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Islamabad attack on Shia mosque in
which 30 people were killed is not
an aberration; it’s a norm in a soci-
ety where the hate of others is get-
ting multiplied. The country was
formed on the basis of intolerance
and exclusivity; its founder M A
Jinnah, who lived all his life as a
secular-minded person, suddenly
taking the bait from the Muslim
League and favouring a separate
country for Muslims. Irony is that
there was no reciprocal offer from
the ’Hindu India’ choose to remain
home to all religions, faiths and cul-
tures. In due course these traits
flourished making India the most
diverse nation bound by values of
humanity and democracy. India
ended up being home to more
Muslims than Pakistan had. The
idea of Pakistan based on the hate of
others thus was a flawed one from
the beginning. As was feared,
Jinnah’s inaugural message that in
Pakistan, Hindus were free to go to
their temples, Sikhs to gurdwarads
and Muslims to mosques was buried
in the initial days of the new coun-
try’s formation. Nobody other than
Jinnah believed in Pakistan as a sec-
ular state. Gradually, the country
slipped into more hate of others.
Once the Hindu and Sikhs were out
of being the target of their intoler-
ance and hate, they began picking
people to hate and discriminate
against from among Muslims. It
began with Ahmaddiyas, then to
Shias, Hazaras and who not. The
hate was so strong that Pakistan’s
first Nobel Laureate Physicist Prof
Abdus Salam was not even fully
acknowledged by the country, leave
alone taking pride in him. His grave
was vandalised. Today, there are
home grown terror groups who tar-
get Pakistan’s Shias. It seems after
the recent attack on the mosque
three Shias were buried in Sunni
graveyard in Pakistan. One day
after, Sunnis protested, exhumed
the bodies and sent them back to
their region.

HATE MULTIPLIES

Kalyani Shankar

Communication between the Modi
government and the Opposition has
broken down, as evidenced by the tur-
bulent proceedings in Parliament last
week. There have been no back-channel
negotiations to resolve the paralysis.

The protests intensified on Monday
when Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla an-
nounced that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Rahul Gandhi, could not read from
a magazine containing an excerpt from a
book by retired General Naravane, cit-
ing parliamentary rules.

This breakdown in dialogue culmi-
nated in the Lok Sabha being adjourned
for the day last Wednesday, preventing
the Prime Minister from delivering his
usual reply to the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s Address. This was un-
precedented in Parliament’s history: the
Prime Minister was unable to speak in
the Lower House on the President’s Ad-
dress, underscoring the seriousness of
the disruptions.

Opposition Members of Parliament
from both Houses protested, especially
in the Lok Sabha. These protests led to
repeated adjournments of the Lower
House, often just minutes after it recon-
vened. During the protests, members
chanted slogans, entered the Well of the
House, and held banners and placards
in front of the Speaker. They also staged
a demonstration outside
Parliament.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was unable to enter the House be-

cause Opposition women MPs had po-
sitioned themselves near his seat in the
Lok Sabha.

Speaker Om Birla clarified the follow-
ing day that he had advised the Prime
Minister to avoid the House due to con-
cerns about potential disruptions near
his seat. He stated: “When the Prime
Minister was scheduled to respond to
the President’s Address, I had received
indications that some Congress mem-
bers might attempt to create a distur-
bance close to the Prime Minister’s
chair. Such actions could undermine
our democratic traditions. To prevent
this, I felt it was necessary to advise the
Prime Minister not to attend the House.
As the presiding officer, it is my duty to
safeguard these traditions.”

Women Members of Parliament ob-
structed the aisle near the Prime Minis-
ter’s seat just before his arrival, high-
lighting the active role of Opposition
women MPs in the disruptions.

In a related development, Rahul
Gandhi commented on a memoir by a
retired Army chief that has yet to be re-
leased. The memoir, written by General
Naravane in March 2023, is slated for
publication in December. General Nara-
vane has been widely recognised for his
integrity.Overall, Parliament faced sig-
nificant disruption due to repeated ad-
journments. This turmoil highlights the
challenges of maintaining parliamen-
tary decorum and the importance of re-
spectful debate for effective governance.
In earlier years, there were several high-

quality debates.
The following day, the Prime Minis-

ter spoke extensively in the Rajya Sabha
about his government’s achievements
and various initiatives it had launched.
He addressed India’s position in global
affairs and its increasing influence on
the world stage. The Prime Minister
praised his 11 years in office while
strongly criticising the Nehru-Gandhi
family for their failure to develop the
country effectively. The speech resem-
bled an election rally, filled with punch-
lines.

