Pak violates
ceasefire along LoC

Pakistan today violated
ceasefire along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kash-
mir's Kupwara sub-sector.

According to officials,
the ceasefire violation
took place around noon at
TMG (Toot Mar Gali) in
Nowgam area of Kupwara
when PoJK posts fired us-
ing small arms on Indian
posts.

The firing stopped after
some time, officials said,
adding that there was no
loss of life or injury to any-
one in the unprovoked
Pak action, officials said.
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CEO placed under
suspension

The government today
placed under suspension
Balbir Kumar, Chief Edu-
cation Officer (CEO),
Bandipora, with immedi-
ate effect pending an en-
quiry against him.

As per a government or-
der, the action was taken
under Rule 31 of the
Jammu and Kashmir Civil
Services (Classification,
Control and Appeal)
Rules, 1956.

The order states that
pending investigation,
Balbir Kumar stands
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31AS officers relieved
after transfer

The general adminis-
tration department today
relieved three IAS officers
from the Union Territory,
following their transfer
orders issued by the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.

As per separate orders
issued by GAD, Santosh D
Vaidya has been relieved
to join his new posting in
Delhi, while Syed Abid
Rashid Shah has been re-
lieved to take up his as-
signment in Chandigarh.

Baseer Ul Haq Chaud-
hary has been transferred
to Ladakh and relieved
accordingly.

All three officers stand
relieved with immediate
effect from February 20 to
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No power tariff hike
since Dec 2023: CM

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah today told the legisla-
tive assembly that there had
been no hike in power tariff
since December 2023.

"Billing in metered areas
is carried out strictly as per
actual electricity consump-
tion, while in non-metered
areas, bills are raised on a
flat-rate basis in accordance
with the agreed load, with-
out any arbitrariness," he
said while replying to a
question raised by Bashir
Ahmad Shah Veeri during
Question Hour.
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NH toll plazas
may go cashless
from Apr1

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: Highways authority
NHALI is considering dis-
continuing cash payments
at highway toll plazas
from April 1, requiring
commuters to use only
digital modes such as
FASTag or UPI for toll
payments.

Post implementation,
all toll payments at Na-
tional Highway fee plazas
will be processed exclu-
sively through digital
modes, using FASTag or
Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI), the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) said.

Cont. on P9 >
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Modi holds roundtable with 16

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: Prime Mlnlster
Narendra Modi on Fri-
day held a series of
meetings that included
a roundtable with
CEOs and founders of
16 AI and deeptech
startups, seven back-
to-back bilaterals and

separate  meetings
with heads of two lead-
ing firms.

During the roundtable,
the prime minister dis-
cussed the potential of har-
nessing artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in different
sectors, such as agriculture
and environmental protec-
tion, and promoting higher
education in the mother
tongue, among others,
with the CEOs and
founders of 16 AI and
deeptech startups.

The CEOs and founders
presented their ideas and
work during the interac-
tion, officials said.

CEOs and founders of 16
AT and deeptech startups
presented their ideas and
work at a roundtable meet-
ing with the prime minis-

ter.

Modi underscored the
need for strong data gover-
nance, cautioned against
misinformation, and urged
the development of solu-
tions tailored to India's
needs, said a statement
from Prime Minister's Of-
fice.

Referring to UPI as a
model of simple and scal-
able digital innovation, he
expressed confidence in
Indian companies and en-

heads of Al deeptech startups

couraged trust in domestic
products.

He also spoke about ex-
panding private participa-
tion in the space sector and
noted strong investor in-
terest in Indian startups.

Modi discussed the po-
tential of harnessing Al
technology in various sec-
tors like in agriculture and
environmental protection,
including monitoring crop
productivity and fertilizer
usage to safeguard soil

MEA on India's engagement
with new Bangladesh govt

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) on Fri-
day said India looks for-
ward to working closely
with the new government
in Bangladesh, underlin-
ing its commitment to fur-
ther strengthening the
multifaceted bilateral rela-
tionship between both
countries.

"Following the recent
13th national parliamen-
tary elections in
Bangladesh, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi con-
gratulated Bangladesh

Major reshuffle in admin

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman," MEA
spokesperson  Randhir
Jaiswal said while address-
ing the weekly media brief-
ing here.

"You have seen that once
the elections happened in
Bangladesh, our Prime
Minister congratulated
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman. At the swearing-
in ceremony, we had our
Speaker Om Birla repre-
senting the Government of
India. There he handed
over a letter from the
Prime Minister to the

Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, underlining
India's commitment to
support democratic, pro-
gressive and inclusive
Bangladesh. He also had a
bilateral meeting with the
PM of Bangladesh," he
added.

