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In a significant step to-
wards promoting entre-
preneurship and sustain-
able agriculture among
rural youth, Chief Agricul-
ture Officer Ramban Dr
Vinay Kumar Jandial
along with Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Ramban
Scientist Dr Raj Kumar
visited the ongoing Mush-
room Cultivation Training
Programme being con-
ducted by SBI RSETI
Ramban at Batti, Maitra.

During the visit, the

CAO interacted with the
trainees and appreciated
their enthusiasm for
adopting mushroom culti-
vation as a viable income-
generating activity. He
motivated the participants
to embrace innovative
agricultural practices and
highlighted the immense
potential of agri-based en-
terprises in improving
rural livelihoods.

The CAO also educated
the trainees about various
government-sponsored
schemes being imple-
mented by the Agriculture
Department, including
the Holistic Agriculture

Development Programme
(HADP), Kisan Credit
Card (KCC Agri) and the
KCC Working Capital
Scheme. He encouraged
the trainees to avail these
schemes for establishing
and expanding their agri-
cultural ventures.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the KVK Ramban
Scientist provided valu-
able insights on soil test-
ing, scientific farming
techniques and various
extension activities being
undertaken by KVK for
the benefit of farmers. He
emphasised the impor-
tance of adopting scien-

tific methods to enhance
productivity and prof-
itability in agriculture.

The training pro-
gramme is being con-
ducted under the overall
supervision of SBI RSETI
Ramban Director S
Harvinder Singh. The pri-
mary objective of the pro-
gramme is to empower
rural communities
through skill develop-
ment, create self-employ-
ment opportunities and
generate greater interest
in agriculture and allied
sectors.

Both dignitaries ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the quality of training be-
ing imparted by SBI
RSETI Ramban and
lauded the institute's ef-
forts in promoting entre-
preneurship and self-re-
liance among rural youth
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs. They conveyed
their best wishes to the
trainees and appreciated
SBI RSETI Ramban for its
continued contribution
towards rural develop-
ment and livelihood gen-
eration in the district.
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Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua Mahima
Madan today presided over
a training programme or-
ganised for the smooth
conduct of e-KYC of pil-
grims undertaking the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026,
held at the Conference Hall
of the Deputy Commis-
sioner's Office, Kathua.

District Informatics Offi-
cer Kathua Shubham Singh
imparted the training, sen-

sitising the participants
about the e-KYC process,
operational procedures
and technical aspects in-
volved in the verification of
pilgrims. He also con-
ducted detailed demon-
strations to ensure efficient
and seamless implementa-
tion of the e-KYC mecha-
nism during the Yatra pe-
riod.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the ADC emphasised
the importance of timely
and hassle-free verification
of pilgrims and called upon

all officials concerned to fa-
miliarise themselves thor-
oughly with the e-KYC pro-
cedures. She stressed the
need for coordinated ef-
forts to ensure the smooth
conduct of the pilgrimage
and prompt delivery of ser-
vices to devotees.

The participants were
also guided on best prac-
tices for digital verification,
data management and
grievance redressal to facil-
itate a streamlined e-KYC
process and RFID card al-
location.

The training concluded
with an interactive session
during which the resource
person addressed queries
raised by the participants,
enhancing their prepared-
ness for effective imple-
mentation of e-KYC ser-
vices during the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026.

Pertinently, the District
Administration Kathua will
establish dedicated coun-
ters at the Lakhanpur Yatri
Facilitation Centre for the
smooth e-KYC of Amar-
nath Yatris.

Training programme on e-KYC for Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026 held at Kathua
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In a continued effort to
ensure responsive gover-
nance and doorstep deliv-
ery of public services,
Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad
Alyas Khan today con-
ducted a Public Outreach
Programme at Panchayat
Seri, Block Ramban, where
he listened to the griev-
ances and developmental
concerns of local residents
and resolved most of the is-
sues on the spot.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from the local pop-
ulation, who appreciated
the Deputy Commis-
sioner's proactive ap-
proach in reaching out to
the people and addressing
their concerns directly.

Among those present
were Assistant Commis-
sioner (Revenue) Shokat

Hayat, Assistant Commis-
sioner (Development)
Sheraz Ahmed, Chief Med-
ical Officer Dr Kamal Je
Zadu, Tehsildar Ramban
Deep Kumar, the Assistant
Labour Commissioner, the
Chief Agriculture Officer,
the Lead District Manager,
the Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer and other
senior officers of various
departments.

