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Finally, achieving success in tracking
down the terrorists who were on the run
for the past few days, security forces today
neutralised three top JeM terrorists in the
thickly forested mountains of Udhampur
and Kishtwar in Jammu region.

While two of them were gunned down in
the higher reaches of Ramnagar-Basant-
garh, one was killed in Chatroo woods, offi-
cials said. 

During intensified operations in Ram-
nagar-Basantgarh woods, a joint team of
Army, police and CRPF spotted two terror-
ists inside a natural cave on Tuesday
evening and engaged them in a gunfight,
officials said.

After the intermittent exchange of fire
that lasted about 20 hours, the forces to-
day killed both the terrorists, the officials
added, saying that while the body of one
was lying on the mouth of the cave, that of
the other was found lying deep inside it.

Both the terrorists were eliminated after
the forces stormed the cave around noon.
The raid was preceded by several blasts, of-
ficials said.

The slain terrorists were Pakistanis, offi-
cials said and identified one of them as
Rubani alias Abu Mavia, a top terrorist of
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad out-
fit who was active in the area for the last
several years.

Army named the operation as "Kiya" and
said though it was over, the area still re-
mained under surveillance.

"Based on specific intelligence input pro-
vided by police, troops of Counter-Intelli-
gence Force Delta, White Knight Corps
planned and executed a focused joint
counter-terror operation in the general
area of Jophar Forest, Basantgarh, in co-
ordination with police and CRPF reinforc-
ing the cordon, ensuring effective area
domination to prevent escape of terror-
ists," Army's White Knight Corps said in a
post on X.

"Contact with terrorists was established
yesterday and since then, terrorists were
prevented from breaking the cordon. Fol-
lowing a calibrated and coordinated re-
sponse, two terrorists have been success-
fully neutralised. The operation
highlighted seamless inter-agency coordi-
nation, tactical precision and high stan-
dards of professionalism," Army added.

A large quantity of arms and ammuni-
tion, including an M4 carbine and an AK
rifle, were recovered from the slain terror-
ists, officials said.

Officials said intense gunfight and deaf-
ening explosions initially rocked the Jaf-
fer, Gujrada and Chigla Balotha forests for
over an hour, resulting in injuries to one of
the terrorists who along with his associate
managed to retreat into the cave.

Heavy gunfire and explosions were re-
ported for a brief period around 7.30 pm 

3 top JeM terrorists killed in 
Udhampur, Ktwr encounters

MOSCOW, FEB 04:
The Sino-Russian foreign
policy "tandem" remains a
key stabilising factor amid
growing global turbulence,
Russian president
Vladimir Putin said on
Wednesday during a video
conversation with the Chi-
nese counterpart Xi Jin-
ping.

"As for the international
situation, amid growing
global turbulence, the for-
eign policy axis between
Moscow and Beijing re-
mains an important stabil-
ising factor," Putin said
during the conversation,
excerpts of which were

shared by the Kremlin.
"We are ready to con-

tinue the closest coordina-
tion on global and regional
issues, both bilaterally and
within all multilateral
structures, such as the UN,
BRICS, Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO),
and others, where the
Russian-Chinese tandem

plays a key role in many ar-
eas," he added.

Speaking about China's
chairmanship of Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC), Putin wished
the country every success
and pledged that Russia
would provide its Chinese
partners with all necessary
assistance.

"My dear friend, once
again, Happy New Year
and Happy Spring Festival.
It's always springtime in
our bilateral relations,"
Putin said, wishing the
friendly Chinese people
peace and prosperity.

Sino-Russian foreign policy 'tandem' 
key factor of global stability: Putin

NEW YORK/WASH-
INGTON, FEB 04: Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
"welcomed" the trade deal
reached between President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
and discussed "formalis-
ing" bilateral cooperation
on critical minerals explo-
ration and mining during
their meeting in Washing-
ton DC.

Rubio held bilateral dis-
cussions with Jaishankar
at the State Department,
ahead of the inaugural
Critical Minerals Ministe-

rial meeting on Wednes-
day.

"Delighted to meet US
@SecRubio this afternoon.
A wide-ranging conversa-
tion that covered our bilat-
eral cooperation agenda,

regional and global is-
sues," Jaishankar posted
on X after the meeting.

"Facets of India-US
Strategic Partnership dis-
cussed included trade, en

Jaishankar, Rubio welcome trade deal;
discuss energy, critical minerals
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Lauding role of Army in
strengthening people-to-
people connect in remote &
border areas, Ladakh LG
Kavinder Gupta today said
'national tours reflect spirit
of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat'.

A 20-member group from
Durbuk-Lalok, comprising
11 women & 9 men, met the
LG here after completing
the national excursion tour
organised by Army.

