LG thanks PM for civil
enclave expansion
at Sgr airport

LG Manoj Sinha today
expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for approving the
development of civil en-
clave at Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport proposed at
an estimated cost of Rs
1,677 cr.

"J&K Skies Soar: dawn
of abold aviation era. Iam
grateful to PM Narendra
Modi for major expansion
of civil enclave at Srinagar
International Airport. I
vividly remember an-
nouncement we made in
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CRPF cop
shoots self
dead

A CRPF cop allegedly
committed suicide by
shooting himself with
his service rifle in Kash-
mir's Anantnag district
today.

He was identified as
constable Ajeet Singh of
96 Bn of CRPF.

He was posted in
SICOP area in Bijbehara
area of the district.

Police had registered a
case in this connection
and started a probe into
the incident.

Over 1,000 posts
of doctors ying
vacant

More than 1,000 posts
of doctors are currently
lying vacant across
Jammu and Kashmir, ac-
cording to figures shared
by the health & medical
education department.

Kashmir division ac-
counts for 797 of these va-
cancies - comprising 24
senior consultants, 253
consultants, 458 medical
officers and 62 dental sur-
geons - while Jammu di-
vision has 288 vacant
consultant posts as on
February 2026,

"The J&K districts are
not facing any acute
shortage of specialists. In
order to overcome short
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BOSE/SSSA
designated as nodal
agency for TET

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 24

The government has des-
ignated J&K Board of
School Education (JK-
BOSE)/State School Stan-
dards Authority (SSSA) as
Nodal Agency for conduct-
ing Teachers Eligibility Test
(TET) across the Union Ter-
ritory, in compliance with a
Supreme Court judgment.

As per an order issued by
the school education de-
partment, the move follows
detailed deliberations held
under the chairmanship of
the chief secretary on Octo
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Jammu courts
lead in pendency
among J&K distts

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 24

Subordinate  courts
across Jammu and Kash-
mir are grappling with a
pendency of 3,89,210
cases till January-end,
with criminal matters ac-
counting for nearly two-
thirds of the total backlog
and over 58,000 cases lin-
gering between five to 30
years, official data shows.

The government is ac-
tively pursuing multiple
measures to tackle the
persistent pendency of
cases in the high court
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Meerra Chopraa Shares Disturbing Cab Experience,
Says Driver Was 'Almost Sleeping'

Modi's Israel visit to boost

India, Israel begin FTA talks

bilateral def, trade cooperation

NEW DELHI, FEB
24: India and Israel
have launched the first
round of negotiations
for a proposed Free
Trade Agreement
(FTA), coinciding with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's two-day
state visit to Israel be-
ginning Wednesday to
shore up bilateral de-
fence and trade coop-
eration amid the ongo-
ing tensions in the
Middle-east including
deteriorating ties be-
tween the US and Iran.

The inaugural round of
talks, which will continue
till February 26 in New
Delhi, follows the signing
of 'Terms of Reference' in
November 2025 that set
the framework for struc-
tured negotiations to
deepen bilateral trade and
economic engagement.

Technical teams from
both sides are holding dis-
cussions on trade in goods
and services, rules of ori-
gin, sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures, tech-
nical barriers to trade,

customs procedures and
trade facilitation, and in-
tellectual property rights.

During his two-day Is-
rael visit, the PM's engage-
ments will include his ad-
dress to Israel's
parliament, wide-ranging
talks with his Israeli coun-
terpart Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and a meeting
with President Isaac Her-
70g.

It is learnt that boosting
overall defence and secu-
rity cooperation between
the two sides will be a ma-
jor area of discussions dur-

ing delegation level talks
involving the two prime
ministers on Thursday.

Netanyahu is scheduled
to host a private dinner for
Modi on Wednesday night.

It will be Modi's second
visit to Israel in nine years.
The India-Israel relation-
ship was elevated to the
level of strategic partner-
ship during Modi's first
visit to that country in July,
2017.