During the interaction,
the Deputy Commissioner
patiently heard the issues
projected by the residents
and issued on-the-spot di-
rections to the depart-
ments concerned for their
prompt resolution. Re-
sponding to the demands
of the people, he directed
the Executive Engineer,
JPDCL, to install street
lights in Seri Market to im-
prove public convenience
and safety. He also in-
structed the Executive En-
gineer, Irrigation and
Flood Control, to take up

the construction of a kull at
Kela Mohar and assured
the provision of solar lights
in the area.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said a Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) is being
prepared for protection
works along Seri Nallah
under the approved Flood
Mitigation Plan to safe-
guard lives and property
from flood-related risks.
He further assured the
public that their demands
regarding the opening of
an ATM facility, establish-
ment of a Food Depart-
ment extension counter
and other developmental
requirements would be
taken up with the authori-
ties concerned for early re-
dressal.

The local residents ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Deputy Commissioner and
the District Administration
for sanctioning and execut-
ing various developmental
works in the area, which

have significantly im-
proved public infrastruc-
ture and service delivery.

During the programme,
the residents highlighted
several issues and de-
mands, including the in-
stallation of a water filtra-
tion plant, improvement in
power supply, better road
connectivity, construction
of a school building, estab-
lishment of a health centre,
construction of a foot-
bridge and execution of
protection works in vul-
nerable areas.

At the outset, officers
from various departments
sensitised the people about
a range of welfare, devel-
opmental, livelihood and
social sector schemes be-
ing implemented by their
respective departments.
They encouraged the resi-
dents to avail themselves
of the benefits of these ini-
tiatives and assured full
departmental support in
addressing their concerns.

DC Ramban conducts public 
outreach camp at Panchayat Seri
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Deputy Commissioner
Doda Krishan Lal today
visited Government Higher
Secondary School Ghuraka
to review the functioning
and infrastructure of the
institution. He was accom-
panied by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Bhaderwah Sunil Bhutyal,
Chief Planning Officer
Doda Manish Kumar Man-
has, Assistant Commis-
sioner (Development)
Doda Din Mohammad

Afaqi and District Educa-
tion Planning Officer Doda
Dr Anis Ahmed.

Principal Rajinder Singh
Bhall, along with staff
members and students of
the school, accorded a
warm welcome to the visit-
ing dignitaries.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner in-
spected various sections of
the institution and ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the discipline, cleanliness,
academic environment and
overall management of the
school. He appreciated the
efforts of the school admin-

istration in ensuring qual-
ity education and main-
taining a conducive atmos-
phere for learning.

Interacting with the stu-
dents, DC Doda encour-
aged them to stay focused
on academics while actively
participating in co-curricu-
lar activities. The students
responded enthusiastically,
sharing their aspirations
and concerns. The officers
motivated them to work
diligently and assured full
administrative support for
the advancement of educa-
tion in the area.

On the occasion, the

Principal projected several
demands aimed at improv-
ing the school's infrastruc-
ture. Key issues highlighted
included fencing of the
playground, installation of
electric poles, augmenta-
tion of water supply facili-
ties and establishment of
smart classrooms, among
other developmental
needs.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner gave a patient hear-
ing to the issues raised and
assured that all genuine de-
mands would be examined
on priority for necessary
action.

Deputy Commissioner Doda visits HSS Ghuraka,
reviews facilities and interacts with students
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As part of its ongoing ef-
forts to ensure food safety
and protect consumer
health, the Food Safety
Team Shopian today con-
ducted a comprehensive
inspection drive in the
main market areas of
Shopian town.

During the inspection,
various retail shops, gro-

cery outlets and fruit ven-
dors were checked for com-
pliance with food safety
standards.

The team examined the
quality, storage conditions,
packaging, labeling and ex-
piry dates of food items be-
ing sold to consumers.

The inspection was
aimed at curbing the sale of
substandard and mis-
branded food products and
creating awareness among
food business operators re-

garding the provisions of
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act.

During the drive, viola-
tions of food safety norms
were detected at certain es-
tablishments, and a fine of
Rs 3,000 under section 69
was imposed and realized
on the spot from erring
vendors.

The Food Safety team
also sensitized shopkeepers
about maintaining proper
hygiene, ensuring safe stor-

age of food products and
strictly adhering to food
safety regulations to safe-
guard public health.

