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JAMMU, FEBRUARY 11: The
Legislative Assembly today passed the
grants amounting to Rs. 12,98,872.13
Lakh for School Education department,
Rs. 8,65,476.57 Lakh for Health and
Medical Education department, Rs.
4,45 ,671.59 Lakh for Social Welfare de-
partment and Rs. 2,15,016.37 Lakh for
Higher Education department through
voice vote.

The grants were passed after day long
discussion by Members in the house.

Winding up the discussion on the De-
mands for Grants, Minister for Health
and Medical Education, Social Welfare
and Education, Sakeena Itoo expressed
gratitude to Legislators for their valu-
able suggestions and ideas regarding
functioning of Departments under her
charge.

She added that the way MLAs high-
lighted the overall challenges in these
sectors and their Constituency wise is-
sues related to these sectors, will defi-
nitely guide Governmentin addressing
any future challenges.

Minister Sakeenaassured the Legisla-
tors that the departments will examine
the valuable suggestions put forth by
Legislators and maximize their efforts
to address their genuine issues raised
during the discussion on demand for
grants.

“Education, Health and Social Wel-
fare are the most important sectors
upon which the foundation of a nation
depends. Under the visionary leader-
ship of late Sher-e-Kashmir Sheikh Mo-
hammad Abdullah, these sectors were
given prime importance.”

The Minister expressed gratitude to
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah that de-
spite all financial limitations as Finance
Minister, he has kept extraordinary
budget provisions for Education,
Health and Social Welfare sectors. “This
budgetary supportwill help inimproving
the quality of Education as well as
Health services and welfare of deserv-
ing persons. No Budget is perfect ever,
but it is Honest in intent, grounded in
reality and guided by compassion”, she
said.

She remarked that the budget pre-
sented by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on 6th February is a historical one as it
includes various initiatives which shows
inclusive growth of all sectors, particu-
larly education, health and social wel-
fare.

“The budget reflects a strong commit-
ment towards human development, im-
proved service delivery and inclusive
growth”, she said.

Speaking on School Education sector,
the Minister said that before this gov-
ernment took over, Education Policy in
J&K suffered from frequent experimen-
tation without consultation, teachers
were overburdened and students paid
the price.

The Minister also said that the Coun-
cil of Ministers in its maiden meeting
took a significant decision of restoring
the Academic Session from March to
November, which was a genuine and
constant demand of parents as well as
students. “The outcome of these re-
forms reflected in the recent results of
10th, 11th and 12th classes of winter
zones, particularly in Government
schools, which stands at all time high
(85% in 10th Class, 84% 12th Class and
83% in 11th Class). I hope the results of
summer zone in all these three classes
will be far better”, she said.

She added that our Government re-
mains committed to Teacher Empow-
ermentand Training, restoring respect
to the profession and upgrading govern-
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ment schools, so that poverty does not
determine quality.

Reflecting on achievements of School
Education sector, Minister Sakeena
said thatas many as 2894 CPWs (1050
in Jammu and1844 in Kashmir) have
been regularised in a landmark deci-
sion, adding that remaining eligible
CPWs shall also be regularised as per
rules/eligibility and vacancy of posts
under promotion quota. She added that
to cope up the shortage of subject ori-
ented staff, the department hired Clus-
ter Resource Coordinators (CRC's) un-
der Samagra Shiksha on a monthly
remuneration of Rs. 25,000.

Regarding Human Resource Man-
agement in schools, high schools and
higher secondary schools, the Minister
said that 594 vacancies of Lecturers of
different subjects have been referred to
JKPSC and their selection listsare in fi-
nal stage.

She also said that 770 posts of Non-
Teaching staff of different categories ly-
ing vacant under direct recruitment
quotaare being referred to JKSSB.

The Minister also said that promo-
tionsand placements have been held in
the department under both gazetted
and non-gazetted categories to improve
academic activities in educational insti-
tutions. She added that other proposals
of granting promotions of different lev-
els are in progress in the department
which will be cleared in due course of
time and significantly improve learning
outcomes in educational institutions.

She also said that for inclusive educa-
tion 53 Girls Hostelsand 28 KGBVs are
being completed and upgraded.

