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ltoo Interacts with representatives of Confideration

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Education, Health and
Medical Education,
Sakeena Itoo, today held an
extensive interaction with
representatives of the Con-
federation of Physically
Challenged Organisations
and took stock of various
issues and grievances of
Persons with Disabilities
(PWDs) across Jammu and
Kashmir.

The interaction was held
with an aim to strengthen
welfare measures, improve
accessibility and ensure
that development reaches
every person, including
those living with disabili-
ties across Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner
Secretary, Social Welfare
department (SWD), Sar-
mad Hafeez; Director So-
cial Welfare Kashmir, Mo-

hammad Akbar Wani;
Mission Director
POSHAN/ICDS, Sajad

Hussain Ganai; Director
Social Welfare Jammu,
Ranjeet Singh; Director Fi-
nance SWD, other senior
officers of SWD, members
of Confederation of Physi-
cally Challenged Organisa-
tions and other concerned

officers, either in person or
through video conferenc-
ing. During the interaction,
the Minister emphasised
that inclusive governance
remains core priority of the
Government.

“The rights, dignity and
welfare of PWDs are non-
negotiable. Our policies are
being continuously re-
viewed to ensure equal op-
portunities and access for
all,” she stated.

Highlighting several on-
going initiatives, Minister
Sakeena informed the par-
ticipants that the Social
Welfare department is ac-
tively working towards wel-
fare of PWDs and outreach
programmes are being en-
hanced to ensure welfare
schemes reach beneficia-
ries in remote and under-
served areas. “Focus is be-
ing laid on improving
accessibility for PWDs in
public infrastructure, edu-
cational institutions and
government offices in line

with inclusive development
goals”, she said.

During the meeting, the
Minister issued several key
directions aimed at
strengthening  support
mechanisms for PWDs.
She asked officials to ex-
plore providing Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY) ration
cards to disabled individu-
als without parental sup-
port. She also directed the
department to examine the
feasibility of constructing
dedicated hostel facilities
for Persons with Disabili-
ties in both Jammu and
Srinagar. In a significant
decision, the Minister in-
structed the department to
appoint a Nodal Officer at
the administrative level to
serve as asingle-point con-
tact for addressing griev-
ances and concerns of Per-
sons with Disabilities.

Assuring stakeholders
that their voices would
shape future policies, the
Minister said genuine sug-

consultations would be in-
corporated wherever feasi-
ble. She stressed that con-
tinuous dialogue between
the Government and stake-
holder organisations is es-
sential for designing re-
sponsive and need-based
welfare programmes.

Appreciating the role of
such organisations, the
Minister acknowledged
their contribution in advo-
cating for disability rights
and bridging the gap be-
tween the Government and
beneficiaries. She called for
collaborative efforts to
build an inclusive society
where no individual is left
behind. Representatives of
the Confederation ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Minister for facilitating
open dialogue and wel-
comed the Government’s
proactive approach to-
wards addressing issues
faced by Persons with Dis-
abilities.

RDD Vendors’ Association calls on Javid
Ahmad Dar, raises pending payment issue

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

A delegation of the Kash-
mir RDD Vendors’ Associa-
tion on Tuesday called on
Minister for Rural Devel-
opment Department, Javid
Ahmed Dar and raised is-
sues related to pending
payments for works exe-
cuted by vendors between
2017 and 2020.

During the meeting, the
delegation apprised the
Minister of the difficulties
being faced by vendors due
to delay in release of pay-
ments for works carried
out under various Rural
Development Department
projects during the period.

The members requested
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the Minister to intervene
and ensure early clearance
of the pending dues, stat-
ing that many vendors
have been facing financial
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stress due to prolonged de-
lays.

The Minister gave a pa-
tient hearing to the con-
cernsraised by the delega-

tion and assured them that
the matter would be exam-
ined and taken up with the
concerned authorities for
appropriate action.

Celebrations under International

Women'’s Day continue at Pulwama

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

Department of Social Wel-
fare Pulwama today cele-
brated International
Women'’s Day at Town Hall
Pulwama under the theme
“Give to Gain”.

The programme wit-
nessed participation from
various departments, stake-
holders and community
members.

The eventwas attended by
the District Programme Offi-
cer, ICDS as Chief Guestand
the District Social Welfare
Officer, Pulwama as Guest of
Honour.

