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Jaishankar discusses ‘deepening cooperation’ 9-judge SC bench to hear pleas on discrimination
with Canadian counterpart Anita Anand

MUNICH, FEB 16:
Minister of External Affairs
S Jaishankar and his Cana-
dian counterpart Anita
Anand discussed “deepening
cooperation” and “partner-
ship opportunities” between
the two countries on the side-
lines of the Munich Security
Conference ahead of Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s
likely visit to India next
month.A

This marks the fifth meet-
ing between the ministers
since September 2025, re-
flecting the growing momen-
tum in the Canada-Indiarela-
tionship, a statement issued
by Global Affairs Canada
(GAC) said on Sunday.A

“Was great to sitdown and
catch up with FM @Ani-
taAnandMP of Canada. In-
dia-Canada ties continue
their steady progress,” Jais-
hankar posted on social me-
dia after the meeting on Sat-
urday.

The two ministers dis-
cussed deepening coopera-
tion in several areas, includ-

ing energy, technology, and
trade. “Good to see my In-
dian counterpart Minister
@DrSJaishankar to discuss
the Canada&€”India rela-
tionship and the work ahead
to advance our shared inter-
ests,” Anand posted on social
media.A

Anand noted India’s im-
portance as a partner for
Canada as the two ministers
shared technological benefits
and significant partnership
opportunities for businesses,
industries and workers of

both countries.A
“Canadaremains commit-
ted to constructive engage-
ment, and | look forward to
continuing our efforts in In-
dia,” she added.
The ministers also under-

scored the substantive
progress made on the joint
roadmap for Canada-India
relations announced in Oc-
tober 2025.A

They emphasised their
commitment to strengthen-
ing ties through the imple-
mentation of roadmap prior-

itiesas well as expanding and
diversifying Canada-India
trade in support of economic
resilience and stability.

The India-Canada rela-
tions hit rock bottom follow-
ing then prime minister
Justin Trudeau’s allegations
in 2023 of a potential Indian
link to the killing of Khalis-

tani separatist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar.
India had dismissed

Trudeau’s accusation as “ab-
surd”.

In October 2024, Indiare-
called its high commissioner
and five other diplomats af-
ter Ottawa attempted to link
them to the Nijjar case. India
also expelled an equal num-
ber of Canadian diplomats.

However, Liberal Party
leader Carney’svictory in the
parliamentary election in
April last year helped in be-
ginning the process to reset
relations.

Both sides have already
posted their high commis-
sioners in each other’s capi-
tals. (PTI)

North Korea opens new housing district

for fam

SEOUL, FEB 16: North
Korea said Monday it com-
pleted a new housing district
in Pyongyang for families of
North Korean soldierskilled
while fighting alongside
Russian forces in Ukraine,
the latest effort by leader Kim
Jong Un to honor the war
dead.

State media photos
showed Kim Jong Un walk-
ing through the new street—
called Saeppyol Street—and
visiting the homes of some of
the families with hisincreas-
ingly prominent daughter,
believed to be named Kim Ju
Ae, as he pledged to repay the
“young martyrs” who “sacri-
ficed all to their motherland”.

In recent months, North
Korea has intensified propa-
ganda glorifying troops de-
ployed to fight in Russia’s
war against Ukraine, such as
establishingamemorial wall
and buildingamuseum. An-
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ster internal unity and curb
potential public discontent.
Kim in recent months has
sent thousands of troops and
large quantities of military
equipment, including ar-
tillery and missiles, to fuel
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war on Ukraine, as
the leaders align in the face

of their separate confronta-
tions with Washington.
South Korea's National In-
telligence Service told law-
makers lastweek itestimates
that about 6,000 North Ko-
rean troops were Killed or
wounded during their de-
ploymentin the war, but did
not provide a breakdown of
fatalities. The agency said

last year it believed roughly
600 had died.

The spy agency believes
North Korean forces are ben-
efiting from the war by gain-
ing modern combat experi-
ence and Russian technical
support that could improve
the performance of their
weapons systems, according
to lawmakers.

JEE-Main Results: 12 Candidates Bag 100 Score
In First Edition Of Exam, 3 From Rajasthan

NEW DELHI, FEB 16:
Twelve candidates have
bagged the perfect 100 score
in engineering entrance
exam JEE-Main 2026, with
the maximum of them hail-
ing from Rajasthan, the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
announced on Monday.

