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In a SMVDSB meeting, which was
chaired by LG Manoj Sinha here today, it
was resolved to fill all vacant posts in the
board soon and prioritise purchases from
self-help groups (SHGs).

The board took a series of high-impact
decisions to completely transform the holy
cave shrine and its surrounding region into
India's leading and most vibrant spiritual
destination-earning worldwide acclaim.

The board approved three key initiatives
- an international museum dedicated to
Maa Shakti's spiritual heritage, a sound-
and-light spectacle modeled on global pil-
grimage sites and a documentary on the
highly revered Mata Vaishno Devi cave
shrine.

In another important initiative, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board decided to
fill vacant positions, with recruitment
process set to begin shortly.

The SMVDSB also greenlit the establish-
ment of coaching centers, offering free
NEET preparation to youth from sur-
rounding areas.

It approved the formulation and phased
implementation of a rehabilitation plan for
the service providers on the pilgrimage
track, like ponywallas, in line with the direc-
tives of National Green Tribunal.

A committee was also constituted to as-

sess the strategies for expanding pilgrimage
numbers, enhance pilgrimage experience
and present recommendations to the
board.

The board resolved to prioritise pur-
chases from self-help groups, women and
young local entrepreneurs to supercharge
regional economy.

It decided to source Almighty Mata's of-
ferings locally, channeling funds directly
into community growth.

Since Mata's abode puts Katra city on the
global map, the board decided to con-
tribute directly for city's transformation.

"It's the board's resolve to make Katra
clean, vibrant, and equipped with modern
infrastructure for residents and the mil-
lions who arrive as pilgrims," LG Sinha 

SMVDSB to fill vacant posts soon,
make purchases from SHGs

OTTAWA (CANADA),
FEB 08: India and
Canada Sunday agreed to
establish "security and law
enforcement liaison-offi-
cers," to enable the sharing
of information on issues re-
lated to transnational crim-
inal networks and the ille-
gal flow of drugs such as
fentanyl precursors, after
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval travelled
to Ottawa for a two-day
visit.

Sources in the security
establishment said that the
"key message" from
Doval's visit to Ottawa is
that "violent extremist

groups do not enjoy the
support of the Government
of Canada." Doval was in
Canada for a two-day visit
from 6 February till 7 Feb-
ruary.

"The two sides acknowl-
edged the progress on ini-
tiatives aimed at support-
ing the safety and security
of their countries and citi-
zens. They agreed to a
shared work plan to guide
bilateral cooperation on
national security and law
enforcement issues and to
enable practical collabora-
tion on respective priori-
ties," the statement issued
by the Ministry of External

Affairs said.
The statement added:

"During the meeting, it was
agreed that each country
would establish security
and law-enforcement liai-
son officers and that their
respective agencies would
build on working relation-
ships. This important step
will help streamline bilat-
eral communications and
enable timely information
sharing on issues of mutual
concern to Canada and In-
dia, such as the illegal flow
of drugs, particularly fen-
tanyl precursors, and
transnational organized 

India-Canada to appoint liaison officers
to tackle transnational crimes

NEW DELHI, FEB
08: The United States has
accused China of conduct-
ing a covert nuclear explo-
sive test on June 22, 2020,
just days after the deadly
Galwan Valley clash in
which 20 Indian soldiers
were killed, saying the al-
legation underscores the
need for a new global arms
control framework follow-
ing the expiry of the New
START treaty.

On June 15, 2020, a
week before the alleged
nuclear test, the Indian
and Chinese troops
clashed in Ladakh. Twenty
Indian soldiers were killed,
while reports at the time

estimated Chinese casual-
ties at over 35.

US Under Secretary of
State Thomas G DiNanno
said China used tech-
niques designed to evade
international monitoring
systems while carrying out
yield-producing nuclear
tests.

"China has conducted
nuclear explosive tests, in-
cluding preparing for tests
with designated yields in
the hundreds of tons…
China has used decoupling
- a method to decrease the
effectiveness of seismic
monitoring - to hide its ac-
tivities from the world.
China conducted one such

yield producing nuclear
test on June 22, 2020," Di-
Nanno said in a post on X.

The date cited by the US
official comes a week after
the June 15, 2020, Galwan
Valley face-off between In-
dian and Chinese troops in
eastern Ladakh. Twenty
Indian soldiers were killed
in the clashes, while intelli-
gence reports at the time
estimated Chinese casual-
ties at over 30.

DiNanno's remarks
came as the New START
treaty, the last remaining
nuclear arms control
agreement between the
United States and Russia, 

US drops bombshell, says China 
performed n-test after Galwan clash
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Ladakh LG Kavinder
Gupta today released a book
titled "Contours of Change:
BJP & The New Kashmir
Paradigm", and appreciated
its author.

Speaking on the occasion,
he appreciated author Jee-
van Dhar, and described the
book as a significant contri-
bution to contemporary po-
litical discourse on Jammu
& Kashmir. 

