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Students Are More Important Than Any Post:
Shah After Dharmendra Pradhan's Ext

NEW DELHI, JUL
26: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has said that
the country, youth and
students are far more im-
portant than any position
for BJP workers and the
resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan exemplifies
this principle.

His remarks came after
Pradhan resigned on Sat-
urday amid mounting
pressure due to the
protests over the NEET
paper leak controversy.

"The Modi government
respects the sentiments of
the country's youth and is
committed to implement-
ing the necessary reforms
against paper leaks," he
said in a post on X late Sat-

urday night. "For the BJP,
the nation, our youth and
students hold far greater
importance than any posi-
tion," he said.

The decisions taken by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to ensure strict pun-

ishment for those guilty of
paper leaks are commend-
able, Shah said.

"I am fully confident
that these steps will ensure
complete justice for the
students who succeeded in
the NEET examination,"

the Home Minister said.<

Shah said Pradhan has
brought about significant
reforms in the effective
implementation of the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP), arrangements for
examinations in mother
tongues, expansion of PM
SHRI Schools, promotion
of digital education, skill
development, and
strengthening industry-
academia coordination
during his tenure.

"His efforts toward mak-
ing the examination sys-
tem more inclusive and
student-centric have also
been noteworthy. His
tenure is a testament to his
dedication to the resolve of
making India a developed
nation," he said.

Rain-triggered landslides shut 134 roads in
HP; orange alert in 4 districts from Jul 28

SHIMLA, JUL 26: A
total of 134 roads remained
closed in  Himachal
Pradesh on Saturday due to
landslides and flash floods
triggered by torrential
rains, while the Meteoro-
logical Department issued
an orange alert for heavy to
very heavy rainfall in four
districts of the state from
July 28 to 30.Shipping &
Logistics

The Shimla Meteorolog-
ical Centre also warned of
low to moderate flash flood
risk in parts of Chamba,
Kangra, Kinnaur, Kullu,
Mandi, Shimla and Sir-
maur districts till Sunday
morning, cautioning that
inundation could occur in
saturated soils and low-ly-
ing areas.

A total of 134 roads, in-
cluding 58 in Mandi, 33 in
Kullu, 14 in Chamba, 12 in
Sirmaur, seven in Shimla,
five in Kangra, four in La-
haul and Spiti and one in
Una district, were closed
for vehicular traffic on Sat-
urday evening due to land-
slides and flashfloods trig-
gered by torrential rains.

As many as 35 water
supply schemes and 78
transformers have also
been affected in the state

according to the State
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre (SEOC). Light to mod-
erate rains continued
across parts of the state
since Friday evening, with
Dharamshala recording the
highest rainfall at 80.5
mm, followed by Palampur
62 mm, Berthin, 50.7 mm,
Pachhad 41.3 mm, Gohar
40 mm, Mandi 39.8 mm,
Mashobra 32.5 mm, Slap-
per 31.6 mm, Kangra 30.4
mm, Jubberhatti 29.5,
Sarahan 28.7 mm, Sunder-
nagar 24.6 mm, Joggin-
dernagar and Sainj 23 mm,

Jatton Barrage 20.4 mm.
"During monsoon, the
body is prone to infections.
Most diseases in the rainy
season are waterborne,
such as jaundice, cholera
and other gastrointestinal
illnesses, and drinking fil-
tered or boiled water is es-
sential", an advisory issued
by the Shimla Jal Praband-
han Nigam Limited said.
In the rainy season, tur-
bidity increases in the wa-
ter sources, and the possi-
bility that it might interfere
with disinfection, allowing
harmful microbes to grow,

including bacteria, viruses
and parasites, cannot be
ruled out, a statement is-
sued here said and re-
quested the public to drink
water after boiling it for 10
minutes.

The Met has predicted
that a wet spell in the state
will continue till July 31.
Keylong was the coldest in
the state, recording a night
temperature of 11.3 degrees
Celsius, while Neri was the
hottest during the day,
recording the highest tem-
perature of 32.1 degrees
Celsius. (PTI)

Indian-origin diamond businessman kidnapped in
Mali, released after family pays 4 million euros

SURAT, JULY 26: An
Indian-origin diamond
businessman who was al-
legedly abducted in Mali in
April has been freed after
nearly three months in cap-
tivity and remains in the
West African nation, an in-
dustry source familiar with
the developments said on
Sunday.

The source claimed that
the family of the 75-year-
old diamond merchant,
Dhiru Ramani, paid a ran-
som of 4 million euros
(nearly Rs 44 crore) to se-
cure his release earlier this
week.

The Surat-based source
claimed that the abductors
had initially demanded
around Rs 100 crore, but

Ramani's family, who live
in the US, negotiated the
amount down before secur-
inghis release.

Ramani, originally from
Gujarat's Amreli district
and associated with the dia-
mond trade in Surat, re-
mains in Mali where local
authorities are questioning
him after his release, the
source told PTI on condi-
tion of anonymity.