Netanyahu had made a
return visit to India in Jan-
uary 2018. India and Israel
share a robust strategic

India abstains from UNGA draft
resolution on 4th anniversary of war

NEW DELHI, FEB
24: India and 50 other
countries on Tuesday ab-
stained on a UN General
Assembly draft resolution
calling for an immediate,
full, and unconditional
ceasefire between Russia
and Ukraine.

Titled "Support for Last-
ing Peace in Ukraine," the
resolution was adopted by
the Assembly's 193 mem-
bers on the day marking
four years of the conflict. It
received 107 votes in
favour, 12 against, and 51
abstentions.

The resolution was in-

troduced by Ukraine along
with Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Brazil, China, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, the
United Arab Emirates, and
the United States.

It reiterated the call for a
comprehensive and lasting
peace in accordance with
international law, includ-
ing the UN Charter. It also
urged the full exchange of
prisoners of war, the re-
lease of all unlawfully de-
tained persons, and the re-
turn of internees and
civilians forcibly trans-
ferred or deported-includ-
ing children-as a key con-

fidence-building measure.

The resolution reaf-
firmed strong support for
Ukraine's sovereignty, in-
dependence, unity, and
territorial integrity within
its internationally recog-
nized borders, including
territorial waters.

It expressed deep con-
cern over continued and
intensified attacks by Rus-
sia on civilians, civilian in-
frastructure, and critical
energy facilities, highlight-
ing the severe deteriora-
tion of the humanitarian
situation in Ukraine.
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Trump's tariffs return,
but at softer bite

NEW DELHI, FEB 24:
US President Donald
Trump has brought a new
global tariff regime into
force at a 10 per cent rate,
defying earlier signals that
the levy would be imposed
at a higher level. The move
marks the administration's
latest attempt to reassert its
trade agenda after a recent
legal setback forced a re-
think of how broad-based
import duties could be im-
plemented.

The tariffs come into ef-
fect from midnight, apply-
ing to a wide range of im-

ported goods not covered
by specific trade agree-
ments or exemptions.

While Trump had pub-
licly indicated that a
steeper rate was under con-
sideration, the formal noti-
fication set the levy at 10
per cent, creating an imme-
diate gap between political
messaging and policy exe-
cution.

Administration officials
have left the door opento a
possible increase later, but
no timeline or formal order
hasbeen announced so far.

According to official doc-

uments issued by the US
Customs, the tariffs have
been fixed at 10 pc, which
takes effect from Tuesday.

The scaled-back rate has
offered limited relief to
markets and businesses
that had braced for a
sharper shock. Even at 10
per cent, the tariffs are ex-
pected to raise costs for im-
porters and manufacturers
reliant on global supply
chains, with knock-on ef-
fects for pricing and mar-
gins.

Atthe same time, the
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Parl panel passes resolution

condemning ‘shirtless protest' by Cong

NEW DELHI, FEB
24:The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Communications and In-
formation Technology,
chaired by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, on Tues-
day passed a resolution
strongly condemning the
disruption at the AI Impact
Summit, where members
of the Congress Youth
Wing staged a "shirtless
protest,” calling the act in-
appropriate and harmful to
India's image on a global
platform.

Committee members

across party line described
the protest as an attempt to
embarrass the nation in
front of foreign delegates
and international repre-
sentatives attending the
summit.

The panel held its meet-
ing on oral evidence of the
representatives of the Min-
istries of Electronics and
Information Technology
and Information and
Broadcasting on Demands
for Grants (2026-27).

It may be noted that on
February 19, a group of

Congress youth workers
E—

barged into the India AI
Impact Summit venue at
Bharat Mandapam, many
of them shirtless, protest-
ing against the India-US
trade deal and raising slo-
gans against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

The incident has not
gone down well with other
prominent INDIA bloc
party leaders, who openly
condemned the act by the
Congress, calling it 'dam-
aging India's global stand-
ing.'

