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LG Manoj Sinha today
completed his self-enu-
meration, marking the be-
ginning of House Listing &
Housing Census (HLO) op-
erations in the UT of
Jammu & Kashmir. 

"Census 2027 assumes
historic significance as it is
India's first fully digital and
paperless census integrat-
ing advanced digital tech-
nologies, mobile-based
data collection systems and
self-enumeration mecha-
nisms," he said. 

"The exercise is aimed at
ensuring greater efficiency,
transparency, accuracy
and real-time monitoring
of operations," the LG
added.

"Census 2027 carries
special significance for the
UT in view of urban expan-
sion, migration trends, ex-
pansion of municipal juris-
dictions and evolving
developmental priorities.
It will generate reliable and
granular datasets essential
for evidence-based gover-
nance, targeted welfare de-
livery and long-term plan-

ning," he said.
Self-Enumeration period

from May 17 to May 31 will
collect information regard-
ing several key aspects of
the housing and conditions
of buildings. Questions in
this phase will cover as-
pects such as housing con-
ditions, household assets,
amenities and facilities, ac-
cess to sanitation and
drinking water, type of
construction, communica-
tion and transport facili-
ties, availability of electric-
ity and internet.

The second phase, which
is population enumeration,
will be conducted in Febru-
ary 2027 in normal areas
while in snow-bound and

non-synchronous areas of
Jammu & Kashmir will be
conducted earlier in Sep-
tember 2027 as per noti-
fied timelines with sepa-
rate operational
arrangements and logistics
planning. This phase will
collect demographic and
socio-economic informa-
tion relating to population,
age, gender, literacy, occu-
pation, migration, marital
status, disability, fertility
and other demographic in-
dicators.

Extensive preparatory
activities have already been
initiated across the Union
Territory in coordination
with the Office of the Regis

THE HAGUE, MAY 17:
Elevating their rela-
tionship to the strategic
partnership level fol-
lowing extensive talks
between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
his Dutch counterpart
Rob Jetten amid shift-
ing global geopolitics,
the two countries inked
17 agreements.

Modi began his two-day
visit to The Hague on Friday
as part of four-nation trip to
Europe that is aimed at
ramping up bilateral ties in
a range of key areas.

The two countries inked
17 agreements to boost co-
operation in defence, criti-
cal minerals and other key
sectors.

The agreements were
signed after a meeting be-
tween Modi and Rob Jetten.

The prime minister sug-
gested that there should be
convergence of the Nether-
lands' expertise and India's
"speed and skill" in every
sector.

"There has been signifi-

cant progress in India-
Netherlands ties in last one
decade," Modi said in his
televised opening remarks
during the talks with Dutch
PM Jetten.

Netherlands is one of In-
dia's largest trading destina-
tions in Europe, with bilat-
eral trade touching USD
27.8 billion in 2024-25. The
European nation is India's
fourth largest investor with
cumulative foreign direct in-
vestment of USD 55.6 bil-
lion.

In his remarks, the prime
minister said India consid-
ers the Netherlands among

its most important partners
as the historical and people
to people relations between
the two sides are "deep"
rooted.

"Democratic values, mar-
ket economy and responsi-
ble behavior are part of our
common approach. Our co-
operation in areas of Water,
healthcare and education
has been making the lives of
our people better," he said.

Modi also highlighted In-
dia's economic growth.

The prime minister sug-
gested that there should be
convergence of the Nether-
lands' expertise and India's

"speed and skill" in every
sector.

"We need to take our co-
operation in areas of inno-
vation, investment, sustain-
ability and defence to new
heights. Under this com-
mon vision, we are taking
India-Netherlands relations
to the level of strategic part-
nership," Modi said.

In his comments, Jetten
also highlighted various key
aspects of growing ties be-
tween the two countries and
announced elevating the re-
lations to the level of strate-
gic partnership.

Ahead of the bilateral
talks, PM Modi, along with
Jetten, interacted with
prominent CEOs of leading
Dutch companies across
various sectors such as en-
ergy, ports, health, agricul-
ture trade, and technology,
among others.

Modi invited Dutch com-
panies to explore opportu-
nities in India, particularly
in maritime, renewable en-
ergy, digital technologies, 

India, Netherlands elevating ties
to strategic partnership: Modi
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Ahead of the forthcoming
Shri Amarnathji Yatra,
Army organised a compre-
hensive training capsule for
Village Defence Groups
(VDGs) from Kabbi,
Gandhri, Khatter, Mughala
and Bhatni villages of Ram-
ban district.

The training was aimed at
enhancing local prepared-
ness, strengthening coordi-
nation with security forces
and fostering a secure envi-
ronment for the smooth
conduct of the annual pil

TAIPEI, (TAIWAN),
MAY 17: Even as Taiwan
enjoys the backing of the
US and EU, China has once
again blocked it from
global health forums.

"Taiwan has once again
been excluded from the
World Health Assembly
(WHA), marking the 10th
consecutive year that
Taipei has been denied
participation due to pres-
sure from China," reports
said.

The 79th WHA, the deci-
sion-making body of the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), is scheduled
to take place in Geneva.

