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CMintroduces
Bill to amend
J&K State Civil
Courts Act

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today intro-
duced a Bill to amend
the Jammu and Kash-
mir State Civil Courts
Act, (Svt) 1977 (L.A. Bill
No. 03 of 2026).

The Bill was pre-
sented by him in the
legislative assembly.

It has already been
published in an extraor-
dinary issue of the offi-
cial gazette.

UT-level nodal officer
appointed for 8th pay
commission

The government today
nominated the Union Ter-
ritory-Level Nodal Officer
in connection with the 8th
Pay Commission.

A government order is-
sued in this regard says
that administrative secre-
tary, finance department,
has been designated as
the Union Territory-Level
Nodal Officer for coordi-
nating and liaising with
the Department of Expen-
diture, Ministry of Fi
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Search ops
launched in

Thathri woods

Security forces today
launched a search opera-
tion following information
about movement of three
suspects in  remote
Thathri woods of Doda
district of Jammu.

According to officials,
the cordon and search op-
eration was launched in
Katasoo and Donadi areas
of Thathri by a joint party
of special operations
group (SOG) and troops of
Rashtriya Rifles in the
morning.

While searches were in
progress when reports last
came in, forces were yet to
find any trace of the sus-
pects, officials said.

Other details
awaited.

12.3 lakh smart
meters installed in
J&K: Govt

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 11

were

The administration has
installed more than 12.36
lakh smart electricity me-
ters across the union terri-
tory under central
schemes, the government
informed the legislative
assembly on Wednesday.

The data was shared by
the Jammu and Kashmir
Power Development De-
partment (PDD) in a
written reply to a ques-
tion by legislator Waheed
Rehman Para.

The installation is be-
ing carried out under the
Prime Minister's Devel-
opment Package (PMDP)
and the Revamped Distri
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LA impasse ends after CM Omar

withdraws his ‘'remarks’

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 11

The impasse in leg-
islative assembly ended
and orderwas restored
after chief minister
Omar Abdullah today
expressed regret over
the remarks' he had
made in the House yes-
terday, targeting BJP
members during gen-
eral discussion on bud-
get.

The chief minister re-
quested Speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather to expunge
his remarks, if found unpar-
liamentary.

BJP members had been
protesting since morning.
They even staged a walkout
during Question Hour after
holding a protest inside the
House for nearly half an
hour. They demanded that
the chief minister should
come to the House and ten-
der an apology for his re-
marks.

-

Towards the fag end of
Question Hour, Omar
briefly entered the House.
Immediately after Question
Hour, he moved the listed
"Bill to amend the J&K State
Civil Courts Act" and then
left.

BJP members also re-
turned to the House and re-
sumed their protest, object-
ing to the chief minister's
absence. They urged the
chair to direct the CM to

come to the House and re-
tract his "unparliamentary"
statement.

The Speaker stated that
the BJP members had
closed their case by staging a
walkout. However, they re-
sumed their protest after a
brief verbal duel with the
ministers and the Chair.
They sat in the well of the
House, raising slogans as
the discussion on demands
for grants commenced.

Judicial process can become
punishment if misused: SC

NEW DELHI, FEB 11:
The Supreme Court has
said fidelity to the rule of
law requires the court to re-
member that the process it-
self can become the punish-
ment if this responsibility
is not exercised with care as
it quashed the charges of
caste-based violence
against a whistleblower in
the Madhya Pradesh VYA-
PAM examination scam.

Anand Rai had chal-
lenged the Madhya
Pradesh High Court order
upholding the framing of
charges in a case of caste-
based atrocities arising
from alleged violence and
abuse against an MP, MLA
and government officials
during arally in 2022.

A bench of justices Sajay

Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh which quashed the
charges under SC/ST Act
against Rai said the court
must consciously distin-
guish between a genuine
case that warrants a trial
and one that rests only on
suspicion or assumption or
for that matter without any
basis.

