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Chief Secretary calls Financial
usive Growth

Inclusion key toIncl
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Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo today inaugurated the
Financial Literacy Week
(FLW) 2026 for the Union
Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh. The
week-long programme is
being organised by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
from February 09 to Febru-
ary 13, 2026, with a focus
on strengthening financial
awareness and safe bank-
ing practices among citi-
zens.

The event was also at-
tended by Rachna Sharma,
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj
Department; Sh. Vidhu
Shekhar, Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Jammu; Sh. Deepak
Dubey, Joint Director In-
formation, Jammu; Shri
Vikas Mittal, GM/0O-i-C,
NABARD, Jammu; Shri
Sunit Kumar, CGM, J&K
Bank; controlling heads of
banks; and officers and
representatives from Gov-
ernment  departments,
RBI, banks, financial insti-
tutions and UTLBC J&K
and Ladakh.

Addressing bankers and
stakeholders on the occa-
sion, the Chief Secretary
observed that financial in-
clusion reflects the Gand-
hian principle of “Sarvo-
daya through Antyodaya”,
both as a policy objective
and as a shared responsi-
bility of all institutions. He
underlined that the impor-
tance of financial inclusion
isevident from the fact that
nearly seven of the seven-
teen Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) are di-
rectly linked to financial
access and empowerment
of the masses. Highlighting
recent achievements, the
Chief Secretary stated that
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nancial inclusion campaign
conducted from July to Oc-
tober 2025, the Govern-
ment, in collaboration with
banking institutions,
worked extensively at the
Panchayat level to saturate
benefits under various
Government of India
schemes including Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY),
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY), Atal Pen-
sion Yojana (APY) and
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana (PMSBY).
These efforts resulted in
KYC updation of nearly 5.9
lakh accounts, covering
about 51 percent of the tar-
geted accounts.

He further noted that in-
stitutions such as RBI,
NABARD, SEBI, PFRDA
and banks are collectively
working towards creating
financial awareness among
citizens. He added that fi-
nancial integration
through governance is also
gaining momentum with
the introduction of finan-
cial literacy lessons in JK-
BOSE curriculum, along-
side livelihood training and
skill development pro-
grammes.

Speaking about this
year’s theme, “KYC — Your
First Step to Safe Banking”,
the Chief Secretary empha-
sised the need for adopting
Centralised KYC mecha-
nism, which, like UPI, can
simplify financial transac-
tions and credit access

during the three-month fi-

while ensuring account hy-

giene and strengthening
defence against financial
fraud and cyber threats. He
reiterated that the vision of
Viksit Bharat and sustain-
able developmentis closely
linked to comprehensive fi-
nancial inclusion.

Stressing the importance
of grassroots outreach, he
called for greater use of
Common Service Centres
(CSCs) as effective last-
mile delivery platforms. He
also emphasised leveraging
the network of Self Help
Groups (SHGs), which
have nearly 8 lakh mem-
bers across J&K, to en-
hance financial awareness
at the community level. Ad-
ditionally, he suggested us-
ing ATM kiosks, social me-
dia platforms and railways
as tools for mass financial
awareness, stating that fi-
nancial literacy directly
translates into financial
empowerment.

This year’s theme, “KYC
— Your First Step to Safe
Banking”, focuses on sub-
themes including Basics of
Know Your Customer
(KYC), Central KYC Reg-
istry (CKYC), and Account
Hygiene and Financial Dis-
cipline. The theme aims to
highlight the importance of
KYC as the foundation of
safe and secure banking.

In his opening remarks,
Chandrashekhar Azad, Re-
gional Director, RBI
Jammu, highlighted that
last year a nationwide cam-
paign was undertaken at

the Gram Panchayat level
to saturate Financial Inclu-
sion schemes, including re-
KYC of bank accounts. RBI
Jammu, along with banks
and stakeholders in J&K
and Ladakh, actively sup-
ported the campaign to en-
sure re-KYC enrolment for
eligible account holders.

Building on the aware-
ness created through the
campaign, FLW 2026 fo-
cuses on educating the
public on all aspects of KYC
compliance. The campaign
emphasises that while KYC
is a regulatory require-
ment, it is simple to com-
plete through multiple safe
and convenient modes. It
also aims to familiarise citi-
zens with facilities like Cen-
tral KYC (CKYC), which
simplifies the KYC process.

