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Divisional Commissioner, IGP review Shri
Amarnath Yatra arrangements in Ramban

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 08

Divisional Commis-
sioner, Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar, and the Inspector
General of Police, Jammu
Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti, today
visited Ramban district
and reviewed the arrange-
ments being put in place
for the smooth and suc-
cessful conduct of the
forthcoming Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra-2026. They
also assessed the progress
of the National Highway-
44 four-laning project from
Nashri to Banihal.

Among those present
were the DIG, DKR Range;
the Deputy Commissioner,
Ramban, Mohammad
Alyas Khan; the SSP, Ram-
ban; the SSP, Traffic NHW;
the ADC, Ramban; the Pro-
ject Director, NHAI; the
SDM, Banihal; the SDM,
Ramsoo; and officers from
the District Administra-
tion, Army, CRPF, SDRF,
Police and other stake-
holder departments.

At the outset, Deputy
Commissioner, Ramban,
Mohammad Alyas Khan,
briefed the Divisional Com-
missioner and the IGP
Jammu regarding the com-
prehensive arrangements
being made for the conve-
nience, safety and welfare
of pilgrims undertaking the
annual holy pilgrimage.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner inspected various fa-
cilities at Yatri Niwas,
Chanderkote, including ac-
commodation, sanitation,
drinking water supply,
power availability, medical
facilities and security
arrangements. He also re-
viewed arrangements at
langar sites at Chan-
derkote, Yatra Camp Lam-
ber and other designated
locations along the yatra
route.

While reviewing arrange-
ments at Yatri Niwas,

'the Divi-

Chahderkote
sional Commissioner di-
rected all stakeholder de-

partments to ensure
completion of the remain-
ing works and establish-
ment of all essential facili-
ties before June 20, 2026.
He emphasised the instal-
lation of adequate toilet
units at identified loca-
tions, proper sanitation
and waste management
systems, uninterrupted
power supply, sufficient
bedding capacity and effi-
cient management of lan-
gar facilities.

He further directed the
SDREF to remain fully pre-
pared with equipment and
manpower to respond
promptly to any situation
during the yatra period.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner instructed the Fire
and Emergency Services
Department to ensure all
necessary fire safety mea-
sures at lodging centres,
langar sites and other loca-
tions with pilgrim footfall.
He directed the depart-
ment to maintain readiness
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of fire tenders and emer-
gency response teams.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Execu-
tive Engineer, JPDCL, to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply at all lodging
centres, camps and langar
sites besides arranging an
adequate number of gener-
ator sets as backup.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Execu-
tive Engineer, Jal Shakti
Department, to ensure ade-
quate water supply and cre-
ation of sufficient storage
facilities at all lodging cen-
tres, langar sites and other
identified locations to cater
to the requirements of pil-
grims and service
providers.

A threadbare discussion
was held on various aspects
of the arrangements re-
quired for the smooth con-
duct of the pilgrimage.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also reviewed the
timing and movement plan
of both Pahalgam-bound
and Baltal-bound yatra
convoys, including desig-

nated halts, trafflc regula-
tion measures and cut-off
timings, and issued neces-
sary directions for their
strict implementation.

Reviewing preparations
at Yatra Camp Lamber, the
Divisional Commissioner
directed all concerned de-
partments to expedite the
pace of work and ensure
completion of all pending
arrangements by June 20,
2026.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also reviewed the
road and tunnel construc-
tion projects undertaken by
NHALI. He directed the Pro-
ject Director, NHALI, to ex-
pedite and complete the
ongoing works on the Dig-
dool-Panthyal  tunnel
stretch, Magarkote—Ram-
soo Viaduct and other key
infrastructure  projects
nearing completion, so as
to ensure safe, smooth and
comfortable road connec-
tivity for pilgrims and com-
muters well before the
commencement of Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026.

Dy CM discusses farmers’ issues with
Bharatlya Klsan Union delegatlon

SRINAGAR, JUNE

08: Deputy Chlef Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Surinder Choudhary, to-
day held a detailed discus-
sion with a delegation of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) led by its National
Spokesperson, Ch. Rakesh
Tikait, regarding various
issues concerning the
farming community across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The delegation called on
the Deputy Chief Minister
at the Civil Secretariat, Sri-
nagar, and submitted a
memorandum highlight-
ing several key demands
aimed at protecting and
strengthening the agricul-
tural, horticultural and al-
lied sectors in Jammu and

