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VADODARA, FEB 04:
Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru skipper Smriti
Mandhana will have the op-
portunity to lead her side to
parity with Mumbai Indians
in terms of success in the
Women's Premier League,
while Delhi Capitals will
look to break their final jinx
when the tournament's two
most entertaining sides take
on each other in the summit
clash here on Thursday.

Former champions RCB
have enjoyed a dream run
this season, repeatedly
showing the ability to step
up and bounce back when
the chips are down.

That resilience helped
them create history by be-
ginning their campaign with
five consecutive wins, be-
coming the first WPL team
to do so.

Adding to that, one or two
players from within the
group have consistently
taken their game to the next
level when required, a pat-
tern that has emerged with
monotonous regularity this
season.

If Australian stalwart
Grace Harris' blazing 75
against UP Warriorz in the
previous match -- after a
topsy-turvy season -- set the
tone for an emphatic eight-
wicket win, then little-
known Gautami Naik's 73
against Gujarat Giants
proved pivotal in a com-
manding 61-run victory for
the 2024 champions, who
will be aiming for a second
title to draw level with
Mumbai Indians.

Although RCB batters --
including Mandhana, Har-
ris, Georgia Voll and Richa
Ghosh -- have lacked consis-
tency this season, isolated
but timely contributions
have proved decisive. Pace
bowlers Nadine de Klerk
and Sayali Satghare have

delivered when it has mat-
tered most.

South African Nadine de
Klerk is currently the third-
highest wicket-taker this
season with 15 scalps from
eight matches, including a
best of 4 for 22, making her a
potential game-changer in
the final. Shreyanka Patil
adds spin heft to the attack, a
factor that was on full dis-
play in the decimation of
Gujarat Giants, where she
returned a five-wicket haul.

A well-rounded squad
that can rise at crucial mo-
ments is the hallmark of
Mandhana's side, and she
will be hoping a few more
players to step up in the title
clash to see off the challenge
from Delhi Capitals.

The Capitals, under new
skipper Jemimah Ro-
drigues, are eager for a
maiden title after finishing
runners-up in all three previ-
ous editions of the WPL.

Delhi Capitals have relied
on the strength of their for-
midable bowling lineup,
with pacers Chinelle Henry
and Nandani Sharma mak-
ing their presence felt with

the new ball.
Nandani, who could stake

a claim for an India berth af-
ter taking 16 wickets this
season to emerge the sec-
ond-highest wicket-taker,
has been the standout per-
former with several break-
through spells.

On the batting front,
Delhi Capitals' lineup has
also begun to click. Lizelle
Lee made a useful contribu-
tion at the top in the Elimi-
nator against Gujarat Gi-
ants, while Shafali Verma
managed to put her iffy
form behind to forge a half-
century partnership with
the South African.

Reliable top-order batter
Laura Wolvaardt has pro-
vided the stability the side
needed throughout the sea-
son.

With both their batting
and bowling heavily influ-
enced by South African
players, the Capitals have
benefited from a tight-knit
core that has played to-
gether for several years, fos-
tering strong camaraderie
and resilience in high-pres-
sure situations.

That strong bond could
prove crucial for Delhi Capi-
tals as they aim to break
their jinx and win the WPL
title on their fourth attempt,
guided by their new and
charismatic skipper Ro-
drigues, who is poised for a
big innings after a relatively
subdued season.

Teams (from):
Delhi Capitals: Jemimah

Rodrigues(c), Taniya Bha-
tia(wk), Lucy Hamilton,
Chinelle Henry, Marizanne
Kapp, Alana King, Lizelle
Lee, Minnu Mani, Niki
Prasad, Sneh Rana, Shafali
Verma, Nandani Sharma,
Shree Charani, Pragati
Singh, Eddla Srujana, Laura
Wolvaardt.

Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru: Smriti
Mandhana(c), Lauren Bell,
Nadine de Klerk, Richa
Ghosh(wk), Grace Harris,
Dayalan Hemalatha, Gau-
tami Naik, Shreyanka Patil,
Kumar Prathyoosha, Prema
Rawat, Arundhati Reddy,
Sayali Satghare, Linsey
Smith, Pooja Vastrakar,
Georgia Voll, Radha Yadav.

Match starts at 7:30pm.

RCB eye second crown, DC aim to break
jinx as WPL set for thrilling finale
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Deputy Commissioner
Kathua, Rajesh Sharma, to-
day inaugurated the Excise
Department Cricket Tour-
nament being organised by
the District Administration
Kathua in collaboration
with the Excise Department
J&K at Kathua Sports Sta-
dium. The tournament
marks the beginning of the
first-of-its-kind Kathua
Cricket League aimed at
promoting sports culture
and spreading awareness
against drug abuse among
youth.

