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CS chairs 2nd UTLSMC to clear 879 housing
units under PMAY-U across J&K

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, FEB 09

Chief Secretary, Atal Dul-
loo today chaired the 2nd
meeting of the Union Terri-
tory Level Sanctioning &
Monitoring  Committee
(UTLSMC) under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana—Ur-
ban (PMAY-U) 2.0. The
meeting reviewed major
implementation mile-
stones, approved key pro-
ject proposals, and deliber-
ated on quality monitoring,
social audit compliance,
and capacity building initia-
tives aimed at accelerating
affordable housing delivery
across the Union Territory.

The meeting besides ACS,
APD and PDD was attended
by Commissioner Secretary,
H&UDD; DG, Budget;
Commissioner, IMC/SMC;
Representative from J&K
Bank and other concerned
officers.

During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary emphasized
the need to extend proactive
support to economically
weaker sections to enable
them to complete construc-
tion of their dwelling units
within a stipulated time-
frame. He directed the Ur-
ban Local Bodies (ULBs)
and Municipal Corpora-
tions to reach out to all eli-
gible beneficiaries who were
previously surveyed for cov-
erage under the Interest
Subsidy Scheme for Self
Construction/Enhancement
(ISSS) vertical of
PMAY—Urban. He ob-
served that reaching out to
nearly 80,000 households
is achievable through coor-
dinated efforts between
ULBs and banking institu-
tions.

The Chief Secretary fur-
ther instructed the depart-
ment to develop a dedicated
digital tool to facilitate
seamless beneficiary out-
reach and application pro-
cessing, minimizing manual
intervention. He also
stressed the importance of
organizing special camps

across all ULBs and munici-
pal wards to ensure maxi-
mum enrolment of eligible
beneficiaries under the
scheme.

The Committee approved
47 Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) submitted by vari-
ous Urban Local Bodies un-
der the Beneficiary-Led
Construction (BLC) verti-
cal. These DPRs cover 879
dwelling units, further
strengthening the afford-
able housing ecosystem in
the Union Territory and en-
abling eligible beneficiaries
to construct or upgrade
their own houses.

Commissioner Secretary,
Housing & Urban Develop-
ment Department
(H&UDD), Mandeep Kaur,
highlighted the significance
of PMAY—Urban 2.0 in en-
suring housing for all urban
poor. She elaborated on the
different scheme verticals
including BLC, Affordable
Housing in Partnership
(AHP), and ISSS, stating
that the combined imple-
mentation of these compo-
nents would help in saturat-
ing the housing needs of all
eligible urban households in
the UT.

Managing Director, J&K
Housing Board, Shahbaz
Ahmed Mirza, briefed the
Committee on the Action
Taken Reports (ATRs) sub-
mitted in response to obser-
vations made by Third Party
Quality Monitoring
(TPQM) agencies during
their second and third in-
spection visits to BLC
houses.

He informed that TPQM
agencies were engaged as
per PMAY—Urban guide-
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lines to ensure construction
quality across projects sanc-
tioned in multiple Central
Sanctioning & Monitoring
Committee (CSMC) meet-
ings, covering 463 BLC pro-
jectsacross Jammu & Kash-
mir.

Moreover he added that
all mandated inspections
have been completed and
submission of duly ap-
proved ATRs to the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) is manda-
tory for release of final in-
stalments under BLC pro-
jects.

The UTLSMC reviewed
and approved the Social Au-
dit Report for BLC projects
conducted in accordance
with PMAY—Urban guide-
lines. The audit assessed
transparency, beneficiary
satisfaction, beneficiary se-
lection processes, and ad-
herence to approved norms.

The Social Audit was con-
ducted by the Directorate of
Social Audit, Department of
Rural Development, J&K,
across nine cities and towns
of the Union Territory. The
approved report will be sub-
mitted to MoHUA to facili-
tate release of final instal-
ments under the BLC
component.

The Committee also ap-
proved the Annual Capacity
Building Plan  under
PMAY—Urban 2.0 for the fi-
nancial year 2025—26. The
plan aims to strengthen in-
stitutional capacity, en-
hance technical skills of im-
plementing agencies, and
improve monitoring and ex-
ecution efficiency across the
housing mission

The meeting also re-

viewed physical and finan-
cial progress  under
PMAY—Urban 1.0. It was
given out that in Jammu &
Kashmir, 6,368 houses are
currently under construc-
tion which are targeted for
completion by 30 Septem-
ber 2026 before the set
deadline.

