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ADELAIDE, FEB 20:
India will need their
batting big guns to fire
collectively against an
experienced Australian
bowling group in the
third and final women’s
T20 International to
seal a historic maiden
series triumph Down
Under, here on Satur-
day.

Despite registering a few
victories in the past, the In-
dian women are yet to score
a bilateral series win in Aus-
tralia across all three for-
mats.

To change that script, In-
dia need a better batting ef-
fort here and it starts from
openers Smriti Mandhana
and Shafali Verma.

Both Smriti and Shafali
got starts but failed to kick
on, impeding India’s rela-
tively easy-looking chase of
164 in the second match.

The veteran Aussie trio of
Kim Garth, Annabel Suther-
land and Sophie Molineux
exploited that opening, get-
ting rid of five Indian batters
for a mere seven runs to
wreck the chase.

But the Adelaide pitch of-
fers a lot more trueness than
its counterpart at Canberra,
and the Indian batters
should be able to trust their

pick-up shots here. An ex-
cellent outfield also adds
value to the drive here.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, Jemimah Rodrigues
and Richa Ghosh love the
ball coming on to the bat,
and they can expect some
assistance here.

However, the smooth na-
ture of the ground also puts
an onus on Indian pacers —
Renuka Singh, Arundhati
Reddy, Kranti Goud and
Amanjot Kaur — to be
steady in their lines, as the
Aussie batters can quite
ruthlessly exploit any slack.

In that context, no one is
a bigger threat than young
and prolific Georgia Voll,

who has seamlessly taken
over the opening role from
the now-retired Meg Lan-
ning and Alyssa Healy.

Those are massive shoes
to fill, but the 22-year-old
has been nothing less than
remarkable so far.

The Indian pacers will
have to stop Voll in her
tracks, and the spinners —
Deepti Sharma and Sree
Charani — too need to chip
in during the middle overs.

It is mandatory to keep
the range-hitters Suther-
land and Ash Gardner and
the innovative Phoebe
Litchfield quiet post the
Powerplay segment.

Teams:

India: India: Harman-
preet Kaur ©, Smriti Mand-
hana, Bharti Fulmali, Kranti
Gaud, Richa Ghosh (wk),
Gunalan Kamalini, Aman-
jot Kaur, Shreyanka Patil,
Sneh Rana, Arundhati
Reddy, Renuka Singh,
Jemimah Rodrigues,
Shafali Verma, Deepti
Sharma, Shree Charani,
Vaishnavi Sharma.

Australia: Sophie Mo-
lineux ©, Tahlia McGrath,
Darcie Brown, Nicola Carey,
Kim Garth, Grace Harris,
Phoebe Litchfield, Beth
Mooney, Ellyse Perry,
Megan Schutt, Annabel
Sutherland, Georgia Voll,
Georgia Wareham.

3rd Women’s T20I: India batters eye resurgence
against Aussies to seal historic series win
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Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Kunjwani ex-
celled with three medals, in-
cluding a gold in the just
concluded 48th Inter-col-
lege Athletics meet of the
University of Jammu, here. 

Gulnaz Kour and Ravin-
der Lakhotra  secured a gold
and two silver medals in
field and track events held
during the meet thus
brought laurels to the insti-
tution.

Gulnaz Kour delivered an
exceptional performance
and won gold in 200 meters
race and silver in 100 me-
ters. Ravinder Lakhotra
clinched silver in 400 me-
ters event. 

On their return, the ath-
letes were felicitated by Dr.

Manisha Sarup Kohli, Prin-
cipal, GDC Kunjwani. She
congratulated the students
on their outstanding success
and conveyed her best

wishes for their future en-
deavors.  

Dr. Kohli also applauded
the sincere efforts of Malik
Aijaz Iqbal, Physical Direc-

tor, along with the entire
Sports Committee of the
college, for their support
and commitment towards
nurturing sporting talent.

Students of GDC Kunjwani excels in Athletics
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Volleyball Association of
Jammu and Kashmir
(VAJK) today announced
the teams for the 46th Sub-
Junior

National Volleyball
Championship scheduled
to be held at Bandel,
Hooghly in West Bengal
from February 24 to March
one.

Earlier, before the teams
finalised, the selected prob-
able attended the 14 days
coaching camp, sponsored
by the J&K Sports Council
at MA Stadium, here.

Soon after the announce-
ment, the teams underwent
screening which was con-
ducted by the JKSC Man-
ager, Arshi Nad.

