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LG Sinha releases Shri Amarnathiji
Yatra Guide Book

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 15

Lieutenant  Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today re-
leased the 15th edition of

Shri Amarnathji Yatra
Guide Book, at Lok Bha-
van.

The Lieutenant Governor
commended the Tourism
Federation of Jammu for
its continuous endeavors to
enhance the pilgrimage
tourism experience.

He also appreciated the
collaborative efforts of the
Federation and all associ-
ated organizations in en-
suring that Shri Amar-
nathji Yatra remains a safe,
seamless, and spiritually
fulfilling journey for devo-
tees.

This year's edition of the
Guide Book serves as an es-
sential informative manual
for pilgrims. It provides vi-
tal information regarding
facilities, safety
protocols,Yatra disciplines,
registration procedures to
medical facilities, accom-
modation options, and
emergency contact details
along both routes from
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The J&K Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages
(JKAACL), in collaboration
with the North Zone Cul-
tural Centre (NZCC), Pa-
tiala today organised the
Sanskritik Yatra—Sindhu
Darshan Festival at DPL
Ramban.

Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, Mohammad
Alyas Khan, graced the oc-
casion as the chief guest.
The festival showcased the
rich and diverse cultural
heritage of India through
vibrant folk performances
by artists from different
states of the country.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Varunjeet Singh
Charak; Additional Super-
intendent of Police, Mu-
jeeb-Ur-Rehman; Assis-
tant Commissioner
Revenue, Shokat Hayat
Mattoo; Assistant Commis-
sioner Development,
Sheraz Ahmed along with
several senior officers from
the District and Police Ad-
ministration, prominent
citizens and a large number
of locals were present on
the occasion.

Welcoming the guests
and artists, Assistant Di-
rector, NZCC Patiala,
Ravinder Sharma high-
lighted the importance of
such festivals in strength-
ening national unity and
promoting cultural ex-

Lakhanpur to the Holy
Cave.

Shri Rajesh Gupta,
Chairman, Tourism Feder-
ation of Jammu, and Presi-
dent Vishwa Hindu
Parishad J&K and Ladakh;
informed that, inspired by
the resounding success of
Jammu Tawi Aarti initia-
tive, regular Aarti cere-
monies have now been ex-
panded to other sacred
locations across the region,
including Surinsar Nag
Mandir, Baba Kailakh Dev
Sthan, Purmandal, Ghag-
wal, Jatwal, and Raghu-
nath Mandir.

The Tourism Federation
has geared up comprehen-
sively for the Shri Amar-
nathji ~ Yatra  2026.

Arrangements have been
putin place in coordination
with Jammu Smart City

JKAACL, NZCC organise Sanskritik
Yatra—Sind Dar

sha

Limited for the continua-
tion of regular Aarti from
29th June (Jyeshtha Purn-
ima). On the first day of
Aarti at Jammu, Poojan
will be performed on the
morning of 29th June at
the venue, continuing the
practice from last year. Ad-
ditionally, Langar will con-
tinue to be served at the
Current Registration
Counter in Jammu from
the same date.

The Tourism Federation
has also planned to pro-
duce a video documentary
showcasing upgraded facil-
ities for Shri Amarnathji
Yatries, covering the entire
area from Lakhanpur to the
Holy Cave, including both
routes. The documentary,
to be released before the
Yatra begins, will apprise
pilgrims of enhanced facili-

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the ef-
forts of JKAACL and NZCC
in bringing together di-
verse cultural traditions on
a common platform. He
emphasized that such
events foster mutual un-
derstanding, preserve cul-
tural heritage and
strengthen the bonds of na-
tional integration. He also
lauded the initiative and

] urged

that such pro-
grammes reach the maxi-
mum number of people, es-
pecially the younger
generation to help them
connect with and appreci-
ate India's rich cultural
legacy.

