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Chief Minister Omar inaugurates
Lavender Festival at Nunar

Calls Lavender Cultivation addition of new chapterin
journey of development and prosperlty of J

NMENT © —
EGP%‘QE:UCTION AND FARMERS’
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JAMMU, JUNE 18

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today inaugurated
the Lavender Festival or-
ganised by the Agriculture
department Kashmir at the
Model Floriculture Centre
(MFC), Nunar, Ganderbal,
and laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated sev-
eral agriculture infrastruc-
ture projects aimed at
strengthening the medici-
nal and aromatic plants
sector and improving farm-
ers' livelihoods in the dis-
trict.

The festival was attended
by Minister for Agriculture
Production and Rural De-
velopment, Javid Ahmad
Dar; Advisor to the Chief
Minister, Nasir Aslam
Wani; Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief Min-
ister, Dheeraj Gupta;
Deputy  Commissioner
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore;
Senior Superintendent of
Police Ganderbal, Sudhan-
shu Dhama; senior officers
of the Agriculture Produc-
tion Department, scientists
from SKUAST-Kashmir
and other officials.

Addressing  farmers,
growers and members of
thelocal community on the
occasion, the Chief Minis-
ter said thatlavender culti-
vation in recent times has
added a new dimension to
the Agriculture landscape
of J&K. He highlighted the
economic sustainability of
lavender crop and im-
pressed upon the farmers
to adopt this crop on com-
mercial lines. He stressed
adopting this climate-re-
silient and high-value crop
can safeguard farmers' in-
comes in the face of chang-
ing weather patterns.

He noted that lavender
cultivation offers multiple
benefits, including value
addition through essential
oil extraction, tourism po-
tential and employment
generation. He said in com-
ing times lavender cultiva-
tion would be extended to
newer areas of J&K, adding
that the lavender festival
would be a regular event in

Drawing parallels with
internationally renowned
lavender destinations, the
Chief Minister said the
scenic lavender fields of
Ganderbal have the poten-
tial to attract visitors and
nature enthusiasts, particu-
larly those travelling to
Sonamarg. He emphasized
that such initiatives can
create new sources of in-
come for local communi-
ties while promoting rural
tourism.

The Chief Minister also
underlined the importance
of reducing excessive use of
chemical fertilizers and
pesticides in agriculture.
He said the government, in
collaboration with agricul-
tural institutions and ex-
perts, is working to pro-
mote sustainable farming
practices and create aware-
ness about the long-term
benefits of preserving soil
health.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's efforts under the
Holistic Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme
(HADP), Omar Abdullah
said substantial invest-
ments are being made to
modernize the agriculture
sector through advanced
infrastructure, mechaniza-
tion, value-addition facili-
ties and promotion of high-
value crops.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister laid the
foundation stone for a
Post-Harvest Infrastruc-
ture Project for Medicinal
and Aromatic Plants at the
Model Floriculture Centre,
Nunar, being established
under HADP/ NABARD at

“a cost of ?538.23 lakh.

The project includes de-
velopment of an FPO Park
with office and storage fa-
cilities, machinery for pro-
cessing and e-marketing of
medicinal and aromatic
plant products, post-har-
vest management infra-
structure, transportation
facilities, establishment of
a distillation unit, quality
control laboratory, shade-
net structures and other
support facilities aimed at
creating a comprehensive
ecosystem for medicinal
and aromatic plant cultiva-
tion and marketing.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed infrastructure
created at the centre under
NABARD-funded projects,
including development of a
germplasm centre,
strengthening of farm in-
frastructure, irrigation fa-
cilities, farm mechaniza-
tion and establishment of
essential oil distillation
units.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister also distrib-
uted sanction letters
among beneficiaries under
various agriculture and al-
lied sector initiatives. The
beneficiaries received as-
sistance for establishment
of Hi-Tech Poly Houses,
Common Facilitation Cen-
tres, dairy units and breed-
based farms, besides keys
of tractors provided under
government-supported
mechanization pro-
grammes aimed at enhanc-
ing farm productivity and
improving rural liveli-
hoods.

Addressing the farmers,
the Chief Minister reiter-

~ated the government's

commitment towards
strengthening agriculture
as a viable and profitable
sector. He said efforts are
being made to ensure that
every region benefits from

development initiatives
and modern agricultural
interventions.

Referring to ongoing
road widening works in
Ganderbal, Omar Abdullah
acknowledged concerns
raised by affected shop-
keepers and assured them
that their issues would be
addressed in a fair and hu-
mane manner. He said the
government would work
towards a suitable rehabili-
tation mechanism in con-
sultation with all stake-
holders.

Minister for Agriculture
and Rural development
and Panchayati Raj, Javed
Ahmad Dar while address-
ing the event underlined
the importance of HADP
for the promotion of culti-
vation of crops like laven-
der. He said the depart-
ment of Agriculture is
working to explore Medic-
inal and aromatic crops
(including lavender) culti-
vation for the socio- eco-
nomic transformation of
farming community of the
region.

