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CM Omar rolls out Rs 84.41 crore multl-sector
development works fof transform Ganderbal

GANDERBAL, FEB-
RUARY 24: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah today
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones of major
development projects
worth ?84.41 crore in Gan-
derbal Constituency,
marking a significant
stride towards strengthen-
ing infrastructure, health-
care, water supply, sanita-
tion, education and road
connectivity across the dis-
trict.

The projects, spanning
multiple  departments,
were inaugurated and e-
launched at different loca-
tions, underscoring the
Government’'s commit-
ment to balanced and in-
clusive development.

At Beehama, the Chief
Minister laid the founda-
tion stone for the ?770 lakh
Beautification & Develop-
ment Project of Ganderbal
Town under the Housing &
Urban Development De-
partment (H&UD—-ULB),
to be executed by PWD.
The project envisages con-
struction of a grand entry
gate and a municipal guest
house, upgradation of the
MC Terminal building into
a Smart Library, develop-
ment of playing areas and
club facilities, and compre-
hensive improvement of
streets and pathways
through cobble stone and
tiling works. It also in-
cludes installation of street
lights and garbage bins,
along with facade improve-
ments, murals and colour-
coding of the market to en-
hance the town’s aesthetic
appeal.

He laid the foundation
stone for the ?750.78 lakh
road project connecting
Bus Adda to District Hos-
pital, including widening
of Mirani Chowk, aimed at
easing traffic congestion
and improving connectiv-
ity.

Similarly, at District
Hospital Ganderbal, the
Chief Minister inaugurated
a CT Scan Machine in-
stalled at a cost of 7840
lakh under the Health &
Medical Education Depart-
ment through DHSK, sig-
nificantly augmenting di-
agnostic facilities for
patients.

Likewise, at Rakhi Har-

ran, he laid the foundation
stone for a4.5 MLD capac-
ity Sewage Treatment
Plant under the Used Wa-
ter Management Project of
Municipal Council Gan-
derbal (SBM 2.0), costing
?1,999.20 lakh under
H&UD (UEED). The plant
is expected to substantially
improve sanitation stan-
dards and environmental
sustainability in the town.

From Dak Bungalow,
Ganderbal, the Chief Min-
ister, who represents Gan-
derbal Constituency, e-in-
augurated several key
projects. These included
the Water Supply Scheme
(WSS) at Urpash
Naderbagh, constructed at
acost of 7679.14 lakh, WSS
Buderkund at ?399 lakh,
and WSS Manasbal at ?130
lakh, all executed by the
Rural Water Supply Divi-
sion, Ganderbal under the
Jal Shakti Department and
Jal Jeevan Mission.

He also laid e-founda-
tion of works of various
roads in the Ganderbal
constituency costing
?1,288.40 lakh under
PWD, and improvement of
various infrastructure in
schools in the district at a
cost of 7902.69 lakh under
the School Education De-
partment. The Chief Min-
ister further laid e-founda-
tion stones for upgradation

of inner link roads of
Treesa Safapora, including
link roads at Check Yanga-
roo in Lar, Ganderbal, at a
cost of ?7302.11 lakh, as well
as improvement and
upgradation of Kohistan
Colony Canal Roads along
with allied works amount-
ing to ?379.62 lakh, both
under PWD.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister re-
iterated that development
must translate into tangi-
ble improvements in the
daily lives of people.

“From healthcare and
sanitation to roads, schools
and drinking water, these
projects reflect our resolve
to ensure comprehensive
development of Gander-
bal. Our focus is not merely
on announcements but on
timely execution and qual-
ity outcomes,” he said.

He emphasized that in-
vestments in urban beauti-
fication, clean water sup-
ply, modern healthcare
infrastructure and road
connectivity would not
only strengthen public ser-
vices but also create eco-
nomic opportunities and
raise the overall quality of
life.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister also distrib-
uted Mission Yuva disbur-
sal letters worth ?55 lakh
among beneficiaries.

