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. hdia Remains Resolute To Defeat TerrorismIn

All Forms: Prez On Pahalgam Attack Anniversary

Sinha pays
tributes to
Pahalgam terror

attack victims

LG Manoj Sinha today
paid tributes to the civil-
ians who were martyred
in the Pahalgam terror at-
tack on April 22 last year.

"Humble tributes to the
innocent souls who lost
their lives in the gruesome
terror attack at Pahalgam
on this day in 2025. Their
memory endures indelibly
in our hearts. My thoughts
and prayers are with their
families," he said in a
statement.
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IPS officer
appointed SSB
commandant on
deputation

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has appointed AG-
MUT cadre IPS officer
Ashish Kumar Mishra as
commandant  (general
duty) in Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) on deputation.

As per an official memo-
randum, the competent
authority has approved his
appointment under the
usual terms and conditions
of deputation, and he has
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JKBOSE
declares class
12 result

The J&K Board of
School Education today
declared the class 12 re-
sult for summer zone
schools of Jammu divi-
sion.

As per official statistics,
atotal of 39,309 students
appeared in the examina-
tion (20,376 boys &
18,933 girls). Out of them,
35,299 (18,117 boys &
17,182 girls) qualified,
registering an overall pass
percentage of 89.79, ano-
table improvement than
the previous year pass
percentage of 75.95.

The performance of
girls has once again sur-
passed that of boys. The
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Air China
resumes
Delhi-Beijing
flight

BELJING, Apr 22

Air China has resumed its
non-stop  Delhi-Beijing
flight, reconnecting the
flight services between the
two capitals.

With the resumption of
the Delhi-Beijing flight, air
connectivity between sev-
eral cities of the two coun-
tries, disrupted since 2020
due to COVID-19 and then
the military standoff in
Eastern Ladakh, has been
restored.

Air China has resumed
non-stop flights connecting
Beijing and Delhi on Tues-
day, the airline said on its
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Jitendra
launches medical
guide book

NEW DELHI, APR
22 : Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh today cau-
tioned that while aware-
ness about diet and
lifestyle diseases such as
diabetes and obesity was
essential, equal attention
must be given to checking
the spread of misinforma-
tion and disinformation
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Pahalgam attack anniversary

India won't bow to any form
of terror, says PM Modi

NEW DELHI, APR 22: On the
anniversary of Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, in which 25 Hindu
holidayers & a local were
gunned down by terrorists,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today reaffirmed India's com-
mitment to fight terrorism and
said that India would never
bow to any form of terror.

"As a nation, we stand united in
grief and resolve. India will never bow
to any form of terror. The heinous de-
signs of terrorists will never succeed,"
he said.

"Remembering the innocent lives
lost in the gruesome Pahalgam terror
attack on this day last year. They will
never be forgotten. My thoughts are
also with the bereaved families as
they cope with this loss," the PM said
in a poston X.

The dastardly attack by Pakistan-
based Laskar-e-Taiba terror outfit in
Pahalgam's Baisaran meadow had left
26 people, 25 of them Hindu tourists,
dead and triggered a four-day mili-
tary conflict with Pakistan after In-
dian armed forces retaliated with Op-
eration Sindoor targeting terror
infrastructure inside Pakistan and
PoJK.

Army had reaffirmed its steely re-

z e/
solve to fight against terrorism, mak-
ing it clear that for acts against India,
"the response is assured".

Paying tribute to the victims, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu said 'the coun-
try remains resolute in its determina-
tion to defeat terrorism everywhere
in all its forms.'

"The tragic loss of innocent lives in
that heinous act remains etched in
our collective memory. I express my
deepest condolences to the bereaved
families. The entire nation stands
with them. Such acts of terror cannot
deter our unwavering commitment to
peace & unity," she said.

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan
said such acts of brutality can never
shake the country's resolve to uphold

‘Land Jihad' will

peace, unity, and the enduring values
of humanity.

"We remain firm in our determina-
tion to combat terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations," he said.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said India would continue its zero-tol-
erance policy against terrorism and
those who harbour it.