Regarding infrastructure develop-
ment, the Minister said that during cur-
rent financial year, 2356 projects of var-
ious nature have been approved under
Capex, including 288 Additional Class-
rooms. She added that under Samagra
Shiksha 762 Additional Classrooms,
619 Boys Toilets, 710 Girls Toilets, and
604 Boundary Walls will be con-
structed.

For nextfiscal year, the Minister said
that we have proposed to add 329 Ad-
ditional Classrooms under Capex in
High Schools/Higher Secondary
Schools and 400 Additional Classrooms
under Samagra Shiksha.

The Minister also said that 172 Atal
Tinkering Labs (ATLs) have been estab-
lished in Schools till date and proposal
for establishment of 500 more ATLs has
been approved under Atal Innovation
Mission. She added that 2733 Smart
Classrooms in the first phase are pro-
posed for the Financial Year 2026-27 to
cover Middle, High and Higher Sec-
ondary schools, besides 289 Virtual Re-
ality Labs are to be established during
2026-27, with phased coverage of all
2530 High Schools and Higher Sec-
ondary schools to promote scientific
temper among students.

The Minister also said that 188 Astro-
Physics Labs (01 each in Education
Zone) are being set up during 2026-27 to
encourage hands-on learning in space
science among students and 100 Addi-
tional Science Centres will be estab-
lished in 2026-27 to encourage creativ-
ity among students.

She also highlighted that to conserve
local culture of different communities
and popularise mother tongue, text
books have been printed in regional lan-
guages like Dogri, Kashmiri, Pahari, Go-
jriand Sheenaetc, adding that Free Text
Books are being provided to students
from Class 1st to 8th under Samagra
Shiksha.

“The Government has recently

launched a dedicated educational DTH
Channel ‘JK e-Patshala’ available free
of cost to all students from class 1st to
12th and the department is going to in-
crease DTH channel from 1to 12 chan-
nels (one for each class) with aconcept of
‘One Class-One Channel”, she said.

The Minister also said that under Beti
Anmol scheme , 19870 girls have been
covered whereinanamountRs. 3.68 Cr.
has been utilised during 2025-26 and
an amount of Rs. 8.69 Cr. is being pro-
posed during next fiscal year (2026-27).

Speaking regarding Health Sector,
the Minister said that before our Gov-
ernment took over in October 2024,
hospitals had become symbols of ne-
glect rather than healing. “Healthcare
will no longer be a privilege of geogra-
phy orincomeitwill bearight delivered
atthe doorstep”, she said.

The Minister further said that this
Budget reflects our belief that health-
care is not an expense, but an invest-
ment, an investment in human capital,
social harmony and inclusive growth.

Reflecting on various achievements,
the Minister said, “160 bedded State-of-
the-Artadditional Block at Bone & Joint
Hospital, Srinagar, constructed at an es-
timated cost of Rs.140 crores has been
made functional from July, 2025. This
facility has substantially enhanced the
ortho and trauma care services in the
entire region”.

“243 bedded extensions of Labour
Block at SMGS hospital Jammu has
been dedicated to the people by Hon'ble
Chief Minister of J&K Jenab Omar Ab-
dullah last week”.

The Minister also said that around
3200 Bed capacity will be added in next
two years at various hospitals across
Jammu and Kashmir. She added that
State of Art surgical theatre block at
SMHS Hospital Srinagar at a cost of Rs.
50.24 Cr and establishment of Next
Generation Sequencing (NGS) facility
and Bio-Safety Level-111 (BSL-111) Lab-
oratory at GMC Jammu has been ap-
proved.

She also said that Emergency Medi-
cine Departments will be established in
all Government Medical Colleges in
comingyears.

“02 new Cath Labs, one each at GMC
Anantnag and GMC Jammu have been
dedicated for public. 02 more Cath labs
at GMCs of Rajouri and Baramulla will
be established during 2026-2027, 01
more Cath Lab at GMC Doda is in
pipeline”, she said.

To improve diagnostic services, the
Minister said that CT Scan Machine 128
slice has been installed at District Hospi-
tal Ganderbal besides installation of CT
Scan Machines in other major hospitals
like SMGS Jammu, CD Hospital
Jammu, DH Poonch, DH Budgam, Su-
per Speciality Hospital Srinagar (SSH)
and SMHS Srinagar are in progress. She
added that CT SCAN for Super Special-

Tourist hut at Naranag shall be completed
after Forest department verification: CM Omar
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Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, who is also the Min-
ister Incharge of the Tourism
Department, today informed
the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly that the
construction work of the
Tourist Hut at Naranag, initi-
ated in 2010, remains in-
complete due to land-related
disputes and site complica-
tions.