Further, the campaign
encourages citizens to re-
main alert against fraudu-
lent calls, messages and
links related to KYC upda-
tion, which can result in fi-
nancial loss. It also sensi-
tises the public about the
serious consequences of
becoming money mules
due to inducements.

During the week, RBI, in
collaboration with banks
and stakeholders, will con-
duct awareness pro-
grammes and outreach ac-
tivities across the country,
including the Uts of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh. These initiatives
will continue throughout
the year to ensure sus-
tained impact.

DC Srinagar conducts field survey of proposed
sites for construction of VUP at Mominabad
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Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo on Monday con-
ducted a tour of the City
areas and carried out on-
site visit of proposed Ve-
hicular Underpasses(VUP)
and Foot Over
Bridge(FOB) at vital traf-
fic junctions in the District
aimed at ensuring traffic
decongestion and im-
proved connectivity to fa-
cilitate smooth movement
of commuters.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Mir
Imtiyaz Ul Aziz; Joint
Commissioner SMC,
Nuzhat Khurshid; SP Traf-
fic, Zaheer Ahmad; Chief
Planning Officer, Fayaz
Ahmad Dar; SDM West,
Irfan Bahadur; Superin-
tending Engineer R&B,
Tatheer Manzoor, Execu-
tive Engineers of Jal
Shakti, R&B, KPDCL,
Tehsildar Shalteng, Chief
Sanitation Officer besides
others accompanied the
DC during the visit.

During the tour, the DC
inspected the proposed
sites identified for con-
struction of vehicular un-
derpasses at the Mom-
inabad intersection and
Railway Crossing

Nowgam, besides a Foot
Over Bridge (FOB) near
the busy junction at Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Bemina.
The inspections were car-
ried out to assess ground
conditions with regard to
feasibility, land demarca-
tion, utility shifting and
alignment of the projects
with the City’s traffic man-
agement and infrastruc-
ture upgradation plans.
While taking spot in-
spections of the infrastruc-
ture upgradation projects,
the DC underscored the
need for effective inter-de-
partmental coordination
among line departments
including Revenue, Srina-
gar Municipal Corporation
(SMC), R&B, JalShakti,

KPDCL and Traffic Police,
in order to ensure timely
execution of the projects
with minimal inconve-
nience to the general pub-
lic.

He also directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite
necessary technical evalu-
ations, utility shifting
measures and administra-
tive processes to facilitate
early commencement and
timely completion of the
works.

The DC further empha-
sized the importance of
time-bound execution of
these projects, stating that
the proposed infrastruc-
ture would play a crucial
role in traffic deconges-
tion, smoother vehicular

movement and enhanced
connectivity in vital traffic
junctions of Srinagar. He
added that these major
projects at Nowgam,
Mominabad and Chil-
dren’s Hospital Bemina,
funded by The Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways (MoRTH), Govern-
ment of India, are part of
the administration’s
planned and sustainable
development initiatives
aimed at strengthening ur-
ban infrastructure in the
City.

Meanwhile, the DC also
visited Parimpora and
took stock of traffic move-
ment and related infra-
structure requirements in
the area.

Director Agriculture Kashmir reviews
Agricultural Activities in Bandipora
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Director  Agriculture
Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad
Shah, today conducted an
extensive visit to various
agricultural establishments
in District Bandiporato as-
sess ongoing activities, in-
frastructure, and service

delivery to farmers.
During the visit, the Di-
rector inspected the Sub-
Divisional Agriculture Of-
ficer (SDAO) office,
Agriculture Extension Offi-
cer (AEO) office, District
Store, Seed Multiplication
Farm, and the Soil Testing
Laboratory. He closely re-
viewed the seed production
processes, interacted with

field staff and officers, and
evaluated the operational
efficiency of the soil testing
laboratory.

The Director emphasized
the critical role of quality
seed multiplication and
timely soil testing in boost-
ing crop productivity and
providing reliable support
to the farming community.
He directed the officers to

strictly adhere to technical
standards, enhance the
quality of seed production,
and strengthen farmer-ori-
ented extension services.
The focus, he said, must re-
main on promoting sus-
tainable agricultural prac-
tices through scientific
interventions to ensure
long-term growth and re-
silience in the sector.