The programme featured
folk performances from
seven states, including
Lairuhba from Manipur,
Dandiya Raas from Gu-
jarat, Gondhal from Maha-
rashtra, Dogri Folk Dance

es
on Yatra disciplines and
safety protocols.

The Guide Book release
ceremony was attended by
Shri Shubhankar Pratyush
Pathak, Additional Secre-
tary in Lieutenant Gover-
nor's Secretariat; Er. Kiran
Wattal, President, Shri
Amarnathji Yatra Welfare
Society and Convenor of
Vishwa Kashmiri Samaj;
Shri Amrik Singh, Presi-
dent, Jammu Association
of Tour Operators; Shri
B.B. Kotwal, President,
Bhaderwah Patnitop
Travel Trade Association;
Shri Abhay Bakaya, Vice
President, Tourism Federa-
tion of Jammu; Mohd.
Magbool Shoda, Vice Pres-
ident, J&K and Ladakh
Tourism Stakeholders As-
sociation.

from Jammu & Kashmir,
Goti Pua from Odisha,
Kalbelia from Rajasthan
and Bhangra from Punjab,
drawing an enthusiastic re-
sponse from art lovers, stu-
dents and cultural enthusi-
asts.

Renowned folk and Sufi
singer Manak Ali also en-
thralled the audience with
his performance.

The proceedings of the
programme were con-
ducted by Sanjeev Shad.

DC Budgam visits Imambaras at
Khandah, Suthsoo and Chattergam
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Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Budgam, Athar Aamir
Khan, today visited Imam-
bara Khandah, Suthsoo
and Chattergam to review
the arrangements being
putin place for the smooth
observance of the ensuing
holy month of Muharram-
ul-Harram.

During the visits, the DC
inspected the facilities
available at the religious
venues and interacted with
local residents, members of
management committees,
and representatives of the
Shia community to assess
their requirements and
concerns ahead of Muhar-
ram.

On the occasion, the rep-
resentatives briefed the DC

about the schedule of ma-
jor Muharram congrega-
tions and processions in
their respective areas.

They highlighted various
issues and demands, in-
cluding repair and restora-
tion of damaged road
stretches, uninterrupted
power supply with ade-
quate backup arrange-
ments, augmentation of
potable water supply,
strengthening of health-
care facilities, sanitation
measures, installation and
repair of street lights, and
traffic management to fa-
cilitate devotees during the
religious gatherings.

The DC directed the con-
cerned departments to take
all necessary measures to
ensure seamless arrange-
ments during Muharram-
ul-Harram.

He instructed the R&B

Department to identify and
address damaged road
stretches on priority and
emphasized the need for ef-
fective traffic management
plans to ensure smooth
movement of mourners
and visitors.

The DC further directed
the Power Development
Department (PDD) to en-
sure uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply, adequate
backup arrangements, and
installation and repair of
street lights wherever re-
quired. The Jal Shakti De-
partment was instructed to
maintain regular and suffi-

cient  water  supply
throughout the Muharram
days.

The Health Department
was directed to ensure the
availability of medical
teams, ambulances, essen-
tial medicines, and health-

care facilities at major con-
gregation points.

The Municipal authori-
ties were instructed to in-
tensify sanitation drives,
waste management, and
cleanliness measures in
and around the venues of
religious gatherings.

The DC stressed the im-
portance of close coordina-
tion among all line depart-
ments and directed officers
to complete all necessary
arrangements well in ad-
vance to ensure the smooth
and peaceful observance of
Muharram-ul-Harram.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said that the
District Administration has
initiated advance prepara-
tions across the district and
is committed to facilitating
religious observances in a
seamless manner.

Div Com visits Baltal, takes spot appraisal
of arrangements for SANJY-2026
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Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Anshul
Garg today visited Baltal
and conducted an exten-
sive inspection of the
arrangements being put in
place for the forthcoming
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
(SANJY) 2026.

During the visit, he re-
viewed the progress of vari-
ous developmental and
preparatory works aimed
at ensuring a safe, smooth
and comfortable pilgrim-
age experience for devo-
tees.

