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DC Shopian Presides over Block Diwas
at Methwani Behak, Sarbal Devpora

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 10

In a major push towards
responsive governance
and redressal of issues and
concerns raised by mem-
bers of the tribal commu-
nity during a public inter-
action programme at their
doorsteps, Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian,
Shishir  Gupta today
presided over a Block Di-
was programme at Meth-
wani Behak, an alpine
meadows on the upper
reaches of Sarbal Devpora
area.

An appreciable number
of members of the tribal
community comprising

also the nomadic people
attended the block diwas.
The DC interacted with the
community members and
listened to public issues.
The issues raised by the
local public of the area in-
clude matters related to
the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) including commu-
nity rights on grazing, ani-
mal vaccination and
healthcare services, school
infrastructure and rural
development works at De-
vpora and Shadab Karewa,
social welfare and pension
schemes entitlements and
other issues relating to the
benefit of local tribal, pas-
toral community.
Besides, the core issues
raised during the interac-

tion centered around the
augmentation of water
supply, uninterrupted
electricity supply, health-
care facilities and coverage
of local population under
various Welfare and em-
ployment schemes.

To ensure swift action,
senior sectoral district
heads were present to re-
spond directly to public
concerns and note the de-
mands for action.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC emphasized
the importance of block di-
was as an effective plat-
form for direct engage-
ment and grievance
redressal, enabling citi-
zens to bring their con-
cerns before the district

administration.

He directed concerned
officers to ensure timely
resolution of genuine is-
sues and maintain close
coordination with the pub-
lic.

He assured the public
about the on- time resolu-
tion of highlighted issues.

ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmed
Lone; GM, DIC, Shurjil
Naik; ACD, Muzafar Ah-
mad; Dy.CEO, DIO, LDM,
Exen KPDCL, Tehsildar
Shopian, BDO Shopian
and Keller, other senior of-
ficers of the district ad-
ministration, ex PRI mem-
bers, public
representatives and a large
number of local residents
attended the programme.

MLA Shagun hails Rs 2.47 cr administrative approval

for Restoration of Raghunath temple at Kishtwar

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 10

MLA Kishtwar Shagun Parihar has
warmly welcomed the accord of Ad-
ministrative Approval amounting to
?2.47 crore for the revival and
restoration of the historic Raghunath
Ji Temple, Kishtwar, by the Direc-
torate of Archives, Archaeology and
Museums, Jammu & Kashmir.

Shagun Parihar while expressing
gratitude to the government and con-
cerned department for sanctioning
the project, described the approval as
a landmark step towards preserving
Kishtwar's rich cultural, religious and
architectural heritage. She stated that
the restoration of the centuries-old
temple will not only help to conserve
an important heritage structure but
will also promote religious tourism
and enhance awareness about the re-

gion's glorious historical legacy.

MLA congratulated the people of
Kishtwar on the approval of this long-
pending demand and said that the
restoration of Raghunath Ji Temple
will strengthen the cultural identity
of the region. She expressed hope that
the restoration work would be under-
taken and completed in a time-bound
manner while preserving the temple's
original heritage character and archi-
tectural significance.

Reaffirming her commitment to-
wards the development of Kishtwar,

Shagun Parihar stated that alongside
infrastructure and developmental ini-
tiatives, the preservation of historical
and religious landmarks remains
equally important. She said that her-
itage conservation plays a vital role in
connecting future generations with
their roots, traditions and cultural
values.

Meanwhile, local residents, devo-
tees and members of civil society have
expressed heartfelt gratitude to the
MLA Shagun Parihar for their persis-
tent efforts in securing the approval
for the restoration of the revered
shrine.

The people described the decision
as a historic milestone for Kishtwar
and observed that the revival of
Raghunath Ji Temple would restore
the grandeur of one of the region's
most revered religious landmarks.

Pakal Dul HE Project 1000 MW

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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In a major step towards
completion, CVPPL's pres-
tigious, 1000 MW, Pakal
Dul Hydroelectric Project,
achieved first break-
through of Head Race Tun-
nel-1 being constructed by
Tunnel Boring Machine.
The Circular shaped, 7.2
meters' diameter, approx.
7.35 kilometres of under-
ground tunnel, with 2 km
of overburden (rock cover),
has been successfully com-
pleted with Hard Rock
Double Shield Tunnel Bor-
ing Machine in Indian Hi-
malayas.

