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LA erupts over statehood resolution;

BIPMLAsstormwell

TheNC-ledgovernmentheaded by FaroogAbdullahhad passedares-
olutiononJune 26,2000for restoration of greater autonomyasexisted
before August9,1953.

OnNovember6,2024, the House had passedaresolution, seekingthe
restorationof special status.

Assoonasthechiefminister tabled theresolutionin the House, the
treasurybencheswelcomeditwith the thumpingofdesks.

However, the reference to the 2000 resolution triggered protests
fromBJP members,whostated that theywould notallowany discussion
ontheissueofautonomy.

Theysaid ruleswerefloutedasthechiefminister had read the resolu-
tionevenbeforetablingitinthe House.

Shouringslogans, theBJP membersstormed thewell ofthe House
andtorethecopiesoftheresolution.

"Wewillnotallowdiscussionontheissueofautonomyinthe House,"
theysaid.

As the pandemonium continued, with the treasury & opposition
benches raising slogans & counter-slogans, many of them got into
heated arguments.Sometraded barbs, withafewof themstarting fist
fights.

Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather repeatedly urged the membersto
taketheir seats, but the din persisted. He subsequentlyadjourned the
House; firstfor halfanhour,and thentill Monday.

Earlier,whilemovingthe resolution, the CM reminded the Centreof
itsearlier assurancesthat statehoodwouldbe restoredafter delimitation
andelections,andsaid thethirdstepwasnowpending.

"PM Modihadsaid thatitwas Modi Ka\Wada,whichmeansitwasex-
traordinaryfromanormal promise. Ifitwas Modi KaWada, itshould
havegotimplementedaswell," hesaidwhilespeakinginthe House.

Healso highlightedwhathe describedastheadministrativeimplica-
tionsof Jammuand KashmircontinuingasaUnion Territory, citingthe
functioning of the Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences
(SKIMS).

"Theimplicationof nothavingstatehoodisthat filesof SKIMS, oneof
our premium healthcareinstitutes, donotcometous," hesaid.

Omarsaid Health Minister Sakina ltoowas unable totake decisions
on matters concerning SKIMS, while the finance department allo-
cated fundstotheinstitutewithout havingcontrol over howthemoney
wassubsequentlyspent.

"'l,asafinanceminister, give themthe budget, buthowthatmoneyis
spent,wedon‘tknow,"hesaid.

The chief minister sought a detailed discussion on the resolution,
sayingrestorationofstatehoodwasacommonconcemcuttingacross
partylines.

Later, talkingtoreportersinside theassembly premisesafter Rather
adjournedthe House, hesaid the resolution he tabledinthe housewas
notforgreaterautonomyor special statusto Jammuand Kashmir.

ReferringtotheunrulyscenesandsloganeeringbytheBIPMLAs, he
said, "You saw how BJP reacted to this. Because they simply do not
want to vote on statehood. They want to back out of this vote under
onepretextoranother.”

Hesaid hedid notseekavoteontheresolutionspassed by legislative
assemblyonJune 26,2000 0on--restorationofgreater autonomyun-
derthe Indian Constitution--oronNovember 6,2024 —for therestora-
tionof special statusto Jammuand Kashmir.

"Today, nooneisaskingthemtovoteonArticle 370. Today, hooneis
askingthemtovote onJammuand Kashmir'sspecial positionor spe-
cialstatusorautonomy. Thoseresolutionshavealready been passed; they
arethepropertyofthe House," hesaid.

The chief minister said the fresh resolution he tabled in the house
onFridaydoesnotsubsumethepreviousresolutions.

"We are not bringing those resolutions back for a vote; the house
hasalready passed them. Today, weareaskingforavote fromthe BJP
solelyandexclusivelyonstatehood, and theyarenotready tovoteonstate-
hood,"headded.

"Wewantedaresolutiontobepassed hereandsenttothe Government
of India, stating that Jammuand Kashmir'sstatehood should be restored
immediately,"headded.