Accompanied by Deputy
Commissioner Ganderbal,
Jatin Kishore; Senior Su-
perintendent of Police
Ganderbal, Sudhanshu
Dhama and officers of vari-
ous departments, Garg in-
spected the Yatri Niwas,
RFID registration coun-
ters, dormitory facilities,
facilities in Baltal base
camp as well as the pony
stand. He took stock of the
facilities being put in place
for pilgrims and interacted
with officers and field func-
tionaries regarding the sta-
tus of ongoing works.

During the inspection,
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned departments to en-
sure timely installation of
signages, information
boards and public aware-
ness banners at all key lo-
cations to facilitate better
guidance and accessibility
for pilgrims.

He also emphasized
proper sanitation manage-
ment, queue regulation,
traffic arrangements and
availability of essential ser-
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vices across the Yatra
route.

Later, he chaired a high-
level review meeting at Bal-
tal to assess the prepared-
ness of all stakeholder
departments for the annual
pilgrimage.

At the outset, Deputy
Commissioner Ganderbal,
gave a detailed presenta-
tion on the overall pre-
paredness for the Yatra and
briefed the meeting about
infrastructure develop-
ment, accommodation fa-
cilities, registration
arrangements, disaster
management preparedness
and departmental works
across various depart-
ments.

Reviewing the arrange-
ments department-wise,
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed all con-
cerned agencies to com-
plete the remaining works
by June 20th and ensure
full operational readiness
before commencement of

the Yatra. He stressed the

importance of coordinated
efforts among departments
and directed that officers
remain available round the
clock for prompt response
and coordination.

The Health Department
informed that medical aid
centres along the track
would be made fully func-
tional by June 28, while
oxygen booths would be es-
tablished by June 25. The
department also apprised
that advance medical
teams have already been
deployed and adequate

emergency response
arrangements have been
putin place.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner reviewed the status
of sanitation, water supply,
power supply, telecommu-
nication facilities, disaster
management, transporta-
tion and fire safety
arrangements. He directed
the Rural Development De-
partment to maintain sani-
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tation in toilet facilities,
while Jal Shakti and
KPDCL were instructed to
ensure uninterrupted wa-
ter and power supply with
adequate backup arrange-
ments.

The meeting was in-
formed that registration of
service providers is under-
way and identity cards shall
be issued within the stipu-
lated timeline. Telecom
agencies reported that
communication infrastruc-
ture has been established
and are operational.

The meeting was at-
tended by officers from
Sonamarg Development
Authority, Rural Develop-
ment, Health, Jal Shakti,
KPDCL, Forest, Tourism,
Fire & Emergency Services,
Food Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport,
Disaster Management, Po-
lice, BRO, BSNL, Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board
and other concerned de-
partments.

Div Com, IGP review 2-month progress of

Nasha Mukt Abhiyan in Jammu Divisio
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Divisional Commissioner
Jammu Ramesh Kumar
and Inspector General of
Police Jammu Zone Bhim
Sen Tuti chaired a meeting
to review the two-month
progress of the ongoing
100-day campaign under
the Nasha Mukt Jammu
Kashmir Abhiyan.

During the meeting, the
latest progress of the Nasha
Mukt Jammu Kashmir Ab-
hiyan was reviewed across
different parameters. It
was reported that in
Jammu Division, as many
as 1,32,232 tehsil-level,
1,609,026 panchayat-level
and 38,03,405 village-level
awareness programmes
were conducted over the
past two months, with mas-
sive participation of people
from every walk of life,
making it a mass move-
ment.

To strengthen the move-
ment, 4,779 Panchayat
Mahila Samitis were con-
stituted while 947 youth
clubs were activated.
Awareness programmes
were conducted involving
religious leaders, youth
clubs, Panchayat Mahila
Samitis and religious insti-
tutions, with active support
of the administration's IEC
activities. As a result, hun-
dreds of calls were received
for counselling and assis-
tance to drug abuse vic-
tims.

