Speaker takes
serious note of
mic issue

After legislative assem-
bly Speaker A R Rather
was informed that alegis-
lator was carrying a mi-
crophone inside the
House, he took serious
note of it and said that the
matter would be exam-
ined thoroughly.

He made this statement
after MLA Altaf Ahmad
Wani said that MLA Wa-
heed Rehman Parra was
carrying a microphone in-
side the House.

Taking serious note of
theissue, the Speaker
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Rs 19 cr worth
cocaine seized

Questioning of an ac-
cused arrested in a coun-
terfeit currency case led to
the seizure of cocaine
worth over Rs 19 cr in
Samba district of Jammu
today.

On February 3, a writ-
ten complaint was lodged
at Bari Brahmana police
station by a PNB branch
manager, regarding de-
positing of fake currency
notes.

The bank official al-
leged that Dil Moham-
mad, aresident of Digiana
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De-freezing of
teachers' posts
on the anvil: Sakina

Education  minister
Sakeena Itoo today in-
formed the legislative as-
sembly that the de-freez-
ing of posts of teachers
was under active consid-
eration of the government
to overcome shortage of
teachers in schools across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Replying to a question
raised by MLA Pawan Ku-
mar Gupta regarding the
shortage of teaching staff,
she said recruitment
against posts of teachers
was freezed by the State
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MHA forms panel to

deal digital arrests

NEW DELHI, FEB
09: In abid to crack down
on the rising menace of
"digital arrests", the Min-
istry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has informed the
Supreme Court that it has
constituted a high-level
inter-departmental com-
mittee (IDC) to eliminate
systemic gaps and ensure
real-time protection for
cybercrime victims.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice Surya Kant
on December 16, 2025 or-
dered inter-departmental
ministerial consultations
under the guidance of At-
torney  General R
Venkataramani on the is-
sue and apprised it of the
outcome.

The bench further di-
rected that the recom
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Jitendra describes
India as emerging
healthcare hub

CHANDIGARH, FEB
09: Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh today said the
Modi government's reforms

over the past decade
promised to propel India as
a global hub for affordable
therapeutics and diagnos-
tics.

Delivering the inaugural
address at the "Indian Thy-
roid Society" conference
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ULB, panchayat elections to be
held soon: Omar tells LA

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 09

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today in-
SJormed the legislative
assembly that the gov-
ernment was making
necessary arrange-
ments to hold elections
to urban local bodies
and panchayats in the
Union Territory at the
earliest, but said the
post of state election
commissioner was
presently vacant.

"The superintendence,
direction and control of
preparation of electoral
rolls and conduct of elec-
tions under the J&K Pan-
chayati Raj Act, J&K Mu-
nicipal Act and J&K
Municipal Corporation
Act, 2000, rests with the
State Election Commission
(SEC)," he said in a written
reply to a question of Con-
gress MLA Tariq Hameed
Karra.

"The SEC is making nec-
essary arrangements for
holding panchayat and ur-
ban local bodies elections
at the earliest. However,

= -
the position of state elec-
tion commissioner is lying
vacant at present," Omar
said, adding that the report
submitted by the Jammu
and Kashmir Local Bodies
Dedicated Backward
Classes Commission for
determining the quota of
reserved seats was under
examination, and further
steps would be taken ac-
cordingly.

He told the House that
the term of panchayats and
block development coun-
cils (BDCs) expired on Jan-
uary 9, while the term of
district development coun-
cil (DDC) would end on
February 24.

He said the tenure of the
Srinagar municipal corpo-
ration ended on November
5, 2023, while that of the
Jammu's civic body also
ended in the same month
on November 14.

Terms of all municipal
councils and committees
expired between October
and November 2023, the
CM added.

He said that panchayat
halqas were delimited
prior to the 2018 Pan-
chayat elections on the ba-
sis of the 2011 census. "As
per the panchayati raj act,
fresh delimitation of pan-
chayat halgas can be un-
dertaken only after publi-

Try not to make Al or mobile phone

master: Modi to students

NEW DELHI, FEB
09: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Mon-
day said students should
not let technology enslave
them, but use it to increase
their potential.

In the second episode of
Pariksha Pe Charcha, he
noted that mobile phones
have become masters of
some children, who cannot
even eat food without
them or without a televi-
sion screen.

"It means that you have
become slaves of mobiles.
You have to make a firm

SIR exercise in West Bengal

resolve that you w111 not let
technology enslave you,"

Modi said in an interaction
with students that took
place in Coimbatore,

R_a;ipuf, Guwahati and Gu-
jarat.

The prime minister
urged students not to be
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Won't allow anyone to
create impediment: SC

NEW DELHI, FEB 09:
The Supreme Court on
Monday said it would not
permit any obstruction to
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in West Bengal, even as
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee expressed con-
cerns over the possible
mass exclusion of voters
during the exercise.
Hearing a batch of peti-
tions, including one filed by
Ms. Banerjee, a Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices

Joymalya Bagchi and NV
Anjaria said it would issue
appropriate directions or
clarifications, if necessary,
to ensure that the process is
carried out without hin-
drance.