They said that such in-
spection drives will con-
tinue across the district and
urged food business opera-
tors to comply with pre-
scribed standards to avoid
penal action. They also ap-
pealed to consumers to re-
main vigilant and report
any food safety concerns to
the concerned authorities.

Food Safety team conducts market inspection 
in Shopian; Fine imposed on erring vendors
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Commissioner Secretary,
Forests, Ecology and Envi-
ronment, Sheetal Nanda,
today visited Chak Dulma
and Chak Lala villages in
Block Rajpura as part of the
Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme (VVP) Phase-II,
underscoring the govern-
ment’s commitment to
holistic and inclusive rural
development in border ar-
eas of the Union Territory.

During the visit, the
Commissioner Secretary
was  briefed on the status of
various projects being un-
dertaken in the villages un-
der the Vibrant Villages
Programme.

Among others present on
the occasion were Addi-
tional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Addi-
tional Deputy
Commissioner, Company
Commander BSF, district
officers and villagers.

It was informed during
the briefing that all 16 iden-

tified villages under the
programme have been as-
signed Nodal Officers and
gap analysis exercises have
been duly completed with
projects formally proposed
for each village. In Chak
Dulma, 11 projects have
been proposed, while 9
projects have been put for-
ward for Chak Lala, cover-
ing a range of developmen-
tal interventions to address
the infrastructure and
livelihood needs of the lo-

cal population.
Local inhabitants of both

the villages expressed their
views on the proposed pro-
jects and placed their griev-
ances before the senior offi-
cer, particularly pertaining
to the agrarian economy
and departmental func-
tioning in the villages. Pro-
posals for a playground and
a veterinary hospital also
figured prominently
among the demands raised
by the local residents.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary listened attentively
to the requests of the vil-
lagers and assured them of
an inclusive, multi-stake-
holder approach to ensure
that the villages are
equipped with people-cen-
tric infrastructure, espe-
cially for the youth. This
will facilitate affirmative
action for building a pro-
ductive and drug-free soci-
ety in the border areas of
Samba district.

Commissioner Secy visits Samba; assures people-centric,
multi-stakeholder approach under Vibrant Village Phase II

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10:
Minister for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Cooperatives
and Elections, Javid Ahmad
Dar, today chaired a review
meeting  to assess the imple-
mentation and progress of vari-
ous social welfare schemes in his
constituency.

The meeting was attended by
Commissioner Secretary, Social
Welfare, Sarmad Hafeez, senior

officers of Social Welfare De-
partment and other concerned
officials, who presented a de-
tailed overview of the achieve-
ments and status of welfare
schemes being implemented for
the benefit of vulnerable sec-
tions of society.

During the meeting, the Minis-
ter reviewed the coverage of
beneficiaries under different
pension schemes, particularly
the Old Age Pension Scheme

and sought details regarding eli-
gible beneficiaries yet to be cov-
ered under the programme. He
directed the concerned officers
to ensure that all deserving indi-
viduals are identified and pro-
vided benefits in a transparent
and time-bound manner.

Emphasising the need for
greater public awareness, the
Minister instructed the depart-
ment to organise awareness pro-
grammes and special outreach

camps across the constituency to
facilitate the registration and in-
clusion of senior citizens, wid-
ows and specially-abled persons
under various welfare schemes
of the Government.

Javid Ahmad Dar also
stressed the importance of pro-
viding assistive devices, includ-
ing tricycles and other mobility
aids, to the eligible beneficiaries
as per the prescribed guidelines.
He directed the officials to expe-

dite the distribution process to
ensure timely support to the per-
sons with disabilities.

The Minister appreciated the
achievements of the Social Wel-
fare Department and observed
that the department plays a cru-
cial role in building an inclusive
and equitable society.

He noted that through its var-
ious welfare initiatives, the de-
partment is making significant
contributions towards the uplift-

ment and empowerment of vul-
nerable, disadvantaged and
marginalized sections of the
population.

He called upon the officers to
work with dedication and com-
mitment to ensure that the bene-
fits of government welfare
schemes reach every deserving
household, thereby strengthen-
ing social security and improv-
ing the quality of life of the peo-
ple.

Javid Dar reviews social welfare schemes, calls for greater outreach to beneficiaries

CAO Ramban and KVK scientist visit mushroom
cultivation training programme at Maitra
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Under the ongoing 100-
Day campaign of Nasha
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir
Abhiyan (NMJKA), a series
of awareness and sports ac-
tivities were organized
across Shopian district to
promote healthy lifestyles,
physical fitness and a drug-
free society among youth.