Members of Parliament often create
disturbances to protest and gain media
attention. Their actions include rushing
to the Well of the House, shouting slo-
gans, holding up signs, and at times
even tearing up Bills. This behaviour re-
flects deep political divisions and a shift
towards confrontational politics.

There has been a noticeable increase
in time lost to disruptions, as well as in
the costs of running Parliament. It costs
approximately `2.5 lakh per minute,
`1.5 crore per hour, and ̀ 9 crore per day
of taxpayers’ money, highlighting the fi-
nancial impact of these disruptions on
public resources.

According to NDTV, losses continue
to mount even when the Houses are ad-
journed, with expenses including the
operational costs of the high-tech Par-
liament building, staff salaries, and ex-
penditure on security, among
others.Disruptions in Parliament not
only hinder government accountability

and limit meaningful discussion but
also delay the passage of crucial legisla-
tion, affecting public welfare and policy
implementation. This underscores the
urgent need for reform.

Many committees have recom-
mended reforms for Parliament and
have emphasised the need for positive
change and support for necessary im-
provements. In a parliamentary democ-
racy, frequent disruptions not only hin-
der legislative progress but also erode
public trust and weaken democratic le-
gitimacy.To address this, electoral re-
forms are needed to improve the qual-
ity of elected representatives. Greater
understanding among political parties
should also be encouraged, using both
formal and informal mechanisms. By
increasing public awareness of Parlia-
ment’s role and how disruptions harm
the public interest, these disturbances
can be reduced.

Parliamentary standing committees,
such as those in the UK and Canada,
have successfully mediated conflicts
and improved decorum through struc-
tured dialogue and conflict resolution.
Such examples can inspire support for
similar reforms and demonstrate their
effectiveness in strengthening parlia-
mentary functioning. These reforms
should be implemented sooner rather
than later, with political cooperation
playing a crucial role in restoring faith
and ensuring the smooth functioning of
Parliament. Above all, strong political
will is required.

WHEN POLITICS DROWNS DEMOCRACY

Kalyani Shankar

Communication between the Modi
government and the Opposition has
broken down, as evidenced by the tur-
bulent proceedings in Parliament last
week. There have been no back-chan-
nel negotiations to resolve the paraly-
sis.

The protests intensified on Monday
when Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
announced that the Leader of the Op-
position, Rahul Gandhi, could not
read from a magazine containing an
excerpt from a book by retired Gen-
eral Naravane, citing parliamentary
rules.

This breakdown in dialogue culmi-
nated in the Lok Sabha being ad-
journed for the day last Wednesday,
preventing the Prime Minister from
delivering his usual reply to the Mo-
tion of Thanks to the President’s Ad-
dress. This was unprecedented in Par-
liament’s history: the Prime Minister
was unable to speak in the Lower
House on the President’s Address, un-
derscoring the seriousness of the dis-
ruptions.

Opposition Members of Parliament
from both Houses protested, espe-
cially in the Lok Sabha. These protests

led to repeated adjournments of the
Lower House, often just minutes after
it reconvened. During the protests,
members chanted slogans, entered
the Well of the House, and held ban-
ners and placards in front of the
Speaker. They also staged a demon-
stration outside Parliament.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was unable
to enter the House because Opposi-
tion women MPs had positioned
themselves near his seat in the Lok
Sabha.

Speaker Om Birla clarified the fol-
lowing day that he had advised the
Prime Minister to avoid the House
due to concerns about potential dis-
ruptions near his seat. He stated:
“When the Prime Minister was sched-
uled to respond to the President’s Ad-
dress, I had received indications that
some Congress members might at-
tempt to create a disturbance close to
the Prime Minister’s chair. Such ac-
tions could undermine our democratic
traditions. To prevent this, I felt it was
necessary to advise the Prime Minister
not to attend the House. As the pre-
siding officer, it is my duty to safe-
guard these traditions.”

