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Sinha extends
Buddha Purnima
greetings

LG Manoj Sinha today
extended greetings to peo-
ple on the auspicious oc-
casion of Buddha Purn-
ima, which was being
observed on Friday.

"On the auspicious oc-
casion of Buddha Purn-
ima, I extend my greetings
& good wishes to all. The
timeless wisdom of Lord
Buddha, rooted in com-
passion, non?violence
and equality, continues to
illuminate humanity's
journey towards spiritual
salvation and lasting
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Earthquake of
magnitude 4.1
its Leh

An earthquake of magni-
tude 4.1 struck Ladakh on
Thursday, according to the
National Centre for Seis-
mology (NCS).

The epicentre was in
Leh, and the tremor was
recorded at 03:54:49 IST.

In a post on X, the NCS
said, EQ of M: 4.1, On:
30/04/2026 03:54:49 IST,
Lat: 36.722 N, Long:
74.456 E, Depth: 150 Km,
Location: Leh, Ladakh.

The quake occurred at a
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15-day extension
forfiling of APRs

The government today
granted a further 15-day
extension to employees to
file their Annual Property
Returns (APR) for 2025
through the property re-
turn system (PRS) portal.

According to an official
notification, the deadline
was extended as a last and
final opportunity for em-
ployees who had failed to
submit their returns
within the previously stip-
ulated timelines.

The notification stated
that despite earlier exten-
sions, a number of em-
ployees either failed to
register or did not com-
plete the submission
process on the PRS portal.
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Farooq asks
Pak to end
violence in J&K

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

Asserting that "enough is
enough", NC president Fa-
rooq Abdullah today said
that Pakistan should "call it a
day" and end the cycle of vio-
lence in Jammu and Kash-
mir.
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Rail expansion
accelerated after
Modi took over as

PM: Jitendra

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh today recalled
that although the first
train had reached Jammu
as early as 1972, it took
around 50 years for it to
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Jmu-Sgr Vande Bh_arat Exprefs flagg!ed off
Next target to link Rajouri-Poonch

to rall network: Vaishnaw

»Omar calls for inland dry
port to hoost exports

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

After flagging off the
Sirst direct Jaimmu-Sri-
nagar Vande Bharat
Express, Union Rail-
ways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw today an-
nounced that the next
target of the govern-
ment was to link the
hilly Rajouri & Poonch
districts in Jammu,
and Uri in the valley to
rail network. On the oc-
casion, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah called
Sor inland dry port to
boost exportsin J&K.

The direct train service
between Jammu & Srinagar
will reduce travel time be-
tween the twin capitals of
the UT of Jammu & Kash-
mir, and boost tourism, be-
sides providing an all-
weather surface transport
link.

.;\

"The government will fo-
cus on connecting the Ra-
jouri-Poonch region with
the rail network of the
country, besides working
on araillink to Uri," he said
while talking to reporters
after the flagging off cere-
mony.

"We will now focus on
connecting Poonch and Ra-
jouri with rail connectivity.
We will also take up a pro-
ject to connect Uri with the

train," he said.

Following the completion
of the ambitious Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla
Rail Link (USBRL), Vaish-
naw said detailed project
reports (DPRs) had been
prepared on projects to
connect the Poonch-Ra-
jouri region to the national
rail network and to extend
the railway line to Uri, a
border town in Baramulla
district of Kashmir.

Shah reaches Ladakh to attend
first-ever exp05|t|on of Buddha relics

LEH, APR 30: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
arrived in Ladakh today to
attend the first-ever inter-
national exposition of holy
relics of Lord Buddha in
India.

Shah was received by
Ladakh LGV K Saxena and
accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the Kushok
Bakula Rimpochee Airport
here. Senior officials of po-
lice and civil administra-
tion were also present.

During his two-day visit,
Shah will pay respect to the
sacred relics of Lord Bud-
dha on the Buddha Purn-
ima, which falls on Friday.

He will also lay founda-
tion stone for a 10 TLPD
(thousand litres per day)
capacity dairy plant in
Kargil and attend other
dairy-related pro-

al :
grammes. In an X post on
Wednesday, Shah said it
was a moment of profound
good fortune for him.

"It is a moment of pro
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In major reshuffle, govt orders
transfers, postings of 179 officers

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

In a major administrative
reshuffle, the government
today ordered the transfers
and postings of 179 officers,
mostly JKAS officers.