"Such research-based
works help society under-
stand historical transitions,
democratic processes, and

the evolving administrative
and developmental frame-
work of the region," the LG
said.

"The book attempts to ex-
amine the political, consti-
tutional, and developmen-
tal changes in Jammu &

Kashmir in recent years and
places them within a
broader national perspec-
tive," the book author said,
and expressed gratitude to
the LG for releasing the
book & thanked the guests 

LG Kavinder releases book,
appreciates author

A Pakistani intruder
was today apprehended
by BSF from the border
Ramgarh area of Samba
district of Jammu.

Officials said he was
taken into custody soon
after he crossed over to
this side of the Interna-
tional Border from BSF’s
Ballar border outpost at
about 7 pm.

His sustained question-
ing was in progress to find
out the motive of his com-
ing to the Indian territory,
the officials added.

Further details were
awaited.

A woman was wounded
after a firearm went off
accidentally at their resi-
dence in Duthan village of
Ramban district late last
night.

The injured was identi-
fied as Sapna Devi (36).

Officials said the bullet
hit her after a gun went off
accidentally at their resi-
dence. Soon thereafter,
she was shifted by her
family members to hospi-
tal.

DHAKA
(BANGLADESH), FEB
08: A sharp rise in Is-
lamist politics following
the July 2024 uprising in
Bangladesh could have
widespread negative con-
sequences, particularly
for women, according to a
new research report re-
leased in Dhaka on Sun-
day.

The report, titled "Rup-
ture, Reform, and
Reimagining Democracy:
Navigating the Agony of
Transition," was pub-
lished by the BRAC Insti-
tute of Governance and
Development (BIGD).

It examines the political
and ideological shifts that
have taken place since the
uprising that led to the fall
of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government.

Explaining the findings,
Mirza M Hassan, PhD,
one of the authors of the
report, said the uprising
did not result in the deep
structural transformation
many had anticipated.

"I'll be very brief about
it. We thought there
would be a change in the
political order in terms of,
party system, in terms of,
reforms, and massive
changes in the elite struc-

ture. There has to be a
new elite structure, a new
elite circulation. These
things should have hap-
pened, and also a certain
degree of rule of law. That
didn't happen. Rather, we
saw a chaotic situation,
chaotic governance, a
weak interim government
who couldn't control the
mobocracy and promote
the democratic aspiration
of the people. So, in that
sense, it would be an exag-
geration to call it a rup-
ture. It's rather, you
know, some kind of, you
know, some changes. 

Bangladesh faces rise in 
Islamist politics after uprising

NEW DELHI, FEB
08: Japan Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi's ruling
coalition swept to a land-
slide victory in a key early
election held on Sunday.
Citing results of initial vote
counts, Japanese public
broadcaster NHK reported
that her Liberal Democra-
tic Party (LDP) alone se-
cured 271 seats, crossing a
261-seat absolute majority
mark in the 465-member
lower house of the Japan-
ese parliament.

Takaichi, who has the
rare distinction of being the
first woman PM of Japan

and also the first woman
head of the LDP, was pro-
jected to deliver as many as
328 of the 465 seats in par-
liament's lower house for
her party. 

The ruling party alone
sailed past the 233 seats
needed for a simple major-
ity less than two hours after
polls closed, on track for

one of its best ever election
results.

The LDP, together with
its alliance partner Japan
Innovation Party (known
as Ishin), now commands a
supermajority of two-
thirds of seats in the lower
chamber of parliament.
Sunday's resounding man-
date has eased Takaichi's
legislative agenda as she
can now override the upper
house, which she does not
control.

Sending warm wishes
over the poll result, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi 

Japan's first woman PM Takaichi wins
resounding mandate in snap polls

KUALA LUMPUR,
FEB 08: Asserting that
India's position on ter-
rorism remains firm,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi today under-
lined the country's
continued support for
all efforts aimed at
peace, saying that
there could be no dou-
ble standards on ter-
rorism.

As India and Malaysia
unveiled several initiatives
to further shore up cooper-
ation in areas of defence
and security, semiconduc-
tor and trade, PM Modi
held wide-ranging talks
with his Malaysian coun-
terpart Anwar Ibrahim.

Following the meeting,
Modi said India and
Malaysia share a "special
relationship" and both
sides are committed to ex-
panding their ties in di-
verse sectors.

The prime minister also
reiterated India's position
on combating terrorism as
he said: "Our message on
terrorism is clear; no dou-

ble standards, no compro-
mise."

Modi arrived in Kuala
Lumpur on Saturday to a
grand red-carpet recep-
tion, with Ibrahim receiv-
ing him at the airport.

Ahead of the talks, Modi
was accorded a ceremonial
welcome at Perdana Putra
this morning.

"India and Malaysia
share a special relation-
ship. We are maritime
neighbours. For centuries,

our people have had deep
and affectionate ties,"
Modi said.