Replying to question
raised by MLA Mian Mehar
Ali during the Question Hour
of the ongoing Budget Ses-
sion, the Chief Minister
stated that around 70 per-
cent of the construction work
had been completed before
the project was halted.

He explained that the work

was stopped following objec-
tions raised by a local resi-
dent, who demanded com-
pensation or employmentin
lieu of the land, resulting in

obstruction and suspension
of further construction.

The Chief Minister further
informed the House that the
matter was subsequently

taken up with the Revenue
authorities. A report fur-
nished by the Tehsildar Kan-
gan clarified that the hut is
located on forest land be-
yond the boundary line of the
estate of Wangath.

He added that the issue
has now been taken up with
the Divisional Forest Officer,
Sindh Forest Division, Gan-
derbal, to obtain the relevant
land records of the site situ-
ated at Doshardi Morh,
Naranag, and that the mat-
ter continues to be pursued.

He further noted that in
view of the unresolved dis-
pute and pending site-re-
lated issues, no additional
funds have been projected
under any scheme sofar. The
Chief Minister assured the
House that the exact details
would be retrieved and
shared once available.

ity Hospital (SSH) Jammu has also
been proposed.

“The process for strengthening the
Diagnosticswith 1.5 Tesla MRIs for new
GMCs of J&K and 3 Tesla MRIs for
GMC Jammu, GMC Srinagar and
SKIMS to reduce waiting time of pa-
tients has been initiated”, she said.

“The process of establishing PET-
Scan facilities in GMC Srinagar has al-
ready been started and initiative will be
extended to two more GMCs in the
comingyears (01in GMC Anantnag and
0linGMCKathua)”.

The Minister also said that Dialysis
Services are being extended to 80
SDH/CHCs in next 15 months, besides
50 Al enabled X-Ray Machines will be
deployed in District and Sub-District
Hospitalsin J&K.

She also said that 44 Advance Life
Support Ambulances (22 each for
Jammu & Kashmir division) have been
added to existing fleet 102-108 Ambu-
lance Services, taking tally to 533 am-
bulances. She added that Bullet Proof
Ambulances for Border areas will also
be procured.

Regarding Cancer Management, the
Minister said that the government will
roll out a Cancer Control Strategy for
J&K in collaboration with NITI Ayog
and Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR). She added that the focus will
be on implementing various interven-
tions and strategies for management of
cancer in J&K and will include collabora-
tions for infrastructure development,
training and capacity building with re-
puted National Level Organizations like
Tata Memorial Centre.

The Minister also said that Jammu
and Kashmir has received the Award for
exemplary performance in ‘TB Mukt
Panchayat category’ in recognition of its
efforts under the National TB Elimina-
tion Programme, celebrating World TB
Day and 2060 Panchayats have been
declared TBfree.

She also said that for Human Re-
source enhancement, 480 posts of
Medical Officers have been referred to
JKPSC, 582 posts of Para Medical staff
have been referred to JKSSB, besides
468 appointments as Medical Officers
have been made through JKPSC during
last1.5years.

She further added that 268 Profes-
sors, Associate Professors, Assistant
Professors and others have been en-
gaged on Academic Arrangement basis
inall GMCs of J&K.

The Health Minister said that 340
MBBS seats have been added in all
GMCs, including ASCOMS Jammu, 128
PG seats have also been added in all
GMC’s including SKIMS and 34 PG
Ayurveda Seats have also been sanc-
tioned. She added that Government
Homoeopathic Medical College at
Kathuastarted 2nd batch of Bachelor of
Homeopathic Medical Science classes.

The Minister also said that various
initiatives have been launched for im-
proving healthcare facilities in SKIMS.
She added that SKIMS has installed the
LINAC system recently which is fully
functional and is providing radiother-
apy services to Cancer patients.