Abdullah also referred to BJP MLA Sham Lal Sharma's remarks
aboutthegovernmenthavingtobeaccountableforgovermance over past
twoyears.

"lamready. Bringthediscussionon Monday; whatever our perfor-
mancehasbeenoverthepasttwoyears, wewill placeeverythingbefore
thehouse. Andthedifficuttieswe faced over thesetwoyears, the problems
weraninto, the hardshipswe hadtoconfront—wewill bringall of that for-
ward aswell. And after that, we hope the house votes on this resolu-
tion, and we will send this resolution to the central government,” he
said.

OntheBJP'schargethatthe resolutionwas“anti-national”, the chief
minister said that asking for statehood does not make one anti-na-
tional.

"Showmeoneanti-nationalword usedinthisresolution. Showme
one unconstitutional word we have used. We are simply saying that
the Centre mustimmediately restore full and complete statehood to
JammuandKashmir,"hesaid.

Thechiefminister said he hadtomention thoseearlier resolutionsas
hedid notwantanyonetofall preytoany misunderstanding.

""Tomorrow, you might say, 'Look, they abandoned those resolu-
tionsand broughtthisoneinstead. Thatiswhywe said 'inaddition’--
meaning those resolutions remain property of the House. Wearenot
touchingthoseresolutions; they stand intheir place. Buttoday, weare
bringingaseparate resolutiononstatehood, onethatdoesnotdiluteear-
lierresolutions,headded.

Abdullah said if the BJP wants the previous resolutions replaced,
theyshouldbringaresolutioninthe House tothiseffect.

"Let them bring a resolution during this debate to reject them, to
wipethemourt. Iftheygetthevotesfor it whoam I toobject? Thatiswhat
democracydemands,”hesaid.

Abdullahsaidthe peopleof JammuandKashmirhaveseenthatifany-
oneisanobstacletorestoringstatehood, itisthe29 BIP MLAs.

"Theycontestedelectionsinthe nameof statehood. Restoringstate-
hoodwasamajor promiseintheir manifesto. They constantly remind
usofourmanifesto, yettheydon'tremembertheirown! Sotoday, I tell
themagain: whateveryouwanttosay, sayitinsidethe house.

"LettheHouseruninorder, holdadebate, andsaywhatyouwish; we
will answer. After that, vote on statehood. Don't abstain, don't walk
out,don'tcreatearuckus, castyour vote! Ifyousupportstatehood, vote
'yes'; ifyouopposestatehood, vote 'no'. Letthe people know, " hesaid.

Asked about the need to bring the resolutionwhen his Cabinethad
passedasimilar resolutiontwoyearsago, Abdullahsaid twoyearswas
averylongtimetomake people of Jammuand Kashmirwait for state-
hood.

"Clearly, thevoice ofthe cabinetwas notconsidered tobe the voice of
thepeople. Therefore, sincethe legislature representstheentire spectrum
ofpolitical opinioninJammuandKashmir... The Cabinetonly represents
therulingparty, butthe legislature represents partiesthatare notpart of
thegovernment,”hesaid.

The chief minister said the demand for statehood was not for the
government; hispartyor hisfamily, butforentire Jammuand Kashmir.

"Thatiswhywebroughtthisresolutiontothe legislativeassembly,so
thatinonesinglevoice, wetellthecentral governmenttorestorethesta-
tusofstatehood to Jammuand Kashmirimmediately,* hesaid.

Asked about Congress MLAs being comfortable with the resolu-
tion, Abdullahsaid hewasgladaboutit.

Jaishankar fires back at
Pak reporter at UNGA

disrupt maritime commerce and cost innocent lives are simply

indefensible," hesaid.

He cited the recent attack on the Antigua and Barbuda-flagged
bulk carrier MV Cape Dao in the Gulf of Oman, inwhich an Indian
sailorwaskilled.

During the meeting, Indiaand Liberiaannounced establishinga
"group of friends" on the safety and security of shippingand seafarers,
alandmark maritime initiative launched amid continued attacks
oncommercial shipping.