"Terrorism is the greatest enemy of
humanity, against which we must
stand united to fight and defeat. In-
dia will continue its zero-tolerance
policy against terrorism and those
who harbourit," he said.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said the nation would not forget the
victims and underscored the govern-
ment's strong response to terrorism.

"We will never forget those wounds
inflicted on our nation. India has en-
dured decades of cross-border terror,
but today our response is firm, deci-
sive and unwavering. Through deter-
mined action, we have demonstrated
that any attempt to harm our people or
disrupt our unity will be met with
strength and clarity," he said.

Union minister Nitin Gadkari said
the country stands united in remem-
brance and solidarity with the victims'
families. "As a nation, India stands
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Kashmir has

‘Love Jihad',

end after May 4 in WB: Shah

SAPTAGRAM, APR
22: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah today launched
a sharp attack on West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee-led state
government, asserting that
once the BJP comes to
power, issues like "Love Ji-
had" and "Land Jihad"
brewing in the state under
"TMC ruling" would come
toanend.

"Farmers and state gov-
ernment employees will
benefit from the schemes
which will be put in place
by BJP after coming to
power," he said while ad-
dressing a public meeting

at Saptagram

"Both Love Jihad and
Land Jihad will come to an
end. Government employ-
ees will get the benefits of
the 7th Pay Commission
and DA. Farmers will be
given Rs 9,000 instead of
Rs 6,000 under the Kisan
Samman Nidhi. Pensions
for widows, senior citizens,

and the disabled will be set
at Rs 2,000. The BJP will
also work to free us from
the syndicate," he said.

Referring to Congress
president  Mallikarjun
Kharge's "terrorist re-
mark", Shah said, "Kharge
says Modi is a terrorist.
Shame on you, the man
who devoted his entire life
to ending terrorism, you
call him a terrorist. The
public will settle the full
account.”

Once again raking up the
infiltration issue, Shah
said, "Modi has freed this
country from terrorism
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Apex Court raps Mamata
Banerjee over I-PAC raid

NEW DELHI, APR
22: The Supreme Court of
India on Wednesday
slammed West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
for her interruption of an
ED raid at I-PAC's co-
founder Pratik Jain's home
in January.

"This is, per se, an action
by an individual who hap-
pens to be the CM who has
used the entire system to
put democracy in jeop-
ardy," the top court told
Banerjee after stating that
a chief minister of any state
cannot storm the premises

in the midst of an investiga-
tion.

In a March hearing, the
Supreme Court had stated
that the TMC supremo's in-
terference in the ED raid
was "not a happy situa-
tion."

The ED raid, held in Jan-
uary over allegations of
money laundering, became
a political flashpoint after
Banerjee stormed into
Jain's residence during the
raid. The central agency
has alleged that the TMC
leader removed key evi-
dence from thesite.

The Supreme Court's
hearing also comes at a
time when West Bengal
prepares to go to the polls.
The eastern state is set to
vote in two phases on April
23 and April 29. The main
contest for the state assem-
bly is between the ruling
Trinamool Congress and
the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

The matter was heard by
a bench of Justices PK
Mishra and NV Anjaria.
During the hearing, the
bench stated that such ac
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India dominates world's
hottest cities list

NEW DELHI, APR
22: India is currently at the
epicentre of a global heat
surge, with 19 of the
world's 20 hottest loca-
tions recorded within the
country.

The India Meteorological
Department has warned
that heatwave conditions
are likely to persist from
April 22 to April 24, with
maximum temperatures
expected to climb further-
touching up to 43°Cin sev-
eral regions.

The list has seven cities
from Bihar, two from

Odisha, eight from West
Bengal and two from Uttar
Pradesh, according to data
released by AQIL.
Bhagalpur in Bihar,
Talcher in Odisha and
Asansol in West Bengal
topped the list, with 44 de-

grees Celsius.
Cities at 43°C, included
Begusarali, Motihari,

Munger, Bhojpur, and Si-
wan, along with parts of
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal. Lumbini in
Nepal was the only non-In-
dian location in the top 20,
reports India Today.

