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To pay tributes to the
brave soldiers, Poonch Po-
lice today inaugurated the
1st edition of the Police
Martyrs Volleyball Tourna-
ment at the Government
Degree College Ground,
here today.

The tournament wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from 12 teams rep-
resenting different clubs
and institutions of the dis-
trict. 

The event was declared
open by SSP Poonch,
Shafket Hussain amid ap-
plause from participants,
officials, and the volleyball
lovers. Speaking to the
gathering, the chief guest
paid rich tributes to police
martyrs, highlighting their
supreme sacrifice for the
safety, peace, and sover-

eignty of the Nation.
Referring to martyr Am-

jad Pathan, who was re-
cently martyred in an en-
counter with terrorists in
Udhampur, SSP Poonch
stated,"Our martyrs em-
bodied unparalleled

courage, dedication, and
selflessness. They laid down
their lives so that we may
live in peace. Today, we hon-
our their legacy not merely
in words, but through ac-
tions that inspire discipline,
unity, and national pride

among our youth."
He announced that the

Police Martyrs Volleyball
Tournament will be made
an annual event, reinforc-
ing the commitment to a
drug-free and sports-ori-
ented Poonch.

Volleyball tourney by Poonch Police begins

New Delhi, Jan 18: De-
fending Champion An Se
Young once again under-
lined her supremacy with a
clinical demolition of
China's Wang Zhi Yi in the
women's singles final.

Lin Chun-Yi of Chinese

Taipei defeated third seed
Jonatan Christie in straight
games to clinch the men's
singles title in the India
Open 2026, a BWF World
Tour Super 750 event or-
ganised by the Badminton
Association of India on Sun-
day.

According to a release, the
world no.1 Korean came out
all guns blazing against the
Chinese second seed to win
21-13, 21-11 in the women's
singles final, while Lin out-
classed Christie 21-10, 21-18
in just 38 minutes to clinch
his first BWF World Tour
Super 750 title.

In the mixed doubles fi-

nal, Thailand's Dechapol
Puavaranukroh and Supis-
sara Paewsampran saved
four match points in the sec-
ond game to defeat the Dan-
ish combination of Mathias
Christiansen and Alexandra
Boje 19-21, 25-23, 21-18.

China won both the
women's and men's doubles
titles in contrasting fashion.
In the women's doubles
summit clash, Liu Sheng
Shu and Tan Ning defeated
Yuki Fukushima and Mayu
Matsumoto of Japan 21-11,
21-1,8 while Liang Wei Keng
and Wang Chang got the
better of Hiroki Midorikawa
and Kyohei Yamashita of

Japan 17-21, 25-23, 21-16 in
the men's doubles final.

But the star of the day was
An Se Young, who had
reached the women's sin-
gles final without dropping
a game, and it looked like
the 23-year-old was not
willing to let that streak slip
up against a player who had
come close to winning the
second game against her in
the Malaysia Open Super
1000 last month.

The Korean countered
Wang's deception with
quality retrieving and a very
tight net game that allowed
her to attack more. 

India Open 2026: An Se-young, Lin Chun-yi
crowned women's and men's singles champions
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Hosts University of
Jammu (JU) today trounced
equally good University of
Kashmir 3-2 in a neck of neck
contest in the title clash of
Volleyball in the ongoing
sports meet for 3rd Chancel-
lor's Trophy at JU main cam-
pus, here.

Training by two sets, JU
fought back to secure consec-
utive three sets and the match
in a charged atmosphere with
spectators from both sides in
support at the Volleyball
courts this afternoon. 

Earlier, in the semifinals,
decided today, University of
Kashmir beat Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu 3-2 (19-25, 25-
18, 25-21, 22-25; 15-11) and
University of Jammu
blanked University of Ladakh
3-0 (25-18, 25-21, 25-17).

Meanwhile, all other
events, the semifinals de-
cided with the results the
teams qualified for the finals.
Some of the finals were slated
for this evening and remain-
ing tomorrow morning.

The finals shall be followed

by the valedictory function
wherein the topper of the
points table shall be awarded
the Chancellor's Trophy.

Other Results: Semifinals:
TABLE TENNIS: Men: Uni-
versity of Jammu beat
SMVDU Katra 3-0; IUST
Awantipora beat Cluster Uni-
versity of Srinagar 3-2. BAD-
MINTON: Women: Univer-
sity of Jammu beat
University of Kashmir 2-0;
Cluster University of Jammu
beat SMVDU Katra 2-1.
KABADDI: Men: University
of Jammu beat BGSBU Ra-
jouri by 15 points; Cluster
University of Jammu beat
SMVDU Katra by 11 points.