"'India,asamajor source of seafarers, and Liberia, asthe largest ship-
ping registry, have come together to highlight the safety and security
of shippingandseafarers," Jaishankar said at the meeting.

Hesaid theinitiative markedapositive beginning towards making
an inclusive platform bringing together major ship-owning states,
countries with the largest ship registries and those providing the
maximumnumber of seafarers.

Jaishankar also highlighted that the disruption caused by theattacks
has led to prolonged confinement of seafarers on board, delays in
crew changes and repatriation, separation from families and psy-
chological distress.

He stressed the need for stronger international cooperationtode-
tersuchattacksandsaid Prime Minister NarendraModi had proposed
establishinga Seafarers Emergency Support Network at the recent
BRICS Summittoconnect maritimeauthoritiesand embassies, fa-
cilitate distressalerts, medical assistance, communication with fam-
iliesand evacuationsupport.

Amidongoingglobal conflicts, merchantshippingandseafarersare
facingincreased risksinvariousregions, including the Straitof Hor-
muz, GulfofOman, Red Sea, Gulfof Aden, Bab-el-Mandeb, Black Sea,
and Somalia.

Asignificantnumber of Indian seafarers serve onboard both Indian-
flagged and foreign-flagged vessels operating inor transiting through
these regions, exposing them toassociated maritime security risks.

J&K honoured as 'Best Performing
UT" at Aarogya Manthan
Cards.

The award was presented at Aarogya Manthan 2026, held at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, as part of the celebrations marking
eight years of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and five years of Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM).

Virender Kumar, Nodal Officer, SHA J&K, received the award
on behalf of the State Health Agency, J&K, from Union Minister for
Health & Family Welfare, Jagat Prakash Nadda.

The ceremony was attended by senior officials of the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, National Health Authority and other dig-
nitaries.

The achievement is the result of the collective efforts of SHA
J&K, Chief Medical Officers, district teams, frontline health workers
and field functionaries across the UT. Their continued efforts at the
districtand grassroots levels have helped ensure that frontline work-
ers are covered with Ayushman Cards and are able to avail the ben-
efits associated with the scheme.

The recognitionisaproud moment for the teamsworkingacross
Jammu & Kashmir and adds further momentum to the ongoing
efforts of SHA J&K to strengthen AB-PMJAY SEHAT and ensure
that the benefits of the scheme reach people across the UT of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Inquiry ordered against
PWD AEE

sanction is hereby accorded to the appointment of Beiza Rafig,
in-charge superintending engineer(civil), PW(R&B) Circle,
Bandipora, as inquiry officer and Javeed HafizFacktoo, in-charge
executive engineer, R&B Division, Sopore, as presenting officer to
conduct of an in-depth inquiry into the charges levelled against
AEE Mubarak Ahmad Ganie in case FIR No13/2024 registered at
ACB police station, Baramulla."

The inquiry officer has been asked to submit the report/findings
within a period of 30 days from the date ofissuance of this order.

HC rejects ED plea

and 424 (dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of
property) of the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) lacked merit based onthe
material currently available.

The anti-money laundering probe agency had challenged an
order dated March 22 passed by the chief judicial magistrate (CBI
cases), which dismissed its application seeking the incorporation of
additional charges under sections 411 and 424 of the RPC into the
primary case being prosecuted by the CBI.

The ED contended that although the CBI filed the primary
chargesheet under sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 406 (crim-
inal breach of trust) and 409 (criminal breach of trust by a public
servant) of the RPC, the material gathered during the probe dis-
closed sufficient grounds to frame charges for receiving and con-
cealing stolen property as well.

Refusing to add the charges at this stage, the court observed that
the accusations emerging from the CBI chargesheet were essential-
ly founded upon alleged criminal misappropriation and breach of
trust allegedly committed by the accused people.

"The material presently available does not disclose a distinct
receipt or retention of stolen property by the respondents in the
capacity contemplated by that provision. Their alleged acts form
part of the principal transaction of conspiracy, misappropriation
and criminal breach of trust itself," the 29-page order said.