The Department of
Youth Services & Sports,
Shopian organized an In-
ter-School District Level
Kho-Kho Tournament for
Girls (U-19) at Gunj
Bakhsh Arham Hanfiya
Public School, Shopian.
Students from various
Higher Secondary Schools

of the district participated
enthusiastically in the tour-
nament, displaying re-
markable sportsmanship,
teamwork and competitive
spirit.

The event aimed to en-
courage physical fitness
and channel the energy of
youth towards constructive
activities while spreading
awareness about the harm-
ful effects of drug abuse.
The tournament witnessed
active participation from
students and staff, making
it a successful sporting
event under the NMJKA
campaign.

The athletics meet wit-
nessed a massive turnout at
the open Play field in
Zainapora with a large
number of female students

from various educational
institutions across the
zone. The young athletes
competed across multiple
track and field events un-
der 14, under 17, and under
19 age groups.

Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment of AYUSH Shopian,
in collaboration with the
Department of Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, organized a
Yoga Awareness Session at
Government High School
Sindu Shirmal and Govern-
ment UPS Balpora. The
session highlighted the role
of yoga in maintaining
physical and mental well-
being and emphasized its
importance in leading a
healthy, addiction-free life.

Participants were sensi-
tized about the benefits of

regular physical activity,
mindfulness and healthy
lifestyle choices as effective
tools in combating sub-
stance abuse. The pro-
grammes received an en-
couraging response from
students and teachers
alike.

These activities form part
of the district-wide efforts
being undertaken under
NMJKA to engage youth in
positive pursuits and
strengthen the collective
resolve towards building a
healthier, drug-free
Shopian.

Besides, electric sub divi-
sion Shopian, Govt. Poly-
technic college Shopian,
Department of Handicrafts
and Handloom, GDC,
Shopian, Electric Sub Divi-

NMJKA events conducted across Shopian Sports, Yoga
Activities inspire youth towards drug-free future
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In a significant move to
accelerate youth entrepre-
neurship in the district, the
Mission YUVA District
Level Implementation
Committee Anantnag
headed by District Devel-
opment Commissioner
(Chairman, DLIC), Dr. Bi-
lal Mohiuddin Bhat, today
approved 565 cases during
it's meeting held at DC Of-
fice.

ADC, GM DIC, CPO, AD
Employment, DD
NABARD, LDM, Employ-
ment Officer representa-
tives from JKEDI and other
officials attended the meet-
ing.

The approved 565 appli-

cations included 176 cases
in wholesale and retail, 169
cases in manufacturing and
service sector and 126 cases
in agriculture sector, which
were approved by the com-
mittee after thorough eval-
uation. The beneficiaries
will be provided financial
assistance, capacity build-
ing, and handholding un-
der the mission.

The progress of the mis-
sion as well as the mea-
sures to be adopted to im-
prove it further in the
district were reviewed and
discussed in detail.

Addressing the meeting,
the DDC called Mission
YUVA a "transformative
flagship initiative" that is
empowering youth and en-
abling them to become self-
reliant entrepreneurs. He

said that the goal is not only
to provide financial sup-
port but to create a sustain-
able enterpreneurial
ecosystem in which youth
have access to training,
market linkages and long-
term mentorship. He ex-
pressed confidence that the
projects will act as sustain-
able livelihood units
strengthening families and
leading to a more progres-
sive district. On the occa-
sion, the DDC instructed all
concerned departments,
banks and implementing
agencies to ensure time-
bound sanctioning and
hassle-free disbursement
in favor of the approved
cases. He directed that De-
tailed Project Reports be
completed in a time bound
manner, ensuring the ap-

plications don't undergo
undue delay at any level.

Linking the success of
Mission YUVA with sus-
tainiblity of these ventures,
the DDC stressed the need
for regular monitoring be-
sides enhancing skill set of
the budding entrepreneurs
so they remain informed
about the current market
trends and demands.

Dr. Bilal further empha-
sized that the Mission
holds special significance
for underprivileged youth,
who be given proper sup-
port to establish their units
and improve their socio-
economic conditions. He
reiterated the administra-
tion's commitment to fully
support and encourage
youth to avail the benefits
of this flagship scheme.

565 Mission YUVA cases approved by DLIC Anantnag
DDC stresses time bound credit disbursal