"To allow a matter to pro-
ceed despite the absence of
a prima facie case is to ex-
pose a person to the strain,
stigma, and uncertainty of
criminal proceedings with-
outlegal necessity. Fidelity
to the rule of law requires
the Court to remember that
the process itself can be-
come the punishment if
this responsibility is not ex-
ercised with care," the top

court said.

The verdict, which was
pronounced by the bench
on Tuesday but was up-
loaded on Wednesday said
that at the stage of framing
of charge or considering
discharge, the court is not
dealing with an abstract le-
gal exercise.

"It is dealing with real
people, real anxieties, and
the real weight of criminal
prosecution. Judicial re-
sponsibility at this stage
calls for care, balance, and
an honest engagement with
the facts on record. The
power to frame a charge is
not meant to be exercised
by default or out of caution
alone," it said.

The top court said when
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50 pc polling stations considered

'risky', CCTVs installed

DHAKA, FEB 11: More
than half the polling cen-
tres have been identified as
"risk-prone" for the gen-
eral elections in
Bangladesh, as officials
said 90 per cent of them
would be under CCTV sur-
veillance, with many po-
licemen deployed in the
capital, Dhaka, wearing
body cameras.

Bangladesh will hold
parliamentary elections on
February 12 - the first since
the ouster of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina in mas-
sive country-wide protests
in August 2024.

Officials said the Elec-
tion Commission's security

system was based on risk
assessment.

"Security deployment is
being made based on local
sensitivity assessments,"
Election Commissioner
Abul Fazal Mohammad
Sanaullah told a media
briefing late Tuesday.

EC officials said the elec-
tions would witness the
largest-ever deployment of
law enforcement personnel
and the most extensive use
of technology in the coun-
try's electoral history.

Sanaullah said the poll
body expected law enforce-
ment agencies to ensure a
peaceful atmosphere for
voters during polling and

?..

CM K

after elections.

He said the EC was
largely satisfied with the
current law-and-order situ-
ation and "compared to
any time in the past, we are
in a better position now".

His comments came
hours after the police In-
spector General Baharul
Alam said they found
24,000 out of nearly
43,000 polling centres
across the country were
"high" or "moderate" risk-
prone election stations.

Police said they provided
a list of risk-prone polling
centres to the EC, which
showed that out of 2,131
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At about 12.11 pm, Omar
again came to the House,
and BJP MLA Sham
Sharma reiterated that the
chief minister should retract
his remarks, which he said
might have been a slip of the
tongue.

Responding briefly, the
chief minister said, "Had
they given me an opportu-
nity to speak yesterday, I
would have withdrawn my
remarks. But they did not."

"As far as emotions are
concerned, things do get
said in the heat of the mo-
ment. If what I said hurt
them, I regret that," the
chief minister said.

He, however, said what-
ever he said was about
them, he did not bring any
of their family members
intoit.

He also took a dig at the
Leader of the Opposition,
who was not present in the
House, and accused him of
dragging his (the CM's)
family into the controversy.

Cont.on P9 >

Reservation report
sent to Centre:
Sakeena Ittoo

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 11

Health & education
minister Sakeena Ittoo
today said the report pre-
pared by a sub-commit-
tee on reservation had
been approved by the
cabinet and forwarded to
the Centre, and it would
be made public once a fi-
nal decision was received.
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Deputation
of 2 1AS officers

extended

NEW DELHI, FEB
11: The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) has approved the
extension of inter-cadre
deputation tenure of two
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers to
the AGMUT Cadre
(Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir), ac-
cording to official orders
issued by the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions.

In two separate orders,
the Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet
(ACC) has approved the
extension of inter-cadre
deputation tenure of two
IAS officers to the AG
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'Agri First’ policy will ensure developed

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 11

Stating that technology
and agriculture develop-
ment must go hand in
hand, LG Manoj Sinha to-
day said that 'Agriculture
First' policy would ensure
Developed India and
Aatma-Nirbhar Jammu &
Kashmir.