The high court said that mere movement of funds through differ-
ent accounts in furtherance of the alleged conspiracy cannot justify
addition of a charge under Section 411 pf the RPC.

The ED case is based on an FIR filed by the CBI, which booked
former Jammu and Kashmir Cricket Association (JKCA) office-
bearers, including general secretary Mohammed Saleem Khan and
treasurer Ahsan Ahmad Mirza.

The CBI later filed a chargesheet in 2018 against former chief
minister Farooq Abdullah, Khan, Mirza, as well as former JKCA
treasurer Mir Manzoor Gazanffer Ali and former accountants
Bashir Ahmad Misgar and Gulzar Ahmad Beigh for the "misappro-
priation of JKCA funds amounting to Rs 43.69 crore" from grants
given by the Board of Control for Cricketin India (BCCI) to promote
the sport in the erstwhile state between 2002-11.

The ED said its probe found that JKCA received Rs 94.06 crore
from the BCCI in three different bank accounts during financial
years 2005-2006 to 2011-2012 (up to December 2011).

In February 2020, the ED attached assets worth Rs 2.6 crore of
Mirza and Gazanfer, a member of the finance committee of the
JKCA, as the agency alleged that Mirza transferred huge amounts
into his personal bank accounts, and the money was further trans-
ferred or withdrawn in cash.

"From 2004 till March 2012, Mirza continued as the authorised
signatory in the bank accounts of JKCA," it said.

Patnitop proposed asworld-class

tourist destination

consultation conferences, had already been completed for the pro-
posedinitiative.

Omar said the requisite ground data and basic details for the pro-
posalwerecurrently beingcompiled. Nofundshadsofarbeensanctioned
or released by the Government of India for the proposed project, he
added.

Ontherevisionof PDAMaster Plan-2000, hesaid thetourism depart-
menthadinitiated the processforcomprehensiverevisionandprepa-
rationof Master Plansfor variousdevelopmentauthorities, including
Patnitop Development Authority.

Hesaid theinitiativeseekstoaddressrapid urbangrowth, modemin-
frastructure requirements and sustainable spatial development, be-
sidesoptimisinglanduse, improving publicamenitiesandestablishing
aclearroadmapfor long-termdevelopment.

Heinformedthe House thatthe Requestfor Proposal, asfinalised by

the Steering Committee constituted by the government, had been
floated forengagementofaconsultancy agency toprepare the Master
Plan.

Givingdetailsofbuilding permission casesfor the lasttwoyears, he
stated thatduring 2024-25, the PDA received sixcommercial cases, of
whichthreewereapprovedandthreerejected, withnonepending. Inthe
residential category, 42 cases were received, 18 approved and 24 re-
Jected, withnocase pending.

During 2025-26, 10 commercial building permission cases were
received, of which four were approved, three rejected and three re-
mained pending. Intheresidential category, 60 caseswerereceived, 16
approved, 41 rejectedand three remained pending.

Thechiefminister informed the House that, asperavailablerecords,
14 residentialand twocommercial building permission caseshad sub-
sequentlybeenreceived.

Ladakhadmin, lIM

JammussignMoU

offerafour-year BBA (Hons) programme, withaninitial intakeof 60
students. The programme is scheduled to commence by the end of
Octoberthisyear, barelyamonthafter thesigningofthe MoU. Thein-
frastructure for the 11M Jammu Satellite Campus, too, has been es-
tablishedinjusttwomonths.

The proposed programme hasalready receivedanencouragingre-
sponse, witharound 600 candidatesexpressinginterestinadmission
againstthevacant60seats. Thestrongresponsereflectsthedermand for
quality management education despite Ladakh being a challenging
region.

Saxenasaid theimportanceoftheinitiativeextendswellbeyondthe
initial intake of60students, asthe campus has the potential tobecome
ahubforknowledge, innovation,entrepreneurshipand professional de-
velopmentinLadakh, fulfillingthe Prime Minister NarendraModi'svi-
sionforViksitBharat.