Advisor to the Chief Min-
ister, Nasir Aslam Wani,
also addressed the gather-
ing and highlighted the
government's continued
focus on strengthening the
agriculture sector through
infrastructure  develop-
ment, technological inter-
ventions and farmer-cen-
tric initiatives.

Satish inaugurates Food Processing Laboratory,
launches Internatlonal AI Conference at CUK
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Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Af-
fairs, Transport, Science &
Technology, Information
Technology, Youth Services
& Sports, Satish Sharma,
today visited Ganderbal
and participated in a series
of programmes at the
Green Campus and Tul-
mulla Campus of the Cen-
tral University of Kashmir
(CUK) besides reviewing
arrangements at the
revered Mata  Kheer
Bhawani Shrine ahead of
the annual mela.

At the Green Campus,
Duderhama, the Minister
inaugurated the Food Pro-
cessing Laboratory of the
Design Innovation Centre
in presence of Vice Chan-
cellor, Central University of
Kashmir, Professor A.
Ravindranath, senior fac-
ulty members, researchers
and students.

An exhibition showcas-
ing millet-based products,
including cookies and
other value-added food
items, was also organised.

The Minister inspected
the state-of-the-art labora-
tory facilities and was
briefed about various food
processing technologies,
value addition mechanisms
and research initiatives
aimed at promoting the
sustainable agriculture and

entrepreneurship. He ex-
amined advanced equip-
ment including food
pulpers and crushers for
converting the fallen fruits
into pulp, autoclave units
for sterilization, dough
sheeters, proofers, laminar
air flow chambers and in-
cubators.

Emphasising the need to
bridge the gap between the
scientific research and
grassroots implementa-
tion, Satish Sharma called
for taking innovations
"from laboratory to land"
so that farmers can directly
benefit from scientific ad-
vancements. He stressed
the importance of preserv-
ing the agricultural land
and harnessing modern
technology to enhance the
productivity, reduce
wastage and generate sus-

tainable hvellhoods

The Minister also visited
the Design Innovation Cen-
tre where the students dis-
played a wide range of in-

novative products,
prototypes and traditional
artworks.

Appreciating the creativ-
ity and entrepreneurial
spirit of the students, he di-
rected the university au-
thorities to explore mecha-
nisms for commercialising
the products developed by
the young innovators. He
also enquired about the
process of assessing their
market value and encour-
aged the university to facil-
itate market linkages for
student innovations.

Lauding the efforts of
students in preserving tra-
ditional crafts such as
Namda, embroidery and

Papier-Maché, the Minis-
ter said Jammu and Kash-
mir possesses a rich cul-
tural and artisanal heritage
which must be protected
and promoted. He under-
scored the importance of
imparting practical skills to
youth while encouraging
the future generations to
value traditional knowl-
edge systems alongside
modern technological ad-
vancements.

Later, at the Tulmulla
Campus of the Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir, the
Minister inaugurated the
maiden International Con-
ference on Applied Artifi-
cial Intelligence.

Dean, School of Engi-
neering, Professor Farooq
Ahmad Mir, highlighted
the significance of the con-
ference in promoting re-
search and innovation in
emerging technologies.

Vice Chancellor Profes-
sor A. Ravindranath re-
leased the conference pro-
ceedings and souvenir in
presence of distinguished
academicians, scientists,
researchers and delegates
from within and outside
the country.

Addressing the inaugural
session, Satish Sharma ex-
pressed gratitude to the
university for inviting him
to the prestigious academic
event and said it was a priv-
ilege to witness the growing
research ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Public eng
effective
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Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo today held se-
ries of interactions with
public delegations and citi-
zens at Civil Secretariat,
Jammu, listening to their
concerns and assuring
them of timely and effective
redressal.

During the public out-
reach, delegations repre-
senting different areas and
sectors apprised the Minis-
ter of issues related to
healthcare infrastructure,
educational facilities, social
welfare initiatives, public
utilities and other develop-
mental needs. Several indi-
viduals also met the Minis-
ter to present grievances
and seek intervention on

matters concerning their
localities.

Giving a patient hearing
to all representations, the
Minister reiterated the
Government’s commit-
ment to responsive, trans-
parent and people-centric
governance. She empha-
sized that public engage-
ment remains an essential
pillar of effective adminis-
tration and helps ensure

that developmental poli-
cies are aligned with the
needs and aspirations of
the people.

Highlighting the Govern-
ment’s focused approach
towards improving grass-
roots governance, the Min-
ister said that regular inter-
actions with citizens
provide valuable insights
into local challenges and
enable the administration

gement an essential pillar of
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to formulate practical and
inclusive solutions. She
added that strengthening
last-mile service delivery
and enhancing account-
ability at every level remain
key priorities of the Gov-
ernment.

She assured all public
delegations and individuals
that their genuine issues
and concerns will be ad-
dressed on priority.

Dy CM chairs meeting on revival of
customary mining activities in Kashmlr ‘
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Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Choudhary, today
emphasized the need for
prompt decisions regard-
ing the sand and stone
quarrying and lifting of
loose material across Kash-
mir to ensure the uninter-
rupted availability of con-
struction material for the
public.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter made these remarks
while chairing a meeting
held to review the revival of
customary mining activi-
ties and stone quarrying at
identified locations across
Kashmir.