"Agriculture and allied
sectors are the ultimate in-
surance policy that no de-
veloping society or nation
can afford to ignore," he

said w!
inaugural ceremony of the
three-day Agriculture

Summit and Kisan Mela
organised by SKUAST,
Jammu.

"Despite relentless tests
by challenges, from climate
change to economic uncer-
tainty, one truth emerges
unscathed that agriculture
& allied sectors will keep us
stable and our citizens
prosperous,” the LG said.

In his keynote address,
he spoke on transformative
impact of 'AI-Powered Ad-
vanced Agriculture'.

ma Nirbhar J&K: LG

He called for making the
technology tools affordable
and accessible which can
predict output using
weather, soil, and crop data
so small and marginal
farmers can plan their
crops strategically.

"Technology and agricul-
ture development must go
hand in hand. Technologi-
cal progress births new
startups, industries and
unicorns and fields birth
life itself. While technology
creates opportunities, agri-
culture and allied sectors
create survival. Strong
agriculture means a strong
nation. Strong agriculture
sector is the foundation of
national resilience, ad-
vanced economy and hu-
man prosperity,” the LG
said.

He extended his heartfelt
gratitude to the agricul-
tural scientists and the
farming community, at-
tributing the India's emer-
gence as global top per-
former in agriculture and
allied sectors to their re-
lentless hard work and in
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US used Pakistan, then threw it
away like toilet paper: Pak Def Min

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 11

Pak Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has delivered
one of the bluntest official
acknowledgements yet of
Islamabad's troubled his-
tory with the United States,
accusing Washington of ex-
ploiting Pakistan for strate-
gic goals and then discard-
ing it once those objectives
were achieved.

Speaking in the National
Assembly, Asif said Pak-
istan had long avoided
owning up to its past, call-
ing that denial is a mistake
that continues to haunt the
country.

In unusually candid re-
marks, the minister said

Pakistan's repeated align-
ment with the US, particu-
larly around the Afghan
wars, proved disastrous.
He accused Washington
of 'exploiting' Pakistan for
strategic interests and
throwing it away 'like a
used piece of toilet paper".
Talking about Islam-
abad's past alignment with
the United States in Pak-
istan's National Assembly,
Asif said Pakistan often de-
nied its terror history, call-
ing it a "mistake committed
by dictators in the past.”
Saying that the terrorism
in Pakistan was due to past
mistakes, the Pakistani
minister called Islamabad's
involvement in two Afghan
wars 'a mistake,’'
According to reports, he

said Pakistan's decision to
realign with Washington
after 1999, in connection
with Afghanistan, caused
long-term harm to the
country.

Khwaja Asif admitted in
Parliament that Pakistan
rented itself out to the U.S.
for war and was later dis-
carded "like toilet paper".
Afghanistan was destroyed
by policies now openly ac-
knowledged in parliament.

The Defence Minister
said the costs of realigning
with the US after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, attacks,
were devastating. "Pak-
istan was treated worse
than a piece of toilet paper
and was used for a purpose
and then thrown away," he
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Ladakh has potential to become

India’s first Al region: Kavinder

Himalayan Mail News
LEH, FEB 11

Ladakh LG Kavinder
Gupta today emphasised
the UT's potential to be-
come India's first Artificial
Intelligence (AI) region
and a model for sustainable
and inclusive development.

He was speaking during
Pre-Artificial Intelligence
Impact Summit 2026 or-
ganised by IT Department,
UT of Ladakh, here.

Welcoming participants
from across India, Gupta
said India was hosting the
biggest AT Summit so farin
New Delhi, under the vi-
sionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

>

"The summit is bringing
together renowned IT and
technology leaders, inno-
vators, and professionals
from across the world, re-
flecting India's emergence
as a global hub for responsi-
ble, human-centric AI," he
said.

Gupta highlighted the
summit as a critical plat-
form to align Ladakh's
strategy with the upcoming
National AT Summit and
the vision of Digital India
and the India AI Mission
under the leadership of
Cont. on P9 >
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