The historic daylighting
was achieved today in the
virtual presence of CMD
NHPC, Shri Bhupendra
Gupta, along with all Direc-
tors & Senior Officers of
NHPC connected online
from Corporate Office
Faridabad. Managing Di-
rector-CVPPL, Shri
Ramesh Mukhiya and
other Senior Officers had
joined online from CVPPL
Corporate Office Jammu.
Meanwhile, HoP- Pakal

Dul HE Project, Shri Vishal
Anand and senior project
officials were present on
the site at Drangdhuran to
witness this important
milestone. Major portions
of the two HRTSs, from Dool
to Drangdhuran, are being
constructed by TBMs en-
gaged by M/s Larsen &
Tubro and a minor portion
has been constructed
through traditional
Drilling-Blasting Method
by M/s JP Associates.
Notwithstanding the geo-
logical challenges in the

Chenab valley region, this
largescale hydropower pro-
ject is fast progressing to-
wards its early commis-
sioning. On this occasion,
CMD-NHPC, Chairman-
CVPPL & MD-CVPPL ex-
pressed their immense
gratitude towards the Gov-
ernment of India, Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi for the special
support provided to Pakal
Dul HE Project and the
Government of J&K for
their continued support &
cooperation in building the

reakthrough

P

Project of national impor-
tance. He added that the
project will play a decisive
role in establishing the
CVPPL, strengthening en-
ergy security, enhancing
grid stability and contribut-
ing to the socio-economic
development of UT of J&K.

It maybe noted that
CVPPL is a Joint Venture
company of NHPC Limited
(A Navratna enterprise of
Govt. of India with 51%
share) & JKSPDC (A public
sector enterprise of Govt. of
J&K with 49% share).

SKUAST-K’s "Khet Bachao Abhiyan" gains momentum
through doorstep Farmer Outreach in Srinagar villages

SRINAGAR, JUNE
10: In asustained effort to
strengthen grassroots agri-
cultural extension and pro-
mote sustainable farming
practices, Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Srinagar un-
der Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of
Kashmir (SKUAST-K) to-
day intensified its village-
level outreach under the
nationwide "Khet Bachao
Abhiyan", taking scientific
advisories, soil health
awareness, and institu-
tional support mechanisms
directly to  farmers’
doorsteps in the villages of
Malikpora, Sheikhpora,
Khanpora and Patipora of
Panzinara-B block Qamar-
wari.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation
of farmers, agricultural ex-

perts, officials from
Grameen Bank, and repre-
sentatives from the Na-
tional Innovation Founda-
tion (NIF), reflecting a
collaborative effort to en-
courage environmentally
sustainable farming prac-
tices and enhance farmers’
access to institutional sup-
portsystems.

During the programme,
Dr. Shamim A. Simnani,
Head, KVK Srinagar, high-
lighted the need for sus-
tainable and regenerative
farming practices to restore
soil health and ensure long-
term agricultural sustain-
ability. He noted that ex-
cessive use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides
over the years has ad-
versely affected soil fertil-
ity and ecological balance.

The farmers were also
sensitized about the bene-

fits of the Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) scheme and encour-
aged to avail institutional
credit facilities for agricul-
tural and allied activities.

Experts interacted with
farmers on balanced nutri-
ent management, soil con-
servation, and eco-friendly
agricultural practices.

VC SKUAST-K holds SAC
meeting of KVK Ganderbal

GANDERBAL, JUNE 10: Sher-e-Kashmir University
of Agricultural Sciences and Technology of Kashmir’s Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Ganderbal on Wednesday convened
its 22nd Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting at

the Kendra campus Shuhama.

The meeting was chaired by Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K,
Prof Nazir Ahmad Ganai and was attended by Director Ex-
tension, SKUAST-K, Prof Raihana Habib Kanth, KVK scien-
tists, district heads of line departments, agri-entrepreneurs,
and progressive farmers to deliberate on scientific inter-
ventions and future strategies for strengthening the agri-

cultural sector in the district.

Prof Ganai highlighted the Kendra’s growing role in pro-
moting region-specific agricultural innovation and entrepre-
neurship. Interacting with progressive farmers and agri-
preneurs, he urged them to dive into agriculture,
agri-preneurship, and post-harvest value as there are end

number of opportunities.

DC Doda holds Block Diwas at Karl Ghuraka,
directs time-bound redressal of public grievances
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Deputy Commissioner
Doda Krishan Lal today
chaired a Block Diwas pro-
gramme at Panchayat Ghar
Kari Ghuraka, Panchayat
Kari Chatra, Block Bhalla,
providing a platform for di-
rect interaction between
the administration and the
public. The programme
saw active participation
from PRI representatives,
prominent citizens,
women, youth and officials
from various departments.