Kashmir . During the inter-
action, the Deputy Chief
Minister reiterated the
government’s commit-
ment towards ensuring
sustainable agricultural
growth, enhancing farm-
ers’ incomes and promot-
ing holistic rural develop-
ment across Jammu and
Kashmir. He gave a patient

hearing to the concerns
raised by the delegation
and assured them that all
genuine demands would
be examined on priority
and taken up with the con-
cerned departments for
appropriate action.
Emphasizing the need
for stronger institutional
support for the farming

community, the Deputy
Chief Minister called for
establishment of Kisan
Bhawans in both Srinagar
and Jammu to facilitate
greater engagement with
the farmers and provide an
effective platform for ad-
dressing their grievances
and concerns.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of the horticulture
sector to Jammu and
Kashmir’s economy, he
also advocated for intro-
duction of special air-con-
ditioned railway bogies for
transportation and export
of apples and other perish-
able produce, ensuring
timely and safe access to
markets across the coun-

try.

Soil Sample Collection Drive
Intensmed in Sub D|V|S|on Dansal

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 08

The Agriculture Depart-
ment has intensified a com-
prehensive soil sample col-
lection campaign across
various Panchayats of Sub-
Division Dansal for free soil
testing at the Soil Testing
Laboratory, Jammu, ahead
of the ensuing Kharif sow-
ing season.

The initiative is being
carried out under the guid-
ance of Director Agricul-
ture Jammu, Sh. Anil
Gupta, and Chief Agricul-
ture Officer Jammu, Sh.
Manohar Lal Sharma, with
the objective of assessing
the nutrient status of agri-
cultural fields and promot-
ing scientific farming prac-
tices.

Under the programme, a
target of 300 soil samples
has been allotted to Sub-
Division Dansal. The target
has been distributed
among field functionaries
at the Panchayat level to

ensure systematic collec-
tion and timely submission
of samples for laboratory
analysis.

Based on the results of
soil testing, farmers will be
issued Soil Health Cards

containing crop-specific
scientific recommenda-
tions for balanced and judi-
cious use of fertilizers. The
initiative is expected to
promote sustainable nutri-
ent management, improve
soil fertility, reduce cultiva-
tion costs and enhance
agricultural productivity.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sub-Divisional Agri-
culture Officer (SDAO)
Dansal, Mr. Ashwani
Gupta, urged farmers to ac-
tively participate in the
campaign and get their
fields tested before sowing
Kharif crops. He empha-
sized that soil testing is a vi-
tal tool for informed deci-
sion-making and helps
farmers apply fertilizers ac-
cording to the actual nutri-
ent requirements of their
fields.

DC Kathua presides over awareness program
under 100-day Nasha Mukt J&K Abhlyan

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 08

As part of the ongoing
100-day Nasha Mukt
Jammu and Kashmir Ab-
hiyan, the District Admin-
istration Kathua, in collab-
oration with the
Department of Excise, to-
day organised an aware-
ness programme at Chak
Drab Khan in Block Nagri.

Deputy Commissioner
Kathua, Rajesh Sharma
presided over the pro-
gramme.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner said the meaningful
engagement of youth in ed-
ucation, skill development
and productive activities
was the most effective way
to protect them from drug
abuse. He urged the youth
to avail themselves of the
benefits of various govern-
ment initiatives including
Mission YUVA and Te-
jaswini, which are designed
to promote entrepreneur-
ship, self-employment and
skill enhancement.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner informed the gath-
ering that the District Ad-
ministration would soon
organise counselling ses-
sions for students who had
recently passed their Class
10 and 12 examinations to
guide them on higher edu-
cation, career opportuni-
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ties and skill development
avenues. He further an-
nounced that a multi-de-
partment awareness and
outreach camp would be
organised in the village
shortly to educate the public
about various Centrally
Sponsored and Union Ter-
ritory Government welfare
schemes. On the occasion,
the participants also took a
Nasha Mukt pledge to
spread awareness about
the harmful effects of nar-
cotics and to contribute to-
wards the success of the
Nasha Mukt Jammu and
Kashmir Abhiyan. Appeal-
ing to the public to support
the campaign, the Deputy
Commissioner called upon

all stakeholders, including
parents, teachers, commu-
nity leaders and youth, to
join hands in making
Kathua a drug-free district
and to contribute towards
the success of the 100-day
Nasha Mukt Jammu and
Kashmir Abhiyan. During
the programme, represen-
tatives from the Handi-
crafts Department, Hand-
loom Department, ITI,
Polytechnic, Labour De-
partment and other line de-
partments apprised the
participants of various skill
development programmes,
livelihood opportunities
and welfare schemes aimed
at empowering youth
through gainful engage-

ment and employment.
The officers also inter-
acted with the local resi-
dents and assured them
that their genuine concerns
would be addressed on pri-
ority. Among those present
were the Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Kathua,
Mahima Madan; IAS Pro-
bationer, Nidhi; District
Social Welfare Officer,
Varun Chaudhary; Tehsil-
dar, Kathua, Vikram Ku-
mar; Tehsildar, Nagri,
Aana Jamwal; Excise and
Taxation Officer, Kathua,
Kashish Sharma; Superin-
tendent, ITI, Kathua; rep-
resentatives of various de-
partments and a large
number of local residents.