"Building on warm and
historic ties between the
two countries, we look for-
ward to further strength-
ening the multifaceted bi-
lateral ties with
Bangladesh. We look for-
ward to engaging with the
new government and tak
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20 IAS, 2 JKAS officers
transferred, posted

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

In a major reshuffle, the
LG's administration today
ordered the transfers and
postings of 20 IAS and two
JKAS officers.

As per a GAD order, Ash-
wani Kumar, awaiting or-
ders of adjustment in the
general administration de-
partment, is posted as fi-
nancial commissioner (ad-
ditional chief secretary),
power development de-
partment. He shall also

hold the charge of the post
of administrative secretary,
mining department, in ad-
dition to his own duties, till
further orders.

Ashish Chandra Verma,
financial commissioner
(additional chief secretary),
tourism department, shall
also hold the charge of the
post of administrative sec-
retary, agriculture produc-
tion department, in addi-
tion to his own duties, till
further orders.

Shailendra Kumar, fi-
nancial commissioner (ad-
ditional chief secretary),

agriculture production de-
partment, is transferred
and posted as financial
commissioner (additional
chief secretary), finance de-
partment.

M Raju, commissioner/
secretary, GAD, shall also
hold the charge of the post
of administrative secretary,
health & medical education
department, in addition to
his own duties, till further
orders.

R Alice Vaz, awaiting or-
ders of adjustment in GAD,
is posted as commis
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Ashwini Vaishnaw after India
joins strategic bloc Pax Silica

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: The world's confidence
in India's technology capa-
bilities and policy credibil-
ity has enabled the coun-
try's entry into the strategic
technology framework Pax
Silica, Union Electronics
and IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said after the
signing ceremony on Fri-
day.

"The world trusts India.
We have a large talent pool
and we have conducted our
foreign policy in a manner
that builds that trust. As

part of that, Pax Silica has
been signed, which is very
important for the semicon-
ductor supply chain, semi-
conductor manufacturing
and chip design, and for es-
tablishing the entire semi-
conductor ecosystem in

our country," he said.

The minister credited
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Commerce &
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and the vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for enabling the ini-
tiative and hosting the AI
Impact Summit.

"We are not merely hold-
ing a summit; we are build-
ing the future and laying
the foundation for the
young generation," Vaish-
naw said, adding that the
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health.

Stressing the importance
of promoting Indian lan-
guages and culture, he
called for expanding the AT
tools for higher education
in mother tongue.

Modi also congratulated
innovators for taking bold
risks and building impact-
ful solutions.

In healthcare, the PMO
said they use AI for ad-
vanced diagnostics, gene
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Terrorists injured;
AK, other items
recovered

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

A day after troops foiled
anintrusion bid from across
the Loc into Nathua Tibba
area of Sunderbani in Ra-
jouri sub-sector of Jammu,
forces today found blood-
stained tracks leading to-
wards PoJK, showing that
retreating terrorists had suf-
fered injuries.

A group of terrorists was
yesterday fired upon by the
alert troops near the LoC.
The troops opened fire soon
after picking up the move-
ment of the infiltrating ter
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Lt Gen Pratik reviews
anti-infiltration
grid in Kashmir

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

Northern Army com-
mander Lt Gen Pratik
Sharma on Friday reviewed
the anti-infiltration grid in
Kashmir and assessed the
operational preparedness
of the forces along the Line
of Control (LoC).

"Lt Gen Pratik Sharma,
visited North Kashmir to
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MBBS/BDS intern stipend
enhancement under
review: Govt tells LA

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

The government today
informed the House that
the proposal for enhance-
ment of stipend for
MBBS/BDS interns was
presently under examina-
tion in the finance depart-
ment.

Replying to a question of
MLA Hasnain Masoodi, the
health & medical education
department said that a
committee constituted by
the government had rec-
ommended raising the ex-
isting stipend from Rs
12,300 per month to Rs
25,000 per month in
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India witnessing civilisational

awakenin
PM Modi

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

LG Manoj Sinha today
said that under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India was
not merely scripting a tale
of economic progress, but
also witnessing civilisa-
tional awakening.