"We will not allow any-
one to create any impedi-
ment in the SIR exercise.
This must be clear to the

States," the Bench ob-
served.
The court took note of an

affidavit filed by the Elec-
tion Commission (EC),
which alleged that notices

issued as part of the revi-
sion exercise had been
burnt by miscreants in cer-
tain areas.

The Bench directed the
West Bengal Director Gen-
eral of Police to file an affi-
davit on the issue, noting
the EC's submission that no
first information report
had been registered so far.

Appearing for the Centre,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said a clear message
must go out that the Con-
stitution of India applies
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Jailed "terrorist’ stabbed to
death in Faridabad prison

FARIDABAD, FEB
09: A terror accused was
late Sunday night mur-
dered by another inmate
inside Neemla jail at Farid-
abad here, following a fight
between the two.

The killed 'terrorist' was
identified as Abdul Rah-
man and the accused as
Arun Chaudhary. While
Rehman hailed from
Milkipur in Faizabad dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh,
Chaudhary hails from the
UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rahman was already
lodged in Neemla jail while
Arun Chaudhary was re-
cently transferred to the

prison from Jammu and
Kashmir.

The incident occurred on
Sunday night when a quar-
rel broke out between the
two inmates, according to
officials.

During the altercation,
Chaudhary stabbed Rah-
man with a sharp-edged
weapon inside the jail
premises as a result of
which he died on the spot.

A senior police officer
said that a probe was un-
derway to determine the
exact sequence of events
leading to the clash be-

tody since June 2025, fol-
lowing his arrest in March
that year. He was appre-
hended from Pali village
near Faridabad by a joint
team of Gujarat Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad and Special
Task Force (STF) of
Haryana police.

An FIR against Rehman
was filed at Dabua Police
Station in Faridabad.

At the time of his arrest,
officials had stated that
Rehman was involved in a
conspiracy to carry out an
explosion in Ayodhya. He
was suspected of having

cation of the population
figures of the general cen-
sus. Since no census has
been conducted after 2011,
there is no proposal for
fresh delimitation at pre-
sent," he said.

He said the delimitation
of 77 urban local bodies
(ULBs) had been taken up
as per instructions of the
housing and urban devel-
opment department,
adding that the process
had been completed for 72
ULBs and was underway
for the remaining five.

On reservation, the CM
said rotation of sarpanch
and panch wards would be
carried out by the rural de-
velopment department,
while reservation of mu-
nicipal wards would be un-
dertaken by SEC after ap-
proval and notification of
the OBC commission re-
port.

He said that electoral
rolls for panchayat elec-
tions had already been re-
vised with January 1, 2025,
as the qualifying date,
while revision of municipal
electoral rolls would be
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Oppn to move
resolution to

remove LS Speaker

NEW DELHI, FEB
09: The Opposition on
Monday decided to move a
resolution to remove Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
from office for disallowing
Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi from speak-
ing in the House on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President's address.

Sources said the resolu-
tion is being moved under
Article 94-C of the Consti-
tution.

The notice is being given
for moving a resolution
against the Speaker for his
removal, for disallowing
the LoP from speaking in
the House on the motion of
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'Gunda Raj'
unacceptable: CJI

NEW DELHI, FEB
09: Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant on Monday ob-
served that "Gunda Raj" is
unacceptable and asked a
lawyer, who alleged physi-
cal assault inside a court-
room at a district court on
February 7 here, to ap-
proach the Delhi High
Court chiefjustice.

Alawyer mentioned his
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Maoism never
benefitted society:
Amit Shah

JAGDALPUR
(CHHATTISGARH),
FEB 09: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on

Monday said Maoism
never benefitted any soci-
ety and spread destruction
wherever it existed, citing
examples of nations like
Colombia, Peru and Cam-
bodia.

tween the two prisoners. links with the Pakistani in . .
: Speaking at the closing
Rehman had been in cus-
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eed to strike decisively agains

terrorism: LG Sinha
Reiterates to make J&K drug-free

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB o9

Emphasising that there
was a need to strike deci-
sively against terrorism to
eradicate terror network
completely, LG Manoj
Sinha today reiterated his
resolve to make J&K a
drug-free society.

"We need to strike deci-
sively against terrorism
and collaborate with every
individual in society to
eradicate the terror net-
work entirely," he said in
his address at the inaugural
ceremony of J&K Police
Martyrs Memorial Hockey
Tournament at K K Hakku
Hockey Stadium here.

The LG also called upon
every section of the society
to rise up against drug
abuse. "We reaffirm our
vow for a drug-free J&K
and the Police Martyrs
Memorial Hockey Tourna-
ment declares that commit-
ment," he said.