SWD organises career counselling,
programme at GHSS Bhalra

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, JUNE 08

The Department of So-
cial Welfare, Doda in coor-
dination with the Agricul-
ture, Horticulture, Sheep
Husbandry, Education and
Rural Development (RDD)
departments, the Indus-
trial Training Institute
(ITI), Mission YUVA, J&K
Bank and other line depart-
ments, organised a career
counselling and awareness
programme at Government
Higher Secondary School
Bhalra, Bhaderwah, under
the PM-AJAY scheme.

The programme saw the
participation of students,
faculty members and rep-
resentatives of various gov-
ernment departments and
other stakeholders.

The event was conducted
under the guidance of the
Director, Social Welfare
Department, Jammu and
the close supervision of the
District Social Welfare Of-
ficer, Doda. It was coordi-
nated by the Tehsil Social
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Welfare Officer (TSWO),
Bhaderwah, Shahnawaz
Ahmad, with the objective
of creating awareness
among students about ed-
ucational opportunities,
career planning, skill devel-
opment, self-employment
initiatives and various gov-
ernment welfare schemes.

During the programme,
resource persons from dif-
ferent departments deliv-
ered informative sessions
on career opportunities,
vocational education, en-
trepreneurship, financial
literacy, skill development
and employment-genera-

t10n schemes.

Students were sensitised
about the importance of in-
formed career choices, per-
sonality =~ development,
competitive examinations
and higher education op-
portunities.

Representatives from
J&K Bank highlighted fi-
nancial literacy initiatives,
educational loan facilities
and self-employment
schemes. Officers from the
Agriculture, Horticulture
and Sheep Husbandry de-
partments informed partic-
ipants about livelihood and
entrepreneurship opportu-

nities in their respective
sectors, while representa-
tives from ITT and Mission
YUVA elaborated on skill
development programmes
and vocational training op-
portunities for youth.
Addressing the partici-
pants, the Tehsil Social
Welfare Officer stressed
the importance of career
counselling in shaping stu-
dents' future and encour-
aged them to make the best
use of the educational, vo-
cational and employment

opportunities available
through various govern-
ment initiatives.

J&K Bank Commissions New
Onsite ATM at Ajote in Poonch

JAMMU, JUNE 8:
J&K Bank on Monday com-
missioned a new onsite
ATM at Ajote in Poonch
district as part of its ongo-
ing efforts to strengthen
digital banking infrastruc-
ture and enhance customer
convenience.

The ATM was inaugu-
rated by Ashok Kumar
Sharma in the presence of
General Manager and Divi-
sional Head (Jammu)
Ashok Gupta and Zonal
Head (Rajouri) Rajeev Ku-
mar Digra, besides cus-
tomers, local residents and
senior bank officials.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the
Bank’s sustained efforts to-
wards expanding banking
infrastructure in the dis-
trict. He said that access to
reliable banking services is
essential for inclusive
growth and financial em-
powerment, adding that
the Bank has been consis-

tently leveraging technol-
ogy to improve customer
convenience and extend
modern banking facilities
to both urban and remote
areas. He also urged people
to make optimum use of
digital banking channels
for secure, efficient and
hassle-free transactions.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Ashok Gupta said that
J&K Bank remains com-
mitted to strengthening its
digital banking ecosystem
and ensuring access to
modern banking facilities
across all regions. He said
the commissioning of the
ATM at Ajote reflects the

Bank’s endeavour to pro-
vide convenient, secure
and technology-driven
banking services closer to
the people.

He added that with cus-
tomer preferences increas-
ingly shifting towards self-
service  and  digital
channels, the Bank is con-
tinuously augmenting its
delivery infrastructure to
provide seamless banking
services round the clock
while promoting greater fi-
nancial inclusion.

Locals and customers ap-
preciated the Bank for aug-
menting banking infra-
structure in the area and
expressed confidence that
the new facility would im-
prove access to banking
services for residents and
traders in and around
Ajote. With the commis-
sioning of the new ATM,
the total number of ATMs
in Rajouri Zone, compris-
ing Rajouri and Poonch
districts, has reached 87.
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