Delhi, Rajasthan not among top 20

Meanwhile, parts of
southern and northeastern
India are experiencing
moisture and thunder-
storms, highlighting a
sharp contrast in weather
patterns across the coun-
try.

Experts warn that this
clustering of extreme tem-
peratures signals rising cli-
mate variability. With a
majority of the world's
hottest cities now in India,
the intensity and frequency
of heatwaves appear to be
increasing.
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remained resilient
in pursuit of
peace: Azad
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Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 22

Veteran political leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad today
remembered the victims of
the Pahalgam terror attack
onits first anniversary, pay-
ing tributes to those killed
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India stands
unbroken against
terrorism: Kharge

2 Dis

NEW DELHI, APR
22: On the first anniver-
sary of the Pahalgam terror
attack, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday said the spirit
of India stands unbroken
and united against every
act of terrorism.

The Congress chief paid
tributes to those killed in
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Nepal home
minister resigns

KATHMANDU, APR
22: Nepal Home Minister,
Sudan Gurung, on Wednes-
day resigned from his post,
citing moral responsibility
and the need for a fair inves-
tigation into concerns raised
over his financial holdings.

In a Facebook post an-
nouncing his resignation,
Gurung said he had taken
public criticism seriously
and chose to step down to
uphold ethical standards in
publiclife.

"I, Sudan Gurung, have
been performing my duties
as the Home Minister with
utmost honesty since
Chaitra 13, 2082 (March 26,
2026). Recently, I have
taken the questions, com
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Industrial revolution living
symbol of new era in J&K LG

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 22

Stating that under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi a new
destiny had been written for
the UT, LG Manoj Sinha to-
day said that industrial rev-
olution in Jammu & Kash-
mir was the living symbol of
new era in the region.

"The changed atmos-
phere in the Union Terri-
tory, reflects the sustained
efforts of PM Modi, under
whose leadership a new
destiny has been written for
Jammu & Kashmir and his
vision has turned the dream
of a prosperous UT into real-
ity," he said in his address
after inaugurating
Eveready Industries India
Limited's new industrial
unitat Samba near here.

The plant established
with an investment of Rs
200 cr, will create local jobs,
boost ancillary units, sup-
pliers, and  service
providers, promote skill de-
velopment, generate oppor-
tunities for women, and
make a significant contribu-
tion to the economic devel-
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opment of Jammu & Kash-
mir.

"Across Jammu, Samba,
Kathua and many parts of
the valley, the industrial
revolution we are witness-
ing today is a living symbol
of new era for Jammu &
Kashmir. In the past five
years, the scale of industrial
development has moved
beyond mere economic fig-
ures and become the most
powerful medium of trans-
formation across the Union
Territory," the LG said.

"Establishing this es-
teemed company's plant is
alandmark moment for the
entire Jammu and Kash-
mir. It signals readiness to
embrace opportunity, serve
the nation and light the way
to the future. It also reflects
strong confidence in the im-

m | |
mense potential of Jammu
and Kashmir," he added.

Sinha shared significant
figures to highlight indus-
trial transformation of
Jammu & Kashmir after the
launch of New Industrial
Policy in 2021.

In financial year 2025 26
alone, Jammu & Kashmir
attracted investment of Rs
5,824 cr, more than 13
times the average invest-
ment recorded before 2021.
In FY 2022-23 investment
was Rs 2,153 cr,in 2023-24
Rs 3,389 cr,and in 2024-25
Rs 4,145 cr. In addition, half
the preliminary work was
already completed on 312
units worth Rs 7,864 cr,
with production expected to
begin in FY 2026 27.
Jammu & Kashmir has also
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Taking names of politicians doesn't
absolve Yasin Malik: NIA to HC

NEW DELHI, APR 22: NIA today
told the Delhi High Court that taking
names of senior politicians and bureau-
crats does not absolve Yasin Malik or
negate his links with terrorists like Hafiz

Saeed.