KHO-KHO: Women: Uni-
versity of Jammu beat
BGSBU Rajouri by 12 points;
Cluster University of Jammu
beat Central University of
Jammu by seven points.
BASKETBALL: Men: Central
University of Jammu beat
Cluster University of Jammu
22-18; University of Jammu
beat MIET 32 -12. 

Women: University of
Jammu beat Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu 22-18; MIET
beat University of Kashmir
20-12. HANDBALL: Men: of
Jammu beat MIET 40-12;
Central University of
Jammu beat Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu 22-18.

Women: University of
Jammu beat University
Kashmir 10-02; University
of Ladakh beat Cluster Uni-
versity of Jammu 4-3.

Today's semifinals offici-
ated by the technical penal
comprising Ravish Vaid,
Vikas Karlopia, Gagan Ku-
mar, Raj Kumar Bakshi,
Ranbir Singh, Dr. Inderjeet
Singh, Harinderpal Singh,
Rishiv Sharma, Richa
Mandla, Sakshi Dabgotra,
Jeevan Lal, Arjun Sharma,
Mena Ragesh, and Anil
Singh. who ensured fair play
and strict adherence to the
rules and regulations of the
respective games.

Chancellor's Trophy: JU beat KU for Volleyball title
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Jammu and Kashmir
Taekwondo Association
shall  hold four-day 28th
J&K UT Taekwondo Cham-

pionships at the Indoor
Hall, Bhagwati Nagar, here
today.

The event is being held
under My Youth My Pride.
In support with J&K Sports
Council (JKSC) in different
age and weight groups un-

der the guidance of quali-
fied technical penal, a
handout issued by the Asso-
ciation here today in-
formed.

Earlier, a final decision
with regard to the event was
taken in a meeting held un-

der the chairmanship of Ra-
jesh Pangotra, president of
the Association.

For further information,
participants may contact
Anuj Sharma
(9018920009), organizing
secretary.

J&K Taekwondo Champ begins today
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Two promising Wushu
players from J&K have been
selected in the Indian team
for the foreign exposure
training in China, being
conducted as part of prepa-
rations for the Asian Games.

The selected athletes are
Bhanu Partap Singh, Bronze
medalist at the 18th Asian
Games, and Ansa Christi,
who have current No. 1
ranking in the 52 kg women
category, a handout issued
by the Wushu Association of
J&K here today informed. 

Both these athletes are
part of the Indian team, al-
ready left for the one-month
foreign exposure training
programme in China.

The named were short-
listed by the Wushu Associa-
tion of India (WAI) across
13 events (seven Sanda and
six Taolu) during the recent
national ranking tourna-
ment held at Jammu. 

Notably, 12 athletes from

J&K featured among the top
eight rankings, highlighting
the strong performance and
growing prominence of the
region in Wushu at the Na-
tional level.

In view of preparations
for the 20th Asian Games
2026, scheduled to be held
in Japan  this year, the

Sports Authority of India
(SAI) has sanctioned a 23-
member Indian Wushu
team for the foreign expo-
sure training programme in
China.

Meanwhile, Kuldeep
Handoo, Dronacharya
Awardee congratulated the
athletes  and advised them

to work diligently to secure
their berths for the forth-
coming Asian Games in
Japan. 

He expressed gratitude to
the J&K Sports Council
headed by Secretary,
Nuzhat Gul  for extending
full support to Wushu in the
Union Territory. 

Bhanu, Christi get China exposure

INDORE, JAN 18: An in-
credible lone warrior century
from Virat Kohli and his 99-
run stand with lower-order
batter Harshit Rana, who
scored his maiden ODI fifty,
went in vain as New Zealand
downed the Men in Blue in the
third and final ODI at Indore
to secure their first-ever ODI
series win in India.

Centuries from Daryl
Mitchell (137*) and Glenn
Phillips (106) took NZ to
337/8, despite three wickets
from Harshit Rana and Ar-
shdeep Singh. After being re-
duced to 5/2 and later 58/3,
the duo put on a 219-run stand
that put the Kiwis in a com-
manding position. In the
chase, India was down at 71/4,
but an entertaining 88-run
stand between Virat and Ni-
tish Kumar Reddy (53 in 57
balls, with two fours and two
sixes) and a 99-run stand be-
tween Virat and Harshit Rana
(52 in 43 balls, with four
boundaries and four sixes)
gave India hope, with Virat
producing a masterclass 108-
ball 124 ball to the delight of
Indore crowd. However, once
he was gone, it was curtains for
India who was allout for 296 in
46 overs, handing NZ the se-
ries 1-2.