"Today, Malaysia is the
second largest country in
the world with a popula-
tion of Indian origin. Our
civilisations, shared cul-
tural heritage and democ-
ratic values bind us to-
gether," he said.

Modi said both sides will
strengthen cooperation in
counter-terrorism, intelli-
gence sharing, and mar-

itime security.
"We will also make de-

fence cooperation more
comprehensive," he said.

"Along with AI and digi-
tal technologies, we will
advance partnerships in
semiconductors, health,
and food security," he said.

The prime minister also
touched upon India's ap-
proach towards the Indo-
Pacific.

"The Indo-Pacific region
is emerging as the growth
engine of the world," he
said.

The prime minister said
India is committed to de-
velopment, peace and sta-
bility across the entire
Indo-Pacific region to-
gether with ASEAN (Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations).

Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Ibrahim said India and
Malaysia continue to ex-
pand collaboration in
trade, investment, connec-
tivity and defence.

"India has registered a
spectacular rise in global 

No double standards, no 
compromise on terrorism: PM Modi

Army chief General Up-
endra Dwivedi reviewed
ongoing counter-terror-
ism operations and the
prevailing security situa-
tion during a visit to for-
ward areas here, with de-
liberations also focussing
on the infusion of ad

‘Operation Prahar-2’ Against Wanted 
Criminals From Feb 10: Punjab DGP
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Katra to be equipped with modern infra, says LG

Gen Dwivedi reviews
counter-terror ops

Woman injured 
in accidental 

gunshot

Mastiii 4 Actor Ruhi Singh Alerts Fans About 
WhatsApp Impersonator, Files Complaint P- 10

Pak intruder 
held near IB

NEW DELHI, FEB
08: Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman today
said that the government
would soon constitute a
high-level committee on
banking for Viksit Bharat
to draw up a blueprint to
create mega-lenders capa-
ble of meeting the financ-
ing needs of a developed 

High-level panel
on banking 

soon: Sitharaman
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AMARAVATI, FEB
08: Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh today declared
that "this is not merely the
foundation stone of a build-
ing, but the foundation
stone of India's quantum fu-
ture," as he addressed the
Foundation Ceremony of
Amaravati Quantum Valley
in Amaravati, Andhra 

Jitendra lays
foundation of India's

first 'Quantum Centre'

'Message loud & clear'

RAIPUR, FEB 08:
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
that security-centric strat-
egy, infrastructure devel-
opment, and disruption of
Maoist financial networks
have yielded results in the
fight against Left-Wing Ex-
tremism, asserting that the 

Anti-Naxal 
strategy yielding

results: Shah
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CHANDIGARH, FEB
08: In a major adminis-
trative action, the Punjab
government has sus-
pended two senior IAS of-
ficers with immediate ef-
fect.

According to official or-
ders, officers Kamal
Kishore Yadav and
Jaspreet Singh have been
suspended.

Although the reasons
for their suspension were
not specified in the or-
ders, sources said that it
stemmed from a six-year
delay in procuring smart-
phones for Anganwadi
workers under the Union
Government's Mission
Saksham Anganwadi.

The vendor selected by
the government for pro-
viding smartphones had 

2 IAS officers 
suspended
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NEW DELHI, FEB
08:  The Union Law Min-
istry has increased the fees
of advocates, who repre-
sent the central govern-
ment in courts across the
country, after a gap of
nearly 11 years.

In a notification, the de-
partment of legal affairs in
the law ministry said that
now group 'A' counsels ap-
pearing for regular appeals
and defended petitions for
final hearing would get Rs
21,600 per case per day,
while group 'B' and 'C'
counsels would be paid Rs
14,400.

Earlier, the fee stood at 

Law ministry 
hikes fees for govt
advocates across

courts
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NEW DELHI, FEB
08: India will have no diffi-
culty in purchasing goods
worth $500 billion from
the US over the next five
years, as envisaged under
the bilateral trade pact, and
in fact, this is an "ex-
tremely" conservative
number for a country
which aspires to become a
$30 trillion economy,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

"My sense is we need at
least a 100 billion dollar
plus only for the aviation
sector, in addition to oil,
LNG, LPG, and crude oil,"
he said.

According to a joint

statement issued by both
sides on Saturday on the
framework for the first
phase of the bilateral trade
agreement, India has ex-
pressed its intention to
purchase $500 billion of
US energy products, air-
craft and aircraft parts,
precious metals, technol-
ogy products and coking

coal over the next five
years.

The minister said that
Indian goods facing 18 per
cent tariffs will still have a
competitive advantage in
US markets compared to
products from China and
other competitor coun-
tries, which face higher
levies. China has been
slapped with 35 per cent
tariffs, and other countries
in Asia face 19 per cent and
up.

At present, he said, India
could source imports
worth about $300 billion
from the US that it cur-
rently buys from other 

India now negotiates trade deals
from position of strength: Goyal
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