DC Kathua, Rajesh
Sharma, while interacting
with players and officials
emphasized that cricket
serves as an effective
medium to channelise
youthful energy in a positive
direction. He stated that en-
gaging youth in sports is es-
sential to keep them away
from bad habits, particu-
larly drugs and narcotics.
He further informed that a
volleyball tournament is
also on the anvil in collabo-
ration with the Social Wel-
fare Department as part of
sustained efforts to promote
a healthy and drug-free so-
ciety. He also disclosed that
indoor stadium facilities will
be opened for public usage
in a regulated manner to en-

courage indoor sports and
fitness activities.

ETO Kathua described
the tournament as a pio-
neering initiative of the Ex-
cise Department in collabo-
ration with the District
Administration Kathua. He
informed that in the first
phase of the Kathua Cricket
League, eight junior cate-
gory teams from different

parts of the district are par-
ticipating. He added that se-
nior category teams will
take part in the second leg of
the tournament, which will
be organised soon. He said
the Excise Department is
committed to combining
enforcement with social
outreach and preventive
measures to combat drug
abuse through constructive

engagement of youth.
The inaugural match

marked the commencement
of competitive fixtures
aimed at fostering sports-
manship, teamwork and ca-
maraderie among partici-
pants. The event witnessed
the presence of senior offi-
cers, officials of the Excise
Department, sports lovers
and players.

DC Kathua inaugurates Excise
Department Cricket Tournament

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Aneesha Sharma, a
trainee of Mission Olympics
Shooting Academy Jammu
(MOSAJ), won individual
Silver in 10m Air Rifle event
at the All India Inter-Uni-
versity Shooting Champi-
onship which held at
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh.

Aneesha, a student of
P.S.P.S. Government Col-
lege for Women, Gandhi
Nagar, scored 630.8 while
representing the Cluster
University of Jammu
(CLUJ) in the National
event. 

Meanwhile, Director
Sports  CLUJ, Dr. Bakshi
congratulated Aneesha on
her outstanding perfor-
mance and appreciated her
dedication, stating that such
achievements inspire young
athletes and strengthen the
sporting culture of the insti-
tution.

Aneesha wins Shooting 
Silver in Inter-University

QINGDAO [CHINA],
FEBRUARY 4 (ANI):
Indian men overcame a
strong challenge from Sin-
gapore, while the women
dominated Myanmar in
their opening group stage
encounters to assure
themselves of a quarterfi-
nal spot in the Badminton
Asia Team Championships
being played in Qingdao,
China, on Wednesday, ac-
cording to a release.

The men's Group C clash
between India and Singa-
pore went down to the
wire, with former world
number 1 Kidambi
Srikanth coming up with a
clinical performance in the
third men's singles against
Jia Wei Joel Koh 21-15, 21-
16 to ensure that the In-
dian men's team began
their campaign with a win
and assured themselves of

a last eight spot, as Singa-
pore had lost their first
group game against Japan
1-4.

India's campaign did not
get off to the desired start,
as Lakshya Sen went down
21-16, 19-21, 21-16 against
former world champion
Loh Kean Yew. But
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty resoted
parity with a 21-10, 21-8
win over Eng Keat Wesley
Koh and Junsuke Kubo 21-
10, 21-8 and Ayush Shetty
then defeated Jia Heng Ja-
son Teh 21-17, 21-15 to give
India the lead.

The second doubles
combination of Pruthvi
Roy and K Sai Pratheek al-
most sealed the match for
India as they easily won
the opening game against
Nge Joo Jie and Donovan
Willand Wee before going

down 21-8, 21-23, 20-22.
This meant that Srikanth
had to find a way to beat
Koh, and the experienced
campaigner did that in
style.

In the women's match,
defending champions In-
dia did not break any
sweat against Myanmar
with world junior champi-
onship silver medallist
Tanvi Sharma opening the
account with a 21-13, 21-16
win over Thet Htar Thuzar
and then the team sweep-
ing all remaining two sin-
gles and both the doubles
matches.

They will now face Thai-
land in the second group
game on Thursday to de-
cide the group winner.