According to the source,
Ramani was allegedly ab-
ducted nearly three months
ago while he was in Mali,
where he had recently ac-
quired a gold mine and had
been living for some time.

"He has been released,
but he is still in Mali. The
local police are questioning

him about his release and
the circumstances sur-
rounding it," the source
said.

The source further al-
leged that Ramani's US-
based family handled the
negotiations on its own and
that no Indian government
agency was involved in the
process. TrendingVideos

According to the source,
Ramani is originally from
Dhar village in Amreli dis-
trict and has been associ-
ated with the diamond
business since around
1980. He later moved to the
United States, where his
family is engaged in the in-
ternational diamond trade.

Around the time of the
alleged kidnapping in

April, the Indian Embassy
in Bamako, the capital of
Mali, issued a general secu-
rity advisory urging Indian
nationals living there to ex-

ercise caution.
"Due to recent security
developments and re-

ported attacks in Kati and
other parts of Mali, the Em-
bassy of India in Bamako
urges all Indian nationals
residing in Mali to remain
highly vigilant, exercise ut-
most caution, stay indoors,
and strictly follow the in-
structions issued by the
Malian authorities from
time to time," the advisory
dated April 25 had said.
The advisory, however,
did not refer to any specific
incident or individual.

LG Ladakh inaugurates Automated Driving

Testing Centre at Kurbatha

KARGIL, JULY =26:
Marking another signifi-
cant milestone in the Ad-
ministration's efforts to
promote transparent, tech-
nology-driven and citizen-
centric governance, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Shri
Vinai Kumar Saxena, today
inaugurated the state-of-
the-art Automated Driving
Testing Centre (ADTC) at
Kurbathang, Kargil. Chair-
man/Chief Executive
Councillor, LAHDC Kargil,
Dr Mohd Jaffer Akhoon
and Member of Parliament
from Ladakh, Shri
Mohmad Haneefa Jan
were present during the in-
auguration.

Developed under the
guidance of the Ministry of
Road Transport & High-
ways, Government of In-
dia, the Automated Driving
Testing Centre has been
constructed at a cost of ap-
proximately ?2.48 crore.
The facility is equipped
with advanced sensor-
based and fully automated
technologies that will en-
sure objective, scientific
and transparent assess-
ment of driving skills for
the issuance of driving li-
cences.

The Centre incorporates
advanced technologies, in-
cluding RFID-enabled ap-
plicant identification, laser
and infrared sensors, elec-
tronic sensor-based driving
track, high-resolution
CCTV surveillance, auto-
mated scoring software,
computerised test monitor-
ing system, real-time data
processing, digital result
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generation, automated
pass/fail evaluation sys-
tem, and seamless integra-
tion with the VAHAN and
SARATHI platforms. These
technologies eliminate hu-
man bias and provide an
objective assessment of dri-
ving skills, ensuring that
only qualified drivers are
issued driving licences.
The facility has been de-
veloped in accordance with
the guidelines of the Min-
istry of Road Transport &
Highways and comprises
Computerised Testing and
Control Room, Automated
Driving Test Track, CCTV
Surveillance System and
other essential utilities.
Addressing the gather-
ing, L-G Shri Saxena em-
phasised the importance of
responsible driving, and
observed that safe roads
begin with safe drivers. He
noted that a driving licence

is not merely a document
but a certification that a
person is capable of driving
responsibly while ensuring
the safety of both self and
fellow road users. He un-
derlined the need for dri-
ving tests to be conducted
in a fair, scientific and com-
pletely transparent man-
ner.

"The Automated Driving
Testing Centre reflects our
commitment to Digital In-
dia, e-Governance and
Good Governance. By en-
suring a transparent and
technology-driven licens-
ing system, we are not only
improving public service
delivery but also strength-
ening road safety across
Ladakh. I am confident
that this Centre will emerge
as amodel for transport re-
forms in the Union Terri-
tory," said L-G Shri Saxena.

The Lieutenant Governor

ng in Kargil
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expressed confidence that
the new system would en-
hance public trust in the
Transport Department by
making the driving licence
process faster, more trans-
parent and efficient. He
added that improved dri-
ving standards would con-
tribute significantly to-
wards reducing road
accidents and promoting
safer roads in the region.

Appealing to the citizens
of Ladakh, L-G Shri Saxena
urged everyone to treat ob-
taining a driving licence as a
responsibility towards so-
ciety rather than merely a
legal requirement. He
called upon motorists to
strictly follow traffic rules,
observe speed limits, wear
seat belts and helmets, and
always drive responsibly,
noting that a small act of
caution can save many pre-
ciouslives.

Lotus-shaped lah-grown diamonds from
Surat shine aboard Vikram-1: CEQ

SURAT, JULY 26: The
CEO of a Surat-based firm
has claimed that its lotus-
shaped design of labora-
tory-grown diamonds
sparkles on recently
launched Skyroot Aero-
space's Vikram-1 orbital
rocket.

The firm has sent its lo-
tus collection of lab-grown
diamonds to Skyroot.

