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JAMMU & KASHMIR

Mata Kheer Bhawani Yatra
Welfare Society holds meet

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAY 27

A review meeting of
Mata Kheer Bhawani Ji Ya-
tra welfare society was
held today under the chair-
manship of Kiran Watal,
it's convenor and presided
over by its President
M.K.Yogi in which large
number of displaced mi-
grants from camps and non
camps partcipated

Notable social activists
Vinod Pandita and Vishal
Jotshi attended the meet-
ing as aspecial invitees.

While speaking on the
occasion, kiran wattal con-
venor of the society ap-
pealed the community
members to come forward
in large numbers and par-
ticipate in the holy histori-
cal Yatra in order to keep
our thousand years old
ethosand civilization alive.

M.K.Yogi President of
the society apprised the as-
sembly that Relief Com-
missioner Migrants J &K
has assured all concerned
social organizations of
every possible help from
their side under the um-
brella of Mata Kheer
Bhawani Ji Yatra welfare
society as per past practice
to make this Yatra a grand
success as well pave way to
boast pilgrim tourism in
UT in a preparatory meet-
ing held by Department of
Relief under his chairman-
ship.

Vinod Pandita, a notable
social activist who attended
the meeting as a special in-
vitee also spoke in length
the importance of the Yatra
and it's significance for
Kashmiri Pandits. He also

appreciated the role of Re-
lief Department for mak-
ing elaborate arrangements
for the Yatris right from
transportation, security
and accommodation every
year and expected the same
in this coming yatraalso.
The others members of
the organization who also
attended the meeting were
Yogi, Ashutosh Pandita,
Abhay Raina , Balkrishan
Bhat, Rajesh Labroo, San-
jay Raina, Shuban Ji Bhat
and Ravi Kachroo, Dazy
Dhar, Surinder Pandita,
adv. Jyoti Dhar and others.
In the end vote of thanks
was presented by Muktesh
Yogi ayoung social activist
A preparatory meeting
on upcoming Kheer
Bhawani Yatra 2026 was
held by Department of Re-
lief J&K under the chair-
manship Dr. Arvind Kar-
wani Relief &
Rehabilitation ~ commi-
sioner J& K recently which
was attended by many con-
cerned social organizations
under the umbrella of
Mata Kheer Bhawani Ji Ya-
tra Welfare Society to dis-
cuss and deliberate upon
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the Yatra arrangements for

the pilgrims during forth-
coming Yatra In June
2026.

Kiran wattal, Convenor
of the Mata Kheer
Bhawani Ji Yatra society
while speaking in the
meeting lauded the pa-
tronage of Sh. Manoj
Sinha Ji, the Lt. Governor
J&K particularly comple-
tion of newly constructed
Yatri Niwas in a record pe-
riod of time at Mata's Ni-
was and also appreciated
the role of Divisional com-
missioners  Jammu /
Kashmir and Relief & Re-
habilitation Commis-
sioner J&K along with his
team in particular for tak-
ing keen interest for sev-
eral years in making this
Yatra a grand success by
providing all the requisite
facilities to the pilgrims
participating in this his-
torical yatra from Jammu
and other parts of the
country . Wattal also pre-
sented a detailed Memo-
randum to the relief com-
missioner & urged to do
the needful on issues men-
tionedin it

M.K. Yogi President of
the society also hailed the
role Relief commisioner for
making elaborate arrange-
ments for smooth conduct
of the Yatra for several
years.

He also put forward
some suggestion for com-
ing yatra which include ad-
equate transport facilities,
proper refreshment en-
route, poolproof security
arrangements, accomoda-
tion for pilgrims, proper
sanitation and hygiene pro-
visions etc and urged for
taking special attention on
these issues.

Both the leaders appre-
ciated the relentless efforts
of the relief department for
making adequate and sat-
isfactory arrangements for
several years for pilgrims
making the voyage of Mata
Kheer Bhawani, Tiker,
Manzgam, Loktpura,
Khanbarni Devsar, Nang-
dandi a gratfc nd success-
ful. Vijay Kumar Sharma
DC relief, both ACRs , all
Relief officials and zonal of-
ficers were present in the
meeting and through on-
line mode.

SMVDU organises NCC Rank ceremony to
Honour Cadets with Leadership Roles

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAY 27

A Rank Ceremony for
NCC cadets was organized
at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
University with great en-
thusiasm and pride.

The ceremony marked
the formal conferment of
ranks upon cadets in recog-
nition of their dedication,
discipline, and leadership
qualities. Col Sumit Bana,
Commanding Officer, 6
J&K Bn NCC, formally
awarded ranks to the
cadets. Senior Under Offi-
cer (SUO) ranks were con-
ferred upon Cadet Kartik
and Cadet Dhruv, while Ju-
nior Under Officer (JUO)
ranks were awarded to
Cadet Raman and Cadet
Danish.