She also said that major equipments
like Ventilators (High End, Mid End ,
Low End), Nero Navigation Suite, Mod-
ular Operation Theatre, Neuro Endro-
scope, Radiology Information System,
Digital Angiography System, Eco-Car-
diography System, 32/64 CT-Scan,
Cobolt 60 Plant, and otherswill be pro-
cured for SKIMS during next financial
year:

The Minister further highlighted that
the Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) de-
clined to 9.8 and Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) t014.0, achieving SDG global tar-
gets well ahead of timelines. She added
that Institutional deliveries increased
t0 98.9—99.7%, while home deliveries
declined sharply from 2118 (2024—25) to
351 (2025—26) indicating signification
improvement.

Regarding Drug De-addiction, the
Health Minister said, “J&K has highest
number of functional Addiction Treat-
ment Facilities (ATFs) in country in
public health sector (21) and every dis-
trict is covered”. She added that these
ATFsacross J&K have provided around
1.5 lac patient consultations.

“Community Rehabilitation Program
called Circle of Care launched to have a
de-addiction counsellor inevery village
of J&K. So far 600 such counsellors
trained from Health, Education and
NRLM departments”, she said.

She added thatasurvey in 10 districts
of J&K will be launched to look in-depth
of problem and this survey will be part of
national survey in substance use disor-
ders.

While speaking about Social Welfare
sector, the Minister said that 28186 An-
ganwadi Centres are functional in J&K
and 8.41 Lakh beneficiaries are covered
under Supplementary Nutrition Pro-
gramme.

She added that 99 percent Angan-
wadi Centres are housed in functional
buildings and 338 Anganwadi Centres
housed in Government buildings have
been upgraded as Saksham Anganwadi
Centres in 2025-26 with facilities like
LED Screens, water purifiers, learning
walls, CCTVs, Bio metric Attendance
system, POSHAN Vatikas and Rain wa-
ter harvesting.

“Under UT Capex, 653 AWCs have
been upgraded as Bal Vidyalas. J&K
Government proposes to upgrade 1,000
AWCs, operating from rented buildings,
into Bal Vidyalas to strengthen infra-
structure and introduce technology-en-
abled facilities”, she said

“Capital allocation is proposed to be
increased from Rs. 67 Cr. To Rs.170 Cr
and 127 new AWCs will be constructed (1
eachin CDPO block)”.

The Minister also said that the Gov-
ernment has enhanced the pension of
10.19 lakh pensioners across categories
of old age, widow and disable persons
to Rs. 1250, Rs. 1500 and Rs. 2000 re-
spectively, adding that 100% pension to
8.83 lakh beneficiaries under ISSS is
fully funded by the J&K Government.

“The Government has enhanced mar-
riage assistance from Rs. 50,000 to Rs.
75,000 for AAY families to ensure digni-
fied wedding of their daughters,” she
said.

She added that during the current
year 27611 beneficiaries were registered
and Rs. 234 Crs were disbursed up to
December 2025.

The Minister further said that eligi-
bility norms were eased by removing
education bar.

Under Ladli Beti Scheme, the Minister
said that 198324 beneficiaries have
been covered till December 2025 and
an amount of Rs. 500 Crs was ear-
marked for covering 22198 beneficia-
riesduring 2025-26.

The Minister further said that
through Women Development Corpora-
tion, 812 units were established by pro-
viding soft loan of Rs. 24.36 Crs, generat-
ingemployment for 3257 persons.

For welfare of SC, ST and OBCs, she
highlighted that an amount of Rs.
1938.76 Lakhs as loan was disbursed to
cover 607 beneficiaries, generating em-
ployment for 1270 persons.

The Minister also said that for Sched-
uled Caste students, Government has
established 13 Hostels and construction
of SC/ST building at an estimated cost of
Rs. 8.07 Crs will be completed during
the currentyear.

While speaking on Higher Education
sector, the Minister said that out of 50
new Degree Colleges sanctioned in
2019, buildings for eight colleges have
been completed and construction work
of 24 Degree Colleges is in process, out of
which eightare atits finishing stage.

She added that building of Architect
College Jammu is at advance stage of
completion and building of Architecture
College of GCET Safapora Ganderbal is
alsounder construction.

The Minister also said that 35 Projects
of strengthening infrastructure in De-
gree Colleges/Universities under RUSA
land Il have been completed.

She also highlighted that 18 new pro-
jects under PM-USHA have been ap-
proved with an approved cost of Rs. 155
Cr to strengthen infrastructure in Uni-
versities and Degree Colleges, which in-
clude two Universities-SMVDU and
BGSBU, nine Degree colleges and con-
struction of 7 Girls Hostels in various
colleges of J&K.