Comprehensive efforts
against drug abuse and dis-
mantling the narco-net-
work involved strong en-
forcement action alongside
large-scale administrative
and anti-drug activities
conducted across Jammu
Division.

During the Nasha Mukt
J&K Abhiyan, 155 hotspots
of drug activity were iden-
tified. A total of 598 FIRs
were lodged against drug
peddlers, in which 701 ped-
dlers have been arrested to
date. Twenty-four PIT-
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NDPS detention orders
were also issued against
drug smugglers, with re-
covery of large quantities of
narcotics including over 14
kg of heroin, 49 kg of ganja,
3.712 kg of charas and
204.5 kg of poppy straw. I1-
licit crops including poppy
plants over 52 marlas,
poppy straw weighing
25.43 kg, wild cannabis
over 44 kanals, lahan
(22,150 units) and 476
litres of illegal liquor were
also destroyed.

As a measure of deter-
rence, 62 immovable prop-
erties of drug peddlers
worth ?19.30 crore have
been demolished, while 21
immovable  properties
worth ?24.868 crore have
been seized or attached and
movable properties worth
?21.69 crore were also seized
or attached. A total of 180
passports have been rec-
ommended for suspension,
101 driving licences were
suspended and 81 have
been cancelled to date. Ad-
ditionally, 243 registration
certificates of vehicles were
suspended and 94 have
been cancelled by the
Transport  Department
across different districts of
Jammu Division.

It was informed that with
a focus on rehabilitation of
drug abuse victims, 884
youth were identified for
rehabilitation out of 2,293
drug users. Of these, 547
youth have been rehabili-
tated and 254 connected

with

schemes. Divisional Com-
missioner Ramesh Kumar
emphasised strengthening
the rehabilitation ecosys-
tem and expanding the
counselling outreach and
helpline numbers.

The Div Com said that
drug abuse victims should
be connected with liveli-
hood opportunities
through employment link-
ages, and children should
be provided with sufficient
sports kits to keep them
from falling into the trap of
drug abuse.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also called for
strengthening drug de-ad-
diction centres with regu-
lar follow-up calls on reha-
bilitated  youth.  He
instructed district admin-
istrations to regularly mon-
itor hotspots and remain
alert to shifting or newly
emerging hotspots of drug
abuse. He further directed
Deputy Commissioners to-
wards data-driven hotspot
management to ensure
sustainable reduction in
drug abuse and trafficking
across Jammu Division.

Div Com Ramesh Kumar
directed Deputy Commis-
sioners to regularly publi-
cise tele-assistance and
helpline numbers for drug
abuse cases. He asked the
Drug Controller and dis-
trict administrations to
conduct strict and thor-
ough inspections of drug
stores and chemist shops

self—employmer;t '

and take appropriate action
against anyone found in-
volved inillegal sale of reg-
ulated drugs.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner further stressed that
awareness programmes
should focus on generating
behavioural change among
people. He underscored the
need to interact with par-
ents, students and teachers
for early identification of
signs of drug abuse. He
asked district administra-
tions to maintain constant
surveillance and intelli-
gence networks for better
impact of the Nasha Mukt
Jammu Kashmir Abhiyan.

IGP Jammu Bhim Sen
Tuti noted that substantial
progress has been achieved
in the ongoing Nasha Mukt
Jammu Kashmir Abhiyan.
He emphasised increasing
efforts towards eradicating
the menace of drug abuse
from society and called on
district administrations to
conduct NCORD meetings
in their respective districts
regularly without fail.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Commis-
sioners and SSPs of Jammu
Division, Excise Commis-
sioner J&K, Director Social
Welfare, SSP ANTF J&K,
Director Colleges J&K,
Drug Controller J&K, Joint
Director Information
Jammu and senior officers
from the Transport Depart-
ment, School Education,
Rural Development and
Jammu University.
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