The meeting was at-
tended by Members of the
Legislative Assembly, in-
cluding Justice (Retd)
Hasnain Masoodi, Ahsan
Ahmad Pardesi, Hilal Ak-
bar Lone, Nizam-ud-Din
Bhat, Javed Hassan Baig,
and Mushtaq Ahmad
Guroo besides Additional
Chief Secretary, Mining
Department, Director Ge-
ology & Mining, Director

Finance Mining, Joint Di-
rectors and District Min-
eral Officers.

While reiterating the
government’s commitment
to completely curb the ille-
gal mining activities, the
Deputy Chief Minister
stated that people should
not face any shortage of
construction material due
to restrictions on unlawful
operations.

He called for timely for-
mulation of a comprehen-
sive Mining Policy for
Jammu and Kashmir to en-
sure the optimal utilization
of mineral resources while
safeguarding the environ-
mental interests.

He stressed trans-

parency in mining opera
tions and directed the con-
cerned authorities to en-
sure that no illegal mining
practices are allowed in
any district.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter also emphasized the
need for effective royalty
collection from all the com-
panies engaged in mining
activities across Kashmir
and called for the speedy
disposal of pending penal-
ties and court cases related
to mining operations.

During the meeting, de-
tailed discussions were
held regarding the revival
of customary stone quarry-
ing activities at identified
locations inclduing at Pan-
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in Srinagar,
Sadrekoot Bala in Bandi-
pora, and other related lo-
cations.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter underscored the impor-
tance of balancing develop-
mental needs with
environmental sustainabil-
ity and directed the con-
cerned departments to ex-
pedite the process of
finalizing modalities for
regulated mining opera-
tions.

The meeting explored
mechanisms for the struc-
tured revival of quarrying
activities and outlined a
comprehensive way for-
ward in the interest of pub-
lic convenience.

NEET (UG) re-examination: ADM
Jammu reviews preparedness
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Additional District Mag-
istrate Jammu Ansuya
Jamwal today chaired a
meeting to review the pre-
paredness of the district
administration for the fair
conduct of the Re-Exami-
nation of NEET (UG)-
2026, scheduled for June
21.

The ADM conducted a
detailed review of the
arrangements and issued
instructions to officers
concerned, covering the
role of banks in examina-
tion-related processes, the
duties and responsibilities
of Centre Superintendents,
deployment of security and
traffic police and overall
logistics for the examina-
tion. The ADM accorded
special attention to candi-
date welfare, directing that
candidates face no diffi-
culty or hassle during secu-

rity checks and frisking at
the examination centres
and that all processes be
conducted efficiently and
without inconvenience to
examinees.

The re-examination will
be held from 02:00 PM to
05:15 PM, with an exten-
sion until 06:20 PM for
Persons with Disabilities
(PwD) and Persons with
Benchmark Disabilities

o\ e
candidates.
Twenty-seven examina-
tion centres have been des-
ignated across Jammu dis-

(PwBD)

trict, with 13,684
candidates expected to ap-
pear.

The designated centres
comprise one each at the
Indian Institute of Man-
agement Jammu, the In-
dian Institute of Technol-
ogy Jammu, the University

' of J ammu and the Sher-e-

Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology Jammu, along
with  five  Kendriya
Vidyalaya Schools, two
Army Public Schools, one
Border Security Force cen-
tre, eight UT Government
Colleges, six UT Govern-
ment Schools and one cen-
tre at Police Public School,
Miran Sahib.

DC chairs DLIC meeting under Mission YUVA
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Deputy Commissioner

Udhampur Minga Sherpa
today chaired a meeting of
the District Level Imple-
mentation  Committee
(DLIC) under the Mission
YUVA scheme to review
and expedite implementa-
tion of youth entrepre-

neurship initiatives.

The meeting evaluated
and screened applications
received under various
categories of Mission
YUVA, including Nano
Enterprises, MSMEs and
other eligible sectors, to
identify and recommend
suitable candidates for fi-
nancial assistance. The

committee also reviewed
overall progress of the
scheme's implementation.

Among those present
were Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Jugal Kishore, Gen-
eral Manager DIC Kishore
Singh Katoch, Assistant
Director =~ Employment
Priyanka Gupta, represen-

tatives of the banking sec-
tor and other officers con-
cerned.

After detailed scrutiny,
the committee approved
329 cases for financial as-
sistance under the Mission
YUVA scheme, paving the
way for aspiring entrepre-
neurs to establish and ex-
pand their ventures.

Owner/Printed/Published by: Sahil Mahajan and Published from Plot No. 783, Main Road Digiana, Jammu-180010 and Printed from The Himalayan Mail Printing Press, Jeevan Nagar/Deeli, Jammu
Chief Editor:- Vicky Mahajan, Phone: 0191-7968906, Fax: 0191-7968906, Phone Marketing: 0191-7968906, 94191-19286, E-mail : news@himalayanmail.in

CM K

CM K

CM K

CM K