During the programme,
the public raised several
demands and grievances
pertaining to basic infra-
structure and public ser-
vices. Key issues included
drinking water scarcity,
damaged electricity poles
in Kari and surrounding ar-
eas, construction of the
Chatra—Kari road, comple-
tion of the Drana—Ghuraka
road, pending work on the
Cheka—Ghuraka  road,
shortage of teachers in
Government High School
Chatra, Higher Secondary
School Ghuraka, UPS
Charota and Middle School
Kari, absence of a Head-
master at Government
High School Chatra, fenc-
ing of schools to protect
them from stray animals,
repair of school washrooms
and sanitation facilities,
MGNREGA-related issues,
water supply problems in
Santhapani Ghuraka and
Sengoi Panchayat, shortage
of healthcare staff includ-
ing a Staff Nurse at Health
Centre Ghuraka and the
need for awareness camps
on government welfare

schemes.

The public also de-
manded the establishment
of a J&K Bank branch in
the area and sought regular
outreach by the Agricul-
ture, Animal Husbandry,
Sheep Husbandry and So-
cial Welfare Departments
to educate people about
welfare and  subsidy
schemes.

Taking serious note of
the issues, the Deputy
Commissioner issued on-
the-spot directions to the
departments concerned.
He directed the Public
Works Department (PWD)
to expedite all ongoing road
projects and take strict ac-
tion against non-perform-
ing contractors, instructing
that contractors who have
abandoned works be black-
listed, their contracts ter-
minated and such contrac-
tors barred from future
government works.

The Jal Shakti Depart-
ment was directed to im-
mediately repair the dam-
aged Santhapani water
pipeline and ensure timely
completion of all ongoing
water supply projects, with
priority resolution of water
supply issues in affected
villages.

The Education Depart-
ment was directed to ad-
dress the shortage of teach-
ers, repair school
washrooms and kitchens
and improve educational
infrastructure. The Deputy
Commissioner also empha-
sised the adoption of online
teaching methods to ad-
dress academic challenges
in remote areas. The Assis-
tant Commissioner (Devel-
opment) was directed to
address issues related to

school fencing and play-
ground facilities, particu-
larly at UPS Charota.

The Power Development
Department (PDD) was in-
structed to survey damaged
electricity poles in Kari
Chatra and adjoining areas,
submit a detailed report
and undertake immediate
repair and replacement
works.

The Social Welfare De-
partment was directed to
organise awareness camps
on welfare schemes and
identify all eligible benefi-
ciaries for pension schemes
to ensure that benefits
reach deserving citizens.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment was instructed to
conduct regular awareness
programmes on govern-
ment-sponsored schemes.
The Animal Husbandry
Department was directed
to educate farmers about
subsidy and livestock de-
velopment schemes and
prepare a schedule for regu-
lar panchayat visits. The
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment was directed to en-
sure roster-based availabil-
ity of officials and conduct
field visits at least twice a
week to provide services
and guidance to livestock
rearers.

The Chief Medical Officer
was directed to organise
regular health and aware-
ness camps, ensure roster-
based deployment of doc-
tors, address the shortage
of healthcare staff includ-
ing the requirement of a
Staff Nurse at Ghuraka and
prepare a schedule for mo-
bile medical units to extend
healthcare services to re-
mote areas.

The Health Department

was also directed to under-
take health screening dri-
ves and strengthen efforts
under the TB Mukt Bharat
Campaign.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner urged the public to
register grievances on the
JK Samadhan Portal for
promptand transparent re-
dressal. He also sensitised
the gathering about the
Nasha Mukt Jammu and
Kashmir Abhiyan and
called upon people to ac-
tively support the cam-
paign by spreading aware-
ness against drug abuse
and encouraging affected
individuals to seek rehabil-
itation and counselling ser-
vices.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner later inspected Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
School Ghuraka, where he
reviewed educational infra-
structure, availability of
teaching staff, sanitation
facilities and other basic
amenities, directing offi-
cers concerned to address
deficiencies on priority and
ensure a conducive learn-
ing environment for stu-
dents.

He reiterated the admin-
istration's commitment to
responsive governance and
assured the public that all
genuine issues raised dur-
ing the programme would
be addressed in a time-
bound manner.

Among those present
were ADC Bhaderwah
Sunil Kumar Bhutyal, PO
ICDS Doda Akhtar Hussain
Qazi, CPO Doda Manesh
Kumar Manhas, district of-
ficers, public representa-
tives, PRI members, for-
mer Sarpanches and a large
gathering of local residents.

Day 7 of Inter-Zonal District Level Tournament:
volleyball and wrestling competitions held in Doda
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The seventh day of the
Inter-Zonal District Level
Tournament 2026 featured
competitions in Volleyball
(U-19 Boys) and Wrestling
(U-17 and U-19) categories,
bringing together student-
athletes from across Dis-
trict Doda.

The tournament saw par-
ticipation from the zones of
Assar, Ghat, Gundna, Bha-

lessa, Bhagwah, Doda,
Bhalla, Bhaderwah,
Bhatyas and Thathri. Ath-
letes displayed determina-
tion, discipline and sport-
ing skill throughout the
day's events.