The tour aimed at provid-
ing first-hand exposure to
India's cultural heritage, na-

tional institutions and de-
velopment initiatives, while
strengthening national inte-
gration.

During the interaction,
the participants shared their

experiences from the tour,
describing it as informative
and inspiring. 

They expressed gratitude
to Army for the opportunity 

National tours reflect spirit of Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat: Kavinder

The government today
said that it had no pro-
posal under consideration
to provide monthly finan-
cial assistance to young
advocates with more than
three years of legal prac-
tice.

The information was
shared by the Department
of Law, Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs in re-
sponse to a question
raised by MLA Shamim
Firdous in the legislative
assembly. 

Replying to the ques-
tion on whether the gov-
ernment intends to ex-
tend financial assistance 

An Army jawan lost his
life after a Tata Tiago car
he was travelling in met
with an accident near Dal-
was in Ramban district
today.

The dead was identified
as Sohan Singh, son of Bi-
hari Lal of Madda in Ud-
hampur's Chenani area.

According to officials,
the car was on its way to-
wards Sawni village when
it skidded off a mountain-
ous road and fell onto the
national highway below.

ABU DHABI, FEB
04: Negotiators from
Ukraine, Russia and the
United States were set to
gather in Abu Dhabi on
Wednesday, seeking to
advance fraught talks on
how to end the four-year
war.

The Russian delegation
has already touched down
in Abu Dhabi, according
to Russian state media,
though it was unclear if
US and Ukrainian dele-
gates had arrived.

Several rounds of diplo-
macy between the sides
have failed to strike a deal
on ending Europe's dead-

liest conflict since World
War II, which began when
Russia invaded in Febru-
ary 2022.

A massive Russian
drone and missile barrage
in the run-up to the talks,
pounding Ukraine's en-
ergy grid and knocking
out power and heating in
temperatures far below
freezing, threatened to
overshadow any chances
of progress in the Emirati
capital.

"Each such Russian
strike confirms that atti-
tudes in Moscow have not
changed: they continue to
bet on war and the de-

struction of Ukraine, and
they do not take diplo-
macy seriously," Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said on Tuesday.

"The work of our nego-
tiating team will be ad-
justed accordingly," he
said, without elaborating.

The main sticking point
is the long-term fate of
territory in eastern
Ukraine.

Moscow is demanding
that Kyiv pull its troops
out of swathes of the Don-
bas, including heavily for-
tified cities atop vast nat-
ural resources, as a 

Ukraine, Russia, US negotiators
gather in Abu Dhabi for war talks

NEW DELHI, FEB 04:
Lok Sabha proceedings
were adjourned for the day
on Wednesday after re-
peated disruptions by op-
position MPs escalated into
a ruckus near the treasury
benches.

The disruptions led to the
cancellation of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's ex-
pected reply to the Motion
of Thanks on the Presi-
dent's address.

The trouble peaked
shortly before 5 pm, when
the House reassembled
amid indications that Modi
would speak. Several oppo-
sition MPs, including

women members, entered
the well, raised slogans and
moved towards the seats of
ruling party members, in-
cluding the Prime Minis-
ter's chair, prompting
sharp allegations from the
BJP and concerns over se-
curity.

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari al-
leged that several opposi-
tion women MPs moved to-
wards the Prime Minister's
chair and ignored repeated
appeals by senior ministers
to return to their seats,
forcing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to stay
away from the Lok Sabha
as the situation remained

out of control.
Describing the incident

as "extremely scary", Ti-
wari claimed the women
MPs were positioned
around the Prime Minis-
ter's seat in a "pre-planned
manner" and alleged that
their aggressive conduct
raised serious security con-
cerns. He said it was only
due to the intervention of
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju that the
situation could be brought
under control, adding that
the opposition MPs "could
even have attacked the
Prime Minister".

Women oppn MPs gherao treasury
benches, force adjournment
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Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today said
that fresh cases for
registration under
Kashmir migrant re-
lief assistance were
not being entertained
at present in view of
the improved law and
order situation in the
valley.

"The Prime Minister's
Return & Rehabilitation
Package for Kashmiri mi-
grants is aimed at facilitat-
ing their voluntary, safe
and dignified return to the
valley while ensuring so-
cio-economic security
through housing, employ-
ment and other support
measures," he said in his
reply to a question by NC
MLA Mubarak Gul in the
assembly.

"Fresh cases for registra-
tion under Kashmir mi-
grant relief assistance are
not being entertained at
present. The issue was ex-
amined in a meeting

chaired by the chief secre-
tary on July 12, 2023,
where it was observed that
the improved law and or-
der situation in the valley
does not justify fresh regis-
tration at this stage," the
chief minister added.