The NIA filed a rejoinder to Malik's re-
ply to its plea for enhancing his life sen-
tence in a terror-funding case to death
penalty and asserted that the Jammu and

Kashmir Liberation Front

was "well connected with multiple terrorist
organisations and with supporters of the
terrorist outfit LeT" and that he dropped
names of senior politicians, media person-
nel, foreign delegates and bureaucrats to
gain popularity and draw public sympa-

thy.

The NIA stated that Mailk cannot be per-
mitted to "revisit" the matter when the

tions.

charges against him have already culmi-
nated into his conviction and ample op-
portunity was given to him to raise objec-

A bench of justices Navin Chawla and

Ravidner Dudeja took the NIA's rejoinder

(JKLF) chief

on record and listed the agency's appeal
for hearing on July 21.

The bench also told Malik, who was virtu-
ally appearing from Tihar jail, that a copy of
the rejoinder would be supplied to him
through thejail authorities.

In his reply filed to the NIA's appeal, Ma-
lik had earlier said that he spent nearly
three decades as a key figure in a state-
sanctioned "backchannel” mechanism,
working with a succession of prime min-

isters, intelligence chiefs, and even busi-

Kashmir.

ness tycoons to foster peace in Jammu and
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West Bengal all set to go
for polls in first phase

NEW DELHI, APR
22: West Bengal, where
campaigning ended for the
first phase of elections yes-
terday, is all set to go for
polls on 152 seats out of
294 on Thursday.

Elaborate security
arrangements had been
put in place to avoid any
untoward incident on the
occasion. More than 3.60
cr voters, including nearly
1.75 cr women, are eligible
to cast their votes.

The contest will largely
be about deciding the elec-
toral fate of the ruling Tri-
namool Congress led by

Mamata Banerjee and its
main challenger, BJP.

The second phase of elec-
tions for the remaining 142
seats would be held on
April 29.

In the first phase, which
covers 16 districts, elec-
tions would be held on 54
Assembly seats in north
Bengal districts like Dar-
jeeling, Kalimpong, Jal-
paiguri, Alipurduar, Cooch
Behar, North Dinajpur,
South Dinajpur and Malda.

The remaining 98 As-
sembly seats falls in dis-
tricts like Murshidabad,
East Midnapore, West

Midnapore, Jhargram, Pu-
rulia, Bankura, West Bard-
haman and Birbhum.

Thursday's vote will be
an acid test for the BJP, as
the party stalwarts, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, and Union De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh, are highly confident
of winning the Bengal As-
sembly elections.

"We are expecting an un-
expected result in eight
north Bengal districts. Bar-
ring a few seats, we will win
most of the 54 constituen
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Iran seizes 3rd container ship in
Hormuz after Trump extends ceasefire

TEHRAN/WASHING-
TON, APR 22: Iran's Rev-
olutionary Guards today
seized three ships attempt-
ing to cross the Strait of
Hormuz as US President
Donald Trump extended a
temporary ceasefire be-
tween both countries.

The IRGC in a statement
earlier in the day confirmed
the seizure of two ships.

"The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps naval
force this morning identi-
fied and stopped in the
Strait of Hormuz two vio-
lating ships," the Guards
said in a statement.

"The two offending

ships... were seized by the
IRGC's naval forces and di-
rected to the Iranian coast."
They identified one ship
as "MSC-FRANCESCA",
which they said belonged
"to the Zionist regime" in
reference to Israel, and the
other as "EPAMINON-
DAS", which they said was
"tampering with navigation
systems and jeopardising
maritime security."
Iranian media later re-
ported IRGC's naval forces
have attacked a third vessel
called the Euphoria. They
said the vessel had become
"stranded" on the Iranian
coast, without elaborating.

The attacks came after
US President Donald
Trump said the country has
indefinitely extend the
ceasefire with Iran, which
had been due to expire on
Wednesday, to give Tehran
time to come up with a
"unified proposal" ahead of
possible negotiations. Iran
has offered no formal ac-
knowledgment of Trump's
ceasefire extension.

The British military's
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations center
said the first attack hap-
pened around 7:55 am in
the strait and targeted a
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