"The unbreakable resolve
and message of J&K police
to the nation is that adver-

=
,.um st c“,smwﬂ

" HOC ARTYRS MEMORIA‘_
2055

sity will not crack our spirit.
We will cross every barrier
to claim new milestones as
we advance," he said.

This year's event will fea-
ture 14 competing teams as
the tournament resumes
after a gap of more than 10
years.

"The brave J&K police
personnel, who sacrificed
their today for the nation's
tomorrow, wore their uni-
form as a duty towards all,
and prized national honour
above life, must live on in
our memories," Sinha said.

"The real tributes to

bravehearts don't fade
away but these run through
the veins of our future gen-
erations," he added.

"Our police martyrs em-
bodied the philosophy of
duty and self-sacrifice. Our
duty is to pass those values
and build strong character
of youth," the LG said.

He commended police
force for empowering
youth through Civic Action
Programme.

"The civic action pro-
gramme of police isn't just a
government scheme; it's a
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Uproar in LA over SASCI; BJP MLAs
walk out alleging unfairness

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 09

The legislative assembly
today witnessed a disrup-
tion after PDP legislator
Waheed Rehman Para ac-
cused the government of
pushing the Union Terri-
tory into debt trap by
bringing in SASCI scheme.

Para, who was joined by
his party colleagues and in-
dependent MLA Sheikh
Khurshid, was countered
by treasury benches, lead-
ing to heated exchange of
words between the two
sides.

Mubarak Gul, who was in

the chair, made repeated
attempts to control the situ-
ation and finally adjourn-
ing the House half-an-hour
before the schedule end of
the first sitting.

While the ruckus was go-
ing on, BJP members stood
up from their seats and
staged a walkout, accusing
the chair of not allowing
the party members time to
speak on budget. Some of
their members also tried to
enter the well but they were
pushed back by the mar-
shals.

Targeting the govern-
ment, the PDP MLA ac-
cused the ruling dispensa-
tion of pushing Jammu

and Kashmir into a debt
trap.

"The chief minister and
NC MLAs are boasting
about bringing Special As-
sistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) to the
UT. This is not a welfare
scheme but a debt trap
through which you are
mortgaging J&K to indus-
trialists," he said while par-
ticipating in discussion on
budget.

"You are taking loans
from the market, which
amounts to destruction,
and sets a very dangerous
precedent," he added.

The PDP MLA said NC
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J&K unemployment rate at 6.7 pc, higher
than national average of 3.5 pc

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, FEB 09

The government today
informed the legislative
assembly that J&K's over-
all unemployment rate
currently stands at 6.7 per
cent, which is significantly
higher than the national
average of 3.5 per cent.

In a written reply to a
starred question raised by
MLA Mubarak Gul, the
government said that as
per Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), the unem-
ployment rate among per-
sons aged 15 years and

above in J&K had shown
fluctuations over the past
few years, remaining con-
sistently above the na-
tional average.

The House was in-
formed that a baseline
survey was conducted
across the Union Terri-
tory by the employment
department in collabora-
tion with the Union Terri-
tory administration under
Mission YUVA.

The survey identified
4.73 lakh individuals in
the age group of 18-60
years, out of which
around 46.8 per cent re-
ported that they were "not

working but willing to
work", highlighting the
magnitude of employ-
ment challenges, particu-
larly among the youth.
Replying to questions
regarding steps taken to
address unemployment,
the government said that
employment generation,
especially among youth,
remains a top priority. It
clarified that the focus is
not only on short-term job
provisioning but on creat-
ing sustainable liveli-
hoods by encouraging
youth to become job cre-
ators rather than job see
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Empowering local enterprises key
to inclusive growth Kavmder

NEW DELHI, FEB 09:
Stating that artisans and en-
trepreneurs were key to the
UT's self-reliant future,
Ladakh LG Kavinder Gupta
today said that empowering
local enterprises was key to
inclusive growth.

"Ladakh's presence in the
national capital symbolises
the spirit of a confident and
self-reliant India, as envi-
sioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi," he said
while interacting with arti-
sans, entrepreneurs, stu-
dents and members of self-
help groups (SHGs) during
his visit to the 7th edition of
'Enchanting Ladakh', an ex-
hibition-cum-sale, being

DAK

7 1stto 15th Feb 2026

ERLENR
held from February 1 to 15,
at Dilli Haat, New Delhi.
The event showcases
Ladakh's rich cultural her-
itage and growing entrepre-
neurial spirit to the national
audience. It is an annual
event organised by the de-
partment of industries &

commerce, Ladakh, and de-
signed to provide a national
platform for Ladakhi arti-
sans and entrepreneurs.
The LG visited the Ladakh
stalls and appreciated their
efforts in promoting locally
developed products and
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