More than 13.04 lakh can-
didates had appeared for the
first edition of the crucial
exam.

Among the candidates
who have secured an NTA
score of 100, three are from

Rajasthan, two from Andhra
Pradeshand oneeachisfrom
Delhi, Bihar, Odisha,
Haryana, Maharashtra, Gu-
jaratand Telangana.

All the 12 candidates are
male.

According to officials, the
NTA scoreis not the same as
the percentage of marks ob-
tained but normalised
scores.

“NTA scores are nor-
malised scores across multi-
shift papersand are based on
the relative performance of

all those who appeared for
the examination in one shift.
The marks obtained are
transformed into a scale
ranging from 100 to O for
each shift of examinees. The
NTA score is not the same as
the percentage of marks ob-
tained,” a senior official ex-
plained.

According to the NTA offi-
cials, a Central Control
Room was opened to moni-
tor and facilitate the smooth
conduct of the examination
ontheground.

“The NTA had made elabo-
rate arrangements at various
levels and taken help from
state and district authorities
for the smooth conduct of the
examination. The OTP-
based Aadhaar E-KYC was
introduced for the first time
asakey method for authenti-
cating candidates during the
registration process. Theini-
tiative aims to prevent im-
personation and address po-
tential criticisms in the
future,” the official added.
(Agencies)

Kargil war veterankills wife, son; then dies by suicide

KANPUR (UP), Feb 16:
A 51-year-old retired army
personnel, who was a Kargil
war veteran, allegedly shot
his wife and 16-year-old son
dead at their home here in
Sen Pashchim Para, before
dying by suicide on a nearby
railway track, police said on
Monday.

The incident came to light
on Monday morning when
the police received informa-
tion about a man being
found dead on the railway
track near the Kathogar-Im-
lipur underpass.

The body, prima facie sus-
pected to be a case of suicide
after being run over by a
goods train, was identified as
that of Chetram Paswan
through an Aadhaar card re-
covered from his pocket. A
motorcycle found parked
nearby helped the police
trace his residence.

When officers reached his
house in Tulsiyapur’'s Nai

Basti locality to inform family
members, they discovered
the bodies of his wife, Sunita
Verma (40), and their son,
Deep (16), inside the house.

According to the police,
Sunita was found lying near
the bed with a gunshot
wound to her head, while
Deep was found near the
bedroom entrance with a
bulletinjury to his chest.

Bloodstains were visible
from the kitchen to the bed-
room. Alicensed double-bar-
rel (DBBL) gun was recov-
ered from the spot,
Additional Commissioner of
Police (Lawand Order) Vipin
Tada said, adding that a do-
mestic dispute seems to have
occurred late Sunday night,
following which Paswan al-
legedly shot his wife.

The sonis believed to have
rushed in after hearing the
gunshot and was also shot.
Paswan then left the house,
locked the main gate from

outside, and later died by sui-
cide on the railway track, an
official said.

The ACP further said that,
primafacie, the case appears
to be a murder-suicide, but
the exact sequence of events
will be confirmed only after
adetailed investigation.

“Forensic teams have col-
lected blood samples, the
weapon, CCTV footage and
other evidence from the
scene. All angles, including
family and financial issues,
are being examined,” Tada
said, adding that the bodies
have been sent for post-
mortem examination.

Paswan, a native of Serua
Bakhariya village in Ghatam-
pur, had retired from the In-
dian Army and was working
asasecurity guard atabank.
He was also receiving a pen-
sion. The family had moved
into their newly constructed
house around three months
ago.

Police sources said that
Paswan had earlier taken a
loan of approximately Rs 12
lakh for his daughter’s wed-
ding and for the construction
of his house. The amount
was allegedly repaid recently
after his father sold a portion
of agricultural land and gave
him the money. His daugh-
ter got married six months
ago.

Neighbours told the police
that the couple had argued
late on Sunday night. How-
ever, the motive behind the
killings remains unclear.

Meanwhile, Paswan’s
brother has alleged foul play,
claiming that the war veteran
“could not have committed
such an act”. He also ques-
tioned certain circumstances
atthe sceneand demandeda
thorough probe.