Theestablishmentofthe Satellite Campushasprogressed rapidlydue
tothe constantguidanceand intervention of LG Saxena. Theengage-
mentsbetweentheadministrationand 11M Jammufor startingunder-
graduatecoursesat Lehbeganlessthantwomonthsago,andthepro-
posed campus building is already ready, enabling the academic
programmetocommencenextmonth.

Highlightingthesignificance of theinitiative, the LG said theestablish-
ment of the 1M Jammu Satellite Campus is a turning point in the
higher education system in Ladakh and also an important step to-
wards opening new avenues of opportunity for the young people of
Ladakh

Forseveralyears, studentsaspiringtopursuequalitymanagementand
professional education have oftenhadtoleave Ladakh, requiringthem
andtheirfamiliestobear substantial expensestowardstravel,accom-
modation, food, books and other necessities. For students from re-
mote areas and families with limited financial resources, these costs
canbecomeasignificantbarrier toaccessing quality higher education.

Saxenasaid that bringing quality managementeducation closer to
homewould helpaddressthese challengesandenable moretalented
youngpeoplefromLadakhtopursuetheiraspirationswithout neces-
sarily havingtobearthefinancialand personal hardshipsassociated with
movingoutsidethe UnionTerritory.

ChiefSecretaryAshish Kundra; Chairman, Board of Governors, [ 1M
Jammu, Milind Kamble; Director, 11M Jammu, ProfBSSahay; Sec-
retary, Higher Education, Bhanu Prabha; and senior officials of the
UTadministrationand I 1M Jammuwere presenton theoccasion.

SCtohearPIL for speedy disposal

of cases against legislators

Anumula Revanth Reddy has 89 cases against him, followed by
WestBengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari,whohas29cases,and
KamatakaChief Minister D K Shivakumar, whohas19cases.

Hansariasubmitted thatdespite monitoringofcasesby thetopcourt
and high courts to ensure expeditious trials, the number of pending
criminal cases against MPs and MLAs since 2018 has remained al-
mostatthesamelevel.

OnNovember9,2023, inasignificantverdictaimedatfast-tracking
trials in more than 5,000 criminal cases against lawmakers, the top
courthaddirected highcourtstosetupaspecial benchtomonitor cases
for their speedydisposal.

Ithadalsoaskedspecial courtsnottoadjoum proceedingsinsuchmat-
tersexcept"forrareand compellingreasons™.

Issuing a slew of directions to high courts, district judges and spe-
cial courts designated to hear matters related to lawmakers, the top
courthaddirected thatcriminal casesagainstMPs, MLAsandmembers
oflegislative councils (MLCs) begivenpriority.

PMlauds'Make n
Indlia’ success

facturing, designandinnovation.

"Moremadein India. Moreinvestmentin India. Moreexportsfrom
India. Atransformationvisibleacrosssectors. Makein Indiaisaboutcre-
atinginfrastructure, enterpriseand innovation thatallow Indiatogrow
andprosper,"hesaidinaposton X.

The primeminister also postedavideo on hissocial mediahandles
showcasing the success India achieved in semiconductor industry,
aerospace, train engines and coach manufacturing, ship building,
metro networks, automobile, medicines, solar power, mobile phone
makingamongothers.

The'Makein India'initiative isfocused onfacilitating investment, fos-
teringinnovationand developingworld-classinfrastructure. Guidedby
‘MinimumGovernment, Maximum Governance', ithasalsosoughtto
modernise processesand policies.

Over the years, 'Make in India’ has opened new opportunities for
businessesand investorstoparticipatein India'smanufacturingjour-
ney.

Theinitiative hassubsequently beenexpanded under'Makein India
2.0". Theinitiative nowfocuseson 27 sectors, whichinclude 15inman-
ufacturingand12inservices.

111 MPs, MLAs changed parties after

winning elections: ADR

state.

Goarecordedeightcases, with CongressMLAsmoving tothe BJP,
whilePunjabalsoaccountedforeightcases, includingsix RajyaSabha
membersandtwoMLAS.