As per a GAD order, Asif
Hamid Khan, Member of
J&K Special Tribunal, is
transferred and posted as
secretary in Jal Shakti De-
partment.

Smita Sethi, Commis-
sioner, Food & Drug Ad-
ministration, J&K, is trans-
ferred and posted as

Managing Director, J&K
Housing Board.

Manzoor Ahmad Qadri,
Vice-Chairman, Lakes,
Conservation & Manage-
ment Authority, J&K, is
transferred and posted as
Managing Director, J&K Fi-

nancial Corporation,
against an available va-
cancy.

Mohammad Rafi, Vice-
Chairman, Srinagar Devel-
opment Authority, is trans-
ferred and posted as
Director General Libraries,
J&K.

Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza,
Managing Director, J&K
Housing Board, is trans-

ferred and posted as Mem-
ber, J&K Special Tribunal.

Rubina Kousar, Director
General, Libraries, J&K, is
transferred and posted as
Mission Director,
ICPS/Vatsalya, J&K,
against an available va-
cancy.

Mushtaq Ahmad, Addi-
tional Commissioner in the
office of Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu, is trans-
ferred and posted as Direc-
tor, Estates, Jammu.

Mukhtar Ahmed Chowd-
hary, Secretary, J&K Advi-
sory Board for Develop
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Omar chairs cabinet meet,
discusses governance pnorltle

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

Ahead of Darbar Move,
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah discussed gover-
nance priorities in the
Union Territory, besides
reviewing key development
initiatives, in a cabinet
meeting held here today.

This was the last cabinet
meeting chaired by Abdul-
lah in Jammu before mov-
ing offices to the summer
capital of Srinagar.

"The chief minister
chaired a cabinet meeting
in the morning in Jammu

to consider key develop-
ment initiatives and dis-
cuss governance priorities
for the coming period," of-
fice of the CM said in a post
onX.

The government has or-
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dered nearly 200 officers
and officials to remain sta-
tioned at the civil secre-
tariat in Jammu for the
suminer season.
Meanwhile, in a function
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"We will try to get work
started soon on these pro-
jects," he added.

On the Jammu-Srinagar
Vande Bharat Express, the
railway minister said 'itis a
major landmark achieve-
ment, which has become
the lifeline of Jammu and
Kashmir'.

"This train service is a
major landmark for people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
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2 killed in
factor
steamer blast

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

A juice factory steamer
exploded mid-repair, result-
ing in the death of two per-
sons and injuries to another
in Shopian district of Kash-
mir.

According to officials, the
blast took place at Aglar on
Wednesday night, injuring
three persons - Saurabh
Singh, Shiv Kumar and Raj
Kumar - who were repairing
the steamer.

They were rushed to hos-
pital where Saurabh suc-
cumbed to his injuries late
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ECI rolls out
QR code security

system

NEW DELHI, APR
30: The Election Commis—
sion of India (ECI) has un-
veiled a QR code-based
Photo Identity Card system
aimed at enhancing secu-
rity and preventing unau-
thorised access to vote
counting centres during
upcoming elections.

The new system will
come into effect on May 4,
2026, coinciding with the
counting of votes for the
Assembly elections in As-
sam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal and
Puducherry. It will also be
implemented during by-
elections in seven Assem

Cont. on P9 >

Have no faith
in exit
polls: Congress

NEW DELHI, APR 30:
Congress today dismissed
exit polls as unreliable, call-
ing them a "racket" and say-
ing most have lost credibil-
ity.

"I have no faith in exit
polls,” Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said, when
asked to comment on the
exit poll results. "Exit polls
are aracket," he said.

The Congress leader
questioned the methodol-
ogy behind such surveys,
saying polling had become
aroutine exercise with little
transparency.

He added that itisunclear
who conducts these polls or
what sample sizes they rely
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India known for IT, Pak for
nternatlonalterronsm Rajnath

NEW DELHI, APR
30: Delivering a sharp re-
buke over Pakistan's con-
tinued backing of terror-
ism, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh today said
that while both nations
gained independence to-
gether, India is today glob-
ally recognised for "Infor-
mation Technology",
whereas Pakistan has come
to be seen as the epicentre
of "International Terror-
ism", underscoring a hard-
ened shift in India's re-
sponse to cross-border
terror.