Police said that further le-
gal action will be taken based
on forensic findings and the
post-mortem report. (PTI)

against women at religious places

NEW DELHI, FEB 16:
The Supreme Courton Mon-
day said that a nine-judge
bench will commence final
hearing on a batch of peti-
tions relating to discrimina-
tion against women in reli-
gionsand at religious places,
including Kerala’s Sabari-
malaTemple.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M Pancholi said the
bench, which will be consti-
tuted by the CJI, will com-
mence the crucial hearingon

the petitionson April 7.

It said that the hearing is
likely to conclude on April
22. The bench asked the par-
ties to file their written sub-
missions on or before March
14. Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta for the Centre said he
supported the pleas for re-
view of the Sabarimala ver-
dict that allowed entry of
women of all age groups in
the sacred hill-top shrine in
Kerala.

The  bench-appointed
lawyer Krishna Kumar Singh
is the nodal counsel for par-

ties supporting the review of
the Sabarimalaverdict.

It also appointed Shash-
wati Pari as the nodal coun-
sel for those opposing the re-
view of the verdict.

“We also deem itappropri-
ate that senior advocate K
Parameshwar along with
Shivam Singh are appointed
as the amicus. Singh shall
submit the stand taken by all
parties before this court,” the
CJl said.

“The nine-judge bench will
begin hearing the Sabari-
mala review case on April 7,

2026 at 10:30 am. The re-
view petitioners or the party
supporting them shall be
heard from April 7 to April 9.
The ones opposing the re-
view shall be heard on April
14 to April 16. The rejoinder
submissions, if any will be
heard on April 21, 2026 fol-
lowed by the final and con-
cluding submissions by the
learned amicus which is ex-
pected to be over by April
22,”the order said.

The bench asked the
lawyer for the parties to ad-
here to the time schedule.

PM Modi Inaugurates India Al Impact
Expo, Interacts With Startups

NEW DELHI, FEB 16 :
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday inaugu-
rated the India Al Impact
Expo here featuring over
600 high-potential startups
and 13 country pavilions

showcasing international
collaboration in the Al
ecosystem.

He also interacted with
startups participating in the
expo.

The prime minister visited
various stalls and spoke with
the companies participating
inthe expo. He was seen ask-

ing questions from company
representatives to better un-
derstand what they are
showcasing.

The prime minister spent
several minutes at various
stalls while interacting with
the representatives.

The Expo brings together
global technology firms, star-
tups, academiaand research
institutions, central and state
governments and interna-
tional partners.

Spread across 10 arenas
covering more than 70,000
square metres, the Expo

brings together global tech-
nology firms, startups, acad-
emia and research institu-
tions, Union ministries, state
governments and interna-
tional partners.

The Expo also features 13
country pavilions, showcas-
ing international collabora-
tion in the Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) ecosystem. These
include pavilions from Aus-
tralia, Japan, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Switzerland, Serbia,
Estonia, Tajikistan and

Africa.

The Expo will host over
300 curated exhibition pavil-
ions and live demonstra-
tions, structured across three
thematic chakras — people,
planetand progress.

In addition, the Expo will
feature over 600 high-poten-
tial startups, many of them
building globally relevant
and population-scale solu-
tions. These startups will
demonstrate working solu-
tions that are already de-
ployed in real-world settings.
(Agencies)

‘Don’t trust anybody before marriage”. SC advises
caution in pre-marital physical relationship

NEW DELHI, FEB 16:
The Supreme Courton Mon-
day said a boy and a girl be-
fore marriage are “total
strangers” and they should
be cautious while indulging
in pre-marital physical rela-

tionships.
A bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and Ujjal

Bhuyan, which was hearing
the bail plea of a man ac-
cused of rape on a false
promise of marriage, ques-
tioned the woman why she
travelled all the way to Dubai
where they indulged in phys-
ical relationship.

“It's consensual. We may
be old-fashioned but a boy
and girl before marriage are
total strangers. They should
be circumspect in indulging
in physical relationships be-
fore marriage,” the bench ob-
served.

“Whatever may be the
thick and thin of their rela-
tionship, we fail to under-
stand how they can be in-
dulging in physical
relationship before mar-

riage. Maybe we are old-
fashioned but you must be
very careful, nobody should
believe anybody before mar-
riage,” Justice Nagarathna
said.