Subhash Kumar accom-
panying the boys team as
manager while girls team is
being accompanied by
Shazia Quareshi and

Khushi Sharma as man-
ager and coach respec-
tively.

The Teams: 
BOYS: Muzamil Ahmad,

Budgam; Udhay Raina, Ra-
jouri; Manan Q.K, Pooch;
Aftab Ahmad, Shopian;
Danish Sharma, Samba;
Faisal Amin, Kupwara;
Rahil Maqbool, Baramulla;

Sarjeel Masroor, Shopian;
Naman Sharma, Kathua;
Tahir Ahmad, Baramulla;
Bhat Afridi, Kulgam; Mo-
heen Qayoom, Poonch; Re-
han Parvez, Poonch; 13
Sourav Verma, Jammu.

GIRLS: Sobia Kouser,
Poonch; Muntah Manzoor,
Shopian; Gantavya
Sharma, Jammu;  Komal

Chib, Jammu; Akriti
Sharma, Samba; Manya
Bhagat, Jammu; Ananya
Sharma, Udhampur;
Tamanna Yousuf, Shopian;
Reeba Jan, Ganderbal; Ha-
dia Majeed, Baramulla;
Bhavya Sharma, Rajouri;
Suriya Tariq, Kupwara;
Monalika Sharma, Jammu;
Anshika Sharma, Rajouri.

Volleyball teams named for 
Sub-Junior Nationals
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The much-awaited Leg-
end Master 3.0 Inter-State
National T20 Cricket Cham-
pionship commenced with
great enthusiasm and
grandeur at the iconic M. A.
Stadium today.

The championship was
formally inaugurated by for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
Dr. Nirmal Singh in the
presence of K.S. Jamwal,
Senior Vice President, and
Vivek Suri, General Secre-
tary of the Veterans Cricket
Association J&K, along with
other dignitaries and sports
enthusiasts.

Organised by the Veter-
ans Cricket Association J&K
in collaboration with the Ex-
cise Department J&K and
Sree Toyota, the tourna-
ment brings together sea-
soned cricketing talent from
across the country.

Teams representing
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Bengaluru, Delhi, Ut-

tar Pradesh, and the host
team Jammu & Kashmir are
participating in this presti-
gious inter-state national
T20 championship, promis-
ing thrilling contests and
high-quality cricket.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Nirmal Singh lauded the
efforts of the organisers for
promoting veteran cricket
and providing a competitive
platform to experienced
players. He emphasized that
such sporting events not

only foster unity and sports-
manship but also
strengthen the sporting cul-
ture in Jammu & Kashmir.

Vivek Suri, General Secre-
tary of the Veterans Cricket
Association J&K, presented
the vote of thanks, express-
ing heartfelt gratitude to the
chief guest, participating
teams, sponsors, collaborat-
ing departments, and sup-
porters for making the event
a grand success. He high-
lighted that the initiative

aims to revive and promote
veteran cricket in J&K, of-
fering experienced crick-
eters a dignified platform to
showcase their talent while
inspiring the younger gen-
eration to stay connected
with the sport. The champi-
onship is expected to wit-
ness intense competition
over the coming days, cele-
brating the spirit of cricket,
camaraderie, and the grow-
ing prominence of veteran
cricket in the region.

Legend Master 3.0 Inter-State National
T20 Cricket Champ commenced

BANGKOK, FEBRU-
ARY 20: Bangladesh's
women's side ripped
through Pakistan for just 56,
sealing a commanding 54-
run victory in the Rising
Stars Asia Cup semi-final
and punching their ticket to
the final on Friday.

Bangladesh skipper
Fahima Khatun's all round-
performance, Sanjida Akter
Meghla's 3-fer, helped them
claim the victory.
Bangladesh scored 110 runs
in 20 overs, thanks to Pak-
istan Women's brilliant
bowling.

Pakistan A women won
the toss and opted to bowl
first.

Ishma Tanjim and
Shamima Sultana opened
the innings for Bangladesh.
They were off to a slow start,
finishing power play at 27/1,
losing Sultana to Waheeda
Akhtar in the fourth over for
13 runs off 13 balls.

Pakistan were in a com-
manding position after ten
overs as Bangladesh crum-
pled to 44/3. Ishma Tanjim
was dismissed for 12 runs
off 23 balls by Anosha Nasir
after getting hit on the pad
for lbw, and Sarmin Sultana
was removed by Omaima
Sohail for a score of 15 runs
off 20 balls.