On the financial front, it
was revealed that mother
sanctions have been re-
ceived for BLC and salary
components. Utilization
Certificates amounting to
?3,730.52 lakh are being
prepared for submission.
The Committee was further
informed that 103 bills
amounting to ?25.67 crore,
covering 2,501 beneficia-
ries, are going to be cleared
soonafter availability of UT
share.

The meeting was ap-
prised that under the BLC
vertical of PMAY—Urban
2.0, financial assistance of
?2.50 lakh per house is pro-
vided for houses with a car-
pet area of 30—45 sg. m.,
comprising ?2.25 lakh Cen-
tral Assistance and ?0.25
lakh UT share. The Central
Assistance is released in
three construction-linked
instalments of 40% in first
instance, 40% as second in-
stalment, and 20% as final
instalment.

The Chief Secretary em-
phasized timely submission
of mandatory compliance
reports to MoHUA, early
resolution of fund flow is-
sues, and strengthening of
monitoring mechanisms to
ensure timely completion of
houses and seamless benefit
delivery to eligible benefi-
ciaries.

The meeting also re-

DC reviews regulation of mlnlng actlvmes InRajouri

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, FEB 09

Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, Abhishek Sharma,
today chaired a district-
level meeting of the Multi-
Departmental District Level
Task Force Cell (MDDLT-
FCC) to review the regula-
tion of mining activities in
the district.

The meeting focused on
strengthening inter-depart-
mental coordination for ef-
fective monitoring, control
and regulation of mining
operations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the status
of GPSinstallation on vehi-
cles engaged in mining ac-
tivities and their integration

with BISAG for real time
tracking. He directed the
concerned departments to
ensure that all vehicles in-
volved in extraction, trans-
portation and related activ-
itiesare brought under GPS
surveillance without delay.

Emphasising zero toler-
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ance towards illegal mining,
the DC instructed the en-
forcement agencies to
strictly carry out seizures
and impose penalties on ve-
hicles found involved in
unauthorised mining,
transportation or related vi-
olations.

viewed the status of mineral
extraction, crushing and
transportation, besides tak-
ing stock of Environmental
Clearances (ECs) and Con-
sent to Operate granted to
various units. The Deputy
Commissioner stressed the
need for ensuring that all
mining and allied activities
strictly adhere to statutory
and environmental norms.

Among others present in
the meeting included SSP
Gaurav Sikarwar; ADC,
Chander Prakash; ACR
Mohd Jahangir Khan; Ex-
ecutive Engineers of the
1&FC Department (Rajouri
and Nowshera), Divisional
Forest Officers (Rajouri and
Nowshera) and the Divi-
sional Officer, PCC Rajouri.

DIET Poonch hosts felicitation ceremony to
celebrate success of INSPIRE-MANAK Scheme
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District Institute of Edu-
cationand Training (DIET)
Poonch organized a grand
felicitation ceremony to cel-
ebrate the remarkable suc-
cess of the district under the
prestigious
INSPIRE-MANAK
Scheme, which witnessed
an impressive participation
of around 1700 students
from across the district.

Under the
INSPIRE—MANAK scheme,
an initiative of the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), Government
of India, students from
classes VI to X submitinno-
vative ideas and projects
aimed at addressing societal
and environmental chal-
lenges. Selected ideas are
supported financially and
evaluated at district, state
and national levels, thereby
providing a platform for
young innovators to show-
case their creativity and sci-
entific aptitude.

The programme was held
to acknowledge and honour
the dedicated efforts of
Zonal Nodal Officers
(ZNOs), school heads and
teachers whose consistent
motivation and guidance
encouraged students to ac-
tively participate in the in-
novation-driven initiative.
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The event was graced by
Chief Education Officer
(CEO), Mukhtar Manhas as
the Chief Guest. In his ad-
dress, he congratulated the
District Nodal Officer
(DNO) INSPIRE, Imtiaz
Bandey (HOD DIET), along
with all Zonal Nodal Offi-
cersand the teaching frater-
nity for their outstanding
contribution in promoting
scientific thinking and cre-
ativity among students.

Speaking on the occasion,
District Education and
Planning Officer, Neelam
Sharma underscored the
need for sustained and col-
laborative efforts of all
stakeholders, including
teachers, parents and edu-
cation officials, to further
strengthen the implemen-

tation of the
INSPIRE-MANAK pro-
gramme.

Muzaffar Hussain con-

ducted the proceedings of

the programme and elabo-
rated on the objectives and
significance of the IN-
SPIRE—MANAK scheme.
Harish Sharma and Dar-
shan Kumar (DRG Mem-
bers) also spoke on the oc-
casion and appreciated the
collective efforts of teachers,
school heads and nodal of-
ficersin ensuring the enthu-
siastic participation of stu-
dentsin the scheme.