During the run-chase of 338
runs, Indian skipper Shubman
Gill and Rohit Sharma started
off decently, with the 'Hitman'
getting a cover drive for four
on the first ball of the innings.
Gill picked up a boundary
against Zak Foulkes and two
successive ones against lanky
Kyle Jamieson.

However, India's party was
ended by Foulkes, with Rohit
handing a soft catch to Krist-
ian Clarke for a 13-ball 11, flop-
ping in his 100th ODI at home.
India was 28/1 in four overs.

Virat started off strongly,
with a pull over mid-wicket
against Foulkes for six. Gill
was looking in a fine touch
against Jamieson, scoring an-
other boundary against him,
but his off-stump took a beat-
ing in the next ball. The Indian
skipper was gone for 18-ball
23, with four boundaries. In-
dia was 45/2 in 6.4 overs.

India reached the 50-run
mark in 7.5 overs, courtesy of a
flamboyant drive from Virat
for four. The superstar batter
was looking in sublime touch,
getting two successive bound-
aries against Clarke, taking In-
dia to 66/2 in 10 overs, with
Virat (28*) and Shreyas Iyer
(2*) unbeaten.

Clarke and Jayden Lennox
handed India a quick double
whammy, as Iyer (3) and KL
Rahul (1) were removed in
quick succession. India was in
a spot of bother at 71/4 in 12.5
overs.

Virat and Nitish Kumar
Reddy started a partnership,
with a fine loft over mid-off
against Daryl Mitchell in 19.1
overs for four, taking India to
the 100-run mark.

Virat brought up his half-
century in 51 balls, with four

boundaries and a six. He and
Nitish looked in fine touch as
they brought up their 50-run
stand in 58 balls, keeping In-
dia's hopes going.

As India reached the 25th
over mark, Virat and Nitish
upped the ante, with Virat get-
ting a four against Glenn
Phillips and Nitish collecting a
six each against Foulkes and
Phillips. The second one was a
beautiful slog sweep and
sealed his maiden ODI fifty in
52 balls, with two fours and
two sixes.

However, the 88-run part-
nership could not entertain
fans any longer after Nitish
found Will Young at short
mid-wicket for 53 in 57 balls,
with two fours and two sixes.
India was 159/5 in 27.3 overs.
Ravindra Jadeja also could not
stick around, with Lennox get-
ting him for a sluggish 16-ball
12. India was six down at 32.1
overs at 178 runs.

Harshit Rana joined Virat,
who seemed stranded at the
other end while marching to-
wards his 85th international
ton. Kohli collected two fine
boundaries against Phillips,
while Harshit also muscled a
massive slog-sweep against
Phillips for six just a ball after
Virat had collected a four. India
had their 200-run mark up in
36.3 overs.

Irrespective of the condition
and match situation, Virat
continued his imperious
touch, marching into the 90s
with a flick over deep back-
wards square leg for a six and
then a inside out shot for four
over covers. In the 40th over,
Harshit collected a boundary
off Foulkes, while Virat con-
cluded the over by bringing up
his 54th ODI ton, 85th inter-
national ton and seventh ODI
ton in 91 balls, with eight fours
and two sixes. India was at
230/6 in 40 overs, and the duo
had kept the hopes alive.

Lennox ended his impres-
sive figures at 2/42 in 10 overs,
but there was no respite from
Virat and Harshit as they ham-
mered Jamieson for 21 runs,
with Harshit collecting a four
and six and Virat getting a six
through a lofted drive over
long-off. With a long heave
over long-on, Harshit brought
his maiden ODI fifty in 41
balls, with four boundaries
and two sixes. Foulkes played
the party spoiler for Indian
camp, which had just started
to dream again, as he ended a

99-run stand between Harshit
and Virat by removing the for-
mer for a 43-ball 52, with four
boundaries and four sixes and
got Mohammed Siraj on the
next delivery. India ended the
44th over at 277/8, needing 51
runs to win.