In addition, ranks of
Sergeant, Corporal, and
Lance Corporal were also
bestowed upon deserving
cadets during the cere-
mony. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Lieut. (Dr.) Varun
Dutta stated that these
ranks carry significant re-

sponsibility and provide
cadets with opportunities to
demonstrate leadership,
discipline, and commit-
ment towards the NCC and
society. Prof. (Dr.) Pragati
Kumar, Hon'ble Vice Chan-
cellor of SMVDU, and Sh.
Ajay Kumar Sharma con-

veyed their best wishes to
the cadets and appreciated
their  dedication and
achievements. They en-
couraged the cadets to con-
tinue striving for excellence
and uphold the values of
discipline, patriotism, and
leadership.

Army organises drawing competition
under Nasha Mukt Abhiyan

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAY 27

As part of the ongoing
Nasha Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan, the Indian Army or-
ganised a drawing compe-
tition at Govt Girls High
School, Jourian Akhnoor.
The initiative witnessed en-
thusiastic participation by
girl students, who ex-
pressed their ideas, creativ-
ity and vision for a Nasha
Mukt J&K through art.

The competition aimed
to spread awareness about
the harmful effects of drug
abuse and encourage
young minds to become ac-
tive messengers of a
healthy and drug-free soci-
ety.

The vibrant artwork re-
flected the confidence,
awareness and determina-
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tion of the students, high-
lighting the spirit of Nari
Shakti and their role in
shaping a progressive fu-
ture.

The Indian Army encour-

aged the students to pro-
mote positive values, disci-
pline, education and social
responsibility among their
peers. Winners were felici-
tated for their creativity
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and meaningful messages.
The event reaffirmed that
empowered girls are true
torchbearers of a stronger,
healthier and brighter
Bharat.

Koul addresses BJP SC Morcha

meeting on Jan Sampark Abhiyan

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAY 27

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Jammu & Kashmir
Scheduled Caste (SC) Mor-
cha convened an organiza-
tional meeting at party
headquarters, Trikuta Na-
gar, Jammu, to discuss up-
coming programmes, in-
cluding the Jan Sampark
Abhiyan, and to strengthen
the Morcha structure up to
the booth level.

BJP J&K General Secre-
tary (Organization) Ashok
Koul chiefly addressed the
meeting. He was accompa-
nied by BJP J&K Vice-Pres-
ident and Morcha Prabhari
Bharat Bhushan, SC Mor-
cha President Dharminder
Kumar, Morcha Seh-Prab-
hari Jagdish Bhagat, and
Morcha General Secretaries
Mohinder Bhagat and
Rahul Hans.

Senior Morcha leaders,
office bearers, and promi-
nent SC Morcha activists
from various districts at-
tended the meeting.

Addressing the gathering,
Ashok Koul called upon the
SC Morcha leadership toin-
tensify efforts for further
strengthening the party at
the grassroots level. Stress-

Army holds

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAY 27

The Indian Army organ-
ised a yoga practice session
along with an awareness
lecture on registration on
My Bharat Portal and My
Govt Portal at Chakalsalta
from 1000h to 1100h with
the aim of promoting a
healthy lifestyle and en-
hancing digital awareness
among the local population.

The session commenced
with a guided yoga practice
wherein participants were
introduced to basic asanas,
pranayama and relaxation
techniques. The importance
of yoga in maintaining
physical fitness, mental
well-being and stress man-
agement was emphasised
during the session. There-
after, an awareness lecture
was conducted highlighting
the significance of My
Bharat Portal and My Govt
Portal as important plat-
forms for citizen engage-
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ing the significance of the
Jan Sampark Abhiyan, he
directed the Morcha leaders
to constitute teams across
all 162 Mandals and further
extend the organizational
network to every booth to
ensure that the party’s mes-
sage effectively reaches
every section of society.
Koul emphasized the
need to conduct extensive
public  outreach  pro-
grammes highlighting the
achievements of the Naren-
dra Modi-led government
during the past 12 years of
good governance. He par-
ticularly stressed taking the
landmark developmental
initiatives, welfare schemes,
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and transformative policies
of the Modi government to
the masses.