The tournament is being
organised under the guid-
ance of Director General
Youth Services and Sports
J&K Anuradha Gupta and
Joint Director Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Jammu
Inderjeet Singh Parihar
and is being conducted un-

der the overall supervision
of DYSSO Doda Ashok Ku-
mar.

The Volleyball U-19 Boys
matches were highly com-
petitive, with  teams
demonstrating teamwork,
coordination and re-
silience. The Wrestling
competitions in the U-17
and U-19 categories high-
lighted the strength, tech-
nigue and perseverance of
young wrestlers represent-
ing different zones of the
district.

The organising commit-
tee congratulated all medal
winners and participants
for their performances in
the Wrestling Boys U-19
competition.

The competitions were
officiated by technical offi-
cials from the Department
of Youth Services and
Sports, including PELs,
PEMSs, PETs, REK teachers
and NYK coordinators, en-
suring fair play and the
smooth conduct of all
events.

Director JKEDI chairs review meeting with

DNOs, ROs, In-charge officers

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: Director,
Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (JKEDI), Mo-
hammad Younis Malik, today chaired
acomprehensive review meeting at the
Sempora campus of the Institute to as-
sess the progress of various entrepre-
neurship development and youth en-
gagement initiatives being
implemented across the Union Terri-
tory.

The meeting was attended by Range
Officers (ROs), District Nodal Officers
(DNOs), and other officials, both phys-
ically and through virtual mode, from
different districts of Jammu & Kash-
mir.

During the meeting, Joint Director
JKEDI, Chand Kishor Sharma, pre-
sented a detailed overview of the various
programmes and initiatives being im-
plemented by the Institute, along with
the achievements registered under dif-
ferentschemes and interventions.

A thorough review of key govern-
ment initiatives, including the J&K

Start-up Policy 2024—27, Raising and
Accelerating MSME Performance
(RAMP) Scheme, Mission YUVA, and
various other programmes, was under-
taken during the session. The progress
made in loan repayment and recovery
under different schemes was also dis-
cussed in detail.

Addressing the officers, the Director
emphasized the need to intensify ef-
forts towards achieving JKEDI’s core
objective of empowering youth through
entrepreneurship awareness, orienta-
tion, and capacity building. He called
upon the District Nodal Officers to fur-
ther strengthen grassroots outreach
and ensure greater mobilisation of as-
piring entrepreneurs from all regions
of the Union Territory to foster a vi-
brant and inclusive entrepreneurial
ecosystem.

Director, JKEDI stressed the impor-
tance of enhanced coordination with
allied departments, including the Dis-
trict Industries Centres (DICs), Hand-
loom and Handicrafts Department,

Employment Department, Jammu &
Kashmir Khadi and Village Industries
Board (KVIB), and other stakeholder
agencies for wider outreach and effec-
tive implementation of entrepreneur-
shipinitiatives.

The Director also advised the District
Nodal Officers to design Entrepreneur-
ship Orientation Programmes (EOPs)
in close alignment with district-level al-
lied departments to help entrepreneurs
effectively address real-time business
challenges and sector-specific issues.

Highlighting the significance of in-
ternship programmes being conducted
by the Institute, he directed that such
programmes be closely monitored to
ensure that interns receive structured
learning experiences and meaningful
industry exposure.

He further urged all officersand em-
ployees of the Institute to work in close
coordination and with renewed com-
mitment towards realizing JKEDI’s vi-
sion of creating a self-reliant, innova-
tive.

Plantation drive held at Trauma Hospital Khellani
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A plantation drive was or-
ganised at Trauma Hospital
Khellani under Medical
Block Assar, District Doda,
under the guidance of Chief
Medical Officer Doda Dr
Vinod Sharma and the su-
pervision of Block Medical
Officer Assar Dr Syed Mohd
Ismail, with the objective of

promoting environmental
conservation and creating a
greener and healthier
ecosystem.

Medical staff and officials
planted various saplings
during the drive, reaffirm-
ing their commitment to en-
vironmental protection and
sustainable development.
The participants also
pledged to nurture and pro-
tect the saplings to ensure
their healthy growth.

Speaking on the occasion,
BMO Assar Dr Syed Mohd
Ismail emphasised that
trees are the lifeline of the
environmentand play a vital
role in maintaining ecologi-
cal balance. He stated that
plantation drives are a col-
lective responsibility to-
wards future generations,
not merely symbolic activi-
ties. He urged all healthcare
workers and members of
the public to actively partic-

ipate in afforestation initia-
tives and adopt environ-
mentally friendly practices
and highlighted that a
healthy environment is es-
sential for a healthy society.

The programme con-
cluded with a collective
pledge by participants to
continue supporting envi-
ronmental conservation ini-
tiatives and spread aware-
ness about the importance
of tree plantation.