Maharashtrarecordedsix cases, allinvolving Lok Sabhamembers
elected from Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray), who subse-
quentlymovedtothe ShivSenaled by Eknath Shinde.

Meghalaya had six MLA cases and Manipur five, while Arunachal
Pradeshand Gujaratrecordedfoureach.

Himachal Pradeshand Rajasthan recordedtwocaseseach, while Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh had one case
each. Delhiaccounted forone RajyaSabhamember changing party.

Atthepartylevel, the NDPP recorded the highestnumber ofexitsat
25, followed by the AITCwith 20and the Congresswith 19. The BRSac-
countedfor nine, AAPand NCPseveneach, ShivSena(UddhavBalasa-
hebThackeray)six,JD(U)fiveand NPPfour.

Together, NDPP, AITC and Congress accounted for 64 of the 111
cases,or58percent.

Ithasalsosuggestedatime limitfor deciding disqualification petitions
and restrictions on defectors holding public office until they are re-
elected.

US Prez hails meeting with
Xias ‘very productive'
nightagreed,also," Trumpsaid.
According to the Chinese Foreign Ministry, Xi said Chinaand the

United Statesboth havestrong capabilitiesin Alandargued thatcom-
petitionbetweenthe two countriesshouldbeaccompanied by greater

cooperation.

"Therightthingtodoistodrawoneachother'sstrengths, notguard
againsteachother," Xisaid.

He called forcontinued dialogue between\WashingtonandBeijingon
Al including discussions on its risks and benefits. He also proposed
jointeffortstopreventthemisuseandabuse of Al.

"Almustbekeptunderhumancontrol. Apeople-centredapproach
should be upheld,and Al should be developed for the positiveand for
good, sothat Al will serve the progressofhumanity, Xisaid.

Thetalkstook placeasthe United Statesand Chinapreviewed newAl
modelsandfaced callstoextend oversighttoChinese open-sourcesys-
tems. Trumpand Xi held talksat the White House during the Chinese
president'sthree-dayvisittothe United States.

Themeetingwasthe secondencounterbetweenthetwoleadersinless
than six months. Xi was expected to leave \Washington after visiting
theNational Archives, which housessomeofthecountry'smastimpor-
tantfoundingdocuments.

Thevisitcomesasthe USmarksthe 250thanniversaryofitsfound-
ing. Trumpsaid on Thursday that he wanted toshow Xi 'some of the
greatesttreasuresofthatproudhistory.”

TheUSpresidentalsosaid hewanted toshow Xiartefacts highlight-
ingtherelationshipbetween thetwocountries.

UPI MDRwon't burden
o consumers: FM
tionparties.

She said the proposed MDR would be a charge within the digital
payments ecosystem and would be levied by entities facilitating UPI
transactions, includingpaymentservice providers, merchants'banks
andother participantsintheecosystem.

"Thisisnotatax, thisisnotacess, thisisnotevenasurcharge. Andthe
collectionisnotcomingtothe Consolidated Fundof India, " shesaid.

The finance minister maintained that the proposed mechanism
would operatewithinthedigital paymentecosystemrather thanfunc-
tionasagovernmentlevy.

Theproposed MDR hasdrawncriticismfrom Opposition parties, who
have raised concerns over its potential impact on UPI users and the
broader digital paymentssystem.

Theclarificationcomesamiddiscussionsover introducingchargeson
select higher-value UPI transactions, while routine low-value digital
payments have continued to remain free for users under the existing
framework.

Self-reliance must be anchored in national

confidence: Kavinder

Guptasaid thatmeaningful developmentmustgobeyond produc-
tion and consumption and encompass human dignity, social har-
mony, ethics, cultural values, environmental balanceand the welfare of
everysectionofsociety.

He said that women, farmers, artisans, workers, entrepreneurs,
tribal communities, rural populations, youth and persons with dis-
abilitiesmusthaveequal opportunitiestoparticipate inthe development
process. Local economies, traditional knowledge, handicrafts and
smallenterprisesshouldalsobestrengthenedasimportantpillarsofself-
reliance.