Ashok Koul further asked
the Morcha leaders to orga-
nize programmes com-
memorating the birth an-
niversaries and Nirvan
Diwas of revered Gurus and
saints with active participa-
tion from all sections of soci-
ety to promote social har-
mony and communal unity.
Reiterating the party's com-
mitment towards social co-
hesion and public welfare,
he also directed the Morcha
leaders to actively organize
plantation drives around
World Environment Day,
Jan Kalyan Shivirs, partici-

nation-building activities.
Participants were informed
about the benefits of regis-
tration, including access to
various government initia-
tives, volunteering opportu-
nities and skill development
programmes. A simple
step-by-step procedure for
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ment and participation in

plained to ensure ease of ac-
cess for all attendees.The
participants, especially stu-
dents, showed keen interest
and actively engaged
throughout the pro-
gramme. Queries raised by
the attendees were ad-
dressed and they were en-

registration was also ex- couraged to register them-

pation in cleanliness cam-
paigns, awareness regard-
ing the PM Surya Ghar ini-
tiative, and other social
welfare activities in the
coming days.

Dharminder Kumar,
speaking on the occasion,
reaffirmed the commitment
of the SC Morcha leadership
and activists to work tire-
lessly for strengthening the
BJP across Jammu and
Kashmir. He said that the
Morchaworkers would con-
tinue to take forward the
mission of public welfare
and inclusive development
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Yoga Awareness Programmes

selves and spread aware-
ness within their commu-
nity.

The event was well appre-
ciated by all attendees and
proved effective in promot-
ing health consciousness,
digital empowerment and
active citizenship.

LG Saxena reviews functioning of Drug
Deaddiction Centres in Ladakh

LEH, MAY 27: In the
wake of the alarming rise in
cases of drug abuse in
Ladakh and the growing
concerns around it, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Shri Vinai
Kumar Saxena, today
chaired a comprehensive
meeting with senior govern-
ment officials, members of
civil society organisations,
religious organisations and
NGOs to review the situa-
tion and the functioning of
Drug Deaddiction Centres
(DDACs) in Ladakh.

In recent months, there
has beenanalarmingrisein
drug abuse cases in Ladakh,
particularly among youth,
minors and even girls. A
large number of migrant
labourers, too, have been
found indulging in sub-
stance abuse.

During the meeting, the
LG was informed that since
April 2025, the Psychiatry
OPD at SNM Hospital, Leh,
registered 101 new opioid-
related cases with 237 fol-
low-up cases, 25 cannabis-
related new cases with 39
follow-up cases, and 15
polysubstance abuse cases
with 40 follow-up cases. It
was also informed that 64
substance abuse patients
tested positive for Hepatitis
C.

During the deliberations,
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the youth wing president of
Ladakh Buddhist Associa-
tion (LBA) pointed out the
unavailability of hard liquor
in the liquor stores, due to
which many individuals
were increasingly turning
towards substance abuse
and narcotic drugs. He sug-
gested expanding the prod-
uct range and making hard
liquors available in the ex-
isting wine shops. Further,
psychiatrists also high-
lighted cases where individ-
uals habituated to daily al-
cohol consumption often
displayed violentand delir-
ium-like behaviour in the
absence of alcohol in
Ladakh, and were not re-
sponding effectively to
medication. Taking note of
this, L-G assured to review
the existing excise policy in
Ladakh.

Taking a strict note of the

situation, L-G Shri Saxena
issued a slew of directions,
whichinclude:

Identifying and dis-
mantling the supply chain
of narcotic substances.
Ladakh Police to adopt a
zero-tolerance policy
against drug suppliers and
traffickers.

Random checking of
vehicles at key entry points
into Ladakh, including Zoji-
La and Sarchu, to prevent
the smuggling of narcotic
substances into the region.

Random search of lo-
cal taxis to be carried out.
Vehicles to be impounded if
taxi drivers are found in-
dulging in drug trafficking.

Constant monitoring
and surveillance at vulner-
able areas, including
schools and colleges, and
tourist places.

: The emergency

helpline number “112” to
function as an integrated
helpline for parents and pa-
tients seeking rehabilitation
and treatment support.

Wide publication of
the helpline no. 112, to en-
courage affected families to
seek timely assistance.

Constitution of dedi-
cated teams comprising a
social worker, nurse and at-
tendant to respond to calls
made on the helpline num-
ber.

- Concerned DDACs
would facilitate the trans-
portation of patients
through a dedicated vehicle
for treatment and rehabili-
tation.

Drug Deaddiction
Centres would be rechris-
tened with a more suitable
and socially sensitive name.

Separate facilities and
rooms would also be cre-
ated for female patientsand
juveniles at DDACs and re-
habilitation centres.

Collating comprehen-
sive and consolidated data
on substance abuse from
hospitals, civil society or-
ganisations and private
clinics to prepare acompre-
hensive database of pa-
tients, to formulate an effec-
tive long-term strategy to
tackle drug abuse.




