SC dismisses
PIL for compulsory
voting

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to en-
tertain a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) seeking
directions to make voting
compulsory in India, ob-
serving that such a man-
date falls within the "policy
domain" and cannot be is-
sued by the judiciary.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and Vipul M Pan-
choli asked petitioner
Ajay Goel to approach the
relevant stakeholders
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GST Tribunal
appeal deadline
extended

The government has ex-
tended the deadline for fil-
ing appeals before the GST
Appellate Tribunal to make
the process easier for tax-
payers.

As per a notification is-
sued by the finance depart-
ment, taxpayers who re-
ceived appealable orders
before April 1, 2026, can
now file their appeals till
June 30, 2026.

For orders issued on or
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6 held with
13 kg charas

A drug racket was today
busted by police in Kash-
mir's Anantnag district
with the arrest of six ped-
dlers and recovery of over
13 kg of charas.

According to officials,
the success was achieved
in multiple operations
carried out across the dis-
trict, leading to the regis-
tration of five cases, arrest
of six drug peddlers, and
recovery of a significant
quantity of contraband
substances.

Cops from Srigufwara
police station conducted a
raid at the residence of
Nisar Ahmad Nadaf of
Dachigam, and recovered
approximately two kgs of
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RS reconstitutes
panel of

vice-chairpersons

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
Rajya Sabha on Thursday
reconstituted its panel of
vice-chairpersons, nomi-
nating six members drawn
from the BJP, Congress,
ATADMK, and BJD, with ef-
fect from April 15.

The reconstituted panel
comprises Dinesh Sharma,
S Phangnon Konyak, and
Ghanshyam Tiwari from the
BJP; Phulo Devi Netam
from the Congress; M.
Thambidurai from the
ATADMK; and Sasmit Patra
from the BJD.

Members of the panel are
called upon to preside over
the House when both the
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LeT co-founder
injured in attack

LAHORE, APR 16:
Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba terror group's co-
founder Amir Hamza suf-
fered bullet injuries in an
attack by motorcycle-
borne unidentified gun-
men in Lahore on Thurs-
day, police said.

Hamza is regarded as
LeT's second most impor-
tant terrorist after its chief
Hafiz Saeed, who has
been in Lahore's Kot
Lakhpat Jail since 2019
after getting convicted for
several years in terror fi-

nancing cases.
According to police,
unidentified  gunmen

opened fire on the vehicle
Cont. on P9 >
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NEW DELHI, APR 16:
Participating in the de-
bate on three Bills to
advance the implemen-
tation of women's
reservation in Lok
Sabha and state as-
semblies to 2029,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi today cau-
tioned the Opposition
that women were
watching all members
and would not forget
"ill intentions" aimed
at stalling women's
quota.

He urged the opposition
not to give a political colour
to the government's bills
for implementation of the
women's reservation law
and cautioned that they
should be mindful that
those who had opposed this
in the past had suffered
badly in elections.

Allaying fears on delimi-
tation, the prime minister
assured that no injustice
would be done to any state -
from east to west and north
to south.

Intervening in the debate

Quota, Delimitation Bills

Back them orface women's

[ &

in Lok Sabha on the three
bills moved to amend the
women's quota law and set
up a delimitation commis-
sion, Modi said if all sides
support the bills, it will not
go in favour of politics of
any one side but would be
in favour of the country.
"Since women's reserva-
tion came into discussion,
those who opposed this in
the past, were not forgiven
by the women of the coun-
try and they ended up badly
in the elections that fol-
lowed," Modi, who spoke
on the first day of the spe-
cial session of the Parlia-

ic Modi to Op

ment, said, pushing for all
parties to "collectively" en-
sure the passage of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
or The Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-
eighth Amendment) Bill,
2023.

The Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill to tweak
the women's quota law was
introduced in Lok Sabha
after a division of votes.

Two ordinary bills - the
Delimitation Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill to im-
plement the proposed
amended women's quota

'No reservation to Muslims'
Quota on hasis of religion
unconstitutional: Amit Shah

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Thursday that
Muslims will not be given
reservation on the basis of
religion as such a quota
would be unconstitutional.

During a fiery 40-minute
debate, following which
three bills were introduced
in the Lok Sabha for
amendment of the women's
quota law and to set up a
delimitation commission,
he said a caste census
would be carried out along
with population enumera-
tion during the ongoing
census exercise.

ing reservation to Muslim
women on the basis of reli-
gion does not even arise.
Our Constitution does not
allow at all to give reserva-
tion on the basis of religion.
I want to make it clear our
government's resolve that

Muslims will not be given
reservation on the basis of
religion. Such reservation is
unconstitutional," a com-
bative Shah said after the
Samajwadi Party's Akhilesh
Yadav and Dharmendra
Yadav spoke in favour of
giving a quota to Muslims.
The home minister said
the Samajwadi Party mem-
bers were saying that they
would place the demand for
a caste census but he would
like to inform them that the
government had already
taken a decision to carry out
the caste census and it
Cont.on P9 >

True intent of Bills brought by
govt mischievous: Cong

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
Congress on Thursday said
the true intent of the bills
being brought by the gov-
ernment in the garb of im-
plementing women's quota
law is "mischievous" and
they have to be rejected
completely in their present
shape and form.