However, courtesy some
lucky runs for Kuldeep and
two successive boundaries for
Virat against Clarke, India
could keep dreaming. How-
ever, Clarke got the last laugh
as Virat was dismissed as he
skied one straight to Mitchell
near the boundary. Virat was
gone for 108-ball 124, with 10
fours and three sixes. India
was down and out at 292/9 in
45.4 overs.

India was bundled out for
296 runs in 46 overs, with
Glenn Phillips running out Ar-
shdeep.

Clarke (3/54) and Foulkes
(3/77) were the pick of the
bowlers for NZ, while Lennox
bowled an impressive spell of
2/42.

Earlier, a fantastic century
from Daryl Mitchell and Glenn
Phillips guided New Zealand
to 337/8, to post a challenging
target of 338 runs for India in
the series decider.

After being asked to bat
first, New Zealand were off to a
poor start. Speedster Ar-
shdeep Singh clean bowled
opener Henry Nicholls for a
golden duck during the fourth
ball of the very first over.

In the very next over, right-
arm pacer Harshit Rana re-
moved Devon Conway (5) af-
ter he edged straight to Rohit
Sharma, who took a simple
catch at the first slip. This was
the third time Rana dismissed
Conway in the ongoing ODI
series.

After the end of five overs,
Will Young and Daryl Mitchell
took New Zealand to 27/2. Af-
ter losing both openers inside
the first two overs, Mitchell
and Young took New Zealand
to 47/2 in 10 overs.

During the first ball of the
12th over, Harshit Rana broke
the 53-run partnership for the
third wicket. The pacer re-
moved Will Young (30 off 41
balls) after Ravindra Jadeja
took a stunning catch at the
backward point region.

After the end of 20 overs,
New Zealand scored 95/3.
Mitchell continued his sub-
lime form as he scored yet an-
other fifty in the ongoing series
during the last ball of the 21st

over. This was Mitchell's
fourth consecutive ODI fifty
against India. He is just be-
hind Kane Williamson's (5)
tally.

New Zealand crossed the
150-run mark after the end of
the 29th over. During the 33rd
over, Glenn Phillips com-
pleted his sixth ODI half-cen-
tury. It was also the first 50-
plus score in 10 ODI 

innings against India for
Glenn Phillips as New Zealand
reached 183/3.

During the fourth ball of the
36th over, Daryl Mitchell
hammered his ninth ODI cen-
tury in 106 deliveries. It was
Mitchell's third ODI hundred
in the last four innings, and
second in the ongoing three-
match ODI series against In-
dia.

Overall, Mitchell is just be-
hind South African great AB
de Villiers's record (5) of most
hundreds against Men in Blue
in India ODI cricket. This was
also the fourth ODI century for
Daryl Mitchell in India - the
joint-most for a New Zealand
batter alongside Nathan Astle
(5).

After the end of the 40th
over, New Zealand were in a
commanding position as they
reached 238/3, with the part-
nership for the fourth-wicket
between Mitchell and Phillips
was at 180 runs.

During the last ball of the
42nd over, Glenn Phillips
completed his second ODI
century in 83 deliveries. New
Zealand reached 266/3. No-
tably, this was the first in-
stance of two New Zealand
batters (Mitchell and Phillips)
scoring hundreds against In-
dia in the same ODI innings.

Arshdeep Singh finally
broke the mammoth 219-run
partnership after he dismissed
Phillips during the first ball of
the 44th over. Phillips played
a fantastic knock of 106 off 88
deliveries, including nine
fours and three sixes.

The 219-run partnership be-
tween Mitchell and Phillips
was the second-highest part-
nership for the fourth wicket
or lower against India in ODIs,
behind 221* runs added by
Kane Williamson and Tom
Latham for the fourth wicket
at Auckland in 2022.

Mohammed Siraj then re-
moved dangerous Mitchell
during the first ball of the 45th
over. The right-handed batter
played a classy innings, scor-
ing 137 off 131 balls, with the
help of 15 fours and three
sixes.

During the second ball of
the 46th over, Kuldeep Yadav
got the wicket of Mitchell Hay
(2) as New Zealand slumped
to 286/6.

Towards the end, captain
Michael Bracewell's unbeaten
28 off 18 deliveries, including
four boundaries, guided New
Zealand to 337/8 in 50 overs.
With the ball, Arshdeep Singh
(3/63) and Harshit Rana
(3/84) scalped three wickets
each for India.

Virat ton, Harshit counter-attack in
vain as NZ secure first ODI series win
in India, beat Men in Blue by 41 runs


