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BUDGAM, MARCH 01:
Four-day long district aware-
ness road safety drive con-
cluded today at Sheikul Alam
Degree College Budgam.

Students from Degree
Colege Charar-i -sharief, De-
gree College Soibugh, Degree
College Magam, Degree
Colege Beerwah and Degree
College chadoora partici-
pated in the awareness pro-
gramme.

The four-day  awareness
programme witnessed sev-
eral activities like Road Safety
Rally from the College Cam-
pus to Main Chowk Budgam
and back,  Student competi-
tions including elocution,
poster making and slogan
writing.

During the programme,
technical sessions were deliv-
ered by Tabassum Qadir,
Secretary DLSA
Srinagar/Budgam and Malik
Shabir Ahmed Special Mo-
bile MagistrateTraffic Kash-
mir Province Srinagar.

Tabasum Qadir Parray de-
livered a lively and engaging
speech, raising awareness
about the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA) and
the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA). During
her presentation, she played
the NALSA song, which por-
trays the organization’s role
in promoting access to justice
and supporting victims of
road accidents. She distin-
guished between highway ac-

cidents and normal road ac-
cidents. She highlighted the
grave statistic that one child
is killed every three minutes
globally due to road acci-
dents.

She informed the audience
about the designated court
for road accident cases, the
Motor Accident Claim Tri-
bunal (MACT), which settles
insurance claims arising
from road accidents. Draw-
ing from her vast experience
as a judge, she sensitized stu-
dents to the plight of accident
victims.

Special Mobile Magistrate,
Traffic, Kashmir Division,
speaking on the occasion,
stated that one can either be
a victim, a violator, or a re-

sponsible citizen. He empha-
sized strict adherence to traf-
fic rules and shared alarming
road accident statistics. He
further cautioned against ve-
hicle modifications, stating
that modified vehicles are of-
ten unsafe and that each
modification is punishable
with six months’ imprison-
ment. He further urged the
participant students to give
due respect to their teachers
as well.

The event concluded with
a prize distribution cere-
mony, during which winners
of the District Level Road
Safety Awareness competi-
tions were felicitated by the
Principal and other distin-
guished guests.

4-day awareness on Road Safety Drive concludes in Budgam
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2026   In a significant
move toward rural women’s
empowerment and eco-
nomic self-reliance, a new
Sewing Training Cum Pro-
duction Centre was officially
inaugurated today at the
Community Centre Pan-
chayat Patli. Developed un-
der the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR)
initiatives of Sun Pharma
Laboratories Ltd and Usha
International, and imple-
mented by the non-profit
organization Care for You,
the centre aims to provide
high-quality skill develop-
ment and sustainable liveli-
hood opportunities for
women in the region.

The ceremony was graced
by Chief Guest Mr. Chander
Parkash Ganga, Honorable
Member of Legislative As-
sembly (MLA) for Vijaypur,
Samba-71. The inaugura-
tion took place in the pres-
ence of distinguished
Guests of Honour, including
Mr. Narsingh Dayal Verma
(JKAS), Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat Samba;
Mr. Kamlesh Devikar, HR

Head of Sun Pharma Labo-
ratories Ltd; and Mr.
Roopesh Ajit Mirji, Plant
Head of Sun Pharma Labo-
ratories Ltd. The event was
further supported by key lo-
cal leaders, including the
Sarpanches of Kartholi and
Patli, alongside a large gath-
ering of local residents and
stakeholders.

During the inaugural ad-
dress, Mr. Chander Parkash
Ganga commended the col-
laborative vision of Sun
Pharma, Usha Interna-
tional, and Care for You. He
emphasized that such initia-
tives are vital for the socio-
economic transformation of
the region, noting that the
centre would play a pivotal

role in making local women
self-reliant. By bridging the
gap between traditional
skills and professional pro-
duction standards, the MLA
highlighted that the facility
serves as more than just a
school; it is a foundation for
entrepreneurship and fi-
nancial independence for
the women of Samba.