ReferringtoViksitBharat-2047, thegovernor said that thevision of
adeveloped Indiarequirescollective participationandaspiritof Sabka
Prayas. Hesaid that self-reliancewas notmerelyaneconomicor tech-
nological objective, butalsoacommitmenttonational confidenceand
collectivecapacity building.

Hesaid India'sstrengthliesintheability toharmonisetraditionand
modermity."Our tradition can providevalues, sciencecan provide tools,
democracy can provideinstitutionsandouryouthcan provideenergy.
Theirintegrationcangiveanewdirectiontothe Indiaofthefuture,"he
said.

Emphasising the need for responsible development, he said that
progressmustbeaccompanied by responsibility, technology by ethics,
prosperity by sensitivityandself-reliance by self-restraint.

He urged scholars and research institutions to undertake critical
and academic study of India’s development model and civilisational
thought, whileencouragingnewquestions, researchandintellectual di-
alogue.

DrVinay Sahasrabuddhe, President, Asiatic Society, Mumbaishared
hisviewsoncurrentchallenges, problems,and their solutionsthrough
virtualmode.

Earlier, Director, 11AS, ProfHimanshu Kumar Chaturvedi wel-
comed and honoured the governor and his wife Bindu Guptaand
briefed about the two-dayNational Seminar on "The Quest for At-
manirbhar Bharat: FromthePast, throughthe Present, tothe Future™.

PrafullaKetkar, Editor, Organiseralsospokeonthe occasion.

Programme Coordinator Ayushi Ketkar presented areportonthe
seminar.Rajiv Kumar Mishra, Librarian, 11AS, presented vote of

thanks.
Anti-CEC protestrocksLA

"Thisisanattackondemocracy,"Lonesaid.

Bhaturged Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather that the CongressMLAsbe
heard.

However, the Speaker disallowed themandasked themtotake their
seats.

Asthe Congress MLAs continued with their protest, and tried to
stormintothewell ofthe House, the Speakerwarned themofaction.

The members also demanded resignation and arrest of
Kumar.However, the Speaker told the protesting members that the
Election Commissionof India"isnotunderourcontrol™.

Later, the Congress MLAs took their seats and the proceedings of
the Question Hourcontinued.

In Jammu, scores of Congress workerswere detained as the party
stagedaprotest, demandingthe resignation of CECKumar.

Congress MP &AICC general secretary Syed Naseer Hussain led
theprotest, withseveral senior party leaders, includingformerministers
and legislators, participatinginthedemonstration.

The protesters raised slogans against Kumar and burnt his effigy
while attempting to march towards the Election Commission office
inJammul.

Aheavy contingent of police and paramilitary personnel was de-
ployed around the office to prevent the protesters from proceeding.
The protesters had brief scuffles with security personnel before sev-
eralofthemweredetained, including the top leadersandtakenawayin
buses.

Cong slams govt ‘crackdown'
on protests against CEC

workers were detained as police used barricades to stop them
frommarchingtowardsthestateelectioncommissionofficesinvar-
iousstate capitals.

The protestscomeinthewakeofareportthat questionswere repeat-
edlyraisedonissuesrelated tothe SIRwithinthe three-member EC
by two of the three commissioners -- Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi.

Thenational rolloutofthe SIR hasbeenunder the supervision of all
threecommissioners. But Sandhuand Joshi have formally objected,
onrecord, atleast 14 timesover the last 10 monthstodecisionstaken
andordersissued, they say, without their knowledge.

Iran proposes deal toreopen Hormuz

if USmeetsits conditions

suspicion," especially around the prospect of Iran merely buying
timetogetoutmoreofitsoilandeaseitseconomicpain.

Inthe latest sign of diplomatic movement, Pezeshkian hosted the
primeminister of Qatarearly Friday. Qatar hasserved asakey media-
tor, including during hoursofindirect Iranian-US talks at the UN this
week.