Later,the C ef ister
held a publicinteraction at
the Dak Bungalow Gander-
bal, where he listened to
the demands and griev-
ances of people from vari-
ous areas of the district.
Delegations from Phekh,
Safapora, Manigam,
Batwina, Nunar, Wakura,
Lar, Sherpathri, Yangoora,
the Traders Federation
Ganderbal, the Health Em-
ployees  Confederation
Ganderbal and other
groups apprised him of is-
sues relating to drinking
water supply, lift irriga-
tion, upgradation of sports
infrastructure, establish-
ment of a fire service sta-
tion, and improvement of
schools, among other de-
mands.

Minister for Health &
Medical Education Sakina
Itoo, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam
Wani, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal Jatin
Kishore, Director Urban
Local Bodies Kashmir Qazi
Sarwar, Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Gander-
bal Khalil Poswal and other
concerned officers accom-
panied the Chief Minister
during the tour. Minister
for Jal Shakti Javed
Ahmed Rana participated
in the foundation laying
ceremony through virtual
mode.

DDC Poonch reviews implementation
of Capex Budget, Central Schemes

POONCH, FEBRUARY
24:

District  Development
Commissioner  Poonch,
Ashok Kumar Sharma today
chaired acomprehensive re-
view meeting to assess the
physical and financial
progress under the District
Capex Budget 2025-26,
along with Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes (CSS) and
UT Sector Schemes in the
district.

The DDC took a detailed
sector-wise review of ongo-
ing and upcoming develop-
mental projects.

Superintending Engineer
Hydraulic Circle, Executive
Engineer PWD (R&B) and
Executive Engineer 1&FC
presented detailed briefings
on the physical and financial
status of works approved
under different heads, in-
cluding PWD, DDC Grants,
Health, Secondary Educa-

tion, NFB, Untied Funds,
ULB, CDF, TSP Roads, YSS
and other sectors.

The DDC also reviewed
progress of NABARD
funded Roads, Samagra pro-
jects, PMAAGY, BADP,
NABARD-AH, among other
developmental initiatives
and stressed the need for
early completion of all

works.

The meeting also dis-
cussed major infrastructure
projects including construc-
tion of Administrative Com-
plexes at Mendhar and
Poonch, motorable bridges
and other key works.

While assessing the status
of roads, bridges and other
developmental works, the

DDC stressed adherence to
timelines.

The meeting was attended
by CPO Shama Un Ahmed,
Superintending Engineer
Hydraulic Circle Poonch,
Executive Engineer PWD
(R&B) Poonch, Mendhar &
Surankote, CEO Mukhtar
Ahmed Manhas and other
concerned officers.

DLSA Budgam organizes awareness programme on Lokpal

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY
24

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA),
Budgam, under the aegis of
the J&K Legal Services Au-
thority, organized an
awareness programme on
the Lokpal at Alasma Edu-
cational Institute, Budgam.

The programme was held
under the chairmanship of
O.P. Baghat, Chairman,
District Legal Services Au-

thority (Principal District &
Sessions Judge), Budgam,
and was supervised by
Tabassum Qadir Parray,
Secretary, DLSA Budgam.
The primary objective of
the programme was to cre-
ate awareness among the
students and general pub-
lic regarding the signifi-
cance of the Lokpal institu-
tion in promoting
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and integrity in public
administration.
Addressing the large

gathering, Nazir Ahmad
Wagay, Deputy LADC,
DLSA Budgam, gave a de-
tailed overview of the pro-
gramme and apprised the
audience about the provi-
sions of the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act, 2013,
which mandates inquiry
into allegations of corrup-
tion against specified public
functionaries and related
matters. He highlighted the
role of the Lokpal in
strengthening anti-corrup-
tion mechanisms and en-

suring good governance.
On the occasion, a short
documentary film on anti-
corruption measures and
Lokpal awareness was
screened to enhance un-
derstanding and awareness
among the masses.
Zahoor Ahmad Malik,
Assistant LADC, also spoke
on the occasion and em-
phasized the importance of
public participation in
combating corruption and
upholding ethical stan-
dardsinsociety.