This collaborative venture
is driven by the shared vi-
sion of three dedicated or-
ganizations: Sun Pharma
Laboratories Ltd, a global
pharmaceutical leader com-
mitted to impactful CSR
projects that foster health
and rural development;
Usha International, which
empowers rural women

through its renowned Usha
Silai School initiative by
providing technical sewing
skills to spark micro-entre-
preneurship; and Care for
You, a social welfare organi-
zation focused on the holistic
empowerment of marginal-
ized groups through educa-
tion and livelihood initia-
tives. 

Together, these partners
aim to create a sustainable
ecosystem of community
development, ensuring that
the new Sewing Training
Cum Production Centre
serves as a cornerstone for
long-term economic inde-
pendence and social
progress in the Samba re-
gion.

Sewing Training Centre inaugurated by MLA at 
Panchayat Patli to Drive Women’s Livelihoods
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The Department of
Botany organized an edu-
cational botanical trip to
Jungle Gali as part of ex-
periential and field-based
learning under the pa-
tronage of Dr. Nalini
Pathania, Principal, Govt.
College for Women, Ud-
hampur, and the able
guidance of Prof. Anita
Gupta, HOD Botany. 

The visit was conducted
under the supervision of
Dr. Kiran Parasher, Dr.
Mehak Jamwal and Dr.
Sameer Ahmad Thoker,
faculty members of the
Department of Botany. 

The primary objective of
the trip was to provide
students with practical ex-
posure to plant diversity,
natural vegetation, eco-
logical interactions, and
field identification tech-
niques. During the excur-
sion, students observed

various plant species in
their natural habitat and
studied morphological
adaptations and ecologi-
cal associations.

The field visit enabled
students to correlate theo-
retical classroom knowl-
edge with practical field
observations, thereby en-
hancing their under-
standing of biodiversity
and environmental
awareness. 

The trip was organized

with due approval of the
college administration.
Faculty members who ac-
companied the students
included Prof. Lekh Raj,
Dr. Ujval Gupta, Dr. Arti
Devi, along with support-
ing staff members. 

Dr. Nalini Pathania ap-
preciated the initiative
and emphasized the im-
portance of field-based
education in strengthen-
ing scientific aptitude
among students.  

Prof. Anita Gupta also
lauded the efforts of the
organizing faculty and
highlighted that such ex-
cursions play a vital role in
developing observational
skills and research orien-
tation in botanical studies.

The Department of
Botany expressed grati-
tude to the college admin-
istration for their contin-
uous support in
successfully conducting
the educational excursion.

GCW Udhampur organises Educational 
Botanical Trip to Jungle Gali 
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Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha) from Jammu
Reasi Parliamentary con-
stituency, along with Gen-
eral Secretary (Organiza-
tion) Sh. Ashok Koul and
BJP Youth Leader Arun
Prabhat, today attended
the Holi Milan Karyakaram
at Village Gajansu in Marh
Assembly constituency.
The event was organized by
Ex-Minister and former
MLA, Sukhnandan Choud-
hary.

Addressing a large and
enthusiastic gathering, Ju-
gal Kishore Sharma ex-
tended his heartfelt greet-
ings to the people on the
joyous occasion of Holi. He
expressed his appreciation
for the overwhelming
turnout, highlighting that
the significant attendance
at the event reflected the
strong social integrity and
brotherhood in the region.

During his address,
Sharma emphasized the re-
markable development
taking place in the Jammu
region under the leader-
ship of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi.
He noted the significant
progress made through
various infrastructure ini-
tiatives, including the es-
tablishment of a robust
road network funded by
NHAI, NHIDCL,PMGSY
and NABARD which have
contributed greatly for im-
proving connectivity and
regional development.

Sharma also shed light
on the impact of centrally
sponsored schemes, partic-
ularly the VB-GRAMG
(Viksit Bharat-GRAMG)
initiative. He expressed
that this new change in
programme would play a
pivotal role in accelerating
rural development and em-
powering local communi-
ties. Additionally, he
lauded the central govern-
ment's commitment to
nourishing the people
through the Viksit Bharat
Guarantee for Rozgar
Ajivika Mission-Gramin,
aimed at enhancing em-
ployment and livelihood
opportunities for rural
populations.

