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NOWSHERA, APRIL
18: Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Choudhary, today
continued his extensive
public outreach programme
across Nowshera, holding a
series of public interaction
sessions and inspections to
address the public issues
and concerns and review
the ongoing development
works.

During the outreach pro-
gramme, the Deputy Chief
Minister visited Panchayat
Chowki, Handan, Kalsian,
Langer, Panchayat
Bhawani, Janghar, Laroka,

Killa Darhal and Lamberi,
where he interacted with
the local residents and met
various public delegations.

At these locations, several

delegations called on the
Deputy Chief Minister,
highlighting the local con-
cerns and developmental
needs. He assured them of

timely and amicable resolu-
tion of their genuine issues.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter listened to their griev-
ances and demands besides
seeking feedback on imple-
mentation of development
works in their respective ar-
eas. He assured them that
their issues would be taken
up with the concerned au-
thorities for a speedy re-
dress.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter also reviewed the
progress of the ongoing de-
velopment works at Langer
Dhanaka. He stressed strict
adherence to the set quality
standards and directed the
officials to ensure timely
completion of all the pro-
jects.

Earlier, he inspected the
Bharat Gas Agency at Now-
shera to assess service deliv-
ery and operational effi-
ciency. He laid emphasis on
ensuring uninterrupted and
timely LPG supply while
maintaining transparency
and enhancing consumer
satisfaction.

Reiterating the Govern-
ment’s commitment to
grassroots engagement, the
Deputy Chief Minister said
that such outreach pro-
grammes are vital for
strengthening the public
trust and ensuring that de-
velopment initiatives are
aligned with the needs and
aspirations of the people.

Dy CM convenes public outreach programme in
Nowshera; assures swift redress of public issues

ANANTNAG, APRIL
18: To evaluate the progress
and impact of the ongoing
100 day intensive campaign
under Nasha Mukt J&K Ab-
hiyaan, Commissioner Sec-
retary Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs,
Saurabh Bhagat, who is also
the District Mentor for
Anantnag, today virtually
held a comprehensive meet-
ing with the concerned offi-
cers of the district.

The meeting mainly fo-
cused on outcome-driven
initiatives and was attended
by Deputy Commissioner,
Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat,
SP, Sunny Gupta , SDMs,
ACD, CMO, College Princi-
pals, DSWO and other offi-
cials.

Expressing satisfaction on
progress of the district, the
Commissioner Secretary
emphasized that the cam-
paign must focus on the tan-
gible outcomes through a
multi pronged and holistic

approach. He called for
proper identification, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of
the victims on scientific lines
while strictly maintaining
their privacy. 

He directed the CMO to
analyze drug use pattern,
specifically class and intake
route of drugs, to ensure tar-
geted interventions are
made by the authorities. He
further stressed the need for
a robust follow-up system to
prevent relapse in recovered
victims.

The Commissioner Secre-
tary issued directions that
teachers and other officials
be trained as professional
counselors to mentor the
vulnerable students and
specifically reach out to
school dropouts. 

He further called for tough
action on cannabis cultiva-
tion belts and intensified
surveillance in tourist areas
and hotels to break the sup-
ply chain. 

To create a strong deter-
rent, law enforcement agen-
cies must impart wide pub-
licity to the legal actions
such as seizures, arrests and
property attachments
through print and social me-
dia, he remarked.

During the session, the
Commissioner Secretary
noted that the success sto-
ries of recovered victims and
testimonials of their par-
ents, on voluntary basis, be
shared through social media
and other platforms, to in-

spire hope and change
within the community.

Earlier, the Deputy Com-
missioner provided a com-
prehensive briefing on the
district's multi-pronged ap-
proach, which included dis-
trict, department and Pan-
chayat-level action plans. He
highlighted the success of
awareness rallies, sports ac-
tivities and the active in-
volvement of influencers
and religious leaders who
are using their platforms to
denounce drug abuse.

The district has also prior-
itized the sensitization of tu-
ition centers and the moni-
toring of courier services to
prevent the illicit transport
of substances while main-
taining a close vigil on
hotspots via CCTV surveil-
lance and regular raids. Be-
sides, identification, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of
victims through DDAC and
ATF also featured in DCs
briefing.

SP updated on enforce-
ment efforts including
seizures, convictions and the
attachment of properties be-
longing to drug suppliers
and peddlers.

Concluding the meeting,
the Commissioner Secretary
asked the DC to explore the
establishment of a larger
and augmented Drug De-
addiction Centre (DDAC) to
cater to the treatment and
rehabilitation of possibly
higher number of identified
victims in future.

Adopt outcome driven approach: Bhagat tells officials
during Anantnag 100 day Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyaan
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In a continued push to-
wards strengthening urban
infrastructure, Jammu West
MLA Arvind Gupta today in-
augurated lane and drain
development works in Ward
No. 39 of the Jammu West
Assembly Constituency,
with an estimated project
cost of Rs 45 lakh.

