Fire and
Emergency Services and
line departments were pre-
sent.

Reviewing arrangements
at Bhagwati Nagar, the Di-
visional Commissioner was
apprised that all essential

preparations and works at
the Yatri Niwas camp have
been put in place. 

Facilities for accommo-
dation, drinking water,
power supply, locker
rooms, washrooms, illumi-
nation and other amenities
have been set up at the Yatri
Niwas, along with a health
facility with doctors, para-
medics and medical stock,
and a round-the-clock con-
trol room with dedicated
teams from line depart-
ments to ensure the best
services for pilgrims.

A traffic plan with cut-off
timings has been prepared,
and a rate list for public ve-
hicles including e-rick-
shaws, auto-rickshaws and
taxi services has been cir-
culated. The Divisional
Commissioner and IGP
Jammu emphasised ad-
herence to cut-off timings
for departure of Yatra con-
voys.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner and IGP Jammu also
visited the Token and Reg-
istration Centre at Tawi
Riverfront, where they took

a comprehensive on-the-
spot review of arrange-
ments for security, frisking
points, multiple token and
registration counters,
drinking water, German
hangars and barricading
for smooth on-the-spot
registration of pilgrims.

This year, the Token Cen-
tre for on-the-spot registra-
tion of pilgrims has been
shifted to Tawi Riverfront
with spacious, augmented
facilities for a convenient
and comfortable experi-
ence.

Div Com, IGP Jammu review SANJY 2026 
arrangements at Bhagwati Nagar, Tawi Riverfront
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The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on External
Affairs, led by Lok Sabha
Member of Parliament Dr.
Shashi Tharoor, visited the
iconic Amar Mahal Mu-
seum & Library during its
tour of Jammu on Monday.
The delegation comprised
several Members of Parlia-
ment, including Lok Sabha
MP Asaduddin Owaisi and
other distinguished mem-
bers of the Committee.

During their visit, the
MPs were given an exten-
sive tour of the Palace Mu-
seum, which houses a re-
markable collection of art
and heritage treasures.
Highlights included the
renowned Nala-Damayanti
series of Basohli miniature
paintings and the Library
containing the private col-
lection of books belonging
to Dr. Karan Singh.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor com-
mended the Museum for its
exemplary conservation of
the heritage palace and its
architectural grandeur. He
also expressed particular

appreciation for the Library
and its valuable collection of
books.

Speaking on the occasion,
Asaduddin Owaisi noted
that the Museum effectively
presents and documents
the history, legacy, and con-
tributions of the erstwhile
Dogra royal family of
Jammu and Kashmir, offer-

ing visitors a meaningful in-
sight into the region’s her-
itage.

Martand Singh, Trustee
of Amar Mahal Museum &
Library, said that the visit of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Af-
fairs underscored the signif-
icance of Amar Mahal Mu-
seum & Library as a premier

cultural institution dedi-
cated to preserving and cel-
ebrating the rich legacy of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Committee members
appreciated the Museum’s
continued efforts to pre-
serve, promote, and show-
case the rich artistic, cul-
tural, and historical
heritage of the region.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
External Affairs visits Amar Mahal