The Minister also said that 58 unique
Major Under Graduate Programs are
presently being offered in Government
Degree Colleges and 65 colleges were
authorised to offer 153 additional
coursesduring 2025.

She added 2205 candidates were en-
gaged on need based Academic
Arrangement through Centralised Aca-
demic Arrangement Portal to ensure
uninterrupted academic delivery in col-
leges, apart from other regular recruit-
ments of Assistant Professors.

Earlier, Legislators Mubarik Gul, Mir
Saifullah, Nizam-ud-din Bhat, Choud-
hary Mohammed Akram, Dr. Bharat
Bhushan, Nazir Ahmad Khan (Gurezi),
Muzaffar Igbal Khan, Sunil Bharadwayj,
Surinder Kumar, Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami, Salman Sagar, Rafig Ahmad
Naik, Shakti Raj Parihar, Iftkar Ahmed,
Sheikh Khurshid, Pirzada Farooq Ah-
mad Shah, Mian Mehar Ali, Abdul Majid
bhat(Larmi) Rajiv Kumar, Sajad Gani
Lone, Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani, Hasnain
Masoodi, Waheed ur Rehman Parra,
Dr. Bashir Ahmad Shah (Veeri), Surjeet
Singh Salathia, Dr. Rameshwar Singh,
Rajiv Jasrotia and Qaysar Jamshaid
Lone participated in the discussion on
Demands for Grants and raised various
constituency specific issues.

Later, the Legislators Balwant Singh
Mankotia, Sajad Gani Lone, Mir Mo-
hammad Fayaz, Devinder Kumar
Manyal, Pawan Kumar Gupta, Shakti
Raj Parihar, Rafiq Ahmad Naik, Mohan
Lal Bhagat, and Sheikh Khursheed
withdrew their Cut Motions after assur-
ances by the Minister.

Govt prioritises creation of sustainable livelihoods through
entrepreneurship, skllllng Institutional reforms: Dy CM

JAMMU, FEB 11: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Surinder Choudhary today said that
addressing unemployment remainsatop
priority of Jammu and Kashmir govern-
mentand focus is on creating sustain-
able livelihoods through entrepreneur-
ship, skillingand institutional reforms so
that youth become job-creators rather
than job-seekers.

The Deputy Chief Minister was replying
to a question raised by Legislator Aga
Syed Muntazir Mehdi in the Legislative
Assembly.

He said that over 1.71 lakh youth have
registered on the Mission YUVA plat-
form, leading toaround 70K formal enter-
prise applications that clearly reflects
growing confidence in the programme.

He added that the Detailed Project Re-
ports (DPRs) for nearly 52,875 candi-
dates have been professionally prepared
through Small Business Development
Units (SBDUSs), ensuring technical and
financial viability.

The Deputy CM added thatas on date,
16,141 applications have been success-
fully completed, resulting in bank sanc-
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tions of nearly 71,000 crore, with over
?700 crorealready disbursed. He further
said that these figures translate into thou-
sands of enterprises being established on
the ground, supported by structured ca-
pacity-building, where 7,339 entrepre-
neurs have completed training and an-
other 5,000 are currently undergoing
training.

The Deputy CM said that as per the ex-
tensive survey conducted during the
month of January 2025, 4.73 lakh individ-
uals in the age group of 18-60 out of to-
tal 64.8 lakh individuals surveyed, have
reported ‘not working but willing to

work'. Thisincluded 1.79 lakh in Jammu
division and 2.94 lakh individuals in
Kashmir division.

The Deputy Chief Minister further
stated that from the remaining 37,000
applications currently with the banks,
about 15,000 cases are at an advanced
stage, pending completion of procedural
documentation and will be sanctioned by
31st March 2026. Besides, around
22,000 applications are assessed to be
credit-worthy and are expected to be
sanctioned progressively over the next
3—4 months, which clearly indicates a
strong and moving pipeline, rather than
stagnation.

Hesaid thatthe Mission YUVAisnota
subsidy-driven or indiscriminate loan
distribution scheme but a rigorous,
transparentand credibility-based entre-
preneurship programme. He added that
the multi-stage scrutiny ensures that
while every genuine aspirant is given op-
portunity, only financially viable and sus-
tainable enterprises receive bank finance,
protecting both the public resources and
the future of young entrepreneurs.