Prominent leaders who
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partnership with strong
cooperation across science
and technology, innova-
tion, defence and security,
trade and investment, agri-
culture, water, and people-
to-people relations.

In their talks, the two
prime ministers are also
likely to deliberate on the
prevailing situation in the
Middle-East including in
Gaza.

Following the outbreak
of the Israel-Iran conflict
in June last, Netanyahu
and Modi spoke twice on
the phone.

On October 9, Modi di-
alled Netanyahu and con-
gratulated him on the
progress made under Pres-
ident Donald Trump's
Gaza peace plan.

There has been an up-
swing in the India-Israel
ties in the last few years in-
cluding in the areas of de-
fence, scientific research,
cybersecurity and innova-
tion.

The defence cooperation
has emerged as an impor-
tant pillar of the partner
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VP to visit
Kashmir on
Feb 26

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 24

Elaborate security
arrangements have been
made across Kashmir ahead
of Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan's maiden visit to
the valley on February 26.

Heis scheduled to attend
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Keralarenamed

as Keralam

NEW DELHI, FEB 24:
The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a pro-
posal of Kerala government
to change the name of the
state to Keralam, Union
minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at its first
meeting held at Seva
Teerth, the new PMO com-
plex.

The Union Cabinet
chaired by the prime min-
ister approved the proposal
for alterating the name of
state of Kerala as 'Keralam',
Vaishnaw said.

After approval of Union
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Vande Bharat
to run between Jammu,

Sgr from Mar 1

NEW DELHI, FEB 24:
Northern Railway has an-
nounced extension of the
Vande Bharat Express ser-
vice to provide direct con-
nectivity between Jammu
& Srinagar from March 1,
2026.

As per an official com-
munication issued by
Northern Railway, SVDK-
SINA-SVDK Vande Bharat
Express will be extended
up to Jammu Tawi with ef-
fect from March 1.

The service, which was
earlier operating between
Srinagar and Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra, will
now run directly between
Srinagar and Jammu.

Railway authorities have
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Big move against Tahawwur Rana

Canada moves to revoke 26/11

mastermind's citizenship

TORONTO, FEB 24:
Ahead of Prime Minister
Mark Carney's visit to In-
dia, the Canadian govern-
ment is pushing to revoke
the citizenship of a Pak-
istan-born businessman,
Tahawwur Rana Hussain,
accused of playing a key
role in the 2008 Mumbai
terror attack.

Rana, 64, is a Pakistan-
born Canadian national
and close associate of one
of the main conspirators of
the 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks, David Coleman
Headley, alias Daood Gi-
lani, a US citizen.

Documents obtained by
Global News show that im-
migration officials have no-
tified Rana that they intend
to strip him of the Cana-
dian citizenship he ac-
quired in 2001.

He immigrated to
Canada in 1997 and was
later convicted in the US of
plotting to attack staff at a
Danish newspaper.

Rana, the mastermind
behind the 26/11 attack,
which killed 166 people,
was extradited from the

United States to India in
April 2025. He was ar-
rested by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
as soon as he landed in New
Delhi.

In its decision, Immigra-
tion, Refugees and Citizen-
ship Canada (IRCC) wrote
that Rana's citizenship was
being revoked not for ter-
rorism, but rather because
he lied on his application
form, the report added.

When Rana applied for
citizenship in 2000, he
claimed to have lived in Ot-
tawa and Toronto for the
previous four years, with
only a six-day absence from
the country, the IRCC
wrote in areport.

An RCMP investigation,
however, determined he
had actually spent almost
that entire time in Chicago,
where he owned several
properties and businesses,
including an immigration
firm and a grocery store.

The revocation decision
accused him of "a serious
and deliberate deception,"
and said his "lack of respect
for the citizenship laws of

Canada" had led immigra-
tion officials to wrongly
grant him citizenship.