On the occasion, speakers
highlighted the invaluable
contributions of women in
the overall development of
society and emphasised the
need to ensure equal oppor-
tunities, dignity and empow-
erment forwomen acrossall
sectors. They also empha-
sized the significance of the
global theme which calls for
strengthening  women’s
rights, ensuring justice and
promoting meaningful ac-
tion for the welfare and em-
powerment of all women
andgirls.

During the programme,
frontline workers from dif-
ferent departments includ-
ing Health, Mission Poshan
and Social Welfare were fe-
licitated in recognition of
their dedicated services and
significant role in strength-
ening community welfare
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initiatives.

In addition, several
women achievers who have
successfully  established
their livelihood units under
various government initia-
tives such as Mission YUVA
and Pradhan Mantri MU-
DRA Yojanawere also felici-
tated for their entrepreneur-
ial efforts and contribution
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towards economic empow-
erment.

The programme also high-
lighted the role of various
women-centric initiatives in
the district, including the
Sankalp: Hub for Empower-
ment of Women and the
Sakhi One Stop Centre Pul-
wama, which are providing
integrated support services,
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counselling, legal aid and
protection to women in dis-
tress while promoting
awareness about women-
centric schemes and rights.
Officers and officials from
various line departments,
besides ASHA workers, An-
ganwadi workers and other
frontline functionaries, were
also present on the occasion.

DC Anantnag reviews Telecom
Infrastructure, Connectivity Issues

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

To deliberate on various
issues related to telecom-
munication infrastructure
and connectivity across the
district Anantnag, a meet-
ing of the District Telecom
Committee was today held
under the chairmanship of
the Deputy Commissioner,
Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat
at the DC Office.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by ADC,
SEs PWD (R&B) and PDD
(KPDCL) Bijbehara, ACR,
ACD, CMO, Exens PDD,
Wildlife Warden SKD,
DFOs, DO PCC, Divisional
Engineer BSNL, DIO NIC
and representatives of tele-
com service providers in-
cluding Jio and Airtel.

During the meeting it
was informed that land for
39 BSNL sites across vari-
ous tehsils of the district
had been allotted earlier.
Mutation extracts for 10
sites have already been re-
ceived and forwarded to

SNL. Remaining Tehsil-
dars were directed to sub-
mit mutation extracts.

Regarding Uranhall and
Batengoo sites, where local
objections were raised, the
Tehsildar Anantnag in-
formed that alternate adja-
cent land has been identi-
fied.

A proposal for 20 addi-
tional sites of strategic im-
portance was reviewed.
Land has been identified
for 8 sites and reports for-
warded to BSNL.Ten sites
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fall within forest areas, and
the DFOs were directed to
process proposals on the
PARIVESH Portal ensur-
ing essential connectivity
such as road access and
power supply.

BSNL representatives in-
formed that it has identi-
fied 166 shadow areas in
the district lacking mobile
connectivity under the 4G
Saturation Project.

The Committee directed
officials to complete all co-
dal formalities in advance,

pending formal technical
sanction.

The meeting informed
that four applications for
BharatNet Project — ROW
Permissions received
through the Central ROW
Portal have been approved.

Regarding connectivity
issue at Aru, Pahalgam (Jio
Tower Proposal), the
Wildlife Department and
Jio representatives were di-
rected to conduct a joint
site visitand submit afresh
proposal for further con-
sideration. On proposal for
installation of an Airtel
tower at Laddi on
Kahcharie land, 10 Marlas
of vacant land adjacent to
the Bijbehara—Pahalgam
Road have been identified.
The Wildlife Warden was
directed to examine the site
and submit a report at an
early date.

Taking stock of power
supply to BSNL sites, the
chair directed the SE PDD
to expedite the work on
power supply to these sites
at Arwani, Uranhall and
Mandhana.

NABARD celebrates International Women’s Day in Anantnag

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

To commemorate Inter-
national Women'’s Day, a
celebratory programme
was organized today in
Anantnag, bringing to-
gether a vibrant commu-
nity of female entrepre-
neurs, Self-Help Group
(SHG) members, and arti-
sans.

The Programme was
graced by DDM NABARD,
Rouf Zargar; LDM Anant-
nag, Mohammad Shafi and
Director RSETI, Mushtaq
Ahmad besides officials
from NRLM and Centre for
Financial Literacy were
also present.

The event with the theme
“Give to Gain” was held in
collaboration with the Na-
tional Rural Livelihoods
Mission (NRLM), served as
a platform to recognize the
pivotal role of women in
the socio-economic trans-
formation of the district.