Taiwanese Foreign Min-

ister Lin Chia-lung said
Taipei did not receive an
invitation to attend the
event, blaming China's po-
litical pressure for the con-
tinued exclusion.

Taiwan has long argued
that its absence from the
WHA weakens global
health cooperation, espe-
cially given its experience
in disease prevention and
public health manage-
ment.

Despite the United States
formally withdrawing from
the WHO earlier this year,
Washington reiterated its
support for Taiwan's inclu-
sion in international or-
ganisations.

A spokesperson for the
US Department of State
stated that Taiwan's
knowledge and resources
could contribute signifi-
cantly to addressing major
global challenges.

The US withdrawal from
the WHO followed re-
peated criticism by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who
accused the organisation
and WHO Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus of mishandling
the COVID-19 pandemic
and being overly influ-
enced by China.

Trump also alleged cor-
ruption within the WHO 

China blocks Taiwan from 
WHA despite US, EU backing

NEW DELHI, MAY 17:
President Droupadi Murmu
has promulgated an ordi-
nance increasing the num-
ber of judges in the
Supreme Court to 37 - ex-
cluding the Chief Justice of
India (CJI).

The gazette notification
stated the "Parliament is
not in session and the Presi-
dent is satisfied that the cir-
cumstances exist which ren-
der it necessary for her to
take immediate action".

The ordinance is called
the Supreme Court (Num-
ber of Judges) Amendment
Ordinance, 2026.

The ordinance was pro-

mulgated in accordance
with the powers of the Pres-
ident under Article 123 of
the Constitution. The ordi-
nance would be placed in
both Houses of the Parlia-
ment when it convenes. It
would cease to operate if six
weeks expire without any
resolution passed on it after

the reassembly of the Par-
liament or if resolutions are
passed in both Houses of
the Parliament disapprov-
ing the ordinance. The Pres-
ident could also withdraw
the ordinance at any time.

The current ordinance
has amended Section 2 of
the Supreme Court (Num-
ber of Judges) Act, 1956 to
replace the word 'thirty-
three' with 'thirty-seven'.

The promulgation has
happened nearly two weeks
after the Union Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal to in-
crease the number of
Supreme Court judges. 

Prez approves increasing SC
judge strength from 34 to 38
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Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Kavinder Gupta has
said that effective leader-
ship is not merely about
holding a position but
about carrying people
along, understanding the
needs of society and becom-
ing an instrument of posi-
tive change.

Addressing Club Leader-
ship Learning Seminar or-
ganised by Rotary District
here, he expressed satisfac-
tion over the participation
of representatives from
Jammu, Punjab, Himachal

Pradesh and Delhi, saying
that 'such turnout reflects a
deep commitment to ser-
vice, leadership and social
dedication'.

Commending Rotary In-
ternational's guiding prin-
ciple of 'Service Above Self',

Gupta described Rotary not
merely as an organisation
but as a global movement
devoted to humanitarian
service. 

He lauded Rotary's con-
tributions across education, 

Kavinder highlights role of civil 
society in nation-building

A truck today skidded
off the road near Nach-
lana in Banihal area of
Ramban district, result-
ing in the death of its dri-
ver.

According to officials,
the truck was on its way
from Jammu to Srinagar
when its driver lost con-
trol over it as a result of
which it plunged into
Bashlari nallah near
Nachlana.

The body of the driver
was shifted by rescuers to
a local hospital for
medico-legal formalities,
officials said.

Police had taken cog-
nizance of the incident.

An artillery shell was to-
day found and subse-
quently destroyed by secu-
rity forces in a forward
village in Jammu's Rajouri
district.

According to officials, lo-
cals in Dhanaka village of
Nowshera sub-sector spot-
ted the shell in the border
area and informed security
forces.

Soon thereafter, a joint
team of Army and police
rushed to the spot and cor-
doned off the area, officials 

NEW DELHI, MAY
17: Congress on Sunday
wrote to defence minister
Rajnath Singh opposing
the Great Nicobar Island
Project, calling it a "recipe
for ecological disaster" and
urging the government to
consider alternative de-
fence infrastructure pro-
posals with lower environ-
mental costs.

In his letter, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh ar-
gued that while strength-
ening India's strategic and
military capabilities was
essential, the Great Nico-

bar project in its current
form was being justified on
"overriding security con-
siderations" despite being
"essentially a commercial
venture" that could se-
verely damage the region's
fragile ecology and tribal
rights.

Sharing the letter on X,
the Congress leader said,
"After writing to the Union
minister of environment,
forests, & climate change
and the Union minister of
tribal affairs, I have written
to the Raksha Mantri on
the Great Nicobar Island

Project."
Ramesh, a former envi-

ronment minister, said the
government had issued a
press note titled 'The Great
Nicobar Island Project:
FAQs' on May 1. He
claimed the document pre-
sented a "completely false
picture" of the environ-
mental clearance process
and misrepresented com-
pliance with provisions of
the Forest Rights Act,
2006.

"On May 10, 2026, I had
written to the union minis

Congress opposes Nicobar 
project, writes to Def Min UNITED NATIONS,

MAY 17: Targeting com-
mercial shipping, endan-
gering civilian crew and im-
peding freedom of
navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz is "unacceptable",
India's Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Par-
vathaneni Harish has said.