Ex-Minister and former
MLA, Sukhnandan Choud-
hary, also addressed the
gathering, welcoming Ju-
gal Kishore Sharma and the
General Secretary (Organi-
zation) Sh. Ashok Koul Ji to
the event. He spoke of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) as the world's largest
political party and empha-
sized ing that the problems

of the people are the party's
problems, and its dedicated
cadre works tirelessly for
the welfare of the nation.

Choudhary also took a
strong stand against the
discriminatory practices
that took place during the
present National Confer-
ence (NC) government’s
tenure, particularly in re-
gard to Jammu's farmers.
He criticized the delays & in
non-providing essential
fertilizers to farmers and
called for a fair and equi-
table treatment for the re-
gion’s agricultural commu-
nity.

Ashok Koul, General Sec-
retary (Organization), also
addressed the gathering,
stating that BJP’s workers
are dedicated and selfless,
and that seeing their com-
mitment fills him with im-
mense pride. He men-
tioned that times are
changing, even though the
NC government is in
power, they are compelled
to speak about Jammu's is-
sues. Koul congratulated
the people of Jammu and

Kashmir for their victory in
the prestigious *Ranji Tro-
phy*, emphasizing that this
achievement was made
possible under the leader-
ship of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Former DDC members,
Balbir Lal and Geetu
Aulakh, also extended their
warm greetings to the at-
tendees. They expressed
gratitude for the support
they received during their
tenure and reaffirmed their
commitment to serving the
people. They stated that the
challenges of the people are
also their challenges, and
they will always be there to
support the community.

Vikas Choudhary Youth
Leader managed the
stage.Ex-Sarpanches-
Panches,Prominent Citi-
zens of the Society includ-
ing Parshotam
Sharma,Avinash Singh,Lal
Singh,Tilak Raj,Anita
langeh,Deepak
Pandey,Sanjeev
Rinku,Ramesh Singh and
others also present the oc-
casion.

Jammu Reaches New Heights under Modi Govt: MP
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Raising serious concerns
over the worsening condi-
tion of the farming commu-
nity in Jammu & Kashmir,
JKPCC Kissan Department
Chairman J&K UT and
President of Border Kissan
Welfare Association,
Bharat Priye, today led a
strong protest at border vil-
lage Channi Tana in Sub Di-
vision Khour.Addressing a
large gathering of farmers
under the banner of the
Border Kissan Welfare As-
sociation, Bharat Priye
highlighted the “burning is-
sues” confronting the agrar-
ian community, particu-
larly those residing along
the International Border
who have repeatedly borne
the brunt of cross-border
shelling and firing.

Bharat Priye strongly de-
manded that the govern-
ment allot at least 10 mar-
las of land to each border
farming family at safer lo-
cations. He said the border
farmers have always stood
firm and patriotic, never
abandoning their ancestral
lands despite repeated Pak-
istani firing.“These farmers
are the first line of defense.
They have faced bullets and
bombs, yet they continue to
cultivate their fields with
unmatched courage,” he
said. He stressed that pro-
viding small residential
plots in safer zones would
offer security to families
during tense situations
while allowing them to con-
tinue agricultural activities
in their native villages.

The protest also focused
on the devastating impact
of monsoon rains, floods,
and untimely showers that
have severely affected

standing crops across bor-
der belts. Bharat Priye
stated that unpredictable
weather patterns have “bro-
ken the backbone of the
farming community,” leav-
ing small and marginal
farmers struggling to sur-
vive.He pointed out that re-
peated crop damage has
pushed many families into
debt, with no adequate
compensation or timely re-
lief measures reaching
them. He demanded imme-
diate assessment of losses
and release of special finan-
cial packages for affected
farmers in border areas of
J&K UT.

Among other key de-
mands, Bharat Priye called
for waiver of power tariff
bills for farmers, especially
those operating tube wells
and irrigation pumps. He
argued that rising electric-
ity charges, coupled with
declining farm incomes,
have made cultivation eco-
nomically unviable.He also
flagged several pressing is-
sues affecting the farming
community, including in-
adequate crop insurance

coverage that leaves many
farmers without proper fi-
nancial protection in times
of loss. He expressed con-
cern over the delay in com-
pensation for shelling-re-
lated damages, which
further aggravates the dis-
tress of border farmers.