District Development
Manager NABARD, inau-
gurated the session by de-
tailing the NABARDs
strategic role in rural
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women’s empowerment,
specifically highlighting the
success of the SHG-Bank
Linkage Programme and
support to SHGs through
MEDP and LEDP pro-
grammes.

LDM addressed the par-
ticipants by providing a
comprehensive roadmap of
"bankable" credit schemes,
such as Mudra and
PMEGP, urging women to
leverage formal banking
channels to scale their mi-
cro-enterprises.

Additionally, the Direc-

tor of RSETI emphasized
the critical importance of
vocational training, outlin-
ing the various skill-devel-
opment courses offered at
the institute that transform
traditional craft into sus-
tainable, modern busi-
nesses. The celebration
concluded with a felicita-
tion ceremony, where five
prominent women achiev-
ers from the district were
honoured by NABARD for
their exemplary success in
local industry and social
leadership. Officials from

the NRLM were also pre-
sent to provide technical
guidance, reinforcing their
commitment to providing
continuous handholding
and market access for rural
products.

The event served as both
a recognition of past mile-
stones and a forward-look-
ing seminar, ensuring that
the female artisans of
Anantnag are equipped
with the financial literacy
and technical expertise
needed to thrive in a com-
petitive economy.

Training of Resource Persons under Nash

Mukt B

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, MAR 10

Under the chairmanship
of the Assistant Commis-
sioner  Revenue(ACR),
Tarig Ahmad Malik Anant-
nag, atraining programme
for Resource Persons un-
der Nasha Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan was today held at
Dak Bungalow Khanabal.

The programme was or-
ganized as part of the dis-
trict administration’s con-
tinued efforts to create
awareness and strengthen
preventive education and
counselling support against
drug abuse among students
and youth.

The training was at-
tended by Assistant Profes-
sors from GDCs besides
Lecturers and teachers of
the School Education De-
partment who have been
nominated as counsellors.

The objective of the
training programme was to
build the capacity of partic-
ipants to act as counsellors,

mentors and nodal re-
source persons in their re-
spective schools and col-
leges for addressing issues
related to substance abuse
prevention, early identifi-

cation and guidance of stu-
dents.

During the session, ex-
perts and officials high-
lighted the growing chal-
lenge of drug abuse and
emphasized the need for
timely counselling, aware-
ness initiatives and coordi-
nated efforts to curb the

narat Abhiyan held at Anantnag

menace. The participants
were sensitized about vari-
ous preventive measures,
counselling techniques and
strategies to guide students
towards a healthy and
drug-free lifestyle.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the ACR stressed the
importance of educational
institutions in creating
awareness and early inter-
vention to prevent sub-
stance abuse. He urged the
nominated counsellors to
actively engage with stu-
dents and spread aware-
ness regarding the harmful
effects of drugs.

The programme con-
cluded with a pledge by
participants to contribute
actively towards making
district and society drug-
free to realise the objectives
of the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan.

Farm input distribution function held at KVK Shopian

SHOPIAN, MARCH 10: All In-
dia Coordinated Research Project on
Biological Control of Crop Pests
(AICRP-BC), Division of Entomol-
ogy, Faculty of Horticulture, Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology of Kashmir
(SKUAST-K), Shalimar, today orga-
nized a material distribution-cum-
scientist—farmer interaction pro-
gramme at KVK Balapora Shopian?

The programme was sponsored by
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research — National Bureau of Agri-
cultural Insect Resources (ICAR-

NBAIR), Bengaluru.

Prof. Akhtar Ali Khan, Head, Divi-
sion of Entomology, Faculty of Horti-
culture, SKUAST-K, stressed upon
the eco-friendly pest management
through biological control agents for
sustainable agriculture in the region.

Prof. Zaffar Afroz Badri, Head,
KVK Shopian, elaborated on the ef-
fective utilization of the distributed
materials and encouraged farmers to
adopt scientific pest management
approaches for enhanced productiv-
ity and reduced pesticide residues.

During the programme, Dr. Sajad
Mohi-ud-Din, Principal Investiga-
tor) and Dr. Mudasir Gani, Co-Prin-

role

cipal Investigator delivered compre-
hensive presentations on integrated
insect pest management in apple,
and other important crops.

They sensitized farmers about the
of  biocontrol
pheromone-based monitoring, and
botanicals in sustainable crop pro-
tection.

As part of the ICAR-NBAIR-spon-
sored Tribal Sub-Plan initiative, es-
sential inputs including Knapsack
sprayer, pheromone traps, and neem
oil were distributed among 35 tribal
farmers of the area to support sus-
tainable agricultural practices.

agents,