Annual Budget presents by Omar Abdullah
Puts Spotlight on Welfarism: Gupta

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, FEB 09

Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference
Provincial President
Jammu, Rattan Lal Gupta,
today appreciated the An-
nual Budget for the finan-
cial year 2026—27 pre-
sented by Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, describing
itas a progressive, people-
centric, and development-
oriented financial
roadmap that lays a strong
foundation for long-term,
sustainable, and inclusive
growth across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Gupta said in a Joining
function at party’s provin-
cial headquarters at Sher-
e- Kashmir Bhavan,
Jammu, that the second
budget presented by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah is
firmly rooted in the inter-
ests of the poor and the
middle class. He noted that
the budget reflects a clear
commitment to welfarism
and balanced develop-
ment, with focused inter-
ventions across key sectors
such as agriculture, horti-
culture, tourism, health,
education, electricity,
sports, and social welfare—
measures that will signifi-
cantly benefit the youth
and marginalized sections
of society.

Highlighting major peo-
ple-oriented initiatives,
Gupta said the government

has announced the provi-
sion of six free gas cylin-
ders annually to over two
lakh Antyodaya Anna Yo-
jana (AAY) families, schol-
arships for orphans, free
bus services for persons
with special abilities, and
the expeditious filling of
23,800 government posts,
including 2,800 gazetted,
14,000 non-gazetted, and
7,000 Class IV positions
within a stipulated time-
frame. He also lauded the
launch of acomprehensive
weather-based insurance
scheme for farmers worth
76,594 crore.

Gupta further outlined
other significant initia-
tives, including special fi-
nancial incentives for em-
ployees posted in remote
and difficult areas, em-
ployment opportunities for
local youth in Jammu and
Kashmir industries, digni-

fied security and future
planning for daily wage
workers, and crop insur-
ance coverage for apples,
saffron, mangoes, and ly-
chees.

He also welcomed major
reforms in the education
sector and substantial in-
vestments in healthcare in-
frastructure, such as the
expansion of Lal Ded Hos-
pital, the establishment of a
new Mother and Child
Hospital at GMC Anant-
nag, cath labs at Rajouri,
Baramulla, and Doda,
emergency hospitals in Uri
and Poonch, acomprehen-
sive cancer control strat-
egy, and the deployment of
bulletproof ambulances in
border areas.

Gupta asserted that the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir have given the
National Conference a
clear mandate to serve. De-

spite severe challenges and
limited resources, he said,
the government is stead-
fastly working in line with
the aspirations, senti-
ments, and demands of the
people, ensuring equitable
development reaches even
the most remote corners of
the Union Territory.

On this occasion Mr
Arun Thothla from Jain
Bazar and Mrs Gouri from
Jain Bazar Joined National
Conference.

Among others who were
present included: Sheikh
Bashir Ahmad Provincial
Secretary Jammu, Bimla
Luthra former MLA, Vijay
Lochan Chairman SC Cell,
Rakesh Singh Raka Vice
President Central
Zone,G.H Malik Senior
leader, Faroog Mughal Ad-
visor to Dr. Sheikh Mustafa
Kamaal, Ajay Kumar and
others.

“Think Nobel 2026” Inter-Departmental Event
Organized by IIC at Central University Jammu
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The Institute Innovation
Cell (11C), Central Univer-
sity of Jammu successfully
organized an inter-depart-
mental event titled “Think
Nobel 2026” today.

The eventwas held under
the leadership of Hon'ble
Vice Chancellor Prof. San-
jeev Jain, Central Univer-
sity of Jammu and Guid-
ance of Prof. Rakesh
Kumar Jha, President, 11C
CU Jammu.

The event witnessed en-
thusiastic  participation
from students across vari-
ous departments, who
showcased their creativity
and scientific thinking
through posters, collages,
and innovative models in-
spired by Nobel Prize win-
ning research. Many pre-
sentations focused on how
science and innovation
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shape the future and ad-
dress real-world chal-
lenges. The event wit-
nessed active support from
Prof. Pawan Kumar, 1IC
Member, and Mr. Naveen
Kumar, 11C Staff Member.