Bharat pointed out the
lack of proper irrigation fa-
cilities in many rural and
border areas, making agri-
culture heavily dependent
on erratic weather condi-
tions. He also highlighted
the shortage of fertilizers
and quality seeds, which
hampers productivity and
increases cultivation costs.
Additionally, he criticized
the poor implementation of
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) benefits in remote
border belts, stating that
farmers there are often de-
prived of fair returns for
their produce.He urged the
UT administration to adopt
a comprehensive policy ex-
clusively for border farm-
ers, recognizing their
unique challenges and sacri-
fices.

Bharat Priye appealed to

the government to initiate
dialogue with representa-
tives of border farmers and
formulate a time-bound ac-
tion plan to address their
grievances. He warned that
continued neglect of the
farming community could
lead to severe socio-eco-
nomic distress in rural ar-
eas. The protest concluded
with a strong resolution de-
manding immediate inter-
vention from the govern-
ment to safeguard the
interests, dignity, and liveli-
hood of the farming com-
munity in Jammu & Kash-
mir, particularly those
living along the border who
continue to serve the nation
silently through their re-
silience and hard
work.Prominent among
those present on the occa-
sion included Panchs
Tarsem Singh, Bakshi Ram,
Balwan Singh, Rajesh
Sharma and Deepa Singh,
besides several other local
residents and farmer repre-
sentatives who extended
their full support to the de-
mands raised during the
protest.

Bharat Priye leads stir in border village flags 
plight of farming community in J&K HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Sh. O P Sharma,
renowned artist of J&K
participated in 'Rangsaaj
International Art Camp' at
Dehradun (Uttrakhand)
organized by Dev Bhoomi
Uttrakhand University, in
the memory of Padam Shri
Baba Yogendra, an artist &
one of the founders of San-
skar Bharti. Artists from
different countries were in-
vited to participate in this
camp. Twenty five reputed
artists from different coun-
tries including those from
India participated in this
camp. 

Prof. (Dr.) Ajay Kumar,
Chancellor, Banaras
Hindu University was the
chief guest during the vale-
dictory function on 28th
February, 2026. He elabo-
rated on the efforts of the
Dev Bhoomi Uttrakhand
University for organizing
such art activities to pro-
mote & preserve art & cul-
ture. Sh. Aman Bansal,
Vice-President; and Prof.
(Dr.) Ritika Mehra, Vice-
Chancellor of Dev Bhoomi

Uttrakhand University
were present in the cere-
mony as special guests. 

The 'Rangsaaj Interna-
tional Art Camp' was orga-
nized under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Raj Kumar
Pandey, HoD, Fine Arts
Department of the Univer-
sity. Prof. Bhavna Goel,
Dean of the School, ex-
tended her support to
make the camp a great suc-
cess.

Artists created art works
in modern as well tradi-

tional ways of art trends in
the today's world. Interac-
tive sessions between the
artists and the students
were the part of the event
where the artists advised
the students to go for reg-
ular practice to learn the
skills, to have a critical
view about the happenings
and their association with
the concerns of the people.
The visitors appreciated
the creativity of the artists
and termed that the camp
proved to be a memorable

event for the art lovers and
the students. "The main
aim behind organizing
such events was said to as-
sociate the society with the
arts and to make the new
generation aware about
the art forms." told the or-
ganizers. It was said that
such international events
not only give new direction
to art but add to global
level interaction also. 

A cultural programmme
was also presented by the
students on this occasion. 

Sh. O P Sharma is a well
known artist from Jammu
who has participated in
many International and
National Art Exhibitions
and Artists' Camps at dif-
ferent places in the coun-
try. The art works of Sh. O P
Sharma have been dis-
played many times in and
outside Jammu & Kash-
mir. He has received many
international, national and
state awards from the pres-
tigious art institutions and
Govt. of India and states
governments of different
states. He is working as Di-
rector, Jammu & Kashmir
Centre for Creative Arts
(JKCCA), Jammu.

Renowned Artist participates in International Art Camp