Harish's remarks at a spe-
cial meeting of the United
Nations Economic and So-
cial Council (UNECOSOC)
on safeguarding energy and
supply flows came days af-
ter an India-flagged com-
mercial vessel came under
attack off the coast of
Oman.

Omani authorities res-

cued all 14 crew members of
the vessel sailing from So-
malia, but it was not imme-
diately known who carried
out the strike.

In a post on X, Mr. Harish
said that at the UNECOSOC
meeting, he shared India's
approach to the recent en-
ergy and fertiliser crisis
caused by the West Asia
conflict.

"A combination of short-
term and structural mea-
sures alongside interna-
tional cooperation are
essential to respond to the
crisis," he said.

"Reiterated that targeting
of commercial shipping, en-
dangering civilian crew and

impeding freedom of navi-
gation in the Strait of Hor-
muz, are unacceptable. In-
ternational law in this
regard must be fully re-
spected," he added.

The attack on the India-
flagged vessel on May 13
took place amid the fragile
situation in the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow water-
way close to the coast of
Oman through which
roughly one-fifth of the
world's energy supplies
pass.

It has been severely dis-
rupted by the conflict in
West Asia that started on
February 28, with the U.S. 

At UN, India flags concerns over
targeting of vessels in Hormuz

LG completes self-enumeration,
urges citizens to do their partA massive search oper-

ation was today launched
by security forces to track
down the terrorists said to
be operating in certain ar-
eas of Poonch district.

While searches contin-
ued for several hours,
forces could not find any
trace of terrorists, officials
said.

On May 12, forces had
foiled an infiltration bid
from Mankote area of
Mendhar, Poonch, and
killed a suspected Pak-
istani terrorist.

Why Isn’t PM Sacking Education Minister \Despite 
Repeated Paper Leaks, Asks Rahul
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NEW DELHI, MAY
17: CNG prices were hiked
by Re 1 per kg on Sunday,
the second increase in rates
in less than a week.

CNG now costs Rs 80.09
per kg in the national capi-
tal, according to In-
draprastha Gas Ltd, the
country's biggest city gas
firm.

The rate hike comes
within days of Rs 2 per kg
increase in rates on Thurs-
day.

Rates of gas piped to
household kitchens, called
piped natural gas, however,
remain unchanged.

IGL said, "The retail sell-
ing price of CNG has been
increased by Re 1/kg wef 6 

CNG prices 
hiked by Re 1
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JPDCL today said that in
view of the reduced water
discharge in the rivers of
Chenab basin, power gen-
eration had declined signif-
icantly, resulting in a
widened gap between
power availability and de-
mand. 

Consequently, several
areas of Jammu experi-
enced outages last night, it
said.

Jammu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited 

Power outages 
due to reduced water

discharge in 
Chenab: JPDCL
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Army conducts
training capsule

for VDGs
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Ladakh is all set to un-
dergo one of the biggest re-
forms, with LG Vinai Kumar
Saxena, approving the long-
pending wage rationalisa

Saxena approves
wage reforms 

for Ladakh 
daily wagers
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TEHRAN, MAY 17 :
Laying bare a deepening
diplomatic gridlock, reports
said the United States had
failed to make any concrete
concessions in its latest re-
sponse to Iran's proposed
agenda for negotiations to
end the war.

Dismantling the specifics
of Washington's diplomatic
framework, reports said
Washington had presented a
five-point list, which in-
cluded a demand for Iran to
keep only one nuclear site in
operation and transfer its
stockpile of highly enriched
uranium to the United

States.
Reports revealed a stark

financial impasse, noting
that the US also refused to
release "even 25 per cent" of
Iran's frozen assets abroad
or pay any reparations for
the damage inflicted on Iran
during the war, which broke
out on February 28.

Adding to the friction, the
reports added that the US
had conditioned the cessa-
tion of hostilities on all
fronts on the start of nego-
tiations.

Offering a scathing cri-
tique of the ongoing diplo-
matic back-and-forth, re-

ports said, "The United
States, offering no tangible
concessions, wants to ob-
tain concessions that it
failed to obtain during the
war, which will lead to an
impasse in the negotia-
tions."

In its proposal, Iran had
called for an end to the war
on all fronts, including Is-
rael's campaign in Lebanon,
as well as a halt to the US
naval blockade on Iranian
ports in place since April 13.

Seeking a total disman-
tling of Washington's eco-
nomic stranglehold, the 

US offers 'no tangible concessions'
to Iran's blueprint to end war
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The government has
withheld the salaries of four
additional district pro-
gramme coordinators (AD-
PCs)/assistant commission-
ers development (ACDs)
over poor performance in
the implementation of Ma-
hatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act during the first quar-
ter of 2026-27.

According to an order is-
sued by secretary, rural de-
velopment & panchayati raj,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, a
review of the district-wise
performance under MGN

Salaries of
4 ACDs withheld
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17 agreements inked

'Diplomatic deadlock'

'Recipe for ecological disaster'
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