"Yours is a case in which it
appears that you misrepre-
sented your residence in
Canada during the applica-
tion process for citizenship
by deliberately failing to
declare your absences from
Canada," IRCC wrote to
him on May 31, 2024.

"Your misrepresentation
led decision makers to be-
lieve that you had met the
residence requirements for
citizenship, when it ap-
pears you had not."

The government said it
was referring his case to the
Federal Court, which has
the final say on whether cit-
izenship was obtained by
"false representation or
fraud or by knowingly con-
cealing material circum-
stances."

A Toronto immigration
lawyer representing
Tahawwur Rana, also
known as Tahawwur Hus-
sain Rana, has appealed the
decision, arguing it was un-
fair and violated his rights,
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Prez stresses affordable
world-class healthcare for all

MUMBAI, FEB 24:
President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday inau-
gurated the nationwide
campaign 'Saving Lives &
Building a Healthier
Bharat' at Lok Bhavan in
Mumbai, saying that 'af-
fordable world-class
healthcare for all' should be
everyone's mission.

In her address, she said
the Government of India
had taken several impor-
tant steps over the past
decade to ensure citizens
remain healthy and have
access to quality health-
care.

Over 180,000 Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs provide
healthcare services across
the country. Under Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana, the
world's largest health in-
surance scheme, around 12
crore families receive
health coverage of Rs 5

lakh per family per year for
hospitalisation. National
programmes such as Mis-
sion Indradhanush, the
TB-Free India Campaign,
and the Sickle Cell Anemia
Eradication Mission are
protecting citizens from
diseases.

The number of MBBS
and postgraduate seats has
been increased to improve
availability of quality doc-
tors and paramedical pro-
fessionals. New AIIMS and
medical colleges have been
established in several
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Terrorists strike in Pak's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa; 6 cops killed

PESHAWAR, FEB 24:
At least six policemen, in-
cluding a deputy superin-
tendent of police, were
killed and one other was in-
jured in a militant attack
on a police van in Kohat
district of Pakistan Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Tuesday.

District Police Officer
Kohat said the attack oc-
curred on Shakardara
Road, where assailants am-
bushed the police vehicle,
resulting in multiple casual-
ties.

Deputy Superintendent
of Police Wahid Mehmood
and two gunners were ini-

tially reported killed, while
four personnel sustained
injuries and were rushed to
the hospital.

Three of the injured offi-
cials later succumbed to in-
juries, raising the death toll
to six.

Police officials said the
attackers also torched the
police van after the assault
and fled the scene.

Aheavy contingent of po-
lice was deployed to the
area, and a search opera-
tion was launched to track
down the perpetrators.

Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sohail Afridi
strongly condemned the

attack and sought a de-
tailed report from the In-
spector General of Police.
Terming the incident
"extremely tragic," the
chief minister described
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Police as the first line of de-
fence against terrorism.
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi also strongly con-
demned the attack on po-
lice saying that the law and
order situation in KP's
southern districts had de-
teriorated significantly.
Pak security personnel
and police have been on the
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Ladakh's Pashmina set to hecome
global luxury benchmark Kavmder

LEH, FEB 24: Ladakh
LG Kavmder Gupta today
said that the UT's Pash-
mina, renowned for its un-
paralleled quality, crafts-
manship, and heritage, was
poised to become a global
benchmark of luxury.

"With its unmatched soft-
ness, durability, and au-
thenticity, Ladakh's Pash-
mina is ready to capture
discerning markets world-
wide, combining tradition
with modern innovation to
create a world-class luxury
brand," he said while ad-
dressing Pashmina Con-
clave 2026, highlighting
Ladakh's vision to trans-

form its iconic Pashmlna
into a globally recognised
luxury brand.

The conclave brought to-
gether shepherds, artisans,

self-help groups, coopera-
tives, industry representa-
tives, financial institutions,
researchers, and govern
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