LG Kavinder chairs preparatory meeting
for 1st Sindhu Mahakumbh 2026

LEH, FEB 24: The up-
coming Sindhu Ma-
hakumbh 2026 in Leh is
not merely an event, but a
symbol of Ladakh’s capabil-
ity, discipline, and cultural
pride. It represents the col-
lective spirit, organisational
strength, and hospitality of
the region while providing
a platform to showcase
Ladakh’s rich cultural her-
itage to the nation and the
world. This landmark event
will bring together thou-
sands of devotees, digni-
taries, and cultural troupes,
reinforcing Ladakh’s status
as a unique destination for
spiritual, cultural, and
tourism experiences.

This was stated by the
Hon’ble Lieutenant Gover-
nor of the Union Territory
of Ladakh, Shri Kavinder
Gupta, while chairing a
high-level preparatory
meeting at Lok Niwas today
to review and finalise
arrangements for the First
Sindhu Mahakumbh 2026,
scheduled to be held on
June 23—24 at the revered
Sindhu Ghat.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Secretary
Shri Ashish Kundra; Secre-
tary, Housing and Urban
Development Department,
Shri  Sanjit Rodrigues;
Wildlife Warden Shri Man-
deep Mittal; Director
Tourism Shri Tsering Pal-
dan; ADC Leh Shri Ghulam
Mohd; SE PWD Shri Dorjay
Gyatso; Assistant Director
Tourism Leh Smt Padma
Angmo; and members of
the Sindhu Darshan Yatra
Samiti  including Shri
Bhupinder Kansil (General
Secretary), Shri Manoj Ku-
mar Gogia (Vice President),
and Shri Vikram Randhawa
(MLA) from Jammu.

ShriBhupinder Kansil in-
formed the meeting that the
Sindhu Darshan Festival
has been organised by the
Samiti since 1987. This year

marks its 30th edition,
which will be celebrated as
the grand First Sindhu Ma-
hakumbh. The event is ex-
pected to attract pilgrims
from over 25 States and
Union Territories across In-
dia, along with foreign am-
bassadors and dignitaries.
The Samiti requested full
support from the UT Ad-
ministration for logistical
coordination,  arrange-
ments for the North Zone
Cultural Centre cultural
troupe from Patiala, and
other essential services to
ensure the event is con-
ducted smoothly.
Emphasising the timeless
principle of “Atithi Devo
Bhava”, Shri Kavinder
Gupta urged the Adminis-
tration to ensure that every
pilgrim is welcomed with
care, respect, and hospital-
ity. He called for meticu-
lous planning and coordi-
nated efforts across
departments to provide a
safe, comfortable, and
memorable experience for
all  visitors, reflecting
Ladakh’s tradition of
warmth and excellence in
service. He also assured
that the UT Administration
will provide full support to
ensure that the event is
seamless, comfortable, and
memorable for all devotees
and visitors. He stressed

that all departments mus
prepare detailed, time-
bound action plans cover-
ing logistics, security, med-
ical services, and all aspects
of visitor management,
with regular progress re-
view.

The Lt Governor directed
that effective crowd man-
agement, traffic control,
parking, and smooth move-
ment of pilgrims be en-
sured. He emphasized that
robust security arrange-
ments must be in place,
with police, administration,
and other agencies working
in close coordination, sup-
ported by a fully opera-
tional emergency response
system. He instructed that
the Health Department de-
ploy adequate medical
camps, ambulances, doc-
tors, and disaster manage-
ment resources to safe-
guard participants’ health.
He stressed that sanitation,
potable water, toilet facili-
ties, lighting, and waste
management be main-
tained at the highest stan-
dards, and that the event be
organized in an environ-
mentally sustainable and
responsible manner.

Shri Kavinder Gupta fur-
ther instructed that the
Sindhu Welfare Committee
and the Administration co-
ordinate cultural pro-

grammes, volunteer de-

ployment, and devotee re-
ception to ensure a positive
and memorable experience.
A Joint Control Room will
facilitate real-time coordi-
nation among all depart-
ments, and strict account-
ability mechanisms will be
enforced to address any
lapses. The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said “Our collective
efforts should ensure that
the Sindhu Mahakumbh is
not only a grand spiritual
gathering but also a show-
case of Ladakh’s organisa-
tional capability, cultural
pride, and commitment to
excellence. Itisour respon-
sibility to make thiseventa
safe, memorable, and ex-
emplary occasion at the na-
tional level.”