Results:
Women Group Y: India

bt Myanmar 5-0 (Tanvi
Sharma bt Thet Htar

Thuzar 21-13, 21-16; Rak-
shitha Sree bt Eaint Chit
Phoo 21-12, 21-6; Malvika
Bansod bt Lin Lin Htet 21-
9, 21-12; Priya Konjeng-
bam/SHruti Mishra bt Su
Latt/Thuzar 21-15, 21-16;
Treesa Jolly/Gayatri
Gopichand bt Htet/Phoo
21-8, 21-6)

Men Group C: India bt
Singapore 3-2 (Lakshya
Sen lost to Loh Kean Yew
16-21, 21-19, 16-21;
Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy/Chirag Shetty
bt Eng Keat Wesley
Koh/Junsuke Kubo 21-10,
21-8; Ayush Shetty bt Jia
Heng Jason Teh 21-17, 21-
15; Pruthvi Roy/K Sai
Pratheek lost to Nge Joo
Jie/Donovan Willard Wee
21-8, 21-23, 20-22; Ki-
dambi Srikanth bt Jia Wei
Joel Koh 21-15, 21-16.
(ANI)

BATC 2026: Indian men and women register wins 
in group openers to seal quarterfinal spots

HARARE, FEB 04:
Aaron George's silken hun-
dred seamlessly merged
with the explosive fifties
from IPL stars Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi and Ayush
Mhatre to guide India to the
ICC U19 World Cup final
with a seven-wicket win
over Afghanistan here on
Wednesday.

India now face England
in the summit clash here on
Friday. It will be India's
10th final in the U19 show-
piece, a testimony to BCCI's
structured junior cricket
programme that unearths
serious talent.

India seemed to have a
tough task ahead once
Afghanistan piled 310 for
four, built around hundreds
by Faisal Shinozada (110)
and Uzairullah Niazal (101).

But India cantered past
the target in 41.1 overs and it
was also their highest-ever
chase in the U19 World
Cup. Aaron (115, 104b) led
the chase with a hundred of
impeccable pace and preci-
sion placements of his
shots.

He received ample back-
ing from Suryavanshi (68,
33b) and Mhatre (62, 59b)
as India kept their run-rate
above seven all the while.

As is his wont, Soorya-
vanshi gave a flying start to
India's innings with a flurry
of boundaries, mainly off
off-spinner Wahidullah
Zadran.

There was a slice of for-
tune too when Niazal
dropped the left-hander on
22 at point off Abdul Aziz.

But around that lapse,

Sooryavanshi batted quite
aggressively, even pulling
off a stunning helicopter
shot six off pacer Nooristani
Omarzai.

There were repeated at-
tempts to play pull shot in
his innings, which eventu-
ally became his undoing -
an aimless hoick off
Omarzai ended in the
hands of Osman Sadat in-
side the circle.

The opening wicket al-
liance stopped at 93, but
Aaron then combined with
Mhatre to add another 114
runs in just over 17 overs to
take India past 200 in the
27th over.

Mhatre, who has been
struggling for his rhythm in
this tournament, made a
fifty at the right moment,
displaying his full selection
of shots.

Once again, Aaron played
the anchor's role to perfec-
tion as Mhatre took all the
risks to keep his side much
ahead of the asking rate.

Mhatre's dismissal did
not deter Aaron, and he bat-
ted on composedly.

Apart from his unflappa-

bility and situational aware-
ness, the aesthetics of
Aaron's batting was also
impressive.

Not one shot was hit in
anger, as the right-hander,
who migrated from Kot-
tayam, Kerala, to Hyder-
abad, batted with seldom-
seen elan at this age of
range-hitting.

His cover drives off Zad-
ran and Roohullah Arab
were a sight to behold, and
even his lofted shots which
fetched him sixes were
bereft of stress.

Aaron went past his hun-
dred in 95 balls with an ex-
quisite tuck past mid-
wicket for a four.

Aaron and Vihan Malho-
tra added 96 runs for the
third wicket alliance as In-
dia sauntered to a win.
However, Aaron could not
stay long enough to see his
side touch the tape.

Earlier, Shinozada and
Niazai led the way with
magnificent hundreds as
Afghanistan posted a chal-
lenging total.

Faisal top-scored with
110 off 93 balls, while Niazai

sparkled with an unbeaten
101-run knock off 86 deliv-
eries as the Indian bowlers
struggled to pick wickets at
regular intervals.

Opting to bat,
Afghanistan were off to a
solid start with the opening
duo of Sadat and Khalid Ah-
madzai adding 53 runs be-
fore pacer  Deepesh Deven-
dran effected the first
breakthrough in the 13th
over.

It was a length ball and as
Ahmadzai shaped up to
drive, he got a slight inside-
edge that went through to
wicketkeeper Abhigyan
Kundu.

Ahmadzai made 31 in 39
balls. Faisal then added 64
runs for the second wicket
with Sadat, setting up
Afghanistan for a strong to-
tal.

However, spin-bowling
all-rounder Kanishk
Chouhan struck for India at
the start of the 25th over as
he had Sadat caught at
long-off after the batter
played a reckless shot. Sa-
dat made 39, but consumed
70 balls for that.

U-19 World Cup: Aaron's classy 
hundred carries India to final 