After a meeting of INDIA
bloc leaders ahead of Par-
liament proceedings, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the Opposition
will not allow Parliament to
be hijacked by flawed de-
limitation bills disguised as
women's reservation.

"We stand united and

will fight this devious as-
sault on our Democracy
with all our strength,"
Kharge said on X.

The way delimitation has
actually been done in As-
sam and Jammu and Kash-
mir shows how "diaboli-
cally the Modi-Shah duo
work" he said. "The true in-
tent of these Bills is mis-
chievous, their content de-
vious, and their damage
enormous. They have to be
rejected completely in their
present shape and form,"
Ramesh asserted.

"The Opposition demand
is simple: Reserve one-
third of the current

strength of the Lok Sabha
of 543 for women along
with reservation for women
belonging to SC, ST, and
OBC communities," he
said.

This was the Opposition's
position in 2023 and this
continues to be the position
even now, he added.

"This is true power-shar-
ing and vastly more democ-
ratic and in keeping with
Constitutional values and
principles," Ramesh said.

His remarks came as the
government has listed
three bills for introduction
in Lok Sabha on Thursday
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India, Austria condemn Pahalgam
attack, Red Fort terror incident

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
India and Austria called for
decisive and concerted in-
ternational efforts to com-
bat terrorism during the
visit of Austrian Chancellor
Christian Stocker to India.
The two sides condemned
the heinous Pahalgam ter-
ror attack and the Red Fort
terror incident, which took
place in the national capi-
tal, and underlined the
need for cooperation to
counter violent radicalisa-
tion and extremism.

The details were shared
by MEA Secretary (West)
Sibi George while address-
ing a special media briefing

on the official visit of the
Austrian Chancellor to In-
dia here in the national
capital on Thursday.

Ambassador George said
that the leaders also wel-
comed the signing of a Let-
ter of Intent for enhancing
cooperation between India
and the EU in areas of
counter-terrorism  and
counter-radicalisation.

He said, "Both sides cate-
gorically and unequivocally
condemned terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions, including cross-bor-
der terrorism. The leaders
welcomed the signing of
the 'Letter of Intent' (LoI)

to set up a joint working
group on counter terror-
ism, which will serve as a
platform to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation in
counter-terrorism and also
counter  radicalisation
through information,
knowledge sharing and ca-
pacity building within the
appropriate multilateral
fora in the framework of
the respective collabora-
tion between India and the
European Union."

He added, "The leaders
condemned in  the
strongest terms the terror-
ist attacks in Pahalgam last
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law in Union territories of
Delhi, Puducherry and
Jammu and Kashmir -
were also introduced in the
House.

In his remarks, Modi said
there was no need to give
political colour to the issue
of women reservation in
legislatures.

"Let us all MPs not miss
this important opportunity
to give reservation to
women," the prime minis-
ter said.

In India's development
journey, MPs have got an
opportunity to make
women part of decision
making, he said.

"I have come to appeal to
you that do not see this
from a political lens, this is a
decision in national inter-
est," Modi said.

Modi said that the
women's reservation bill
would not "discriminate"
against anyone and would
not be "unfair." "This deci-
sion process will not be un-
fair to anyone. The govern-
ment that was in power
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NDA short of
numbers to get

quota law passed

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
The ruling NDA lacks the
numbers in Parliament to
pass the women's reserva-
tion bills with the required
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Without women farmers,
humanity will starve: LG

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 16

Highlighting the key role women play in
global food security, LG Manoj Sinha to-
day said that without women farmers, hu-

manity would starve.

"Without women farmers, every plate
would be empty, leaving humanity
starved. They sustain the world, work
harder than their male counterparts and
their strength anchors food security,
planting seeds of prosperity for families
and society in every field," he said in his
address at Women Farmers Conference,
organised by Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Limited (IFFCO), in Srinagar.

"Under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership, women empowerment
is the top priority across all sectors," the

LG said.

"While the global food system rests on
women's labour, it excludes them from

prosperity," he added.

ment stakeholder to ask, what challenge
or barrier in women farmers' lives can be
eliminated immediately? "By removing
them one by one, we can honour their
leadership and enrich society and the na-

tion through direct market access," Sinha

said.

He highlighted the contributions of
Cont. on P9 >

LS strength torise to 815, 272

of these for women: Meg
ays no state will sutter

NEW DELHI, APR 16:
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal today said
that the strength of the Lok
Sabha would be increased
to 815, of which 272 seats
would be reserved for
women, and neither men
nor any state would suffer
any loss due to the imple-
mentation of this quota.

In his introductory re-
marks in the Lok Sabha on
the three bills moved to
amend the women's quota
law and set up a delimita-

tion commission, Meghwal
also said that 272 seats out
of 815 in the House is the
simple formula of reserv-
ing 33 per cent seats for
women.

h

"According to the
women's reservation bill,
the strength of the Lok
Sabha will be increased to
815, of which women's
quota will be of 2772 seats,"
the minister said.

According to the pro-
posed legislations, there
will be an increase of 50 per
cent in the current strength
of the Lok Sabha.

"Neither men nor any
state will suffer any loss af-
ter the implementation of
Cont.on P9 >
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