
NEW DELHI, MAY 26: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah today announced that
the Centre had constituted a high-level
committee to assess demographic changes
across India due to "illegal immigration
and other unnatural causes".

"Infiltration and other reasons are caus-
ing unnaturaldemographic changes,
which posea significant challenge to the
present and future of any nation," he said in
a message on X.

"To address this very challenge, on Au-
gust 15, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced a high-level commit-
tee on demographic change. I am de-
lighted to inform you that the government
has now constituted this committee," Shah
said.

The home minister said the committee
would be chaired by Justice Naolekar
(retd) and will also include the census
commissioner, along with retired IAS offi-
cer Durga Shankar Mishra, ex-IPS officer
Balaji Srivastava and Dr Shamika Ravi as

members.
"The joint secretary (foreigners-l), Min-

istry of Home Affairs, will serve as member
secretary of this committee," he said.

"Demographic change is a serious issue
linked not only to the country's sover-
eignty but also to national security, law
and order, profound changes in social
structure and the preservation of tribal so-
ciety," he added.

"This committee will conduct a compre

NEW DELHI, MAY
26: The Quad grouping to-
day expanded cooperation
in critical minerals and en-
ergy while unveiling new
measures to boost maritime
surveillance and port infra-
structure across the Indo-
Pacific against the backdrop
of China's growing military
posturing in the region.

The new measures were
announced following a
meeting of the grouping's
foreign ministers in New
Delhi. The meeting was
chaired by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
attended by US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong and Japanese
Foreign Minister Toshim-

itsu Motegi.
In his media statement,

Jaishankar announced a
critical minerals framework
and an Indo-Pacific energy
security initiative under the
broader Quad agenda to
confront major challenges
facing the region.

"Much of the discussions
and indeed the bilateral ex-
changes were devoted to the
current state of the world,"
Jaishankar said at the end of
the meeting.

Naturally, the focus of the
deliberations was on issues
of relevance to the Indo-Pa-

cific, he said.
"Because we are four mar-

itime democracies located at
different ends of the Indo-
Pacific, the exchange of per-
spectives was an exercise of
considerable value."

"We spent some time on
the question of safe and
unimpeded maritime com-
merce and reaffirmed the
significance of scrupulously
observing international
law," the minister said.

Jaishankar said a free and
open Indo-Pacific has many
dimensions and facets and
the Quad meeting took stock
of the progress in many of
them.

We believe strongly that
economic resilience should 

Quad ramps up Indo-Pacific surveillance,
critical mineral cooperation

A drone was late last
night found in Hatli area of
Kathua district of Jammu,
prompting security agen-
cies to heighten surveil-
lance and launch a probe.

According to officials,
the drone was found lying
by the side of the road lead-
ing to Govindsar railway
station late Monday night.

After the matter came to
their notice, police reached 

NEW DELHI, MAY
26: NIAprobe has found
that Dr Umer Un Nabi, the
key accused in the Delhi
Red Fort car blast case, had
used a fake identity to pro-
cure off-the-shelf chemicals
for manufacturing explo-
sives.

Nabi, who was driving the
explosives-laden car and
died in the blast, had re-

searched offline and online
resources related to various
chemicals and set up a
makeshift lab in his flat at
Al Falah University in
Faridabad for carrying out
experiments with the objec-
tive of manufacturing a pro-
totype explosive material,
sources said.

During the course of in-
vestigation, the NIA sleuths

got hold of a delivery chal-
lan dated September 25,
2024, from a small Mumbai
trader that cracked open
the supply chain for procur-
ing materials needed for
making explosives.

The challan was issued by
the trader against a cus-
tomised mixed metal oxide
(MMO)-coated titanium 

Umer Nabi used fake identity
to procure chemicals KANGRA, MAY 26:

Emphasising the immense
spiritual &tourism potential
of Himachal Pradesh, Gov-
ernor Kavinder Gupta to-
day called for the creation of
a dedicated and well-struc-
tured religious tourism cir-
cuit for the state, aimed at
connecting its revered tem-
ples, Shakti Peethas,
monasteries and sacred
destinations through better 

Kavinder calls for religious tourism
circuit for Himachal Pradesh

Shah announces high-level panel 
to study demographic changes

LG Manoj Sinha and
chief minister Omar Ab-
dullah have extended
greetings to the people on
the occasion of Eid-ul-
Adha, which is being ob-
served tomorrow.

In his message, the LG
said: "On the auspicious
occasion of Eid-ul-Adha, I
extend my heartiest greet-
ings and best wishes to
all.Eid-ul-Adha celebrates 

US Secretary Of State Marco Rubio 
Visits Taj Mahal With Wife
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NEW DELHI, MAY
26: New Delhi today
strongly rejected references
to Jammu and Kashmir in a
joint statement issued by
China and Pakistan, assert-
ing that the Union Territo-
ries of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh "have been, are
and will always remain in-
tegral and inalienable parts
of India".

In response to media
queries regarding what it 

India rejects 
China-Pak

references to J&K
Cont. on P9

A woman was killed and
12 others were injured af-
ter an under-construction
culvert collapsed in
Jammu's Doda district to-
day.

According to officials,
the incident occurred in
Ghill Nala area of Bhalessa
in Gandoh tehsil of Doda
when a structure gave way
during construction work.

In the incident, a woman 

Culvert collapse
leaves woman dead
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