Women Members of Parliament ob-
structed the aisle near the Prime Min-

ister’s seat just before his arrival, high-
lighting the active role of Opposition
women MPs in the disruptions.

In a related development, Rahul
Gandhi commented on a memoir by a
retired Army chief that has yet to be
released. The memoir, written by
General Naravane in March 2023, is
slated for publication in December.
General Naravane has been widely
recognised for his integrity.Overall,
Parliament faced significant disrup-
tion due to repeated adjournments.
This turmoil highlights the challenges
of maintaining parliamentary deco-

rum
and the
impor-
tance of
respect-
ful de-
bate for
effec-
tive
gover-
nance.
In ear-
lier
years,
there
were
several

high-quality debates.
The following day, the Prime Min-

ister spoke extensively in the Rajya
Sabha about his government’s
achievements and various initiatives
it had launched. He addressed India’s
position in global affairs and its in-
creasing influence on the world stage.
The Prime Minister praised his 11
years in office while strongly criticising
the Nehru-Gandhi family for their
failure to develop the country effec-
tively. The speech resembled an elec-
tion rally, filled with punchlines.

Members of Parliament often cre-

ate disturbances to protest and gain
media attention. Their actions include
rushing to the Well of the House,
shouting slogans, holding up signs,
and at times even tearing up Bills.
This behaviour reflects deep political
divisions and a shift towards con-
frontational politics.

There has been a noticeable in-
crease in time lost to disruptions, as
well as in the costs of running Parlia-
ment. It costs approximately ̀ 2.5 lakh
per minute, `1.5 crore per hour, and
`9 crore per day of taxpayers’ money,
highlighting the financial impact of
these disruptions on public resources.

According to NDTV, losses continue
to mount even when the Houses are
adjourned, with expenses including
the operational costs of the high-tech
Parliament building, staff salaries,
and expenditure on security, among
others.Disruptions in Parliament not
only hinder government accountabil-
ity and limit meaningful discussion
but also delay the passage of crucial
legislation, affecting public welfare
and policy implementation. This un-
derscores the urgent need for reform.

Many committees have recom-
mended reforms for Parliament and
have emphasised the need for positive

change and support for necessary im-
provements. In a parliamentary
democracy, frequent disruptions not
only hinder legislative progress but
also erode public trust and weaken de-
mocratic legitimacy.To address this,
electoral reforms are needed to im-
prove the quality of elected representa-
tives. Greater understanding among
political parties should also be en-
couraged, using both formal and in-
formal mechanisms. By increasing
public awareness of Parliament’s role
and how disruptions harm the public
interest, these disturbances can be re-
duced.

Parliamentary standing commit-
tees, such as those in the UK and
Canada, have successfully mediated
conflicts and improved decorum
through structured dialogue and con-
flict resolution. Such examples can in-
spire support for similar reforms and
demonstrate their effectiveness in
strengthening parliamentary func-
tioning. These reforms should be im-
plemented sooner rather than later,
with political cooperation playing a
crucial role in restoring faith and en-
suring the smooth functioning of Par-
liament. Above all, strong political will
is required.

Sukanta Majumdar

Achieving high marks remains
the primary ambition for most
students. In classrooms and
households across the country,
examinations are often seen as
decisive moments that determine
a child’s future. In keeping with
the vision of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who — through
Pariksha Pe Charcha — has cham-
pioned a student-friendly and
stress-free education system, it is
important to remind ourselves
that examinations are not meant
to be sources of fear, but opportu-
nities for learning, reflection, and
self-discovery. The Prime Minis-
ter’s consistent message has been
clear: marks should never define a
child’s worth.

The challenge of current per-
ceptions

Unfortunately, society often in-
terprets lower grades as signs of
failure or personal inadequacy.
This habit of judging a student’s
value solely through academic
performance has distorted our
understanding of what grades
truly represent. Too often, a sin-
gle score is mistaken for the total
measure of a student’s diverse
abilities and potential. The emo-
tional toll of this mindset is visi-
ble in disappointment, embar-
rassment, fear, and helplessness.
Persistent academic struggle can
even lead to what psychologists
describe as “learned helpless-
ness”, where students begin to be-
lieve that effort no longer matters.
At this stage, curiosity — the very
heart of learning — slowly fades.