Counsel for the woman
said they met on a matrimo-
nial website in 2022 and he
allegedly established physi-
cal relations with her on a
false promise of marriage on
multiple occasions in Delhi
and later in Dubai.

Justice Nagarathna ques-
tioned the woman about
what was the need for her to
travel to Dubai and observed
thatitappears to be a case of

consensual relationship.
“She should not have gone
before marriage if she was so
strictaboutit.

We will send them to me-
diation. These are not cases
which are to be tried and
convicted whenthere is con-
sensual relationship,” she
said.

Justice Nagarathna asked
the counsel for the man to
pay some compensation to
her and be done withiit.

The bench also asked the
woman'’s counsel to explore
the possibility of settlement
and posted the matter for
hearing on Wednesday to see

the views of both the parties.
The woman has claimed in
her complaint that on hisin-
sistence, she travelled to
Dubai where he allegedly es-
tablished physical relations
with her on false pretext of
marriage and recorded inti-
mate videos without her con-
sent, threatening to circulate
them if she resisted.

The woman said that later
she learnt that he had mar-
ried asecond womanin Jan-
uary, 2024 in Punjab.

The Delhi High Court and
the trial court had dismissed
the bail application of the
man.

The high court rejected
bail, saying the allegations
prima facie indicate that the
promise of marriage was
false from inception, partic-
ularly as the petitioner was
already married and had
married againon January 19,
2024.

Aggrieved by the high
court’s order, the man ap-
proached the top court for
bail inthe case. (PTI)

Rahul Tutored By NGOs That Good Days Will Come

For Cong; He Is Not Interested In Running Par: Rijiju

TAWANG, FEB 16: Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Monday
claimed that Congress leader
Rahul Gandbhi is not inter-
ested in the smooth func-
tioning of Parliament, and
some NGOs have tutored
him that “good days” will
come for his party and that is
why he has been stalling the
House.

Rijiju also said that the
government is not going to
take any more extra steps to
“placate” the Congress to
defuse the situation in Par-
liament as he had made
“many attempts” so that the
House functions properly,
butinvain.

“Rahul Gandhiisnotinter-
ested in running the House.
Heisinterested in making is-
sues. Rahul Gandhi was tu-
tored by some NGOs that
your days will come. But
their dayswon'tcome. Inthe
next elections, their tally (in
the Lok Sabha) will further
godown,” hetold PTl inan
interview here.

Rijiju, who is on a visit to
his Lok Sabha constituency
Arunachal West, said the rul-
ing alliance has no problem

with the opposition stalling
the House as he had made
many attempts to defuse the
situation, including speaking
to senior Congress leader K
C Venugopal and a few oth-
ers.

“We are not going to do
anything extrato placate the
Congress. The Congress is
frustrated because the party
is losing election after elec-
tion. They are desperate to
change the situation,” he
said. The Union minister
claimed there was pressure
on the Congress from the
smaller parties in Parliament
to not stall the House be-
cause they lose out their time

tospeak.

“All opposition is not with
the Congress. Smaller parties
are not being able to utilise
their respective party time.
Smaller parties are unhappy
with Rahul Gandhi. Some of
them have not even signed
the motion against the
Speaker,” he said.

Rijiju said some members
of other political parties kept
telling him that they wanted
the House to function.

Most days of the first part
of the Budget Session in the
Lok Sabhawitnessed disrup-
tions and adjournments af-
ter Gandhi was disallowed by
the Chair from quotinganar-

ticle based on excerpts of for-
mer Army chief M M Nara-
vane’s “unpublished mem-
oir”, which has references to
the India-China conflict of
2020.

Eight opposition members
were suspended for the re-
mainder of the Budget Ses-
sion for unruly behaviour in
the House.

The opposition also moved
a No-confidence Motion
against Speaker Om Birla for
his removal from office, al-
leging that he had acted in a
“blatantly partisan” manner.

The Speaker last week de-
cided to step aside from his
role as the presiding officer
of the House, hours after the
opposition submitted the
motion for his removal from
office, alleging that he had
acted in a “blatantly parti-
san” manner.

The Budget Session, which
started with the President’s
address to the joint sitting of
Parliament, on January 28
and went on recess on Feb-
ruary 12. The Budget 2026
was presented on February
1. The session will be recon-
vened on March 9 and will
endon April 2. (AGENCIES)