"The proposal for en-
hancement of the existing
migrant relief assistance,
considering inflation and
the rising cost of living, has
been examined at the
Union Territory level and

taken up with the Ministry
of Home Affairs, which is
the competent authority to
take a final decision on the
matter," he said.

The chief minister said
the comprehensive Prime
Minister's Return & Reha-
bilitation Package for
Kashmiri migrants was an-
nounced in 2009 with a fi-
nancial outlay of Rs
1,618.40 cr. "The scheme
provides a holistic frame-
work to restore livelihood,

housing, education and fi-
nancial security of the mi-
grant community," he
added.

Detailing the compo-
nents of the scheme, he
said, "It includes provision
of residential support for
migrant families, construc-
tion of transit accommoda-
tion for employees ap-
pointed under the package,
continuation of monthly
cash relief to the registered 

Fresh cases for registration not justified
amid improved situation: Omar

Ahead of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's 3-
day visit which begins
from tomorrow, security
was stepped up across the
UT.

According to officials,
additional police deploy-
ments were made across
Jammu and a tight vigil
was being maintained to
avoid any untoward inci-
dent.

Security forces also car-
ried out a surprise cordon
and search operation in
the Ab Guzar area of Sri-
nagar ahead of Shah's
visit.

SIR row: CM Banerjee urges SC to save democracy;
alleges WB targeted, its people bulldozed
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Security stepped up
ahead of Shah's visit

Jawan killed
in car accident

Rhea Chakraborty 'Didn't Find The World To Be A Safe Place'
Before Clean Chit: 'If A Man Came Running...' P- 10

No proposal for financial
assistance to young

advocates: Govt
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All BJP members staged
a walkout from the Jammu
and Kashmir assembly on
Wednesday, accusing
Speaker Abdul Rahim
Rather of bias while grant-
ing time to members of the
ruling party for speaking in
the house.

They walked out of the
House despite Rather say-
ing that he was not differ-
entiating between the
members.

BJP MLAs
accuse Speaker
of bias, walk out

of assembly
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NEW DELHI, FEB 04:
Union minister Jitendra
Singh today told the Lok
Sabha that 'the civil services
examination rules are part
of an evolving framework
and the government contin-
uously undertakes reforms,
besides remedial measures
to ensure a level playing
field.

Civil services exam
rules part of evolving
framework: Jitendra

Kashmir migrant relief assistance
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LA Speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather today ad-
journed the House for 15
minutes, following an up-
roar over reported remarks
of Leader of Opposition
(LoP) that Pir Panjal region
does not exist.

The ruckus started
shortly at the end of the
Question Hour with Con-
gress legislator Iftikhar Ah-
mad demanding an apol-
ogy from BJP leader Sunil
Sharma over the remarks 

Assembly 
adjourned for 
15 minutes
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New Delhi, Feb 04
The Supreme Court on

Wednesday sought re-
sponses from the Centre
and others on a plea chal-
lenging the decision of the
National Board of Exami-
nations in Medical Sci-
ences (NBEMS) to drasti-
cally reduce the qualifying
cut-off percentiles for
NEET-PG 2025-26.

A bench of Justices P S
Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe issued notices to
the Union of India, the
NBEMS, the National
Medical Commission and
others. The matter is
listed for next hearing on
February 6.

SC notice against
NEET PG cut-off

percentile reduction
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In a veiled jibe at BJP
over its claim that terror-
ism would end after the ab-
rogation of Article 370 that
happened in 2019, chief
minister Omar Abdullah
today said that encounters
were taking place even in
2026.

Three Pakistani terror-
ists were killed in encoun-
ters with security forces in
the higher reaches of Ram-
nagar in Udhampur and
Chatroo in Kishtwar dis-
tricts on Wednesday, tak-
ing the death toll in nine 

'No end to
encounters 

even in 2026'
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IMPHAL, FEB 04:
BJP MLA Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh on Wednes-
day became the 13th Chief
Minister of Manipur,
nearly a year after the res-
ignation of BJP leader N
Biren Singh following
months of ethnic violence
between Meitei and Kuki
communities in the state,
leading to the imposition of
President's Rule.

The 62-year-old leader
was administered the oath
of office and secrecy by
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla at a ceremony held
at the Lok Bhavan, hours
after the President's rule
was revoked in the vio-

lence-hit Manipur.
BJP MLA Nemcha Kip-

gen, who belongs to the
Kuki community, and
Naga People's Front legis-
lator L Dikho took oath as

the deputy chief ministers
of Manipur.

The formation of the new
government comes at a
time when the strife-torn 

BJP's Khemchand sworn in 
as Manipur Chief Minister
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