Khatun was the only
standout batter from the

side who held the crease
from the eighth over to the
end of the innings, remain-
ing not-out with a score of
40 runs of 32 balls, with five
boundaries.

It was an excellent bowl-
ing display from the Pak-
istan side, restricting
Bangladesh to a scant total
of 110/8 in 20 overs. It was
expected to be an easy win
for Pakistan, but the Bengal
Tigresses had different
plans.

They started excellently,
with Fariha Trisna dismiss-
ing opener Eman Naseer at a
score of just four runs off 12

balls on the last ball of the
third over. Pakistan were at
the score of 8/1 after three
overs.

In the following over, San-
jida Akter Meghla cleaned
up Huraina Sajjad for a
duck. Pakistan crawled to
21/2 after the powerplay.
Following the powerplay,
Khatun bowled Shawaal
Zulfiqar on 14 runs off 17
balls.

Khatun was on fire. She
first contributed to run out
Gull Rukh (2) on the third
ball of the ninth over, and on
the last ball, removed So-
hail. Pakistan were 39/5 af-

ter 10 overs. The rest of the
wickets did not trouble
Bangladesh much as they
lost the remaining five wick-
ets for mere 17 runs, thanks
to Bangladesh's bowlers.

Akter ended the match
with three wickets while
conceding only six runs in
her spell, with two balls re-
maining in her quota.
Khatun was awarded the
player of the match for her
all rounding performace of
40 runs and two wickets.

Bangladesh will now face
India in the finals at Ter-
dthai Cricket Ground on
Sunday. (ANI)

Bangladesh bundles out Pakistan for 56,
reaches Rising Stars Asia Cup finals

BENGALURU, FEB-
RUARY 20: The Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) will be providing
more backing to the coun-
try's visually impaired crick-
eters as a part of global
roadmap, in the form of
help in travelling and acco-
modation at home or away
from home during bilateral
events/tournaments and
access to the board sup-
ported stadiums which will
give them access to top class
playing conditions and pro-
fessional standards.

Over the past decade, In-
dia's visually impaired
cricketers have established

an extraordinary legacy on
the global stage, winning
multiple Men's World Cup
titles since 2012 and secur-
ing a historic inaugural
Women's T20 World Cup
triumph. The BCCI's formal
backing now ensures that
this success is not only cele-
brated but sustained and el-
evated through structured
support at the highest level.

This significant milestone
follows a series of construc-
tive discussions led by Jay
Shah, Chairman of the In-
ternational Cricket Council
(ICC), whose continued ad-
vocacy for inclusive growth
in cricket has been instru-

mental in shaping this col-
laboration. Shah engaged
closely with CABI leader-
ship, including Dr Ma-
hantesh G Kivadasannavar
(Chairman) and Shailender
Yadav (General Secretary),
to ensure that blind cricket
receives the structural sup-
port it rightfully deserves, as
per a press release.

To further strengthen the
journey of India's visually
impaired cricketers, the
BCCI has committed to sup-
port both the Men's and
Women's National Teams,
specifically focusing on:

-Provision of interna-
tional travel and accommo-

dation for two overseas
tournaments annually for
each team (Men & Women).

Exclusive access to BCCI-
supported stadiums and
grounds for domestic and
international fixtures, en-
suring world-class playing
conditions and professional
standards.

This partnership helps
CABI bridge the gap in sup-
port it receives through CSR
grants, enabling it to more
effectively promote cricket
for the blind on the global
stage, particularly by organ-
ising tournaments and sup-
porting participation in
away series. 

BCCI backs global roadmap to
strengthen cricket for blind

Sports & Allied News
JAMMU, February 20: Cluster

University of Jammu (CLUJ) organ-
ised Inter-college Powerlifting (men
and women) Tournament hosted by
the GGM Science College, here, today. 

Those winning teams were felici-
tated by the chief guest, Director
Sports CLUJ, Dr Vinod Bakshi while

Prof. Davinder Sharma was guest of
honour. 

In this day-long competition, hosts
GGM Science College emerged winner
with 24 points while Government
SPMR College of Commerce remained
second obtaining 17 points. Third posi-
tion went to Government MAM Col-
lege with 13 points.

Similarly, in women section, GGM
Science College, Government College
of Education, and GCW Gandhi Nagar
shared the first place with equal five
points. Second place bagged by Com-
merce College securing three points.

Among other prominent present
were Kajal Premi, Ravi Kumar, Nee-
lam Chalotra and Neelam Sharma. 

CLUJ Powerlifting meet held 