The works have been
taken up to address long-
standing civic concerns in
the locality, particularly is-
sues related to damaged
lanes, poor drainage, and
waterlogging. The upgraded
infrastructure is expected to
significantly improve sani-
tation, ensure smooth
movement within the area,
and enhance the overall
quality of life for residents.

Speaking at the event,
Arvind Gupta reiterated his
commitment to holistic de-
velopment and responsive
governance. 

He stated that the project
reflects the government’s fo-
cus on strengthening basic
infrastructure at the grass-
roots level. “This facility will
provide convenience and
dignity to the local residents.
We are continuously work-
ing to upgrade civic ameni-
ties and ensure that every lo-
cality in Jammu West

witnesses visible develop-
ment,” he said.

Arvind Gupta said, “Infra-
structure development at
the ward level is the founda-
tion of a modern and pro-
gressive city. Projects like
these directly impact the
daily lives of people by en-
suring cleaner surround-
ings, better connectivity, and
improved public health. We
are committed to ensuring
that no area in Jammu West
is left behind in terms of basic
amenities.”

He added, “Our approach
is people-centric, and every
project is planned keeping in
mind the genuine needs of
the residents. I have directed
the concerned departments
to maintain high standards
of quality and ensure timely
completion of all works.

Public feedback remains
crucial, and we will continue
to engage with residents to
identify and resolve their
concerns effectively.”

Reaffirming his commit-
ment, Arvind Gupta said
that a series of developmen-
tal works are being executed
across the constituency, fo-
cusing on roads, drainage,
sanitation, and other essen-
tial services to create a
cleaner, healthier, and more
livable Jammu West.

He further emphasized
that several similar projects
are in the pipeline and will
be executed in a phased
manner to ensure compre-
hensive development across
the constituency.

The inauguration cere-
mony witnessed the pres-
ence of BJP State Treasurer

Prabhat Singh, Mandal
President Kushant Prajap-
ati, General Secretary Mohit
Vaid, along with officials
from the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC), includ-
ing Executive Engineer Sahil
Arora, Assistant Executive
Engineer (AEE), Junior En-
gineer (JE), and the contrac-
tor associated with the pro-
ject. A large number of local
residents and party workers
were also present on the oc-
casion.

Local residents expressed
their appreciation for the
initiative, noting that the
works would resolve persis-
tent issues and bring much-
needed relief. The MLA also
directed the concerned offi-
cials to ensure quality execu-
tion and timely completion
of the project.

MLA Arvind brings big relief to Ward 39
with new lane & drain works
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In a significant commu-
nity outreach under the
100-Day Mission Mode
campaign of the Nasha
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir
Abhiyan, the District Ad-
ministration Bandipora on
Saturday took the fight
against drug abuse to the
grassroots by organising a
“Dosti Discussion” at
Higher Secondary School
Aragam, focusing on the
transformative role of peer
groups in preventing sub-
stance abuse among youth.

Saturday’s session at HSS
Aragam marks the begin-
ning of a district-wide se-
ries. The District Adminis-
tration has planned “Dosti
Discussions” across every
High and Higher Secondary
School in Bandipora during
the 100-day campaign, en-
suring that no school and no
student is left out of the con-
versation.

The session witnessed ac-
tive participation from stu-
dents, parents, and local
residents, setting a tone that
was less of administrative
instruction and more of col-
lective dialogue.

Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal

Chib administered the anti-
drug pledge and engaged in
an open and candid interac-
tion with the audience.

She listened attentively to
public concerns, assured
administrative support, and
went a step further by shar-
ing her personal contact de-
tails, encouraging people to
report drug peddling, seek
help for affected individu-
als, or offer suggestions.

“The time for action has
come,” the DC said, stress-
ing that drug abuse is no
longer an individual issue

but a societal emergency re-
quiring a unified response.

The DC urged the com-
munity to display anti-drug
messages prominently at
mosques, schools, and other
public spaces, and called
upon families, educational
institutions, religious bod-
ies, and youth organisations
to actively contribute to the
campaign.

Highlighting the role of
families, the DC empha-
sised the need for parents to
invest time in their children,
foster discipline at home,

and remain actively in-
volved in shaping their be-
haviour. 

She also advocated
greater youth participation
in sports, libraries, co-cur-
ricular activities, and gov-
ernment initiatives like Mis-
sion YUVA, presenting
these as constructive path-
ways that reduce vulnera-
bility to substance abuse.

The DC also cautioned
against measuring student
potential solely through
academic performance, un-
derscoring that holistic de-

velopment is key to nurtur-
ing confident and capable
individuals.

The District Administra-
tion reiterated its zero-tol-
erance approach, stating
that strict action will be
taken against those in-
volved in drug peddling, re-
inforcing that community
engagement and enforce-
ment will go hand in hand.

Principal, HSS Aragam,
Mohammad Syed Mir, de-
scribed the occasion as a
historic step for Aragam, a
community, he said, con-
sciously moving towards a
drug-free Jammu & Kash-
mir.

Bandipora launches ‘Dosti Discussion Series'
across schools to combat Drug Abuse
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