Shri Kavinder Guptareaf-
firmed that the Administra-
tion is committed to make
the 1st Sindhu Mahakumbh
2026 a spiritually enrich-
ing, secure, and meticu-
lously organised event that
reflects Ladakh’s cultural
heritage, tourism potential,
and capacity for excellence
in publicadministration.

The Chief Secretary Shri
Ashish Kundra announced
the constitution of a com-
mittee under the Deputy
Commissioner Leh for the
successful conduct of the 1st
Sindhu Mahakumbh 2026.

Sakeena leads plantation drive at Ganderhal Hospital,
promotes eco- frrendly healthcare practrces under Kayakalp

GANDERBAL, FEB-
RUARY 24: Minister for
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena Itoo
today led a plantation drive
at District Hospital Gan-
derbal to promote eco-
friendly practices and rein-
force quality healthcare
standards under the
Kayakalp and National
Quality Assurance Stan-
dards (NQAS) pro-
grammes.

The Minister planted
saplings within the hospi-
tal premises and empha-
sized on the importance of
creating green, clean and
patient-friendly environ-
ment in the healthcare in-
stitutions. “Environmental
protection is not only a so-
cial responsibility but an
essential component of
quality healthcare deliv-
ery”, the Minister stated.

She highlighted that the
plantation drivesin health-
care facilities serve a dual
purpose of enhancing the
aesthetic appeal of hospi-
talsand contributing to en-
vironmental conservation.
“These kind initiatives help
inimproving air quality, re-
ducing pollution and fos-
tering a healing atmos-
phere for patients,
attendants, and healthcare

workers”, she said.

The Minister reiterated
the commitment of the
Omar Abdullah led Gov-
ernment to strengthen
healthcare infrastructure
across Jammu and Kash-
mir in adherence to na-
tional quality standards.
She noted that under the
Kayakalp and NQAS initia-
tives, special emphasis is
being laid on cleanliness,
sanitation, waste manage-
ment, infection control and
environmental sustainabil-

ity across all healthcare in-
stitutions of J&K.

The Minister appreciated
the efforts of the hospital
administration and staff for
actively participating in the
plantation drive and main-
taining high standards of
hygiene and patient care.
She urged healthcare work-
ers to adopt eco-friendly
measures like proper bio-
medical waste manage-
ment, energy conservation
and maintaining green
hospital campuses for effi-

cient and effective patient
care.

Onthe occasion, Medical
Superintendent, DH Gan-
derbal, Dr. Farah Shafi in-
formed the Minister that
the plantation drive will be
followed by regular envi-
ronmental awareness ac-
tivities, cleanliness drives
and implementation of
green practices to further
enhance the District Hos-
pital’s compliance with
Kayakalp and NQAS
benchmarks.

2-Day Trainee Products’ Sale from
Feb 25 at Numaish Gah Srinagar

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 24:
The Department of Handicrafts &
Handloom is organizing a two-day
Trainee Products’ Sale at Kashmir
Haat, popularly known as Numaish
Gah, commencing from February 25,

2026.

Craft products made by trainees in
432 Training Centres across 10 dis-
tricts of Kashmir Division will be
showcased, including hand-knotted
woollen carpets, Gl-tagged Pashmina
& Kani shawls and stoles, Crewel cur-
tains, Sozni-embroidered shawils,

Zari & Aari embroidered suits, tweed
cloth, Chainstitch rugs and cushion
covers, Tapestry, Gabba and Namda
products, Papier Maché, and Willow
Wicker souvenir and décor items.

A spokesman of the Department
stated that the products are being of-
fered at extremely affordable rates,
with pricing calculated only on the
material component used. "No labour
cost is added, thereby ensuring cost-
to-cost availability of authentic hand-
made products to buyers while simul-
taneously providing a platform for

ucts.

ucts.

trainees to exhibit their skills," he
said. He further stated that in the last
three trainee products’ exhibitions, a
cumulative revenue of ?57 lakh has
been generated, reflecting the over-
whelming public response and de-
mand for Kashmir’s handmade prod-

District stalls are expected to record
encouraging sales during the current
exhibition, with particular interest
anticipated in Pashmina, Crewel, pa-
pier mache and willow wicker prod-