The evolution of Pariksha Pe

Charcha
The spirit of Pariksha Pe Char-

cha seeks to correct this misun-
derstanding by placing the stu-
dent’s mental well-being at the
centre of the examination
process. It urges students, par-
ents, and teachers to see exami-
nations not as judgments on per-
sonal worth, but as milestones in a
longer journey of growth. Since its
first edition on February 16, 2018,
Pariksha Pe Charcha has grown
steadily in scope and participa-
tion. What began as a town hall-
style interaction at Talkatora Sta-
dium in New Delhi has evolved
into a nationwide platform reach-
ing millions of students through
in-person, virtual, and hybrid for-
mats. Participation has expanded
from a few tens of thousands in
the early editions to over 3.5 crore
registrations in 2025. The initia-
tive has rightfully earned a Guin-
ness World Record for its wide-
spread engagement, reflecting a
national commitment to making
education more humane and sup-
portive.

Understanding the meaning of

grades
Grades are intended to measure

a learner’s current level of under-
standing, skill, and progress in a
particular subject at a specific mo-
ment in time. They reflect perfor-
mance, not permanent ability.
While they may indicate class-
room attention, reading habits,
and preparation, they are never
absolute measures. A wide range
of factors — such as anxiety,
health, personal circumstances,
learning styles, teaching methods,
and assessment formats — shape
these outcomes.

Therefore, when a student per-
forms poorly, there is always
room for improvement. The right
perspective is crucial. Grades are
temporary indicators that high-
light areas for growth. When
treated as final judgments of abil-
ity, they damage self-esteem and
weaken motivation. When under-
stood properly as feedback, they
become powerful tools for learning
and development. In this sense,
poor grades are not the end of the
road, but signposts guiding stu-
dents towards better strategies

and deeper understanding.
Learning from failure: The role

of teachers and parents
Poor performance provides

valuable feedback about what
went wrong and why. Failure al-
lows reflection in a way that easy
success often does not. By
analysing mistakes, students can
identify patterns in their errors
and gaps in understanding. This
process strengthens learning and
long-term retention. Lower
grades remind students to reflect
on their habits, time manage-
ment, learning strategies, and pri-
orities. A student may realise that
distractions, ineffective revision,
or last-minute cramming are lim-
iting progress. Through reflection
and experimentation, learners
can develop study techniques
suited to their own abilities and
needs.

The influence of educators and
families

Teachers play a decisive role in
shaping how students interpret
success and failure. When educa-
tors compare students with oth-
ers or make negative remarks,
they may unintentionally damage
self-confidence. In contrast, when
they explain mistakes clearly and
offer guidance, they help students
improve. By encouraging collab-
oration and valuing every learner
beyond numerical scores, teach-
ers can transform classrooms into
spaces of growth rather than fear.

In many families, academic
performance is closely tied to ex-
pectations and social status.
When children underperform,
parents may react with anger or
comparisons, creating fear and

pressure. Supportive responses,
however, build resilience. By ask-
ing constructive questions and
encouraging problem-solving,
parents help children rebuild con-
fidence and motivation.

Peers also influence how stu-
dents cope with failure. By being
understanding and offering help,
students can support those who
are struggling. Helping one an-
other builds friendships and pre-
pares students for real-life chal-
lenges. Mindset ultimately
determines whether poor grades
become obstacles or opportuni-
ties. A growth mindset views chal-
lenges as chances to improve. We
must adopt a mindset in which
bad grades are seen as informa-
tive rather than discouraging.
They point to areas for develop-
ment, not the limits of potential.

In the end, what matters is not
the grade itself but how it is un-
derstood and used. When seen as
proof of failure, bad grades dam-
age self-worth. When viewed as
feedback, they become tools for
improvement.

In this larger vision, Pariksha
Pe Charcha stands as a transfor-
mative national platform that hu-
manises examinations and re-
stores confidence in young minds.
The Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  has consistently reminded
the nation that education is not a
race for marks, but a journey of
character, curiosity, and courage.
When grades are understood in
this spirit, they do not weaken our
children — they prepare them to
face life with strength and wis-
dom.

The spirit of Pariksha Pe Charcha

When politics drowns democracy