"Every citizen must hon-
our our glorious heritage
with full responsibility. The
devotion that preserved
our culture through adver-
sity must now drive the
new generation, turning
the wisdom of the past into
the strength of the present,
lighting the way forward,"
he said while speaking at a
public function at the sa-
cred and historic site of
Bankatashiv in Deoria, Ut-
tar Pradesh, where he
joined the devotees for Ma-
hayagya and Prana-
Pratishtha ceremony at
Shri Lakshminarayan Tem-
ple.

"Under the leadership of
PM Modi, India today is

g under
s leadership: LG

not only scripting a tale of
economic progress but also
witnessing civilisational
awakening," the LG said.

He offered a threefold
resolution for the future:
"We must transform India
into the preeminent nation
of the world, forge it into
the most formidable global
power, and establish it as
the ultimate sanctuary of
knowledge and intellectual
wealth on Earth".

"The sacred ceremony
marks a civilisational re-

vival, revitalising timeless
values and sharing them
across society," the LG said.

"Shri Lakshmi Narayan
Temple will inspire the
youth to stand proudly res-
olute in their glorious past
and awaken them to an ex-
traordinary present that
bears witness to sweeping
transformations across all
spheres of development,"”
he added.

"The entire world now
acknowledges that India
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Extraordinary order
SC directs deployment of judicial
officers in Bengal's SIR exercise

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: In an extraordinary or-
der, the Supreme Court on
Friday directed deploy-
ment of serving and former
district judges to assist the
Election Commission in
the controversy-ridden
special intensive revision of
electoral rolls in West Ben-
gal.

Ruing the "unfortunate
blame game" between the
EC and the TMC-led gov-
ernment, a bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M Pancholi passed a
slew of fresh directions to

ensure completion of the
special intensive revision
(SIR) process in the state.

The bench ordered dep-
utation of judicial officers
for adjudication of claims
and objections of persons
put under logical discrep-
ancy list.

It asked the Calcutta
High Court chief justice to
spare judicial officers and
find former judges to assist
in SIR work as it took seri-
ous note of state govern-
ment not sparing enough
grade'A’ officers for the re-
vision exercise.

The top court permitted

the EC to publish a draft
list of voters in the state by
February 28 while allowing
the poll panel to also issue
supplementary lists later.

The bench directed dis-
trict collectors and SPs of
the state to provide logisti-
cal support and security to
the judicial officers de-
puted for the ongoing SIR
work while making it clear
that orders passed by judi-
cial officers will be deemed
as orders of court.

It said judicial officers
will be assisted by micro-
observers and state gov
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'Maximum Optics Damaging India’

Cong's dig at Modi govt
over US-Pak ties

NEW DELHI, FEB
20: Taking a swipe at the
government, the Congress
on Friday said the romance
between the US and Pak-
istan continues unabated
while the "self-declared
Vishwaguru" is busy giving
the world "gyaan" which is
nothing but "MODI gover-
nance - Maximum Optics
Damaging India".

The opposition party's
attack came a day after
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif attended
the Board of Peace in
Washington along with

leaders of other nations
who have signed up to join
the Trump-led organisa-
tion.

Trump repeated the as-
sertion that Sharif had
claimed he saved 25 mil-
lion lives when he stopped
the war between India and
Pakistan. In his remarks,
Sharif described Trump as a
man of peace and a "sav-
iour of South Asia".

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said
the romance between the
US and Pakistan continues

unabated.

"It was on display yet
again in Washington DC
yesterday. That Pakistan
has paid no price whatso-
ever on the world stage for
orchestrating the Pahal-
gam terror attack on April
22, 2025 is a depressing
commentary on the Modi
government's diplomacy
which no amount of spin-
doctoring can erase. It is
all-too-evident," the Con-
gress leader said in a post
onX.

"Meanwhile, the self-de
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Ladakh LG pays obeisance
at Baba LaI ji temple |

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 20

Ladakh LG Kavinder
Gupta today paid obeisance
at the historic Baba Lal ji
temple at Dhianpur Dham
in Gurdaspur, Punjab.

He offered prayers and
sought blessings for peace,
prosperity and the well-be-
ing of the people of Ladakh
and the entire nation.

The sacred shrine, known
for its rich spiritual and cul-
tural legacy, holds deep rev-
erence among devotees
across the country.

During his visit, the LG

interacted with the temple
authorities and members of
the management commit-
tee. He appreciated their
dedicated efforts in preserv-
ing the heritage and spiri-
tual traditions of the revered

He stated that such places
of worship serve as centres
of spiritual strength, social
harmony and cultural con-
tinuity.
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