"Both, India and Pak-
istan attained indepen-
dence at the same time.
However, today India is
recognised globally for IT
i.e., 'Information Technol-
ogy', while Pakistan is re-
garded as the epicenter of
adifferent IT1.e., 'Interna-
tional Terrorism'', he said
while addressing National
Security Summit here.

In asharp articulation of
India's evolving security
doctrine, the defence minis-
ter asserted that Operation
Sindoor marks a decisive
shift from the earlier prac-
tice of limited diplomatic

il
responses to terror attacks,
underscoring the govern-
ment's resolve to confront
terrorism with firm and
calibrated military action.

He said that the opera-
tion highlighted India's tri-
service combat capability
and was executed and con-
cluded entirely on the na-
tion's own terms, sending
a clear global message of
strategic resolve and opera-
tional confidence.

"Operation Sindoor con-
veyed an unequivocal
global message that India
is no longer bound by the
old mindset of merely issu-
ing diplomatic statements
when terror attacks are
perpetrated on its soil, and
that Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi-led Gov-
ernment has moved be-
yond mere intent and
rhetoric by demonstrating

its unwavering commit-
ment through decisive ac-
tion," said Singh said in his
address.

"Terrorism emanates
from a distorted and per-
verse mindset. It casts a
dark stain on humanity.
The battle against terror-
ism is not merely a matter
of national security; it is,
fundamentally, a battle to
safeguard the core values
of humanity. It is a fight
against a barbaric ideology
that stands in direct opposi-
tion to every human value.
We have articulated this
Indian perspective, both
within the country and
abroad," said the Minister.

He added that as long as
terrorism exists, it will con-
tinue to challenge collec-
tive peace, development,
and prosperity. "Attempts
are made to justify terror-
ism by giving it a religious
colour or linking it to a vi-
olent ideology such as Nax-
alism. This is extremely
dangerous and, in a way,
provides cover fire to ter-
rorists so they can slowly
advance toward their goal.
Terrorism is not just an
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LG calls drug abuse form
of silent terrorism
Joins 'Drug-Free J&K Campalgn at Doda

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 30

LG Manoj Sinha, who to-
day joined the 'Drug-Free
J&K Campaign' at Doda in
Jammu region, called drug
abuse a form of silent ter-
rorism.

He also joined citizens
and officials in the 'padya-
tra' that was taken out on
the occasion to aware
masses about the bad ef-
fects of drugs.

"Narco-smuggling is no
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Iran vows to protect
huclear, missile capabilities

DUBAI, APR 3o0:
Iran's supreme leader said
Thursday that the Islamic
Republic will protect its
"nuclear and missile capa-
bilities" as a national asset,
likely seeking to draw a
hard line as US President
Donald Trump presses for
a wider deal to cement the
war's shaky three-week
ceasefire.

Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei maintained the
defiant tone he has struck
since taking over as
supreme leader following
the killing of his father in
the war's opening

airstrikes.

In a written statement
read by a state television
anchor, Khamenei - who
hasnotbeen seen in public
since becoming supreme
leader - said the only place
Americans belonged in the
Persian Gulf is "at the bot-
tom of its waters" and that a
"new chapter” was being
written in the region's his-
tory.

His remarks come as
Iran's oil industry is being
squeezed by a US Navy
blockade halting its oil
tankers from getting out to
sea. But the world economy

SHIMLA APR 30: Hi-
machal Pradesh Governor
Kavinder Gupta attended
'At Home' hosted by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Niwas,
Mashobra, here today.

The event witnessed the

presence of several digni-
taries, according to offi-
cials. Those present on the
occasion included Hi-
machal Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania,
Leader of Opposition Jai

is also under pressure as
Iran maintains its choke-
hold on the Strait of Hor-
muz, through which a fifth
of all crude oil is trans-
ported.

On Thursday, the global
benchmark for oil, Brent
crude, traded as high as
$126 a barrel.

That shock to oil supplies
and prices is putting pres-
sure on Trump, who on
Thursday floated a new
plan to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz.

Under the plan, the

United States would con
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Kavinder attends 'at home' hosted
by Prez at Rashtrapatl leas

Pubhc

Ram Thakur,
Works Minister Vikrama-
ditya Singh, senior officers
of the state government
and other prominent per-
sons. The governor was ac-
companied by his wife

Bindu Gupta.
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