Maiden NSS Special Winter Camp concludes

at GDC Ramkote with Valedlctory
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The NSS Special Winter
Camp concluded today at
Government Degree Col-
lege Ramkote with agrand
valedictory function. Prin-
cipal Government Degree
College Hiranagar Dr.
Pragya Khanna was the
Chief Guest. She was ac-
companied by faculty
members from her college
Prof. Rakesh Sharma and
Dr. Shapia Shamim.

The formal session
opened with a welcome ad-
dress by the NSS Con-
vener, Dr. Suresh. He ex-
pressed gratitude to the
guests and commended
the volunteers for their
dedication throughout the
camp.

Prof. Pankaj Nandan,
IQAC Convener congratu-
lated the volunteers for
successfully completing
seven day special winter
camp.

The Camp Report, high-
lighting the week-long ac-
tivities, was presented by
NSS volunteers Hritika
and Tanu.

Prof. Anu Sharma, NSS
PO, congratulated the vol-
unteers for their dedica-
tion and summarized the
achievements that the vol-
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unteers undertook as a

part of social responsibil-
ity.

A poignant moment of
the ceremony was the per-
sonal reflections and expe-
riences of the camp shared
by volunteers Hritika and
Neha Devi.

The atmosphere was
further energized by a spir-
ited group presentation of
the NSS Song by Tania,
Reeta, Seema Devi, Reenu
Devi and Priya Devi.
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The Chief Guest lauded
the GDC Ramkote and em-
phasized the role of youth
in nation-building, urging
volunteers to carry the
camp's lessons into their
daily lives.

To recognize the excel-
lence, awards were given to
the high achievers of the
camp. The ceremony tran-
sitioned into a vibrant cul-
tural segment, showcasing
the artistic talent of the
volunteers. A soulful Dogri

song titled “jammu diya
kandyan bar khilagi” was
performed by Tania
Sharma.

The host college Princi-
pal hailed the successful
execution of the winter
camp. The college presid-
ium members were given
their title badges by the
Chief Guest. As a token of
appreciation and memory,
the college honored the
Chief Guest with a me-
mento.

Saras AAJEEVIKA Mela concludes: Grand Celebration of craft,
culture & cuisine with Umeed Ka Zaika' take center stage
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Saras AAJEEVIKA Mela
2026 organised by Jammu
Kashmir Rural Livelihood
Mission (JKRLM) con-
cluded today, marking an-
other successful chapter in
the celebration of craft, cul-
ture, cuisine and entrepre-
neurship.

The Mela which began
here at Kalakendra Jammu
on January 31 concluded to-
day, offering the visitors a
myriad collection of hand
made products and cuisines
from across the country.

One of the central features
of the mela was “Umeed Ka
Zaika”, the Union Territory's
first Food Service Enterprise
(FSE) brand. Conceptu-

alised by the Jammu and
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods
Mission (JKRLM), the ini-
tiative is designed as an in-
tervention to upgrade food-
based livelihoods into
structured, market-ready
enterprises, improving pre-
sentation, quality standards
and commercial viability.
Under astrategic partner-
ship with Swiggy, “Umeed
Ka Zaika” was introduced at
the SARAS food court to
strengthen sales and widen
market access for participat-
ing groups. The platform
brought together culinary
practitioners to present tra-
ditional dishes, offering visi-
tors insight into regional
food practices and heritage.
Addressing the closing
ceremony, Mission Director,

JKRLM  Kashmir Dr
Shubhra Sharma empha-
sized the significance of the
event.

She remarked, "The Saras
Aajeevika Mela is not just a
fair; it's a crucial platform
that empowers women arti-
sans, promotes their crafts-
manship and offers them
opportunities to thrive in a
competitive
marketplace.This Mela plays
a vital role in boosting the
confidence and economicin-
dependence of rural women,
contributing to the holistic
development  of  the
region,she added

Referring to “Umeed Ka
Zaika”, Dr Shubhra Sharma
said the initiative was a labor
of love that highlighted not
just the food we cherish, but

the stories behind every
dish. It encapsulated the
spiritof our community,”

Events like the SARAS Aa-
jeevika Mela provide a phys-
ical space for this commu-
nity spirit to flourish,
fostering unity through cul-
tural exchange and shared
entrepreneurship. She said
the mela contributed to
strengthening confidence
and economic independence
among rural women, while
also supporting broader re-
gional development.

The event concluded in
the presence of Additional
Mission Director, JKRLM,
Manpreet Kaur, along with
State Project Managers, Dis-
trict and Block Programme
Managers and officials from
various line departments.