The presentations were
evaluated by an esteemed
jury comprising experts
from diverse disciplines,
including Prof. Balaji Rao
Ravuri, Department of
Physics, Dr. Yogesh Ku-
mar, Associate Professor
and Head, Department of
Botany, Dr. Narendra K.
Bairwa Associate Professor

and Head, Department of
Molecular Biology, Dr.
Kanagaraj Kuppusamy, As-
sociate Professor, Depart-
ment of Chemistry, Prof.
Aswini Kumar Nanda,
Head, Department of Eco-
nomics, Prof. M.
Venkataraman, National
Security Studies and Dr.
Vinita Sharma Assistant
Professor, Department of
Zoology.

The jury members highly
appreciated the originality,
effort, and innovative ap-
proach of the students. In
their concluding remarks,

they encouraged students
to nurture curiosity and a
research-oriented mindset,
stating that such young
minds are the driving force
of the nation and express-
ing optimism that India
may see future Nobel lau-
reates emerging from
among them.

The Institute Innovation
Cell has been consistently
organizing similar acade-
mic and innovation-driven
activities in the pastand re-
mains committed to foster-
ing a strong culture of re-
search and innovation.

Punjab Governor dedicates ICU Ambulances provided by
NHPC to Strengthen Border Healthcare in Rajasthan
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The Hon’ble Governor of
Punjab Shri Gulab Chand
Kataria dedicated two
state-of-the-art ICU ambu-
lances to Sudarshan Sewa
Sansthan, Jodhpur on 05
February 2026 under
NHPC Limited’s Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative. During the dedi-
cation ceremony, Shri Ma-
hesh Kumar Sharma, Di-
rector (Finance), NHPC
Limited along with senior
officials were present.

The initiative involved
the procurement of one Ad-
vanced Life Support (ALS)
ambulance equipped with
a transport ventilator and
one Basic Life Support
(BLS) ambulance at a total
project cost of ? 44.09 lakh.
Executed through Sudar-
shan Sewa Sansthan, Jodh-
pur the project aims to
strengthen  emergency
healthcare infrastructure in
the remote and sensitive
border regions of Ra-
jasthan.

Addressing on the occa-
sion, the Hon’ble Governor

of Punjab, Shri Gulab
Chand Kataria, appreciated
NHPC’s CSR initiatives,
particularly the provision
of ICU ambulances and ex-
pressed his pleasure in
dedicating two modern
ambulances to Sudarshan
Sewa Sansthan, Jodhpur
which will significantly
strengthen emergency
healthcare in the remote
and sensitive border re-
gions of Rajasthan. He
commended NHPC for
their commitment to pub-
lic service and emphasized
the importance of effective
utilization of these ambu-
lances to provide timely
medical assistance and en-
hance healthcare services

for peple in

these strategi-
cally important areas.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shri Mahesh Kumar
Sharma, Director (Fi-
nance), NHPC Limited said
that beyond power genera-
tion, Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility remains anin-
tegral part of NHPC'’s
ethos. Over the years,
NHPC has remained stead-
fast in promoting inclusive
growth through sustained
initiatives in education,
healthcare, skill develop-
ment, women empower-
ment, environmental sus-
tainability and disaster
management. NHPC’s CSR
interventions across multi-
ple districts in Rajasthan

clearly reflect NHPC's com-
mitment to local develop-
ment and long-term com-
munity welfare.

NHPC Limited, a
Navratna Public Sector En-
terprise under Ministry of
Power, Government of In-
dia undertook this initia-
tive in view of Rajasthan’s
extensive international
border and the limited ac-
cess to advanced medical
facilities in border commu-
nities. The ambulances are
expected to serve as acriti-
cal healthcare lifeline, en-
suring timely medical in-
tervention for thousands of
people living in under-
served areas during med-
ical emergencies. The ICU-
enabled ALS ambulance is
fitted with advanced life-
saving medical equipment,
including a transport ven-
tilator. Both ambulances
are equipped with real-
time GPS-based tracking
systems and will be oper-
ated by trained drivers and
qualified paramedical per-
sonnel. These features are
expected to significantly
enhance emergency med-
ical response and patient
care inthe region.