"When the sun rays fall
on the rocket orbiting
space, the diamonds
sparkle wonderfully," said
Nityas Gems and Jewellery
CEO Rajnikanth Chanchad
on Sunday.

He claimed Surat,
known as the diamond
city, has for the first time
sent a diamond into space.

Skyroot Aerospace re-
cently successfully
launched India's first pri-
vately developed orbital
rocket, Vikram-1, under
Mission Aagaman from the
Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre (SDSC-SHAR) in Sri-
harikota.

"The launch of the
Vikram-1 rocket is a mo-
ment of great pride for In-
dia. And Surat also has a
special reason to share.
This is the first time that
Surat's diamonds and jew-
ellery are shining in
space," Chanchad claimed.

He said the sparkle of the

diamonds, grown in the
firm's lab in Surat, can be
seen in videos shared from
space.

The diamond design was
developed over six months
by around 20 skilled arti-
sans based on specifica-
tions provided to them,
Chanchad added. The
complex design consists of
a total of 32 pear-cut lab-
grown diamonds, weighing
16.95 carat and valued at
around Rs 10 lakh. Each
diamond is set in gold in
such a way that it looks like
blooming lotus petals.

based on special safety pa-
rameters to withstand the
conditions of the rocket
launch and space, he
claimed.

According to Chanchad,
the diamonds  were
mounted on a special aero-
space-grade aluminium
plate, solidly embedded in
gold, to withstand the ex-
treme vibrations, atmos-
pheric pressure and the ex-
treme temperatures
during the rocket's take-
off.

"It (the lotus collection)

The lotus was desigd

consists of 32 pear-shaped
diamonds designed as
petals of lotus," he added.

Chanchad explained that
the design is inspired by lo-
tus, which is a symbol of
Lord Brahma.

He said the firm had re-
ceived the order based on
its work, product range,
and strength, and is proud
to have delivered the order
as per specification.

"Since it was to be sent
into space, we together de-
signed and drew its para-
meters, and decorated it,"
he added.

BJP seeks actor Sreelekha Mitra's arrest over ‘ohscene poster’ of PM at Kolkata protest

KOLKATA, JULY 26: The BJP
on Sunday lodged police complaints
against Bengali actor Sreelekha Mi-
tra seeking her arrest on grounds
that she publicly displayed an ob-
scene and offensive image of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at a stu-
dents' protest rally in Kolkata two
days ago.

While a complaint against Mitra
was lodged at the Anandapur Police
Station by BJP leader and party
spokesperson Keya Ghosh, reports of
complaints having been filed against
her at the Bidhannagar Cyber Crime
Police Station and several other police
stations across several districts were
also received.

On July 24, alarge number of peo-
ple protested on the streets of
Kolkata against the alleged NEET ex-
amination paper leak, demanding
the resignation of Dharmendra Prad-

han, a day before the Union educa-
tion minister actually stepped down
in the wake of students' unrest in
Delhi and other parts of the country.
SupremeCourt Updates

Mitra had joined the demonstra-
tion in the Esplanade area of central
Kolkata and posed for a photograph
while holding a poster. According to
the complaint, the poster displayed
an offensive image of the Prime Min-
ister.

"During this rally, Ms Sreelekha
Mitra actively participated and pub-
licly displayed a poster featuring a
highly derogatory, objectionable and
disrespectful cartoon/caricature de-
picting the Hon'ble Prime Minister
of India, Shri Narendra Modi,"
Ghosh's complaint said.

"The poster was deliberately dis-
played in a prominent public space
to mock, demean and insult the con-

of India in full view of the public and
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media personnel,” it added.
The complaint cited provisions of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
2023, including sections 352 (pro-
voking a breach of peace), 353 (pub-
licly supporting provocative con-
duct), and 356 (defamation), urging
swift and appropriate legal action as
mandated under law.

"Expressing disagreement through
political protest does not extend to
public defamation, intentional insult
intended to breach public peace, or
outrageous depictions meant to in-
cite public disharmony," the com-
plaint stated.

Responding to the allegations, Mi-
tra said she had joined the protest in
solidarity with students and young
people but claimed she was not wear-
ing her prescription glasses and,
hence, could not clearly see the
poster she displayed.

"The police were carrying out a ba-
ton charge at the time, so my photo-

graph was hurriedly taken. I never
even turned the poster around to
check what kind of image of the PM it
displayed," she said.

"I may be opposed to the BJP, but
calling me an anti-national is com-
pletely ridiculous. It is equally ab-
surd if anyone thinks that I deliber-
ately chose to hold that poster and
pose for the photograph," she added.

Ghosh, meanwhile, stated that she
was outraged by the image of the
Prime Minister not merely as a party
leader, but as a citizen of the country
and appealed for strong legal action
against the actress.

"Appropriate legal action should
be taken against Sreelekha for sharing
such an obscene image. Such con-
duct deserves strict punishment. She
should be arrested immediately.
Otherwise, we will approach the
court," Ghosh said.
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